Website Evaluation Rubric

Use this rubric to determine if an Internet site is suitable for research.
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Authority: Look at the URL: domain
(.gov, .edu, .mil, .org, .us) or a
personal name? Look for: "About
Us", "Philosophy", "Background", etc.
on the home page. Look for the name
of the author, organization, agency,
etc. Check the author's credentials in
ipl2, Infomine, or about.com and their
affiliation. Is the author an expert in
the field?

Page is hosted by an
individual using Yahoo,
Juno, or AOL. The
domain is .com or .edu,
but it is clearly the work
of students without
authority. The author is
probably a student.
Spelling and/or other
errors indicate the
author is not an expert.

The domain is .com
and there are a lot of
pop up menus and
items for sale, or the
domain is .org and the
organization behind
the site is
unrecognized. The
author is unnamed
and/or no credentials
are given.

The home page is
sponsored by a
known business,
professional
association,
organization,
museum, or
university. The
author is named but
credentials and
contact information
are incomplete.

Any of these: .gov, the
.com, .info, .net, or .org is
posted by a well-known,
reputable organization or
company. The author's
credentials are given and
indicate expertise in the
field. The author provides
an email address and/or
contact information.

Accuracy: Are photos labeled and
sources cited? Is a bibliography
provided and are those sources
accurate? There are no grammatical
errors. Links in the site work and are
to high quality sites.

No sources, works cited,
or bibliography are
provided. Site may
contain grammatical
errors, and/or links may
not work. Links are to
biased sites that lack
accuracy or authority.

There is a general
statement about the
source of the
information, but no
specific works cited
list. Site has no
grammatical errors
and links work. Links
go to what seem to be
good sites, but the
sites lack credentials.

There is a works cited
list and/or
bibliography and
those sources check
out as accurate and
verify author
authority. Site has no
grammatical errors
and links work and go
to related
information.

There is a works cited list
and/or a bibliography for
further information.
Photos are labeled and
cited. Site has no
grammatical errors and all
links are appropriate and
work. All links can be
verified with accurate
information and author
authority is strong.

Objectivity: What is the purpose of
the site? Is the information factual or
biased? Was the page created to:
give facts/data, explain/persuade,
sell/entice, share/disclose...? Is the
tone humorous, a parody,
exaggerated, contain overblown
arguments? Is the information as
credible as that from a peer reviewed
journal?

The purpose is personal.

The purpose is to sell
something, persuade,
offer assistance, or
give a point of view.
There may be some
factual information,
but the focus is to
promote something.

The purpose is to
offer factual
information. Some
opinion may be
included.

The purpose is to support
scholarly research with
factual information.

Currency: Is the page dated,
updated, and is the information
current enough?

There is no indication of
when the site was
created or revised.

The date given for the
site's creation is over 3
years old and there is
no date of revision or
update.

The site has been
created or updated
within the last 2
years.

The site has been created
or updated within the last
6 months. Sources
referenced are current.

Content: Does the site provide
information that helps answer your
research needs?

The site is cool, but it
provides no supportive
information for your
topic.

The site provides
information that
answers your research
questions, but lacks
author authority or
currency.

The site provides
information that
answers your
research questions,
and it is accurate, but
there may be better
sites available.

The site provides
information that supports
your research topic, it has
strong author authority
and the information is
accurate.

Total Score:

0-6 pts - highly
guestionable source.

7-10 pts - Site is useful
for ideas or casual
projects. Do not cite
for academic project.

11-12pts - Good
source for research
paper or academic
project. Confirm with
other sources.

13-15 pts - Excellent
source for research.
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