
Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, July 11, 2022; 7:00pm - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Andrew 

Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 6. Absent - Dr. Michele 

O'Brien, Mrs. Dawn Palange - 2. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mr. David Argentati, 

Director of Pupil Services; Ms. Kate Costenbader, Supervisor of Secondary Special Education; 

Mr. Chris Killinger, Director of Teaching & Leaming; Ms. Ashley Shannon, Director of 

Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. Pat 

Tulley, Athletic Director; Mrs. Melissa Paparella, Principal, Miffiin Park Elementary; Ms. 

Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Mr. Steve Murray, Principal, High 

School. 

Others in Attendance - Jeffrey Litts, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:05pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of a legal matter. 

Presentation 

Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services reviewed the GMSD Special Education Plan 

(July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2025) with the Board. 

Citizen Requests 

Jeff Wolfe shared his thoughts on diversity, equity and inclusion, saying he recommends the 

Board invite residents, parents, teachers, students and experts representing diverse points of view 

to solicit feedback, opinions, criticisms and suggestions when the Board is confronted with what 

he called "hot button" or controversial topics. 

Don Kennedy said that he and many other residents were disappointed to see the mature trees 

along Lancaster Avenue cut down because of the construction project and asked ifthere is a plan 

in place to replace them once construction is completed. 
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Erich Cawalla, representing the Greater Governor Mifflin League, reported on a very successful 

2022 Community Days event and thanked everyone involved for working together. 

Dr. Lisa Peterson, speaking on behalf of the Board and administration, thanked the 

Greater Governor Mifflin League for another successful year and said it was a wonderful week 

for our community. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

Mr. Damion Spahr of Sitelogiq provided an update on the Secondary Campus Project. 

During the meeting, voting action was taken on the following agenda item: 

Motion by Peterson and second by Adams to Accept the resignation of Jill G. Koestel, Esq., 

from the Governor Mifflin Board of School Directors 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Prior to adjournment, Jeffrey Litts, Esq., reviewed the Board vacancy timeline, noting that the 

vacancy will be posted to the district website on Tuesday, July 12, 2022 and will also appear in 

the Reading Eagle on July 15, 16 and 17, 2022. The deadline for applications will be July 22, 

2022. 

Motion by Adams and second by Friedlander to Adjourn the Meeting at 8:04pm. 
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Sharon L. Patton 

Board Recording Secretary 



























Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

SPECIAL MEETING 

Monday, August 1, 2022; 6:00pm - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlandere, Mr. Andrew 

Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr Michele Roby, Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 7. 

Absent - Mrs. Dawn Palange - 1. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie 

Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of 
Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Timothy Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. 

Aaron Kopetsky, Principal, Brecknock Elementary; Mr. Cory Crider, Principal, Intermediate 

School; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Mr. Tony Alvarez, 
Principal, Middle School; Mr. Thomas Miller, Associate Principal, High School 

Others in Attendance - Jeffrey Litts, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 
Secretary; professional staff and citizens. 

Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, announced the purpose of the Special Meeting, as follows: 
On July 11, 2022, the resignation of Mrs. Jill Koestel was accepted by the Governor Mifflin 

Board of School Directors. The Board must fill this vacancy within a 30-day time period. The 

vacancy was advertised and applications have been received. This Special Meeting has been 

called by the Board for the purpose of conducting interviews with all applicants, after which time 

the Board will vote to select a successful candidate. 

At 6:00pm, the Board began individual interviews with a total of nine (9) applicants for the 

Board vacancy. They were conducted at ten-minute intervals and applicants were seen in 

alphabetical order, by last name. Those who applied for the vacancy included Annette Baker, 

Beth Calaabria, Jeff Haggerty, Michelle Heim, Don Kennedy, Kim Lally, Barry Schlouch, Steven 

Simone and Bruce Watson. 

Selection Process 

Roll Call Vote, Round #1: Adams voted for Simone; Friedlander voted for Heim; Pannafino 

voted for Kennedy; Peterson voted for Schlouch; Roby voted for Haggerty; Worley voted for 

Kennedy; Ulrich voted for Haggerty. 

Emerging leaders: Haggerty (2 votes) and Kennedy (2 votes). All other applicants were 

eliminated. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Work/General Purposes Meeting 

Monday, August 1, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Andrew 

Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 7. 

Absent - Mrs. Dawn Palange - 1. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie 

Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of 

Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Timothy Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. 

Aaron Kopetsky, Principal, Brecknock Elementary; Mr. Cory Crider, Principal, Intermediate 

School; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Mr. Tony Alvarez, 

Principal, Middle School; Mr. Thomas Miller, Associate Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Jeffrey Litts, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:28pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. 

Mr. Ulrich announced that there was no Executive Session prior to the meeting, however, there 

would be a brief Executive Session after the regular meeting for discussion of personnel matters. 

He announced that a Special Meeting was held prior to the regular Work session for Board 

vacancy applicant interviews and selection of a successful candidate. He welcomed Mr. Jeff 

Haggerty to the Board, who will be seated on August 15th. 

Citizens Requests - Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe shared his ideas on knowledge that high school graduates 

possess in today's world. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

Mr. Ulrich announced that the monthly Secondary Campus construction update will be given at 

the August 15th Voting meeting. 

The Board took voting action on the following Agenda items: 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, September 12, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mr. Chris Killinger, Director 

of Teaching & Learning; Mrs. Trish Seifert, Supervisor of Elementary Special Education; Mrs. 

Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Tim 

Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. John Guiseppe, Assistant Athletic Director; Mr. Chad Curry, 

Principal, Cumru Elementary; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. 

Nicole Pagan, Associate Principal, Middle School; Mr. Thomas Miller, Associate Principal, High 

School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; professional staff and 

citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:05pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of personnel and special education settlement matters. 

Moment of Silence 

With sadness, Mr. Ulrich called for a moment of silence to acknowledge the passing of Mr. Kyle 

Conrad. Kyle, a Governor Mifflin graduate, community member, parent and Boys Varsity 

Basketball Coach, had battled cancer for several years. Mr. Ulrich said, "he will always be part 

ofus." 

Citizens Requests 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolf spoke to the Board about elementary education and young minds being 

impressionable. He said the district must be mindful of what is being taught - and how it's being 

taught. 

Board Communication 

Mr. Ulrich read aloud a letter the Board received from Mr. Bill McKay, Superintendent, in which 

he outlined his intent to retire from the district, effective June 30, 2023. The Board will formally 

accept his retirement intention at the September 19th Voting meeting. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, September 19, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mr. Chris Killinger, Director of Teaching & Leaming; Mrs. Ashley 

Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, 

Director of Operations; Mrs. Melissa Paparella, Principal, Mifflin Park Elementary; Mr. Cory 

Crider, Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. Nicole Pagan, Associate Principal, Middle School; 

Ms. Melissa Taylor, Associate Principal, high School. 

Others in Attendance - Jeffrey Litts, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:05pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of a personnel contract and a confidentiality matter. 

Motion by Adams and second by Peterson to Approve Minutes of the Meetings held August 15, 

2022 and September 12, 2022, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Roby and second by Palange to Approve Treasurer's Report of August 30, 2022, as 

presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Adams to Approve Bills Paid in the total amount of 

$4,128,659.15, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Presentation - Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community 

Relations, gave a presentation to the Board on the District's new branding process and the 

development of a new, universal mustang logo. 
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Citizens Requests 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe shared his thoughts on flags and symbols. 

Mrs. Alyssa Oxenreider expressed concern over the high school's student dress code, asserting 

that a number of female students do not dress and/or cover themselves appropriately for class. 

Mr. Keith Worley inquired about whether Governor Mifflin had a plan to incorporate 

acknowledgement of Constitution Day (September 17th) into the curriculum. 

Mr. Donald Kennedy returned to voice his displeasure with the District's new website, saying he 

does not feel it's user-friendly. 

The Board acknowledged receipt of the following Communication 

Mr. Bill McKay, Superintendent - intent to retire 

The Board acknowledged Administration's receipt of the following Right-to-Know Requests 

Jason Foster {IBEW Local 743} - all bid documents by low bidder Cedar Electric, 

for the GM Athletic Community Center construction project 

Trisha Frasetto of Nicholl, Charles Jones LLC - listing of all real estate taxes 

paid in August, 2022 

Reports 

Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Legislative/PSBA representative, shared information on the Purple Star 

School Program which helps military families transition and the 2022-2023 CTE Presidential 

Scholarship program, for which each state may nominate students who demonstrate excellence in 

Career & Technical Education. He also shared that he attended the COLA meeting, where some 

of the topics discussed included the pension system and its impact on budgets, school choice, 

teacher shortages, and superintendent turnover. On the priority list were school safety, and 

education funding, and on the watch list was the topic of alternatives to the school property tax. 

FINANCE 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Adams to Approve Budget Transfers for 2022-2023, as 

presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Palange to Approve a Renewal Agreement with the Berks 

County Intermediate Unit to provide meals for their Head Start programs held at Mifflin Park 

and Cumru Elementary for the 2022-2023 school year, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Pannafino and second by Haggerty to Approve Conrad Siegel Actuaries to perform 

the 2022 ACA Employer Reporting, at a fee of $7,000 (no increase), as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Friedlander to Adopt the Berks Career & Technology 

Center Resolution, turning transportation responsibility over to participating school districts, 

effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Adams to Adopt Resolution in accordance with Act 57, to 

require the District's tax collectors to exempt a taxpayer from having to pay penalties and 

interest on a real estate bill if the taxpayer meets the criteria of Act 57, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PERSONNEL 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Palange to Approve an Agreement with PSBA Human 

Resource Services to conduct a compensation analysis, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the Revised High School 

Co-Curricular listing for 2022-2023, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Adams to Approve the Student Teaching Placements for 

Fall, 2022, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Haggerty to Approve a change in the Hourly Teacher 

base pay rate to $20/hour, retroactive to the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year; position 

remains non-exempt 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Palange to Accept the retirement of Mr. William McKay, 

Superintendent, to be effective June 30, 2023 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following Resignations 

Carrano, Renne 

Carrier, Meredith 

Fulk, Debra 

Malave, Yelitza 

Munn, Katie 

- High School, Paraprofessional; effective September 2, 2022

- High School, Biology; effective September 20, 2022

- High School, Food Service; effective September 1, 2022

- High School, Food Service; effective August 29, 2022

- Middle School, Foreign Language; effective date TBD

(subject to 60-day hold)

Resignations - Co-Curricular 

Habecker, Lisa - Assistant Coach, Water Polo; effective for the Fall,

2022 season

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Haggerty to Approve the following Termination 

Esser, Tasha 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- GMIS, Part-time Paraprofessional; effective

August 24, 2022 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following for Employment* 

*All employments are approved pending the successful and satisfactory completion of

new hire documentation, acceptable clearance results, and meeting all employment

requirements

Alvarado, Ana - High School, Part-time Food Service; effective

September 2, 2022 (replacing Yelitza Malave)

Baumgartle, Joyce - Substitute Secretary; effective September 1, 2022

Becker, Sasha - Middle School, Foreign Language Long-Term Substitute;

Callahan, Kellie 

effective September 26, 2022 (replacing Katie Munn -

resignation)

- GMIS, Part-time Paraprofessional; effective September

2, 2022 (new position)
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Greisler, Grant - Mifflin Park, Phys Ed; effective approximately

October 6, 2022; Professional contract, Masters Step 8

(replacing Burnell Smucker - resignation)

Khurshid, Kanwal - (Correction) Brecknock, Part-time Paraprofessional

and Lunch Aide; effective August 22, 2022 (replacing

Paula Grillo)

Lilley, Arielle - GMIS, Part-time Paraprofessional; effective August 22,

2022 (replacing Tracy Graver)

Ortiz, Raisa - (Correction) Middle School, Part-time Food Service

Head Cashier; effective August 22, 2022 (replacing

Dayna Rodriguez)

Snyder, Claire - Supportive Substitute; effective August 29, 2022

Waradzin, Diane - Substitute Secretary; effective September 1, 2022

Wentling, Susan - Hosting of a Kutztown University Reading Graduate

Intern (Cecilia Weiler); effective for the 2022-2023

school year; stipend $250 to be paid from ESSER funds

(Cumru, Reading Specialist)

Mustang Movers After-School Club (Additions) 

Davis, Kelsey 

Hepner, Sue 

Moore, April 

Moyer, Ann 

High School After-School Tutoring HELP Teachers, 2022-2023 

Belick, Nicole McDevitt, Natalie Voit, Ralph 

Dennis, Angela 

Hickman, Amy 

Kurtz, Travis 

McCarthy, Bob 

Mugar, Susan 

Selbst, Brad 

Stinson, Jen 

High School After-School Detention, 2022-2023 

McDevitt, Natalie 
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Williams, Todd 

Woronko, Christine 

Yenser, Rich 



Middle School WIN Period Supervising Teachers, 2022-2023 

McGovern, Hannah Reigel, Sarah Yeager, Joanne 

Employment - Co-Curricular 

Drop, Jessica 

Tice, Eva 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Assistant Coach, Girls Cross Country; effective for

the Fall, 2022 season; stipend $2,991.51

(position was vacant)

- Assistant Coach, Water Polo; effective for the

Fall, 2022 season; stipend $2,719.56 (replacing

Lisa Habecker - resignation)

Motion by Friedlander and second by Adams to Approve the following Status Changes 

Hummel, Megan 

Oplinger, Scott 

Perry, Tara 

Riegel, Michele 

Sanchez,Reuben 

Zenie, William 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Mifflin Park, Part-time Paraprofessional to Mifflin

Park, Full-time Paraprofessional; effective August 19, 

2022 (replacing Melodee Ruoss) 

- High School, Floating LTS to High School,

Science; effective September 19, 2022; Professional

contract, Masters Step 18 (replacing William Zenie -

position change)

- Brecknock, Part-time Paraprofessional to Cumru,

Part-time Paraprofessional; effective date TBD

(replacing Debra DiCrocco)

- Brecknock, Full-time Paraprofessional to High

School, Full-time Paraprofessional; effective date

TBD (replacing Renne Carrano - resignation)

- Supportive Substitute to High School, 2nd shift

Part-time Custodian; effective September 12, 2022

(replacing Lucianne Garcia - position change)

- High School, Science to High School, Biology;

effective September 19, 2022 (replacing Meredith

Carrier - resignation)
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Motion by Friedlander and second by Adams to Approve the following for Leave of Absence 

Curry, Chad - Family Medical Leave (intermittent); effective

Griffin, Heather 

Kupp, Gerald 

Stoltzfus, Kristin 

MOTION CARRIED. 

September 15 - November 8, 2022 (Cumru, Principal) 

- Family Medical Leave; effective September 23 -

October 9, 2022 (Middle School, FCS)

- Family Medical Leave; effective October 3 - November

18, 2022 (Cumru, Head Custodian)

- Family Medical Leave; effective September 3 -

September 12, 2022 (Brecknock, Speech)

Motion by Freidlander and second by Haggerty to Approve the following Volunteers -

Co-Curricular 

HS Girls Volleyball - Roberto Pimentel

MS Girls Volleyball - Kylene Knepp

MS Field Hockey 

HS Boys Soccer 

MS Cheerleading 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Danielle King

- Abe Carello

- Kasey Rudzik

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following In-Service Tuition 

Reimbursement Requests 

Davis, Tara 

Davis, Tara 

Dolan, Kathleen 

- PA Western University, Course #7130: Psychological

Perspectives in Sport Performance Enhancement; 

August 22 - December 9, 2022; 3 credits; tuition 

$1,548; reimbursement $1,548 (Asst Athletic Trainer) 

- PA Western University, Course #7520: Corrective

Exercise Program Design; August 22 - December 9,

2022; 3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement

$1,548 (Asst Athletic Trainer)

- York College of PA, Course #597: Foundations of

English Learner Literacy; August 22 - October 12,

2022; 3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement

$1,548 (GMIS, Grade 5)
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Himmelberger, Leah - California University of PA, Course #7600: 

Kemp, Kristen 

Kulp, Isaac 

Martin, Stephanie 

Moulin, Lauren 

Ross, Kelly 

Leadership & Professional Development; August 22 -

December 9, 2022; 3 credits; tuition $1,548; 

reimbursement $1,548 (High School, Phys Ed) 

- Kutztown University, Course #500: Legal, Historical,

& Philosophical Foundations of Multicultural Education;

August 29 - December 17, 2022; 3 credits; tuition

$1,548; reimbursement $1,548 (GMIS, Grade 6)

- Millersville University, Course #589: French Cultural/

Literature Studies; August 22 - December 9, 2022;

3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement $1,548

(High School, English)

- Kutztown University, Course #530: Makerspaces &

Technology Enhanced Programming; August 29 -

December 17, 2022; 3 credits; tuition $1,548;

reimbursement $1,548 (Mifflin Park, Grade 3)

- Albright College, Course #520: Curriculum Design;

October 3 - November 6, 2022; 3 credits; tuition

$1,480; reimbursement $1,480 (Middle School, STEM)

- Wilkes University, Course #502: Language Concepts

for Second Language Leaming & Teaching; September

6 - October 23, 2022; 3 credits; tuition $1,548;

reimbursement $1,548 (Mifflin Park, Grade 1)

Sweigart, Marcela - University of Massachusetts Global, Course #9024:

Responsive Classroom Elementary Advanced

Level II; August 23, 2022 - February 23, 2023; 3 credits;

tuition $240; no reimbursement (Cumru, Kindergarten)

In-Service Tuition Reimbursement Requests - Masters Plus 

Flanagan, Kristina - BCIU, Mindfulness for Educators & their Students;

October 31 - December 11, 2022; 3 credits; tuition 

$475; reimbursement $475 (Brecknock, Psychologist) 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, October 3, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mrs. Dawn 

Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. 

Christina Worley - 8. Absent - Mr. Jeffrey Haggerty - 1. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Mr. David Argentati, Director of 

Pupil Services; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. Pat Tulley, Athletic Director; Mrs. 

Trish Seifert, Supervisor of Elementary Special Education; Mr. Gregg Stanley, Director of 

Technology; Mr. Aaron Kopetsky, Principal, Brecknock Elementary; Ms. Carissa Harley, 

Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. Melissa Taylor, Associate Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; Miss Lydia Kitsch, 

Student Board Representative; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:05pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for a student discipline matter. 

Presentation - Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant Superintendent, presented an update on the Total 

Experience Leaming (TEL) program, which included testimonials from trained TEL teachers and 

students who shared the excitement of their experiences. 

Citizens Requests 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe shared his thoughts on childhood gender identity. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

The Board received an update on the progress of the Secondary Campus construction project. 

FINANCE 

Mrs. Diane Richards, CFO, provided the Board with an overview of the 2023-2024 Budget 

planning process, including the timeline and discussion of the Act 1 Index. 
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ATHLETIC/CO-CURRICULAR 

Mr. Pat Tulley, Athletic Director presented on the growth and success of the Girls Wrestling 

team. Mr. Kevin Ochs, Girls Wrestling coach shared his enthusiasm on the forward movement 

of the program and senior Abbie Koch spoke to her personal experience as a female wrestler. 

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 

There was discussion around the Greater Governor Mifflin League's request to move the July, 

2023 Community Days event from the High School campus to the Intermediate School campus, 

due to the secondary campus construction project making the normal location unavailable. The 

Board gave its verbal blessing for the GGML to move forward. 

Superintendent's Report - Mr. McKay was happy to report that the Adult English Classes being 

held two evenings a week at the high school have been successful, with over 30 people attending 

who are all excited about advancing their English proficiency. He also shared that the 

Comprehensive Planning process is beginning, under the direction of Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent, and urged anyone interested in participating to contact her. Mr. McKay said that 

the October 1st Homecoming event was great, despite the rainy weather, and the Homecoming 

dance was hugely successful, with over 800 students in attendance. 

Prior to adjournment, Dr. Lisa Peterson took a moment to clarify accessibility of Board agendas. 

Board policy/intent is to have all Board agendas posted on the website, as well as made available 

in the administrative office in advance of the meetings. She pointed out that, as we all know, 

technology is not always perfect and technological difficulties/glitches can occur. In the event 

this happens, the district does its best to remedy the situation as quickly as possible and, 

meanwhile, a hard copy of the agenda is always available for review in the administrative office. 

No voting activity took place during this meeting. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Roby to Adjourn the Meeting at 8:40pm. 
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Sharon L. Patton 

Board Recording Secretary 



Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, November 7, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mrs. Ashley 

Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, 

Director of Operations; Mr. Pat Tulley, Athletic Director; Ms. Laura Gudikunst, Food Service 

Director; Mrs. Melissa Paparella, Principal, Mifflin Park Elementary; Mr. Cory Crider, Principal, 

Intermediate School; Ms. Nicole Pagan, Associate Principal, Middle School; Mr. Steve Murray, 

Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; Lydia Kitsch and Julian 

Colamarino, Student Board Representatives; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7: 13pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of personnel matters and a student placement. 

There were no Citizens Requests to address the Board. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

The Board was given an update on the progress of the Secondary Campus construction project. 

During review of the Agenda, voting action was taken on the following items: 

FINANCE 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Palange to Approve Appealing the decision of the Board 

of Assessment Appeals, reducing the assessment for property located at 2675 Morgantown 

Road, Parcel #39530404946699, from $26,875,600 to $22,050,000, to the Court of Common 

Pleas 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, October 17, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, 

Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mr. David 

Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mrs. Ashley 

Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Chad Curry, 

Principal, Cumru Elementary; Mr. Cory Crider, Principal, Intermediate School; Mr. Tony 

Alvarez, Principal, Middle School; Mr. T.J. Miller, Associate Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ben Pratt, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; Lydia Kitsch and Julian Colamarino, Student Board Representatives; professional staff 

and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:03pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of personnel matters. 

Motion by Haggerty and second by Friedlander to Approve Minutes of the Meetings held 

September 19, 2022 and October 3, 2022, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Palange and second by Adams to Approve the Treasurer's Report of September 30, 

2022, as presented; Quarterly COVID Grant Report provided as an informational item 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve Bills Paid in the total amount of 

$4,196,651.23, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Presentations 

- Brian Boland, Esq., of Kozloff Stoudt, presented a check to the district in memory of Mr.

Kyle Conrad, as part of his firm's Coach of the Month program. The $500 donation will

be earmarked for an athletic scholarship.
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, November 21, 2022 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mr. Jeffrey Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn 

Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson (remote), Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina 

Worley - 7. Absent - Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Dr. Michele Roby - 2. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mrs. Ashley 

Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Pat Tulley, 

Athletic Director; Mr. Aaron Kopetsky, Principal, Brecknock Elementary. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; Julian Colamarino and 

Lydia Kitsch, Student Board Representatives; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:04pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of personnel matters. 

Motion by Adams and second by Palange to Approve Minutes of the Meetings held October 17, 

2022 and November 7, 2022, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Adams and second by Haggerty to Approve the Treasurer's Report of October 31, 

2022, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Adams and second by Palange to Approve Bills Paid in the total amount of 

$8,188,553.06, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Staff Recognitions - The Amazing Mustang program aims to recognize staff members who go 

above and beyond and demonstrate exceptional excellence in service and, each month, several 

employees will be acknowledged by the Board for their efforts. In the spotlight this evening 

were Johanna Reber (Intermediate School) and Kristen Wilbert (High School. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, January 9, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, 

Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mr. Tim Ziegler, 

Director of Operations; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & 

Community Relations; Mrs. Trish Seifert, Supervisor of Elementary Special Education; Mrs. 

Melissa Paparella, Principal, Mifflin Park Elementary; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, 

Intermediate School; Ms. Nicole Pagan, Associate Principal, Middle School; Mr. Steve Murray, 

Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; Julian Colamarino and 

Lydia Kitsch, Student Board Representatives; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of the current Superintendent search. 

Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board and Administration found it necessary to add a last-minute 

voting item to this agenda (under the Property section) and, since the addition was made within 

24 hours of the meeting time, the Sunshine Law requires that the Board first make a motion to 

amend the agenda: 

Motion by Peterson and second by Roby to Amend the Work Meeting Agenda of January 9, 

2023 to include the addition of Property Section, Item #4, per Sunshine Law guidelines 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Citizens Requests 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe spoke about predictive programming, conspiracy and conspiracy theorists. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

Mr. Damien Spahr of SiteLogiq provided the Board with an update on the secondary campus 

construction project. He highlighted that the new GMACC facility will shortly be under-roof. 
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CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION 

Mr. Steve Murray, High School Principal, gave the Board an overview of several new courses to 

be added to the Program of Studies for the 2023-2024 school year, including History in the 

Media, Invasion Games, Event Planning & Hospitality and Ceramics Studio & Design. 

Motion by Roby and second by Friedlander to Approve High School Course of Studies 

additions for 2023-2024, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PROPERTY 

Motion by Peterson and second by Friedlander to Approve, upon solicitor review, an Agreement 

with UGI Utilities, Inc., to grant "Right of Way" access and operation of underground natural 

gas supply equipment on GMSD property, as specified in the construction documentation, for the 

purpose of providing the GMACC facility with natural gas service 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Prior to adjournment, Mrs. Friedlander shared that she had attended a recent meeting of the GM 

Education Foundation and requested that Beth Stanislawczyk, Director of the Foundation, be 

scheduled to present information at the Board's February Work meeting. 

Mr. Pannafino gave a shout-out to the Mohnton/Cumru Lions Club for holiday turkey donations 

to families in need, and thanked the administrators for their assistance in the distribution process. 

Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board would hold a brief Executive Session after adjournment of 

the regular meeting for discussion of a legal matter. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Adams to Adjourn the Meeting at 7:35pm. 
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Sharon L. Patton 

Board Recording Secretary 



Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, January 23, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mrs. Ashley 

Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, 

Director of Operations; Mr. Pat Tulley, Athletic Director; Mrs. Melissa Paparella, Principal, 

Mifflin Park Elementary; Mr. Aaron Kopetsky, Principal, Brecknock Elementary; Mr. Tony 

Alvarez, Principal, Middle School; Mr. Thomas Miller, Associate Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ben Pratt, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; Julian Colamarino and Lydia Kitsch, Student Board Representatives; professional staff 

and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. IBrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting to discuss the superintendent search. 

Presentations 

• Mr. Bill McKay, Superintendent, announced that January is PSBA School Director

Recognition Month, and acknowledged our nine Board members for volunteering their

time and commitment to serving on the Board.

• Staff Recognitions - Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources, brought

forward two outstanding employees for Board recognition: Samantha Bolles and Cyndi

Stevens. Samantha and Cyndi were both recognized for consistently going above and

beyond expectations and for inspiring student success.

Motion by Roby and second by Peterson to Approve Minutes of the Meetings held December 

19, 2022 and January 9, 2023, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

1 





























Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, February 6, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn 

Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. 

Christina Worley - 8. Absent - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams - 1. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. David Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mr. Chris Killinger, Director 

of Teaching & Leaming; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & 

Community Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mrs. Trish Seifert, Supervisor of 

Elementary Special Education; Mr. Chad Curry, Principal, Cumru Elementary; Ms. Carissa 

Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. Melissa Taylor, Associate Principal, High 

School. 

Others in Attendance - Jeffrey Litts, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; Julian Colamarino and Lydia Kitsch, Student Board Representatives, professional staff 

and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00pm by Mr. James illrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session for discussion of personnel issues and the superintendent search. 

Mr. illrich publicly summarized the process followed by the Board in its search for a new 

superintendent and announced that Dr. Lisa Hess, current Assistant Superintendent, has been 

chosen by the Board to be the next superintendent of the Governor Mifflin School District. Dr. 

Hess will be formally elected to the position at the February 17th Voting meeting and will take 

the reins effective July 1, 2023. 

Presentations 

High School Artist Rebecca Cochran was acknowledged for her artwork displayed at the Berks 

County Intermediate Unit as part of the 2023 Student Artwork Showcase event. Miss Cochran 

was presented with a framed print of her rendering which depicts her vision of Mustang Nation. 

Dr. Lisa Hess and Mr. Chris Killinger presented to the Board on state assessment data results, the 

Comprehensive Planning process, and an update on Curriculum. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, April 3, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn 

Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. James Ulrich, Mrs. 

Christina Worley - 8. Absent - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams - 1. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, 

Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mr. David 

Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of 

Communications & Community Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. Pat 

Tulley, Athletic Director; Mrs. Melissa Paparella, Principal, Mifflin Park Elementary; Mr. Cory 

Crider, Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate 

School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; Julian Colamarino and 

Lydia Kitsch, Student Board Representatives; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:05pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of a legal issue, contract discussion and a personnel 

matter. 

Citizens Requests 

Jim & Sue Fitzpatrick spoke on the topic of preventing school violence, stressing the increase in 

tragic events nationwide. They requested that the Board issue a report to the community on what 

policies and measures the District has in place regarding school violence, and thanked the Board, 

administration and staff for all they do. 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe had Human Resources questions regarding the vetting of candidates for 

employment based on qualification and 'fit' with the mission statement, vision statements and 

beliefs & shared values of the district. He also inquired as to what role the Human Resources 

Department has in informing candidates of their rights regarding union membership and payroll 

deduction for union dues. 
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Mr. Andrew Pannafino reminded his fellow Board members of the PSBA webinar on School 

Safety & Security, scheduled for April 4th at 6:00pm. He also gave a shout-out to the April 1st 

Dodgeball for Life event, saying the turnout was wonderful and the volunteers were amazing, as 

everyone came together to raise money for cancer research. 

Mr. Bill McKay shared that the district received an anonymous letter from a senior citizen, who 

felt that the paperwork process for the tax rebate program was too complicated for seniors to 

navigate. He said that anyone aware of a senior citizen who needs guidance with filing for the 

rebate should encourage them to contact the administrative office for assistance. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Roby to Adjourn the Meeting at 7:43pm. 
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Sharon L. Patton 

Board Recording Secretary 

























Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, May 1, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. Chris Killinger, Director of Teaching & Leaming; Mrs. Kelly Price, 

Controller; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community 

Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Ms. Laura Gudikunst, Food Service Director; 

Mr. Chad Curry, Principal, Cumru Elementary; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, 

Intermediate School; Mr. Steve Murray, Principal, High School. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; Lydia Kitsch and Julian 

Colamarino, Student Board Representatives; professional staff and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7: 11 pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of personnel matters. 

Presentations - Mr. Steve Murray, High School Principal led the Board in acknowledging the 

following students for their outstanding accomplishments: Jayleah Pletz (Girls Wrestling), 

Brady Detwiler (National Merit Finalist), and Jay Schoenen (National Merit Scholarship 

Finalist), all of whom have represented Governor Mifflin in an outstanding manner. 

Citizens Requests 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe spoke to the Board on the topic of restorative justice. 

BOARD BUSINESS 

The Board received its monthly update on the progress of the new GMACC construction project. 

Mr. Brian Shaffer of Sitelogiq shared current photos of the construction processes and noted 

some change orders. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, May 15, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeff 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, 

Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources; Mr. David 

Argentati, Director of Pupil Services; Mr. Chris Killinger, Director of Teaching & Leaming; Mrs. 

Kelly Price, Controller; Ms. Laura Gudikunst, Food Service Director; Mrs. Ashley 

Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations; Mrs. Trish Seifert, 

Supervisor of Elementary Special Education; Mrs. Melissa Paparella, Principal, Mifflin Park 

Elementary; Mr. Cory Crider, Principal, Intermediate School; Ms. Carissa Harley, Associate 

Principal, Intermediate School; Mr. Tony Alvarez, Principal, Middle School. 

Others in Attendance - Jeffrey Litts, Esq., Board Solicitor; Sharon Patton, Board Recording 

Secretary; Lydia Kitsch and Julian Colamarino, Student Board Representatives; professional staff 

and citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for discussion of personnel and negotiations matters. 

Amazing Mustang Staff Recognitions - Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of Human Resources, 

introduced employees Josh Rosenbaum and Betty Hayles, and recognized them for going above 

and beyond in their contributions to the success of Mustang Nation. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Roby to Approve Minutes of the Meetings held April 17, 

2023 and May 1, 2023, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Roby and second by Palange to Approve the Treasurer's Report of April 30, 2023, 

as presented Quarterly Summary - COVID-Related Grants 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Haggerty and second by Roby to Approve Bills Paid in the total amount of 

$4,298,199.07, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Citizens Requests 

Mr. Jeffrey Wolfe spoke to the Board about CRSE. 

Mr. M. Eugene Stoltzfus spoke on the topic of school security and said the Board should 

consider increasing security throughout the District. 

Mrs. Bettyjane Stoltzfus asked about whether any further steps have been taken by the 

Board/District toward increasing school security since last month's meeting. 

Mr. Jim Fitzpatrick said he recently met one-on-one with Mr. Bill McKay, Superintendent, 

regarding school safety. He complimented the Board on the steps already taken and wondered if 

they are sufficient to achieve the highest level of protection. He noted that he and his wife would 

be willing to volunteer and suggested the Board consider adding greater security measures. 

There were no Communications received by the Board. 

The Board acknowledges Administration's receipt of the following Right-to-Know Request: 

- Mr. John Wallingford requested a listing of total meal debt by building, total

number of students eligible for free & reduced meals, operating statements for

2018-2019 & 2022-2023, lunch prices for 2018-2019 & 2022-2023, and any Board

policies for food services.

Reports 

Board Member Representatives - Mr. Andrew Pannafino said he had sent his fellow Board 

members a PSBA Liaison Digest communication, which encouraged them to complete a survey. 

Superintendent's Report - Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant Superintendent, noted that these last two 

weeks of the school year are very busy, with various end-of-year events, concerts, award 

ceremonies, elementary plays, field days, field trips, the junior/senior prom, Baccalaureate and 

Graduation on May 25th. The last day of school is May 26, 2023. 

Student Representatives' Report - Julian Colamarino reported on activities at Cumru Elementary, 

including the 4th Grade performance of Snow White, Field Day and a Fun Run, which will help 

raise money for new playground equipment. 
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At Mifflin Park, he noted that the TEL team visited Mrs. Orzechowski's Kindergarten class to 

learn about praying mantis eggs, 3rd and 4th grade students took the PSSA's and The High 

School's Groovy Grinds staff delivered drinks to teachers on May 11th. At the Intermediate 

School, the PTO's One Big Night event was held on April 20th, students worked hard on PSSA's 

and a kickball tournament was held. 

Lydia Kitsch noted that the Spring Concert was held on May 9th, students had the opportunity to 

tour the Berks Career & Technology Center on May 8th and 9th, and the 8th grade class attended 

a Reading Phillies game. She also shared that the Gaming Club participated in a tournament that 

led them to the state semi-finals. The High School, she said, was in full swing with year-end 

events including the Sports Awards on May 18th, the Prom on May 20th, the Senior Awards on 

May 22nd, the Music Awards on May 23rd, Baccalaureate on May 24th and Graduation on May 

25th, with the last day of school being Friday, May 26th. 

Presentations 

Lydia Kitsch and Julian Colamarino were acknowledged and thanked by the Board for 

representing the student body, in an excellent manner, as Student Board Representatives. Lydia 

plans to attend Auburn University for nursing and Julian will begin his college studies at RACC 

and then transfer to Penn State for Business. 

Erin Hulsey was recognized for being the District's nominee for the BCIU Annie Sullivan 

Award. Mrs. Trish Seifrit, Supervisor of Elementary Special Education, spoke to Erin's many 

credits. 

Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community Relations, shared 

information with the Board on the Class Intercom Social Media Management Tool that she plans 

to implement in the near future. 

Mr. Chris Killinger, Director of Teaching & Leaming, Ms. Johanna Reber and her students 

presented enthusiasm with the Board for the successful pilot program of the Amplify Science 

K-8 Resource.

FINANCE 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Palange to Approve Budget Transfers for 2022-2023, as 

presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Pannafino and second by Palange to Approve Proposed Final Budget for the 

2023-2024 fiscal year, in the amount of $79,886,475 and setting millage at 30.1 mills(½ mill 

increase), as presented Reference Item: Budget Highlights 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Worley to Approve G. H. Harris as Delinquent Per 

Capita Tax Collector for the 2023-2024 fiscal year 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Worley to Approve the Workers' Compensation 

Insurance Program for the 2023-2024 fiscal year; coverage through UPMC, with Arthur J. 

Gallagher & Company, Johnstown, PA as broker; annual premium is $169,871 (8% increase) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Worley to Approve the Student Accident & Sports 

Insurance for the 2023-2024 fiscal year, as recommended by Rhonda Mayer, Tompkins 

Insurance, as broker, with Alive Risk, at an annual premium of $11,361.50; covers all sports and 

swim programs, and includes a rider for assault/violent crimes (no increase from prior year) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Worley to Approve Governor Mifflin's participation in 

PDE 's Summer Food Service program, to be run at the Cumru Elementary building; May 30 -

August 18, 2023 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Haggerty to Approve Request to submit delinquent 2022 

Supplemental Per Capita Tax bills to G. H. Harris for collection, as follows: 

• Brecknock: 15 bills totaling $150

• Cumru: 116 bills totaling $1,160

• Kenhorst: 25 bills totaling $250

• Mohnton: 18 bills totaling $180

• Shillington: 74 bills totaling $740

Total: 248 bills, totaling $2,480 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Worley to Award 2023-2024 Art Supply Bids in the total 

amount of $23,649.27, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Pannafino and second by Palange to Approve the Property Tax Rebate program for 

tax year 2022; program is based on a set dollar amount limit of $150,000 and payments will be 

disbursed once a year; effective for tax year 2021 payments, there will be an increase in the tax 

rebate amount provided to qualifying seniors, as follows: 

Income Level Prior GM Rebate New GM Rebate 

$0 to $8,000 $390.00 $624.00 

$8,001 to $15,000 $300.00 $480.00 

$15,001 to $18,000 $180.00 $288.00 

$18,001 to $35,000 $150.00 $240.00 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Palange to Approve the Food Service Budget for 

2023-2024, in the amount of $2,572,605, as presented; Breakfast and lunch available to all 

students at no cost under the Community Eligible Provision (CEP); applicable prices for the 

2023-2024 school year, as follows: 

Adult Meals: Breakfast, $2.45; Lunch, $4.25 

A La Carte: Priced, as necessary 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Worley to Approve Five (5) year Agreement with 

BusPatrol, effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year, to install side cameras on school 

buses at a cost of $1,500/bus, for purposes of working with municipal police departments to cite 

any vehicle that illegally passes a stopped school bus with its arm activated, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Adams to Approve Lease Agreement with Great 

American Financial Services Corp., for a mail machine and folder/sorter, at a cost of 

$375/month for 63 months, effective June 1, 2023 (a 14% reduction from prior lease) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Pannafino and second by Roby to Adopt Resolution in Support of SB180 and 

HB180: School Meals for All, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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PERSONNEL 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Appoint Mrs. Caryn Friedlander as Treasurer for 

the 2023-2024 fiscal year 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Appoint Ms. Sharon Patton as Board Recording 

Secretary for the 2023-2024 fiscal year; rate is $100/meeting ($30/mtg increase) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Haggerty to Approve the following items collectively: 

• 2023 Extended School Year staffing, as presented

• 2023 Summer Zone staffing, as presented

• 2023 Summer Operations/IT staffing, as presented

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve Request of Mrs. Jillian Lynch 

(Brecknock, STEM) to complete a secondary level Principal Internship; 180 hours for the Fall 

semester of the 2023-2024 school year, as required by Indiana University of Pennsylvania's 

principal certification course of study; time will be spent in both secondary buildings, with Tony 

Alvarez and Steve Murray serving as Mentors 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Adams to Approve Student Teaching/Observations for 

May, 2023, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following Retirements 

Argentati, David 

Baker, Linda 

Dennis, Angela 

- Director of Pupil Services; effective July 19, 2023;

30 years of service 

- Brecknock, Grade 2; effective for the end of the

2022-2023 school year; 34 years of service

- High School, LRC Coordinator; effective for the

end of the 2022-2023 school year; 30 years of

service
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Pasko, Sherry 

Phillips, Lynne 

Strain, Michele 

- GMIS, Lunch Aide; effective April 24, 2023;

21 years of service

- Cumru, IO-month Secretary; effective June 9, 2023;

26 years of service

- Cumru, Grade 2; effective for the end of the

2022-2023 school year; 31 years of service

MOTION CARRIED. (Mr. James Ulrich thanked all of these retirees for their many years of 

dedicated service to the District). 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following Resignations 

Caprioli, Linda 

Heller, Karen 

Magguzu,Amelia 

Richards, Diane 

Seifert, Trish 

Sweigert, Jennifer 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Brecknock, Lunch Aide; effective for the end of the

2022-2023 school year 

- Cumru, 2nd Shift Custodian; effective May 19, 2023

- Mifflin Park, Paraprofessional; effective for the end

of the 2022-2023 school year

- Chief Financial Officer; effective June 30, 2023

- Supervisor of Elementary Special Education; effective

May 26, 2023

- Brecknock, Grade 1; effective for the end of the

2022-2023 school year

Motion by Friedlander and second by Adams to Approve the following for Employment* 

*All employments are approved pending the successful and satisfactory completion of

new hire documentation, acceptable clearance results, and meeting all employment

requirements

Defelice, Elizabeth - Middle School, Intro to Foreign Language; 

effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year; 

TPE BS Step 3 (replacing Sasha Becker - assignment 

change) 
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Folk, Jamie 

Gerhart, Allison 

Rothrock, Jenna 

Rueter, Phillip 

Shuman,Amy 

- Middle School, STEM; effective for the start of the

2023-2024 school year; Professional contract,

Masters + 18 Step 18 (replacing Lauren Moulin -

resignation)

- High School FCS; effective for the start of the

2023-2024 school year; Professional contract,

M+45 Step 18 (replacing Nicole Belick - resignation)

- Middle School, English; effective for the start of the

2023-2024 school year; TPE, BS Step 1 (replacing

Leah Vey - resignation)

- High School, Leaming Support; effective for the start

of the 2023-2024 school year; TPE, Masters Step 1

(replacing Kassie Kesneck - assignment change)

- Brecknock, elementary teacher; effective for the start

of the 2023-2024 school year; Professional contract,

Masters Step 8 (replacing Linda Baker - retirement)

High School AP Exam Proctors 

Deirdre Bieber, Linda Fox, Holly Lang, Karen Stump 

High School Credit Recovery Teachers 2023 

Blair, Emma (Biology) 

Snyder, Shana (English) 

Mitzel, Gary (Math) 

Verbeke, Nathanael (English) 

Voit, Ralph (Math) 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Substitutes 

Eagle, Kristyna 

Mugar, Susan 

Pride, Deb 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Haggerty to Approve the following Status Changes 

Becker, Sasha - Middle School, Long-term Substitute, Foreign

Language to High School, Long-term Substitute, 

French; effective for the start of the 2023-2024 

school year 
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Clark, Alison 

Cruz, Ileana 

- High School, English to Mifflin Park, Librarian;

temporary assignment for the 2023-2024 school year

(covering for Corinne Brumbach - Child-Rearing Leave)

- Middle School, Full-time Paraprofessional to High

School, Full-time Paraprofessional; effective for the

start of the 2023-2024 school year (replacing

Wendy Yourkavitch)

Jones-Garman, Koryn - Mifflin Park, Long-term Substitute to Mifflin Park, 

Leaming Support, effective for the start of the 

2023-2024 school year; TPE, BS Step 1 (replacing 

Tabitha Knause - resignation) 

Kesneck, Kassie 

Latchum, Devon 

- High School, Leaming Support to High School,

English; effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school

year ( covering for Alison Clark - assignment change)

- Brecknock teaching assignment will be Grade 2;

effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year

(replacing Alesha Capogna - resignation)

McCoach, Kaitlyn - GMIS, Long-term Substitute to GMIS, Grade 5;

Murray, Kim 

Phillips, Amanda 

Reigel, Sarah 

effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year;

TPE BS Step 2 (replacing Amanda Phillips -

assignment change)

- High School, Guidance Counselor to High School,

Career Coach; effective for the start of the

2023-2024 school year (new position)

- GMIS, Grade 5 to GMIS, Instruction & Student Data

Specialist; effective for the start of the 2023-2024

school year (replacing Emily Byrne - resignation)

- Middle School, Leaming Support to GMIS, Leaming

Support; effective for the start of the 2023-2024

school year (new position)
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Russo, Sabina 

Weber, Charles 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Mifflin Park teaching assignment will be Grade 1;

effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year

(replacing Kimberly Dell - retirement)

- Supportive Substitute to Brecknock, Full-time, 2nd

shift Custodian; effective June 12, 2023 (replacing

Ty Blimline - resignation)

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following Leaves of Absence 

Brumbach, Corinne - Child-Rearing Leave; effective for the 2023-2024

school year (Mifflin Park, Librarian) 

Eagle, Kristyna 

Leisawitz, Jessica 

Murray, Amber 

Shockey, Kirstin 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- Rescinding of Sabbatical Leave for the first semester

of the 2023-2024 school year (previously approved

in April, 2023)

- Family Medical Leave; effective April 23, 2023

through TBD (Cumru, Grade 4)

- Family Medical Leave; effective September 19 -

28, 2023 (GMIS, Psychologist)

- Family Medical Leave; effective May 9 - 16, 2023

(Cumru, Reading Specialist)

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Approve the following In-Service Tuition 

Reimbursement Requests 

Carey, Shannon 

Carey, Shannon 

- California University of PA, Course #6200:

Assessment & Prescriptive Teaching; May 8 - June 

23, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement 

$1,548 (High School, Learning Support) 

- California University of PA, Course #6000: Special

Education Foundations & Collaboration; June 26 -

August 11, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $1,548

reimbursement $1,548 (HS, Learning Support)
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Rudzik, Zoe 

Rush, Nicole 

Rush, Nicole 

Rush, Nicole 

- Kutztown University, Course #505: Perspectives on

Instructional Technology & Learning; May 30 -

July 3, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement

$1,548 (High School, Spanish)

- Liberty University, Course #670: Curriculum &

Methods of Early Childhood Education; May 15 -

July 7, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $1,695; reimbursement

$1,548 (GMIS, ESL)

- Liberty University, Course #518: Education Research

& Assessment; May 15 - July 7, 2023; 3 credits;

tuition $1,695; reimbursement $1,548 (GMIS, ESL)

- Liberty University, Course #501: Advanced Child

Development; May 15 - July 7, 2023; 3 credits;

tuition $1,695; reimbursement $1,548 (GMIS, ESL)

In-Service Tuition Reimbursement Requests - Masters Plus 

Beears, Brian - BCIU, Mindfulness for Educators & Their Students;

Beears, Brian 

Cooper, Cecilia 

Faust, Katie 

July 10 - August 20, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $475; 

reimbursement $475 (Brecknock, Music) 

- BCIU, Discovering the Root Causes of Disruptive

Classroom Behavior; July 8 - August 19, 2023;

3 credits; tuition $475; no reimbursement

(Brecknock, Music)

- Vandercook College of Music; Course #7403:

Musical Theatre Preparation & Production;

June 5 - July 28, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $1,080;

reimbursement $1,080 (Mifflin Park, Music)

- BCIU, Be Trauma-Informed - When Behavior Plans

Don't Work; May 1 - 31, 2023; 3 credits; tuition

$475; no reimbursement (Brecknock, Kindergarten)
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Faust, Katie 

Greene, Jordan 

Greene, Jordan 

Lynch, Jillian 

Martin, Stephanie 

Martin, Stephanie 

O'Connor, Casey 

Redford, Karen 

-BCIU, Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom -

Strategies, Techniques & Material; May 5 -30, 2023;

3 credits; tuition $475; no reimbursement (Brecknock,

Kindergarten)

-Fresno Pacific University, Course #911: History

& Philosophy of Sports & Physical Education;

Summer, 2023; 3 credits; tuition $460; reimbursement

$460 (Cumru, Phys Ed)

-Fresno Pacific University, Course #923: Teaching

Lifetime Fitness; Summer, 2023; 3 credits; tuition

$460; no reimbursement (Cumru, Phys Ed)

-Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Course #798:

Principal Internship, Part II; Fall, 2023; 6 credits;

tuition $3,096; no reimbursement (Brecknock, STEM)

- Kutztown University, Course #503: Special

Education -Anatomy of the Eye; May 30 -July 3,

2023; 3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement

$1,548 (Mifflin Park, Grade 3)

-Kutztown University, Course #540: Library &

Leaming Technology -Management of Information

& Technology Centers; May 30 -July 3, 2023;

3 credits; tuition $1,548; reimbursement $1,548

(Mifllin Park, Grade 3)

-Lehigh University, Course #404: Cultural & Linguistic

Diversity; July 3 -August 12, 2023; 3 credits; tuition

$1,830; no reimbursement (Cumru, Reading Specialist)

- University of La Verne, Course #719: Understanding

Diversity & Ethnicity; Summer, 2023; 3 credits; tuition

$405; reimbursement $405 (High School, Spanish)

12 



Redford, Karen - University of La Verne, Course #713: Motivating

Students Who Don't Care; Summer, 2023; 3 credits;

tuition $405; no reimbursement (High School, Spanish)

In-Service Tuition Reimbursement Requests - Administrators 

Pagan, Nicole - Neumann University, Course #755: School Business

Pagan, Nicole 

Total: $19,298 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Management; May 7 - June 30, 2023; 3 credits; 

tuition $2,247 (Breckock, Interim Principal) 

- Neumann University, Course #778: Introduction to

Statistics using SPSS; July 5 - August 16, 2023;

3 credits; tuition $2,247 (Breckock, Interim Principal)

CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION 

Motion by Roby and second by Friedlander to Ratify Receipt of the roster for the Graduating 

Class of 2023, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Roby and second by Friedlander to Approve the following items collectively: 

• Authorize Governor Mifll.in's submission of the following Federal Programs

applications: Title I, Part A; Title II, Part A; Title III; Title IV

• Authorize Administration to apply for five (5) full Act 80 days and three (3) half Act

80 days for the 2023-2024 school year, for the purpose of providing appropriate

Curriculum articulation, other Curriculum--related activities, and Parent-Teacher

Conferences

• Authorize Administration to apply for three (3) additional Act 80 days for the

2023-2024 school year to support a staggered start for the incoming Kindergarten

class only, over the dates of August 21, 22 & 23, 2023 (½ of class each day)

• Authorize Administration to submit application to the PA Department of Education for

2023-2024 Flexible Instructional Days, as presented

• Authorize Administration to submit the Pre-K Counts re-bid grant application for

school year 2023-2024, as presented

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Roby and second by Friedlander to Approve Request of the High School TSA 

TEAMS (4 members and Advisor) to travel to the Kentucky International Convention Center, 

Louisville, Kentucky for the National Engineering Competition; Thursday, June 29 - Sunday, 

July 2, 2023; no cost to the District, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PUPIL SERVICES 

Motion by Palange and second by Roby to Approve the following items collectively: 

• Waiver of Expulsion Hearing Agreement for Student #809813, as presented

• Waiver of Expulsion Hearing Agreement for Student #806746, as presented

• Waiver of Expulsion Hearing Agreement for Student #820818, as presented

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Palange and second by Adams to Approve Renewal Agreement with the Caron 

Foundation to provide Student Assistance Program (SAP) services for the 2023-2024 school 

year, at a cost of $80,460, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PROPERTY 

Motion by Peterson and second by Worley to Approve the following items collectively: 

• Ratify Horst Change Order #05-R3 for additional shut-off valves installed on the water

supply lines entering and leaving the water meter pits; cost of $5,563.16, as presented

• Ratify Horst Change Order #11-Rl for tree and vegetation removal at the new high

school entry from Waverly Street; cost of $9,542.92, as presented

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Palange to Approve Cedar Change Order #12 for a 

temporary generator to be used during occupancy while waiting for delivery/installation of the 

procured Kohler generator; change order covers the occupancy through November, 2023 (the 

anticipated delivery month of the Kohler generator); cost of $19,527.61, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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Motion by Peterson and second by Worley to Approve the Operations Department Capital 

Project listing for items through the end of 2023, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

- GMSD Capital Reserve Items 2023

- GMSD Capital Reserve GMACC FFE

Motion by Peterson and second by Roby to Approve Proposal for an "As the Seasons Change" 

themed exterior mural at Brecknock Elementary, as presented, with the provision that the 

mural be installed as a non-permanent fixture 

MOTION CARRIED. 

POLICIES 

Motion by Palange and second by Adams to Approve Second Reading of Revision to Policy 

#101 - Mission StatementNision Statement/Belief Statements, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Palange to Approve the following Buildings & Grounds Use 

Requests 

Rhoback 

First Student 

Cumru Township 

Nick Singleton Content Photo Shoot 

GMSD Stadium 

5-12-23; 7:00am - 12:00pm

No Charge

First Student Driver Training 

High School LGI 

5-30-23 - 6-02-23; 7:30am - 4:00pm

No Charge

Cumru Township Zoning Hearing Board 

GMIS Cafeteria 

5-31-23; 5:30pm - 9:00pm

No Charge
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Reading United 

Evolution Baseball 

Evolution Baseball 

Evolution Baseball 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Reading United Soccer League 

GM Multipurpose Field 

6-13-23 - 8-03-23

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:30pm - 9:30pm

Fields & times assigned by Athletic Director

Rental Fees Apply

Evolution Baseball Practice 

N Baseball Field 

8-08-23 - 10-24-23; Tuesdays, 5:30pm - 7:00pm

Fields & times assigned by Athletic Director

Rental Fees Apply

Evolution Baseball Practice 

N Baseball Field 

8-26-23 - 9-30-23; Saturdays, 11 :00am - 1 :30pm

Fields & times assigned by Athletic Director

Rental Fees Apply

Evolution Baseball Practice 

N Baseball Field 

8-12-23 - 8-19-23; Saturdays, 12:30pm - 2:30pm

Fields & times assigned by Athletic Director

Rental Fees Apply

Prior to Adjournment, Board members expressed the following: 

Dr. Lisa Peterson shared a note she received from Julian Colamarino and the rest of the Groovy 

Grinds team, thanking the Board for their help and support in getting their high school business 

up and running. 

Mr. Andy Pannafino noted that an AED has now been placed in the Education Center's main 

lobby and also said that it was with regret that he accepted Mr. David Argentati 's retirement as 

Director of Pupil Services for the District. He said that Mr. Argentati wore many hats and has 

done an outstanding job. 
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Mrs. Christina Worley complimented Mr. Bill McKay, Superintendent, on his well-written article 

regarding the teaching profession that recently appeared in the Reading Eagle. She also inquired 

about the free COVID test kits that had been provided to the District and asked where the 

remaining kits were being stored. It was confirmed for her that the kits are kept in each 

building's nursing office. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Roby to Adjourn the Meeting at 8:16pm. 
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Official Proceedings of the GOVERNOR MIFFLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Monday, June 5, 2023 - Education Center 

Board Members in Attendance - Mrs. Elizabeth Adams, Mrs. Caryn Friedlander, Mr. Jeffrey 

Haggerty, Mrs. Dawn Palange, Mr. Andrew Pannafino, Dr. Lisa Peterson, Dr. Michele Roby, Mr. 

James Ulrich, Mrs. Christina Worley - 9. Absent - 0. 

Administrators in Attendance - Mr. William McKay, Superintendent; Dr. Lisa Hess, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mrs. Diane Richards, Chief Financial Officer; Ms. Stephanie Seifrit, Director of 

Human Resources; Mr. Chris Killinger, Director of Teaching & Leaming; Mrs. Kelly Price, 

Controller; Mrs. Ashley Shannon-Huembes, Director of Communications & Community 

Relations; Mr. Tim Ziegler, Director of Operations; Mr. Pat Tulley, Athletic Director; Ms. Laura 

Gudikunst, Food Service Director; Mrs. Nicole Pagan, Principal, Brecknock Elementary; Ms. 

Carissa Harley, Associate Principal, Intermediate School; Mr. Thomas Miller, Associate 

Principal, High School. Being Appointed at this meeting: Dr. Mary Libby, Assistant 

Superintendent; Mr. Brian Bell, Director of Student Services. 

Others in Attendance - Ms. Sharon Patton, Board Recording Secretary; professional staff and 

citizens. 

The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00pm by Mr. James Ulrich, Board President, followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call. Mr. Ulrich announced that the Board held an Executive 

Session prior to the meeting for receipt of the annual school safety & security report and 

discussion of personnel matters. 

Presentation 

A discussion was held around the upcoming Phase 3 of the secondary campus building project, 

which involves renovations and reconfiguration of learning spaces to the Middle School and 

High School buildings. Bids are expected to go out in late Fall/early Winter. Also discussed was 

the need for PP&L poles to be moved for the new GMACC building, with the Board needing to 

decide whether they preferred overhead wiring or underground wiring. The Board chose 

overhead wiring, as it would be less costly. 

There were no Citizens Requests to address the Board. 
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BOARD BUSINESS 

The Board received its monthly update on the progress of the new GMACC construction project. 

Mr. Brian Shaffer, of SitelogIQ, shared current photos of the processes and noted the listing of 

change orders brought to the Board for approval/ratification. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Palange to move this month's Voting meeting from June 

19th to June 26th, in recognition of the Juneteenth federal holiday. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PERSONNEL 

Dr. Lisa Hess presented the Board with her proposal for a new Director of Safe Schools & 

School Culture. This would be a full-time, 12-month Act 93 Administrative position and will 

appear as an action item on the June Voting agenda. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Appoint Dr. Mary Libby as Assistant 

Superintendent; four-year contract term is July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2027; salary for 

2023-2024 is $143,000 (replacing Dr. Lisa Hess - position change), as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. (Pannafmo abstained; Worley dissented) 

- Mr. Pannafino: "I am abstaining from my vote on Dr. Mary Libby as Assistant

Superintendent due to a lack of adequate transparency in the recruiting and interviewing

process as opposed to other administrative positions."

- Mrs. Worley: "I am uncomfortable making a governance decision affecting the district as

I was excluded from the search process. The decision to hire our top administrators was

placed in the hands of a few select board members and administrators. All other board

members did not have the opportunity to review resumes or interview candidates. These

were times when inclusivity really mattered and it did not happen. For this reason, I will

vote no on the selection of the assistant superintendent."

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Appoint Mr. Brian Bell as Director of Student 

Services; three-year contract term July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2026; salary for 2023-2024 is 

$130,000 (replacing David Argentati - retirement), as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Friedlander and second by Roby to Appoint Mrs. Nicole Pagan as Brecknock 

Elementary Principal; effective July 1, 2023; Full-time 12-month Act 93 Administrative salary 

for 2023-2024 is $106,584 (replacing Aaron Kopetsky - resignation) 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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CURRICULUM/INSTRUCTION 

Mr. Mike Kurtz, Social Studies Department Chair, shared background with the Board on the 

selection of a new Genocide Studies Holocaust Textbook to be used at the high school level. 

Motion by Roby and second by Friedlander to Adopt the Amplify Science K-8 Curriculum 

Resource, effective for the start of the 2023-2024 school year, as presented at the May 15th 

Voting meeting 

MOTION CARRIED. 

PROPERTY 

Motion by Peterson and second by Worley to Approve GMSD stadium bleacher repairs; 

repairs are needed on the structural steel of the stadium bleachers, per inspections by a structural 

engineer; repairs to be made to the structure per the provided approved engineer plan and 

associated testing; cost of $105,000, to be paid from the Capital Reserve Fund, as presented 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Motion by Peterson and second by Worley to Approve the following Buildings & Grounds Use 

Requests 

GM Wrestling Club 

Fleishman Hillard 

GM Education Foundation 

High School Key Club 

Elementary Wrestling Practices 

HS Wrestling Room 

Tuesdays, 6:00pm - 7:30pm; 6/13/23 - 9/26/23 

No Charge 

Gatorade Youth Football Camp 

GM Multipurpose Field 

6/25/23; 1 :00pm - 6:00pm 

Rental Fees Apply 

HS Final Tour & Events/Food Trucks 

HS building and grounds 

Saturday, 8/26/23; 8:00am - 5:00pm 

No Charge 

Miller Keystone Blood Drive 

HS Main Gym 

10/18/23, 12/20/23, 2/14/24, 4/24/24 

5:00am - 3:00pm 

No Charge 
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C the Light Foundation 

MOTION CARRIED. 

3v3 Youth Basketball Tournament & Alumni Game 

GMACC Gym or GMIS Gym 

11/04/23; 6:00am - 9:00pm 

No Charge (pending exempt status confirmation) 

Prior to adjournment, the following Board members spoke: 

- Mrs. Worley re-visited the topic of the free COV ID test kits that were kept in each of the

six nursing offices during the past school year and made available to anyone requesting

one. She inquired as to how many test kits might still remain in each nurse's office and

said she would like an answer.

- Mr. Ulrich noted that the Board is scheduled to adopt the final budget for 2023-2024 at

the next Voting meeting and, with the date being moved from June 19th to June 26th,

polled the Board as to how many could be in attendance on the 26th. Seven (7) Board

members confirmed their ability to attend, which will be sufficient for voting.

- Dr. Peterson re-visited the concerns of both Mrs. Worley and Mr. Pannafino, who were of

the opinion that the hiring process for the Assistant Superintendent position was not

conducted properly. The ensuing discussion clarified that the process was, in fact,

conducting according to appropriate laws, policies and procedures.

- Mr. Pannafino commented on the flurry of positive, celebratory year-end events,

specifically noting that $171,350 in scholarships was awarded at the Senior Awards

event. This, he said, spoke very highly of our students' accomplishments.

Motion by Roby and second by Peterson to Adjourn the Meeting at 8: 17pm 
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Board Recording Secretary 




