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Goals of this presentation: 

*Provide parents/guardians with information about 

No Excuses University & Title 1 Programs.

*Provide parents/guardians with school-wide focus goals.

*Provide parents/guardians with an opportunity to give 

input.



No Excuses University is based on the idea 

of college readiness—

“Every student deserves the opportunity to be 

educated in a way that prepares them for college, if 

they so choose to attend.”

  

NO Excuses…No Limits!



*Elementary NEU campuses 

focus on 4- year Universities

*Middle School NEU campuses 

focus on Junior Colleges and 4- 

year Universities

*High School NEU campuses 

focus on all colleges, universities, 

trade schools, and the military



1-Page Summary of Mirage’s 

No Excuses University Culture

            

Available in the front office and in the View Only Family Google Folder

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IV2Sfwnm3nkT8AcqJYSHLthLxbtw9X5F/view?usp=sharing


✓  3-Way Pledge between parents, students, 

and the school: Typically discussed at conferences in October

✓ University adoption by class

✓ Mondays= NEU Day

✓ Fridays = College Spirit Day

✓ Spirit Assemblies once a quarter

✓ Goals & Beliefs

✓ 2nd-6th grade NEU planners

✓ University partnerships

What else is embedded in our culture for kids?



No matter where a student comes from, the obstacles 

they face, etc., our goal is to get them to realize that... 

HOPE is part of their future!

After High School Comes College!





What is Title 1?

                                    

❖ Schools who qualify as a Title 1 School receive federal 

funding (Title I dollars) to supplement the school’s existing 

programs. These dollars are used for…

➢ Intervention for academic and behavior support

➢ Purchasing supplemental staff/programs/materials/supplies

➢ Conducting parental Involvement meetings/trainings/activities

➢ Recruiting/Hiring/Retaining Highly Qualified Teachers



What does Mirage spend Title 1 $ on?
          

❖ 95% of our budget is spent on people: 

➢ Math Specialist

➢ 4-6 Reading Specialist

➢ Behavior Support

➢ Math Interventionist

➢ 2 Reading Interventionists

❖ Additional supplies for the classroom

❖ Substitutes for teachers to attend professional development

❖ Software program material for students

❖ Social/Emotional supports & materials for students

❖ Positive Behavior Intervention Support for students



Requirements for Title 1

❖ At least 40% low income student population-identified by Free/Reduced 

lunch #s. (Families must apply each school year.)

❖ School must conduct an annual Comprehensive Needs Assessment 

(CNA).

❖ School must identify and commit to specific goals and strategies to 

address needs from the CNA.

❖ School must create a comprehensive plan focusing on successful academic 

achievement for ALL students.

❖ School must conduct an annual evaluation of the effectiveness of the 

school-wide program.



Goals of Title I

❖ Increase academic achievement

❖ Provide direct instructional support to students

❖ Provide professional development for teachers

❖ Promote parent education and involvement



Parents, We NEED YOU! 
❖ Decades of research show that when parents are involved students 

have: 

➢ Higher grades, test scores, and graduation rates 

➢ Better school attendance 

➢ Increased motivation, better self-esteem 

➢ Lower rates of suspension 

➢ Decreased use of drugs and alcohol 

➢ Fewer instances of violent behavior 



Rights of Parents to be Involved

❖ All Title I schools emphasize bringing in parents as academic partners 

and each school receives funding to further this partnership. 

❖ DVUSD has a Title I Parent Engagement Policy and each Title I 

school has a parent involvement policy and parent/school compact

➢ These documents outline the rights of parents to be involved and 

how parents will receive communication from the school. 

➢ These documents are available on school Title I webpages.

➢ Families are asked to sign the parent/school compact at the 

beginning of each school year. 



Rights of Parents to be Involved

Parents can…

❖ Ask for meetings and trainings.

❖ Review the results of annual parent involvement effectiveness survey. 

❖ Make suggestions for Title I funding.

❖ Review the school’s achievement data.

❖ Review the parent involvement plan. 

❖ Provide suggestions to review and modify the Title I Parent Involvement 

Plan and Home/School Compact.



Requesting Teacher Qualifications for Your Child’s Teacher

❖ You, as Title I Parents, have the right to request the 

qualifications of your child’s teacher(s).

❖ The “Right to Review Qualifications” notice in on school 

and district websites.

❖ Please visit your school’s front office if you would like to 

make this request.



What else does Mirage offer?

❖ Giving Closet: Email Ms. Snapp or Nurse Jen for items cynthia.snapp@dvusd.org            

jen.laird@dvusd.org 

❖ FREE Breakfast in the Classroom- every day for every student

❖ Extra-Curricular School Clubs: 
➢ STEM Club (1st-6th grade)

➢ Run Club

➢ National Elementary Honor Society (4th-6th grade)

➢ Student Council (4th-6th grade)

➢ Band (5th-6th grade)

➢ Choir (4th-6th grade

❖ Community Resources- email our school counselor, Ms. Snapp 

cynthia.snapp@dvusd.org 

❖ Parent Resources

❖ PTSA

❖ Paid Before and After school care program

❖ Family Nights
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