
Name 

Hamlet Notes 

Act 1 

 

1-1:  The castle guards and Horatio see a ghost that looks like hamlets father. They try 

to talk to it but it leaves 

 

1-2: King addresses the nobility and assures them he is ready to be king. Allows  

Laertes to go to college but not Hamlet. Hamlet finds out about the ghost 

 

1-3: Laertes leaves for France. He tells Ophelia to stay away from Hamlet. Polonius 

finds out and tells Ophelia the same thing 

 

1-4: Late at night Hamlet, Horatio, and the guards comment on a party in the castle. 

They see the ghost and Hamlet chases after it 

 

1-5: Ghost tells Hamlet that Claudius murdered him with poison. Ghost in purgatory 

because he didn’t have time to cleanse his souls of sin. Hamlet makes them swear to 

not tell anyone 

Quotes:   

“This above all: to thine ownself be true” –Polonius 

“Angels and ministers of grace defend us” –Hamlet 

“Something is rotten in the state of Denmark” –Marcellus 

“There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your 

philosophy” –Hamlet 



 

Act 2 

 

2-1: Polonius sends Reynoldo to Paris to spy on Laertes. Ophelia tells Polonius that 

Hamlet is acting crazy around her 

 

 

2-2: The king asks R&G to report on what Hamlet does. Polonius tells the king and 

queen. Hamlet is acting crazy because of Ophelia. Hamlet insults Polonius.  Hamlet 

creates a plan to prove Claudius guilty. 

Quotes:  

“Brevity is the soul of wit” –Polonius  

“I am but ad north-north west. When the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a 

handsaw.” –Hamlet“The plays the thing wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the King.” –

Hamlet 

Act 3 

 

3-1: Hamlet contemplates suicide. Ophelia talks to him while Claudius and Polonius 

listens. Claudius thinks about sending hamlet away but first lets the queen talk to him 

 

3-2: Play within the play. Hamlet has actors portray the murder of his father. Claudius 

reacts and leaves. Rosencrants and Guildenstern tells Hamlet to go to his mother and 

hamlet decides now is the perfect time to kill Claudius 

3-3: Claudius decides to send hamlet to England. Claudius admits guilt while praying 

and hamlet decides to not kill him. 

3-4: Hamlet talks to Gertrude while Polonius listens. Hamlet kills polonius and then 

warns his mother to stay away from Claudius. 

Quotes: 

“Go thy ways to a nunnery” –Hamlet  



Act 4 

 

4-1: Gertrude promised not to tell Claudius anything but immediately she does. 

Claudies shows his selfishness for not caring about Polonius’s death. Claudius sends 

R&G to find Hamlet 

4-2: R&G ask Hamlet where the body is and Hamlet isn’t saying anything. Hamlet warns 

them to stay out of things 

 

4-3: The kings asks Hamlet where Polonius is and Hamlet wont tell him. King Claudius 

announces Hamlet is going to England and is sending a letter to England to have him 

killed 

4-4: Hamlet talks to a captain of norways army. Norway has troops and they plan to 

attack Poland. Hamlet considers inaction 

 

4-5: Ophelia has gone crazy. Laertes returns from France. Rebellion starting Claudius is 

not well liked. Claudius will explain everything to Laertes to win him over 

 

4-6: Horatio gets a letter from Hamlet telling him that he’s on his way back to Denmark 

and r&g make their way back to England 

 

4-7: Claudius and Laertes read a letter from hamlet saying he is returning, They come 

up with a plan to kill him. Poison on the tip of the sword and in the cup.  

Quotes: 

“From this time forth, my thoughts be bloody or be nothing worth!” –Hamlet 



 

 

 

Act 5 

 

Scene 1:  

Starts with grave diggers/ Hamlet and Horatio come in and  talk. Ophelias funeral is happening 

and hamlet finds out shes dead and everyone finds out he is back  

 

 

 

Scene 2: 

Hamlet and Laertes fight. Gertrude drinks the poison intended for Hamlet and she dies. Laertes 

stabs hamlet with poisoned sword. Laertes tell everybody Claudius is behind it all. Hamlet kills 

Claudius. Hamlet tells everyone Fortinbras should be king dies. Rosencrats & Guildenstern die 

in England  

 

 

Quotes: 

“ Alas poor yorick. I knew him Horation.” –Hamlet 

“The rest is silence” –Hamlet 

“Goodnight sweet prince and flights of angels sing the to thy rest.” -Horatio 

 

 

 

 

 


