How to Read a
Prompt (& What to
do After...)

{ ELA 3-4H




“Choose a novel or play
in which a setting plays a
significant role. Then
write an essay in which
you analyze how the
country setting functions
in the work as a whole.”

The prompt




kCONCRETE part of
prompt = literary
techniques & elements

(the TOOLS the
author uses)

The prompt continued...




RABSTRACT part of
prompt = author’s
purpose or opinion
(theme)

The prompt continued...




xCONCRETE:
w ABSTRACT:

(THIS ALWAYS
MEANS THEME!)

The prompt continued...



Now rephrase as a question




(DUH.)

Don’t parrot....
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Try this (but not as a
formula...more of a
quideline)




highlights

Like this.




wPraise the author.
kUse a 3-prong thesis.
xUse 15t or 274 person.

Don’t ever do this stuff. Not
ever. Seriously.




