
NYS Civic Readiness 
Initiative

How is Rye Neck MS/HS preparing our students for the 
increased and necessary emphasis on Civic Readiness?



Context:
Why Civic 
Readiness?



Rye Neck UFSD Mission Statement
The Mission of the Rye Neck School Community is 
to develop active, critical-thinking, creative, 
responsible citizens with high values, morals and 
ethics. These citizens will respect, accept and 
appreciate others in a multicultural world and be 
committed to lifelong academic and personal 
achievement in a supportive learning 
environment. Students will acquire a suitable 
educational foundation, mastery of the English 
language and analytical skills which will help 
them deal with challenges in their personal and 
professional lives.

Critical- Thinking

Local/Global 
Citizenship

Adaptive/Resilient 
Mindset

Supportive Learning 
Environment

NYS definition of Civic Readiness:
“…the ability to make a positive difference in 
the public life of our communities through the 
combination of civic knowledge, skills and 
actions, mindsets, and experiences.”



Domains of Civic Readiness:
1 2 3 41. Curricular Knowledge

a. 9-12 curriculum
2. Research Skills

a. 9-12 Multi-tiered 
Research Assignments

3. 11th Grade US History 
and Government and 
12th Grade Participation 
in Government
a. 11th Civic Issue 

Research Paper
b. 12th grade Policy 

Research Assignments
4. Social Studies related 

Extracurricular activities
a. Mock Trial, Model UN, 

Student Senate, Senior 
Internship

b. Voting



How does a Student 
Earn the Seal of 
Civic Readiness?



How do we currently 
enable students to 
qualify for the seal 
in the 2023-2024 
school year?

❏ Social Studies 
required for four 
years in HS

❏ Research Project 
(each year 
9th-11th grade)

❏ HS Civics Project 
11th grade US 
History

❏ SS Electives
❏ Extracurriculars



Changes
What can we expect 
from the state and 
how can we adapt?



What determinations will the state make concerning civics?
November 2023: The Blue 
Ribbon Commission made 12 
recommendations 
concerning graduation 
requirements:

1. Option to add seals 
(one civic seal) to 
diploma

2. Civic responsibility, 
cultural competence, 
writing skills for 
real-world scenarios



Research Assignments in Social Studies:
How are we promoting Critical Thinking and Citizenship 

Grades 6-12?
Goal: Evaluate and retool 
our research methodology

Factors: 
★ COVID
★ Technological changes
★ Generational skills
★ AI tools

How did we upgrade our research skills to 
reflect the Civics changes?
❏ Emphasis on evaluating websites and 

internet material
❏ Annotated Bibliography

❏ Organization of information
❏ Noodletools

❏ Focus on sourcing
❏ Giving credit with proper citation 

to all sources
❏ Partnership with our Librarian



Future Changes
What are we 

currently working 
on for Next Year?



Civic Readiness Capstone Project

1. Identify an issue in our local community/state/country
2. Problem solve that issue by researching the factors that 

caused this to continue to be an issue
3. Action plan - gather data, develop solutions, communicate 

solutions in the form of a project/presentation
4. Reflect on the process and evaluate the research methods

Goals:

❏ Develop the 
criteria for 
the Capstone 
project with 
evaluative 
rubrics and 
reflection 
components 
for the 
2024-2025 
school year

❏ Integrate the 
project with 
existing 
course 
offerings



The Social Studies 
Department 
Thanks you!


