
Mythology



What are Myths?

•Stories with

–imaginative characters

–violent plots

•Contain gods, goddesses, 

humans (mortals) and other 

characters (Minotaur, centaur, 

gorgon, etc.)



Purposes of Myths

1.To explain elements of 

the natural world, 

such as:

– why there are seasons

– how oceans were created



Purposes, cont.

2.To explain origins of 

good and evil, such as:

– Why there is suffering in 

the world



Purposes, cont.

3.To teach moral lessons 

about living, such as:

– controlling anger

– overcoming greed

– listening to your elders



Purposes, cont.

4.To explain human 

behavior and emotions, 

such as:

– understanding about love, 

jealousy, hatred


