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Students in Culinary Arts had a
hands-on culinary experience at
Finer Palate, an exclusive cater-
ing company known for its high-
end meals.

Chef Winston-Mayo teaches students
the art preparing chocolate strawberries.

Students in Small Animal Care 2 visited the Metro
Richmond Zoo and met Honey Dew, one of the
many penguin at the facility that has more than

2000 animals. Rebecca Miley, Teacher

Mrs. C. Hill-
Charity's
event fea-
tured RTC
students
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rs. Adrena Woodsop

RTC Teacher of the Year 2024.25

Mrs. Adrena B. Woodson, a Master Barber teacher, has been named RTC Teacher
of the Year for the 2024-2025 academic year. Mrs. Woodson earned her AAS Busi-
ness Management Associate degree from J. Sergeant Reynolds and attended Vir-
ginia Union University and Flair Beauty Institute. She has been teaching at RTC
since 2007, but she is also an entrepreneur who opened Peach Tree Hair Designs
from 1999-2020. Before her teaching role, she worked at various organizations, in-
cluding the Medical College of Virginia, Richmond Community Facilities, Richmond
Police Department, Capital Police, Nabisco Brands Inspector, and USPS.

Mrs. Woodson's hobbies include antique collecting, bowling, and clothes designing.
She believes in lifelong learning and stated, "In the many years of teaching stu-
dents, it has been a challenging and rewarding experience."

—

I

]

Mr. Charles Watson, Careers Facilitator coordinated
with the assistance of Mrs. Jasmine Lomax, Strategic
Enrollment Coordinator arranged an outstanding
Program for seniors at RTC. Students had diverse op-
portunities to explore openings with more than 25
employers.
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Kudos To Our Partners

The partners of RTC have continuously made a positive impact on our efforts to assist
learners in achieving success on their life journeys. Mr. Charles Watson, the Careers Fa-
cilitator in Technical Education, has created an extensive network of organizations, com-
panies, corporations, for-profit and nonprofit entities, and individuals who generously con-
tribute their time and resources to help us fulfill our mission and vision. We express our
gratitude and heartfelt appreciation to all of them.

Acoustic Engineering
Allan Myers
Areotek
Beginnings Barbershop
Bridging the Gap
Brightpoint Community College
Carter Printing Company
Colonial Webb
Dept of Corrections Canine Unit
Dominion Energy
Drone City
Faith Printing
Feed More
Ferber's Automotive and Body Shop
Four Paws
Great Clips
Great Clips
Hair Cuttery
Henrico Division of Fire
Hilton Garden - Downtown
Holiday Barnes
L.S. Lee, Inc.
LIUNA
Mosquito Squad
Pet Smart
Richmond Ambulance Authority

McKinnon Harris
Richmond Electricians (JATC)
Richmond SPCA
RPS Nutrition Services
Shirley Contracting
Sonoco Company
State Farms
Tiny Textures Salon
US Army
US Department of Labor/Office of Federal
Contract Compliance Programs
US Navy
VCU Healthway
Virginia Masonary
Virginia Restaurant Lodging & Travel
Association
Weidmuller North American Corporation
West Broad VW& KIA
Westminster Canterbury
WINN
YMCA

Thank
Youl

Winners Skills USA
District Competitions

RTC Students were winners in the Skills USA District Competitions . Mr. Craig Harris
prepared his students superbly. The awards ceremony was held at Goochland County
High School . The RTC student winners are listed below:

Hiram Lopez-Morales, Yosmery Allende-Orenzo, and Alijah Adams
Won first, second, and third place respectively in Auto Body Collision Repair category.

Christopher Palma-Cruz, Ray Jiggetts, and Cesar Vitervo won first,
second, and third place respectively in Auto Body Damage Analysis category.

PP

Isaac McCurdy won first place and Javeon Sydor won second place in Master
Barbering category.

lan Bain
Won third place in the Welding category.




. : STEM (8,
Winners Skills USA Plorsrieo™
D iSt ri Ct C 0 m net i t i O n S A group of students from RTC's STEM classes visited Bank of America's Headquar-

ters Data Center. During the tour, they learned about different engineering, coding,
and cybersecurity positions required in a major international bank. Bank of America
RTC Students were winners in the Skills USA District Competitions. The awards ceremony is a multinational corporation that provides a wide range of services worldwide. The
was held at Goochland County High School . The student winners in Mrs. A. Woodson’s students were given a comprehensive look into the company's operations.
Master Barber class The two winners are listed below:

Isaac McCurdy and Javeon Sydnor

Isaac McCurdy on first place (on right) and Javeon Sydnor (on left) won second place in Master
Barber.




cosmetology Clasg
Mrs. Tracy Brown Awardeg

Ms. Taylor's Cosmetology Il students learned how to apply chemical texture to hair in the lab.
Take a look at the students in action.

RTC Support Staff of the Year
2024

——————————4

Mrs. Tracy Brown, Administrative Office Associate

Mrs. Brown is an outstanding team player who collaborates effectively with instructional per-
sonnel, parents, students, and administrators alike. She consistently goes above and beyond
her job duties, and manages to juggle her non-stop tasks with a friendly smile on her face. She
is always willing to work cooperatively with everyone in our school and is highly respected and
appreciated by both students and parents. Mrs. Brown demonstrates exceptional people skills
and is highly committed to serving everyone at any time. She is a true professional who is
loved for her dedication and hard work.

Congratulations to Mrs. Tracy Brown!

32 5



Thoughts from RTC Principal Mitchum

Dear RTC Colleagues, Families, and Community:

We appreciate your support and attendance at RTC. Our main objective is to offer our stu-

dents an excellent learning experience as we continually strive to enhance our teaching tech-

niques and infrastructure to ensure that they have
access to the latest career skills and active learn-
ing opportunities.

While perusing our spring/summer magazine, take
a moment to admire our hardworking students who
are developing essential life and career skills to
prepare for a bright future.

As the school year ends, we would like to thank the
students, parents, and community for their cooper-
ation and support throughout the year. At RTC, we
constantly strive to improve our educational pro-
grams and help our students achieve their goals.
We are committed to providing our students with
the necessary support to kickstart their career, and
we believe in their unique abilities and talents.

YOUR SUCCESS IS OUR SUCCESS!

"l want to assure everyone that as the Principal
of Richmond Technical School, | am always ap-
proachable and ready to listen to your ques-
tions, comments, and concerns. My open-door
policy remains in place and | am committed to
providing you with the necessary assistance.
Please do not hesitate to approach me with any
issues that you might have - | am here to help."

Sincerely,

Jonathan M. Mitchum

Jonathan M. Mitchum, Principal

Principal Mitchum is retiring in
June of 2024, after 30+ years of
dedicated service to RPS.

Thank you for your dedication.

@TF’

Learning that
works for America

Head Of The Clas®

Mr. Carl Coles, who is a Carpentry Instructor, nominated Jacob Cisneros-Ramirez for the pres-
tigious Malco Products award. The company is pleased to recognize Jacob as the future of the
building industry. In 2005, the “Head of The Class” initiative impacted the lives of many student-
apprentices. Jacob was rewarded with a valuable labor-saving tool designed and patented by
Malco, which will help him in his career. Along with accolades from his teachers and fellow stu-
dents, Jacob will continue to achieve greater heights. The President of the company, Mr. Rich
Benninghoff, encourages students to excel in their classes and rewards those who do well with
a distinguished award. Jacob received his recognition on May 24, 2024.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Malco Products, SBC proudly presents
Head of the Class honors to:

Jacob Cisneros-Ramirez

Richmond Tech Center
Nominated by: Carl Coles

Congrasarions fon:

Rich Benninghoff 2eMAYZ
Presidens

s ’
e G DS et LEARN, ACHIEVE. SUCCEED.
S
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grooming Pets R Ug

The Small Animal Care students at RTC have launched their yearly fundraiser for
grooming services. You can check out before and after pictures of Harpo to see the
difference. Mrs. R. Miley, their instructor, sponsors grooming services every year for
the community. This helps to improve the practical experiences of RTC students in
her classes as well as those in Ms. L Rosa's Veterinary Science classes.

30

Chat & Learr

Skilled professionals shared valuable information with RTC learners throughout the school year
as part of our Chat and Learn initiative. Mr. Charles Watson, the Credential Testing and Career
Facilitator, selected companies that are hiring and training, such as Acoustic Engineering, Aero-
tek, Colonial Webb, Dominion Energy, LIUNA, McKinnon and Harris, Richmond Electricians
JATC, Virginia Masonry, and Westminster Canterbury, to come and chat with our students about
potential career pathways with them. Our students were excited and engaged during these Chat
& Learn sessions.

IBEW-NECA
ELECTRICAL APPRENTICESHIP

dum  YOUR FIRS'
§ A T STEP TO



culinary Arts Trig

Chefs Monts and Winston-Mayo introduced their culinary students to the course

offerings at ECPI University, including classes in Culinary Arts and Baking & Pastry
Specializations. The university provided hands-on opportunities for the students

during their visit in March.

Students Recognitior

Mr. Coles and Mr. Ekstrom celebrate their ! Ms. Rosa honors her students’
students’ accomplishments accomplishments.

e I - 8

w/

Ms. Randolph and nursing Mr. Harris’ students are rewarded with a
cookout for passing WPR exam.

student smile brightly.
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Chat & Learn: CAREER FAIR RPS School Board & Pharmacy

RTC Pharmacy Students Shine!

At the school board meeting the pharmacy students

RTC]

Makyla Cosby (on the left), Gabriela Perez (on the right), teacher Mrs. Tiffany Pierce,

oS CTEAcederor ST
i A%@\\Mﬁ

and principal Mr. Jonathan Mitchum showcased their homemade lip balm, soap, and

scented wax cubes.

The Pinnacle of
Starting

Careers @ RTC.

28



Office Personnel

Mrs. Shelia Singleton, Administrative Office Associate

Mrs. Lake's job at the office is both interesting
and challenging. She is highly sought after
and has a wide range of responsibilities that
are constantly changing. Mrs. Lake is a con-
summate professional who always greets oth-
ers with a smile. She has also worked in the
classroom and is well respected by students,
staff, and administrators alike. Her main duty
is to maintain accurate records of student at-
tendance.

"Administration

Appreciation Day
at

RTC.
Thank you,

ladies!"

Ms. Sheila Singleton is highly appreci-
ated by everyone at RTC for her dy-
namic and creative contributions. She
has extensive experience in the field of
education, both inside and outside the
classroom. She is responsible for
providing various types of support, in-
cluding ordering resources for RTC. In
most cases, she is the first point of
contact for our students when they
need assistance in the office. Her pro-
fessionalism, tenacity, classroom man-
agement skills, and educational qualifi-
cations make all the tasks she accom-
plishes appear effortless. We express
our gratitude to Ms. Singleton for her
valuable contributions.

—— ey )
- _ | Thank Yoy,
- o tor g ‘

. Henriette Lake, Office Associate Il

J.S. Reyno|d5

The Reynolds Community College Working Session event was a great success, thanks
to the combined efforts and collaboration of MYA/Y.E.S., Engagement Specialists,
Richmond Tech Center Staff, and Reynolds High School Recruitment Advisor, Ms. Jes-
sica Anderson.

A group of thirty-five students from RTC
expressed their interest in exploring the
opportunities available at Reynolds Com-
munity College.

10 27



Mr. Coles presents hand-
made carpentry gifts to

students.

Mr. Green’s Electricity
class students read arti-
cles in RTC Magazine.

The students of Culinary
Arts taught by

Ms. Winston-Mayo are
preparing some deli-

cious chocolate-covered Ms. Rosa's Veterinary

strawberries. Science students
work with animals at the

Department of Agriculture
at VSU.
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A GLIMPSE OF OUR STUDENTS
Graphic Imagining Technology

4@; heard that
class was Uit and
tha teacher really
cares about the
students, I'm
510Ning up now
and going to make |

| sure | get that
class.

RICHMOND TECHNICAL CENTER

Hey Brah! I just made $100.00
selling one of my prints | made
in Graphic Imaging at RTC,

I'm looking
for that class
A nowe.

Richmond
Tech Center
right?

Make a comic tco< with your own chara'ters \

MAKE A COMICBOOK FEATURING : ocreate 2 plntyourwiT-Shgt 'b-r?nn. » WE START = | ‘
YOUR OWN CHARACTERS and ' _é

learn the technology to print

posters, books and banners,

# Learn the
latest tech
B like Al

Students eam 3 ¢redits.
After passing a certification exam students wil
be Certified as Graphic Design Professionals

in Adobe llustrater. Graphic Imaging 1&2

P her oo T hedcal Corrnt
"We SIART Caneenst®

Mr. Taylor's Graphic Imagining Technology students sharing information about the
RTC Graphic Imagining Technology class in a comic strip. Read the comic above and
share your thoughts about the opportunities available at RTC.

1"



Hll: Newport News Shipbuilding A Peek at Culinary Arts With
Recruit @ RTC Chef Monts’ Learners

More than 40 RTC students attended the New-
port News Shipyard information event, with

additional RPS students watching the live
broadcast. Mr. Charles Watson, Career Facili-
tator, organized the recruiting initiative.

The students aretaug e correct techniques for using a knife to cut.

Below students are making delicious meals.

Newport News
Shipbuilding

A Division ofll

ENTRY-LEVEL & TRAINEE TRADES
Electricians, Fitters, Insulators,

Sheet Metal Worker:

521+

S cpply NOW at

12
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Educational Tours

In April 2024, Ms. P. Jones took RTC students on an exciting campus tour of Norfolk State
University sponsored by the Continental Society. The tour provided an excellent opportunity
for students to explore the campus, learn more about the university's programs and facilities,
and get a feel for college life. By experiencing the campus firsthand, students gained valuable
insights into what it's like to be a college student and what they can expect from Norfolk State
University. Overall, the tour was an excellent way for students to start thinking about their fu-
ture academic plans and to get inspired about the possibilities that await them.

pe— O oy,
%sed}ratitu‘m Mrs. \

3 rcis or sponsoring the

n al Society's visit to the uni-

24

In 2009, the Richmond Technical Center acquired an Ambulance Simulator for the Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) course, becoming the first high school program on the East Coast to receive this laborato-
ry feature. The simulator was built by Rescue Simulation Products, who also hired two EMT students to as-
sist with its installation. Since then, students have been able to practice hands-on EMS skills with practical
scenarios, making their training more realistic and effective. Mrs. R. Edwards' EMT class provides opportuni-
ties for hands-on learning both on campus and on the campus of J. S. Reynolds Community College.

Note: Information provided by Ms. K. Randolph, Lead Teacher

A -
RICHMOND TECHNICAL cetehs

RICHMOND TECHNICAL CENTER EMS

BLS TRAINING UNIT
LACECE RN

13



Students' Wise Words

Dr. V. Foster, the media specialist at RTC, encouraged students to read inspiring quotes from American lead-
ers. These quotes were displayed in the media center. After reading them, students were urged to create their
own original quotes to inspire their family, community, teachers, friends, and others at RTC. Additionally, stu-
dents who participated were treated to a celebration party in the library where they enjoyed cupcakes, dough-
nuts, and other goodies. Take a glimpse at their quotes below:

cNever regret
anything that

“FAILLURE I% NOT THE WOREYT THINE IN THE WORLD. THE
WORET THINE IZ 7O NOT TRY.”"-2YRN HILL

made you “yOU HAVE 0 ERANK LIFE BEFORE IT ERANKE YOL.”
smile -A=SHANEY EMITH

“I'M HOLDINE LP LONEER THAN R BRIDEE.”
-RANDY EONNON

“MY BLAEK HAIR I= BERUTIFLL."
-DOMINIOLE EMITH

“PELL YOLR ETORY AND MAKE IT HIZTORY.”
-JAKEIRR BROWN

LIKE
&
FOLLOW

“NEVER FERR WHAT YOU'VE NEVER RTTFEMPTED.”
-MA ELURDALLPE RUIZ EORTEE

‘r men, each of
11 serve as my teachel
- will pick out the goo

WRITE YOLR WORDEI |

nitate them, and the ba
oints of the other an
rrect them in mysel

M M W S

WISE SPUDENT=  OLOTE®

“REMEMBER: IF YOU RAVOID FRILLRE, YOL RLEOD
AVOID ELEEEER."
-AMA EOLEINE

DON'Y EET 730 HUMBLE PHRT YOU DISRPPEAR
-MIEHREL DABNEY, JR.

EO0OMETIMEE THE HRRDEET THINE YOL EAN DO IE
TRY.”-ANAYR ELETLE

14

Checkout RTC Students

RTC students visited Virginia
Aviation and Randy Cannon
participated in an activity with
NASA staff.

Solar Panel Program and
Training

RTC Solar Panel Team RTC Students holding

certificates.

23
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RTC Students Visit VA FAME Advanced

Students in Ms. Mary Williams' Engineering Exploration class are gaining knowledge of color and
art elements to create 3D prototypes using the engineering design process. They are being taught
techniques such as using Tinker Cad to create replicas of miniature bikes.

Additionally, students in the Engineering cluster had the opportunity to visit the Central VA FAME
Advanced Manufacturing facility where they were introduced to blueprint automation, and elec-
tronic precision technology connectors, and gained valuable insights into the FAME multidiscipli-
nary, multi-skilled educational program.

Culinary Arts

Student Ambassadors
with coordinators.

A group of high school students from Rich-
mond Public Schools recently visited RTC
to participate in hands-on activities, en-
gaged in discussions, met teachers, and
learned about class offerings. The photos
taken during the visit give a glimpse of the
memorable day. The visit was planned by
Mrs. J. Lomax, Mr. C. Watson, Ms. P.
Jones, and Mrs. K. Taylor.

22 15



Nascar Car of Tomorroy,

The NASCAR Car of Tomorrow is in Mr. Craig Harris' lab at RTC. His students are provid-
ed with lectures and demonstrations on the NASCAR chassis, focusing on the design pur-
poses and the innovative examination of how it will be built. During Mr. Harris' classes, his
students are encouraged to dream and use their imagination beyond today.

16

ppen House @ RTQ

Mrs. Jasmine Lomax, the Strategic Enrollment Coordinator, is a skilled professional who has suc-
cessfully accomplished various tasks. You may wonder what is an enrollment coordinator? This
role involves tracking and analyzing enrollment and class data to identify trends, improve decision
-making, and resolve enroliment issues. Additionally, Mrs. Lomax is responsible for managing,
preparing, and assisting with post-season data gathering and analyses. As the RTC Enrollment
Coordinator, she is committed to ensuring that all enroliment processes run smoothly. Further-
more, her expertise as a former career counselor serves as a valuable tool in aiding learners to
make constructive career choices, while also assisting in the development of crucial academic,
social, and life skills that will prepare them for the challenges of our global job market.

-
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Pathways to Medicine

In another Chat and Learn initiative, Mr. C. Watson, Careers Facilitator, shed light on career
pathways to medicine for students. Professionals from Cumberland Hospital, including out-
standing doctors, LPNs, RNs, and medical technicians, were also present to answer students'
questions. The theme of the session was "YES | CAN," and our learners were actively en-
gaged in the discussion about healthcare careers.

Virtual weldin®

Students in Mr. C. Harris' Automotive Technology classes use computer assistance to
develop their eye-hand coordination, speed, feed, and travel techniques virtually. Stu-
dents in the program are taught the fundamentals of Gas Metal Arc Welding (GMAW) and Gas
Tungsten Arc Welding (GTAW).

One Student in the Automotive
Body Technology class uses the
virtual welding simulator during
the RTC Open House.

Mr. Ekstrom's welding class combines virtual reality training with hands-on experience
in an actual welding booth.

17



Youth Engagement Services

Rapheal Johnson and Angelica Heath,
YES Specialists

Youth Engagement Services formerly known as the Mayor’s Youth Academy is involved
in serving youth in Richmond City. The wonderful staff housed at Richmond Technical
Center are dedicated, knowledgeable, and energetic as they work closely with staff and
students to provide diverse career paths while providing all students with an opportunity
to grow and thrive.

VISION

To develop the Richmond’s future workforce with hopes of supporting access to quality employment and related sup-
ports that help decrease poverty in the city of Richmond.

ADVANTAGES TO PARTICIPATING

¢ Personalized career exploration

¢ Expert Guidance from a Team of Well-Qualified Professionals

¢ Supportive Community

¢ Connections to mentors

¢ Access to Support Services

¢ Engages youth around the county to participate in local government

¢ Prepare future leaders through training, community engagement, and civic engagement

¢ Provide youth an opportunity to make recommendation to city leaders

18

Spring Into Healthy Eating
Habits

The Richmond Technical Center Baristas are highly skilled in preparing both nutritious and
appetizing meals for students. Mrs. Rachel and Mr. Frank use a variety of herbs and spices to
enhance the flavor of the dishes they prepare, and students have taken note of the healthy
seasonings used by these talented chefs. We would like to invite everyone to join us in cele-
brating our dedicated food service personnel and embrace healthy eating habits this spring
and summer!

Mrs. Rachel and Mr. Frank,
Nutrition 4 U!

HEALTHY

YUMMY!
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