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A medieval illustration of Death as a reaper during the Black Death



A Time of Troubles: Black Death and 
Social Crisis

ÁFamine and Population

Áά[ƛǘǘƭŜ LŎŜ !ƎŜέ

ÁThe Great Famine (1315 ς 1317)

ÁPopulation outstripping resources by 1300

ÁThe Black Death: From Asia to Europe

ÁRole of the Mongols

ÁEurasian landmass under single rule

ÁSpread of plague along trade routes



The Black Death in Europe

Á Impact, Symptoms, and Spread of Plague
ÁMost devastating natural disaster in European 

history
ÁBubonic

Á Rats and fleas

ÁPneumonic

ÁArrived in Europe in 1347
ÁMortality reached 50 ς 60 percent in some areas

ÁWiped out between 25 ς 50 percent of 
European population (19 ς 38 million dead in 
four years)

ÁPlague returns in 1361 ς 1362 and 1369



Life and Death: Reactions to the 
Plague

ÁAttempts at Explanation

ÁPlague as a punishment from God

ÁThe flagellants

ÁAttacks against Jews

ÁViolence and Preoccupation with Death

ÁArt and the Black Death

ÁArs moriendi, the art of dying
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MAP 11.1 Spread of the Black Death
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Mass Burial of Plague Victims
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The Flagellants



Economic Dislocation and Social 
Upheaval

ÁNoble Landlords and Peasants
ÁLabor shortage + falling prices for agricultural 

products = drop in aristocratic incomes

ÁStatute of Laborers (1351) : limit wages

ÁSocial mobility

ÁPeasant Revolt in France
ÁJacquerie (1358)

ÁAn English Peasant Revolt (1381)
Á Revolts in the Cities 

ÁCiompi revolt in Florence (1378)
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Francesco Traini, The Triumph of Death
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Peasant Rebellion



¢ƘŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ²ŀǊ

Á/ŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ²ŀǊ
ÁThe English king as vassal to the French king

ÁDisputed succession to the French crown
ÁThe claims of Edward III of England 

ÁImmediate cause: French attack on English 
Gascony (1337)
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¢ƘŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ²ŀǊ

ÁConduct and Course of the War
ÁEarly phases of the war

ÁThe Battles of Crécy (1346) and Poitiers (1356)

ÁIntermittent war and truce

ÁRenewal of the war
ÁHenry V (1413 ς 1422)

ÁThe Battle of Agincourt (1415)

ÁCharles the dauphin (heir to the French throne)

ÁJoan of Arc (1412 ς 1431)
ÁSiege of Orléans

ÁCaptured by allies of the English in 1430

ÁBurned at the stake (1431)

ÁThe end of the war: French victory (1453)
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Battle of Crecy
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Joan of Arc



Political Instability

ÁThe Breakdown of Feudal Institutions

ÁScutage

ÁNew Royal Dynasties 

ÁFinancial Problems

ÁParliaments gain power



Western Europe: England and France

Á¢ƘŜ DǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
Institutions 
ÁEdward III (1327 ς 1377)

ÁParliament
ÁHouse of Lords

ÁHouse of Commons

ÁAristocratic factionalism

ÁThe Problems of the French Kings
ÁBasic lack of unity and financial troubles

ÁCivil war
ÁBurgundy and Orléans
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Joan (Ingrid Bergman) prepares for battle
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Joan (Milia Jovovich) rides into battle
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CHRONOLOGY The Hundred Years' War



Germany & Italy

ÁThe German Monarchy
ÁBreakup of the Holy Roman Empire

ÁHundreds of states

ÁElectoral nature of the German monarchy
ÁThe Golden Bull (1356)

ÁWeak kings

ÁThe States of Italy
ÁLack of centralized authority

ÁRepublicanism to tyranny

ÁDuchy of Milan

ÁRepublic of Florence

ÁRepublic of Venice
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The Holy Roman Empire in the Fourteenth Century
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A Famous Condottiere
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The States of Italy in the Fourteenth Century
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CHRONOLOGY The States of Western and Central Europe



The Decline of the Church

Á Boniface VIII (1294 ς 1303) and the Conflict with 
the State

Á Conflict with Philip IV of France
ÁUnam Sanctam (1302)

ÁCaptured by French at Anagni

Á Clement V (1305 ς 1314)

ÁThe Papacy at Avignon (1305 ς 1377)
Á Decline in papal prestige

ÁCaptives of the French monarchy

Á New sources of revenue

Á Catherine of Siena (c. 1347 ς 1380)
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Pope Boniface VIII


