Mount Nittany Elementary School
PTO Meeting
January 10, 2013

MINUTES

Call to Order: The business meeting was called to order by co-president
Kathryn Bainbridge at 6:45pm in Room 111, Mrs. Dwyer’s classroom.

President’s Remarks: Kathryn Bainbridge welcomed everyone and shared
about an upcoming need for a MNES representative to serve on the SCASD
High School Community Engagement Action Team. This team will be
meeting monthly to discuss the high school expansion project. Mindy Sabol
requested more information before committing to representing MNES.

Principal’s Remarks: Mrs. Latta, school principal, shared that all other
elementary schools have a representative for the Community Engagement
Action team and that it would not be expected of the representative to
attend every meeting. Mrs. Latta shared that the 3rd-5th graders are
finishing their 2nd MAP assessment, which is a progressive report from the
beginning of the school year. She shared that students are showing marked
improvement. Students are also preparing for the PSSAs in the spring and
new this year are writing field testing questions.

Reading and Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the December 12,
2012 meeting were approved as read. A motion to accept the minutes was
made by Caren Bloom-Steidle; second by Anne Campbell. The motion
passed unanimously.

Reading and Approval of Treasurer’s Report: Beth Adams, the PTO
Treasurer, reviewed the PTO Budget Summary Report for 2012-2013 thus
far. Beth created an addendum to the budget showing that if no other
funds were raised for the rest of this school year, the PTO would have a
surplus of $3,150.00. A motion to accept the minutes were made by Caren
Bloom-Steidle; second by Anne Campbell. The motion passed unanimously.

Funding Requests: None

Teacher Stipends: These were distributed to teachers prior to the winter
break.

Nomination for Officers for 2013-2015: Kathryn Bainbridge expressed
the need to begin discussion for upcoming officers. The positions of Co-
resident and Secretary will be needed for next school year. This is a two
year commitment and a wonderful way to participate in the MNES. At this
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time, no nominations were brought forward.

Letters of Communication: Numerous letters of appreciation were
distributed, including expressions of thanks by teachers for the teacher
stipends and the holiday luncheon.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
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“Helping Hands Tree”: No report

Great American: Nathan Yocum discussed an option for a Spring
fundraiser through Great American. Much discussion was had on
timing of the fundraiser as well as the amount of teacher involvement.
The incentive for a spring fundraiser for the students is to receive a
rubber duck for each item sold, up to 10 items. All children will
receive one at the beginning of the sale and will receive additional
ducks twice during the two-week sale time, based on the number of
items sold. An Illusionist would perform as a school-wide event
following the fundraiser. Another school within the district had this
sale in the fall and raised approximately $20,000. A motion was
made to hold the spring fundraiser by Mindy Sabol; seconded by Anne
Campbell. The motion passed unanimously. The plan is for the sale
to run from March 11-22, 2013. Mindy Sabol and Jamie Cunningham
have offered to coordinate the fundraiser.

Author Visit: No report

Box Tops for Education: Caren Bloom-Steidle: is preparing for a
February school-wide collection. Whichever grade collects the most
box tops will receive a prize. A check for $623.90 was deposited this
month for Box Tops!!

Exploration Fair: Jamie Cunningham has offered to chair this event.
She will be in contact with the PTO and Deb Latta as to a date for the
event.

Vera Bradley Bingo: Flyers have been sent home for requests for
donations as well as a save-the-date. A Small Games of Chance and
Bingo license are needed annually for this event. There is $100.00 fee
for each license. Beth Adams is working on acquiring the licenses.
Spirit Wear: No report

Yearbook: Four extra pages were ordered for each yearbook with
undetermined use. Much discussion was had on soliciting to
businesses for additional revenue. A decision was made to not solicit
businesses and not offer space for personal messages but rather have
each Sth grade class design a page and have the PTO create a page.
Rachelle Coffey, co-president, discussed soliciting to businesses at the
beginning of the school year and a perk for giving money to the PTO
would be to have an ad in the yearbook. This matter will be discussed
at a later meeting.

Ice Cream Social: No report. Elaine Sanders requested that
classroom Theme Basket notices go out in April in order to give
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parents ample time to purchase needed items.

Scholastic Book Fair: No report

S5th Grade Party: No report. It was mentioned that it might be a good

idea to move the 5th grade party to the last day of school. No change

was made at this time.

L. Hospitality: Mindy Sabol asked about Teacher Appreciation Week.

She plans to bring a funding request to next month’s meeting to

support activities for this week.

Giant A+ for Education: No report

Labels for Education: No report

Empties4Cash: Prior to the meeting, Lisa Davis provided the following

report: The rate of return on recycled toner cartridges hasn’t been as

great as it could be so Lisa Davis is looking to other options. She
wants to encourage anyone who wants to recycle toner cartridges to
only recycle those that can fit in the palm of the hand. Any cartridges
larger than that cannot be sent in and need to recycled by Lisa in
other places that do not pay us.

p. Family Fun Nights: Elaine Sanders reported that flyers will be sent
home next week for admission into Discovery Space on January 20,
2013. She shared that there are several new exhibits.

Q. Thirty-One: Rachelle Coffey offered to do a spring fundraiser if
needed.

R. PTO Newsletter: A newsletter will not be created this year due to the
high e-mail response from the beginning of the year for PTO news.
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New Business: Mrs. Dwyer and Mrs. Rockey asked for the PTO to sponsor a
100th Day food drive for the Food Bank. This has been done in years’ past
but not since moving to MNES. A motion to approve the food drive was
made by Caren Bloom-Steidle; second by Anne Campbell. The motion
passed unanimously.

Unfinished Business: None was presented

Announcements:

The next meeting will be held on February 21, 2013 in the Library.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Anne Campbell; seconded by
Caren Bloom-Steidle. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was

adjourned at 8:13 pm.

Respectively submitted:

Kathryn Bainbridge 1/14/13
Kathryn Bainbridge Date




