MINUTES
CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 18, 2012

Minutes:

In Attendance: Heather Ross (President), Ben Salinas (Co-Vice President), Katie Shoemaker (Teacher
Representative), Kate Hooper (Teacher Representative), Jenny Seller Miska (Secretary), Scott Mato (Principal),
Adrienne Krasowitz, Anna Muramoto, Krista Pal, Jennifer Taylor, Lee Ann Cook, Eva Lefkowitz, Lauren Umbel,
Jen Rentzel, David Rockower, Michael Boyer, Robin Bierly

1.

Call to Order: Welcome and Introductions: Heather Ross called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. She
welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the school year and thanked so many for attending.
Members signed in and introduced themselves.

Approval of Minutes: Anna Muramoto motioned to approve that the June 5, 2012 minutes be
approved. Katie Shoemaker seconded. Motion passed.

President’s Report: Heather introduced Jenny Miska as possible PTO Secretary. Adrienne motioned
that Jenny be elected Secretary. Krista Pal seconded. Motion passed. Heather indicated that there are
committee chair selections that need to be finalized — including chairs for the Expo, Yearbook, Teacher
Appreciation, and the Fifth Grade Party. As this is her final year as president, she is also working on
writing a job description/duties for the position to help inform the next president.

Principal’s Report:

Scott Mato reported that both the Ice Cream social and Back-to-School night were well attended and
thanked everyone for their help. In the classrooms, they are finishing reading and math benchmarking.
The 3™ - 5" grade teachers will email progress reports to parents. The benchmarking is standardized
nationally through the Northwest Education Assessment. The assessments help determine where areas
of strength and weakness lie within reading and math and help form the basis of instructional planning.
We offer response intervention instruction for K-3" in math/reading and for math in grades 3rd-4". It is
up to the parents whether or not their children participate. On October 11", the 2™ graders will take
the Otis-Lennon School Ability test (OLSAT). On October 10", the 5" graders will take the OLSAT. The
OLSAT is not an 1Q test, although there is some correlation. It provides a marker for measuring
individual year-to-year progress and some teachers may find it helpful for determining individual
educational needs. OLSAT scores are not sent to parents. However, parents may ask for the score. A
good time to do this is at the parent-teacher goal setting meetings (P-T conferences). He reminded the
group that we call them goal-setting meetings because kids help with setting the goals to help them take
ownership and increased responsibility as they go up the grades.

Halloween was mentioned. No plans set yet, but he’ll report as they are made.
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5. Treasurer’s Report: Heather Ross reported for Kasey Hearn. We have a $14k goal this year - $2k more
than last year. The increase will cover the 3™ and 4™ grade trip to Harrisburg. The current budget would
not cover any additional projects. And while there is some money in the bank account, Scott Mato
reminded the group that it’s good to have a cushion and would not like to tap these funds if possible.

There was discussion regarding the new “Request for Reimbursement” form. When coordinating a
fundraiser, one should keep receipts together and compile with the form. Our auditor requested that
we revamp the reimbursement process. The form is available on the PTO website. We are also looking
for a new auditor. Please send suggestions to Heather Ross.

6. School Board Report: no report

7. Teacher Representatives: Mrs. Hooper wanted the group to know how much they appreciate the
Tuesday treats. David Rockower thanked the PTO for funding last year’s author visit and book fair.
Illustrator, Floyd Cooper, will be the guest this year. Mrs. Shoemaker reminded the group that in the
past, we’ve bought CS shirts for the new classroom teachers. Adrienne Krasowitz moved that we buy
shirts for this year’s two new teachers. Lauren Humball seconded. Motion carried. Jen Taylor will follow
up with the teachers to get sizes.

8. Open Forum: Discussion regarding how to best do volunteer sign-ups and the benefits of using Sign-up
Genius. Heather Ross is working to revamp the on-line form. She will add committee descriptions as
well as number/s of volunteers needed. Facebook was discussed as another option to post events. At
this point, our Facebook reach is limited because we only have 80 members. Jennifer Taylor asked
group about interest in ordering more Corl Street spirit memorabilia — including the C.S. magnets — for
sale. Katie Shoemaker moved that we buy CS magnets if less than $500 for order. Anna Muramoto
seconded. Motion passed.

9. Standing Committee Reports:

Bookfair: Anna Muramoto reported that this year’s book fair theme is “All Star” book fair. The tentative
schedule is that books arrive October 16™. Teachers will have chance to compile book baskets. We will
have the All-for-Books spare change drive again. If people have strong thoughts about the additional
fundraising, they should contact Anna Childes.

Directory: Krista Pal is working on the CS directory. She asked for any input into suggested
changes/updates. All agreed that she should go ahead with class lists (in addition to the alphabetical
listing).

Cougar Cat Run: Adrienne Krasowitz said she expects the Run to be successful this year and raise at

least the minimum fund goal. They already have $500 in online pledges. She also asked if anyone is
interested in coordinating/soliciting corporate sponsorships. If anyone is interested, they should contact
Adrienne.
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10. New Business

Heather Ross reported that parent Jody Bender, wants to coordinate a Geography Night at the school.
The event would be organized and implemented by Penn State students. The goal is to provide
geography awareness and literacy. Mr. Mato said that if we do this, it should in no way impact the
classroom teachers’ workload. Lee Ann Cook motioned we host this as a family night activity. Katie
Shoemaker seconded. Motion passed.

11. Adjournment: Heather Ross adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.
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