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MINUTES 
CORL STREET ELEMENTARY 

PTO BOARD MEETING 
January 8, 2013 

 
 
Minutes: 
 
In Attendance:  Heather Ross (President), Linda Erickson (Co-Vice President), Ben Salinas (Co-Vice President), 
Jenny Seller Miska (Secretary), Scott Mato (Principal), David Hutchinson, Jill Hranicka, Janice Germann 
 

1. Call to Order: Heather Ross called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.   

 
2. Approval of Minutes:  Linda Erickson motioned to approve that the November minutes be approved.  Jill 

Herronica seconded.  Motion passed. 

 

3. Principal’s Report:  Mr. Mato reported a very smooth start to the year.  Benchmarking started during 

the second week of school.  When they have the results, they will review the data and reformulate 

planning.  The benchmarking is correlated to the PSSA’s.  A new PSSA writing test is being piloted, but at 

this time there is no additional news re: the updates. 

Peace Week will start January 21st.  The themes are anti-bullying and diversity. 

The school district is taking a comprehensive evaluation of school security.  There is a comprehensive 

team comprised of police and Centre county emergency management.  More information will follow 

when available. 

There were several personnel departures – Rhea Hallacher and Clair Percival resigned to either pursue 

further schooling or for new positions. Kristen Laskowski  is on maternity leave with Jennifer Tranell 

filling in.   

 

4. President’s Report:  Heather reported that the Expo will take place this year. (More information in a 

later report.)  The date for Penn Skates is yet to be determined.  The Spirit Sale brought in $421.92.  She 

also indicated that we are looking for several new PTO officers for the 2013-14 year.  The open positions 

are President, Vice-President and Treasurer.   Anyone interested should contact Heather. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report:  Heather reported that as mentioned above, the spirit sale brought in $421.92 – 

more than was expected.  She also encouraged the teachers to begin spending their book money. 

No new requests for funds. 

6. School Board Report:  Dave Hutchinson represented the school board and made the following 

comments: 

 There is no budget yet from the state administration in Harrisburg. 

 The high school project discussion is active again.  The first community meeting is 

coming up. He encouraged all to participate in the conversations. 
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 The next iteration of the district strategic plan is coming up. This strategic plan is the 

vision, mission and how to achieve it. 

 There was very positive feedback re: the November 28th forum on Drug and Alcohol 

issues.  It covered prevention issues such as school climate and mental health.   

 

7. Standing Committee Reports: 

 

a. Box tops – We raised $605 this year. Keep sending them in! 

 
b. Expo – Ben Salinas has volunteered to chair the Expo committee.  He has formed a committee and 

they have drafted a packet of information for review by the school.  All performances are planned 

for the gym area.  There will be a sound system and backdrop available.  The date is Wednesday, 

February 20th.  The snow date is TBD. 

 

c. Dodgeball Tournament – The date is still to be determined, but likely the first week of April.  We 

need assistance with the concessions committee.  If interested, contact Heather. 

 

d. Penn Skates – February 17th is the tentative date.  The PTO pays for all kids’ skate rentals. 

 

e. Author Visit – Author/Illustrator Floyd Cooper will visit the school on April 3rd. 

 
8. New Business – Linda Erickson has volunteered to review the PTO website for 

updates/changes/corrections.   

There was then a discussion re: the reselling of used Corl Street apparel. All agreed that this was a good 

way to recycle while allowing people to buy gentle worn shirts and sweatshirts at a reduced price to 

benefit the PTO.  Heather will discuss the details with Jen Taylor. 

There was a discussion about the benefits of doing a United Way project e.g. sponsoring a food or 

clothing drive to benefit a local organization.  Could it be part of the service learning component?  Mr. 

Mato agreed to bring it up at the next staff meeting. 

9. Old Business – Heather reported that Geography night was a big hit with the few families that were able 

to attend.  The information was fun and educational.    

 
10. Adjournment: Heather Ross adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  

 

The next meeting is Tuesday, February 12th at 6:30 p.m.  
 


