
CORL STREET ELEMENTARY 
PTO BOARD MEETING 

 
April 2, 2019 

 
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Charlotte Zmyslo (Principal), Jennifer Pencek 
(President), Jackie O’Hara (Vice President), Peter Miraldi (Secretary) Committee 
Members: Terrill Salter (Ice Cream Social), Kristine Schwab (Book Fair), Jen Reutzel 
(5th Grade Party; Yearbook) Parents and Guests: David Hutchinson (School Board), 
Lisa Jimenez, Phyllis Crandall, , Beth Yoder, Carmen Bilen, Sam Seidel, Wendy 
Stapleton, Rebecca  Thorsen, Rich Schmidt (4th Grade Teacher), Kristin Knowles 
(online), Sarah Krupp (online), Abby Jones (online).
 

Call to Order: 6:37 PM 
 
I. Welcome/Introductions/Remarks: Jen Pencek welcomed everyone and we 
introduced ourselves.  
 
II. Principal’s Remarks: Charlotte Zmyslo reported: 

A. PSSAs will begin the week of April 15th.  
a. Students will be typing essays into computer but can use paper to draft.  
b. This will not be as daunting as a booklet.  
c. Charlotte has sent home a trial.  
d. There are State expectations that children take the test for the grade in 

which they are enrolled.  
e. 4th and 5th graders will be required to write response essays.  

B. We had a wonderful STEM in the LGI space.  
a. We will be using this space for the author visit.  

C. The rest of the building has turned out nicely.  
a. There will be an article in the newsletter to remind students not to open 

the building door for anyone, including Charlotte.  
 

III. School Board Report: David Hutchinson reported: 
A. Next week, we will have the second round of interviews for the next Corl Street 

Principal.  
 

IV. Approval of Minutes:  
 
MOTION: Terrill Salter motioned to approve the minutes. Kristine Schwab seconded. 
The motion carries.  
 
V. Treasurer’s Report: Jen Reported that: 
       A. We are still missing about $43 but Emma is determined to find it.  
 
MOTION: Jen Reutzel motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Kristine Schwab 
seconded. The motion carries.  



 
VI. Committee Reports:  

A. Fifth-Grade Party: Jen Reutzel reported:  
a. We will try to hold the party on a school day.  
b. Terrill is exploring Get Air; alternately, we could look at bowling.  

i. Sarah Krupp suggested the Nittany Valley Indoor Sports Centre.  
c. We have a budget of $1,100 for event and food.  
d. The busses will cost about $100.  

 
B. Ice Cream Social: Terrill Salter reported:  

a. Charlotte and I decided that Holmes Foster Park would be ideal.  
b. We need to ask the new principal of Corl Street.  
c. The pavilion is reserved for August 21st.  
d. We should be back in Corl Street School the following year.  

 
C. Field Day: Jen Pencek reported:  

a. Naomi sent me the date: June 10th with a rain date of June 11th.  
b. Naomi will send a save-the-date card and post in the newsletter.  
c. Next year, we may not have ribbons but tattoos or stickers instead.  

 
D. Author’s Day: Wendy Stapleton reported:  

a. Our author visit will be Tuesday, May 14th 
b. Author: Brian Anderson, from Boston, wrote The Prince’s New Pet.  
c. There is no expense to the PTO because he will be here to visit anyway.  
d. He will provide three sessions.  
e. We would like to provide a luncheon for the author and staff.  
f. Also, we would like to put together a local State College basket as a gift.  

 
VI. Old Business 

A. Final Results on PTO Engagement survey: Phyllis Crandall reported:  
a. Ideal time is Tuesday from 7 to 8 PM.  
b. The Zoom option is promising.  
c. Collect feedback from participants. 
d. Instagram does not seem worthwhile.  
e. We can resend the survey next school year.  
f. We can develop an infographic and video to emphasize importance of 

PTO.  
g. Next year, we should have a mini-fair/get-to-know the PTO to discuss the 

committees and opportunities.  
i. Jen Pencek said that she will put out a call on facebook.  
ii. Terrill Salter noted that we used to have a sign-up genius to 

promote parents to represent their child’s class.  
iii. Jen Reutzel suggested that we send reminders about need for 

volunteers.  
iv. Kristine Schwab suggested that we promote the PTO committees 

at other school events (e.g., Back to School night).  



v. Sarah Krupp suggested to break the year into two parts so parents 
will not be overwhelmed. 

vi. Jen Pencek said that she will create a Signup Genius.  
h. Phyllis asked if we can post the results on Facebook and Jen Pencek 

agreed.  
 
VII. New Business 

A. Funding Increase for Harrisburg field trip: Rich Schmidt reported:  
a. We need more money for 55 Corl Street shirts ($448.52) and tie-dye kit 

($53.82).  
B. This adds about $400 to approximately $2,212 already spent.  
 
MOTION: Jen R. motioned to increase budget by $400 more this year. Kristine S. 
seconded. Motion carries.  

 
 
MOTION: Terrill motioned to increase the overall budget to $3000 for future years. 
Wendy seconded. Motion carries.  
 
C. Wendy asked about the budget for Penn’s Cave.  

a. Rich said they reconsidered to only go to Harrisburg.  
b. He said that Penn’s Cave is less of an expenditure and not necessary for 

future trips.  
c. Wendy asked about Weiss market.  
d. Rich said that we are not going to Weiss market.  

 
D. Discovery Space: Beth reported:  

a. Discovery Space’s stEMPowered program seeks to educate 5th Grade 
girls about STEM careers (started in 2015). 

b. There are four sessions in a school year either at the school or at 
Discovery Space after school.  

c. The field trip component is after school during the week (3:30-5:00 PM).  
d. Discovery Space already runs this program in two Bellefonte schools.  
e. $1000 per session ($4000 for four sessions).  

i. This covers staffing, bus for field trip, insurance, etc. 
f. Beth asked if we would be interested in piloting this in the State College 

Area School District.  
g. Discovery Space hosts a reunion to keep girls involved.  
h. Charlotte mentioned that we would need a sponsor from the PTO to have 

access in the school. Otherwise, CEEL would have preference on room 
space.  

i. Kristine Schwab asked if we could write a grant for this opportunity.  
i. Beth said that Discovery Space does get grants.  

j. Sarah asked if we could partner with another elementary school.  
i. Beth said that we could partner with another school and share the 

cost with other schools.  



k. Jen Pencek asked for more information about any cap for the number of 
students at the $1000 price tag.  

l. Beth will ask Olivia Perdew from Discovery Space to attend the next PTO 
meeting.  

  
E. Nominations for PTO treasurer and secretary: Jen Pencek reported:  

a. We voted to allow PTO officers to serve more than one term of two years.  
b. Emma and Peter said they would run for treasurer and secretary, 

respectively.  
 

MOTION Terrill motioned to nominate Emma for treasurer and Peter for Secretary. 
Charlotte seconded. The motion carries.  
 

 
VIII. Other Business:  

A. Wendy asked about the times of the future PTO meetings. 
a. Jen Pencek said that we will change the PTO meetings to 7-8 PM on the 

first Tuesday’s of the month for the coming school year but they will 
remain at 6:30 PM for May and June PTO meetings.  

 
 
MOTION: Phyllis Crandall motioned to adjourn. Jen Reutzel seconded the motion. 
Motion Carries.  
 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:43 PM 
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 7th @ 6:30 PM 
*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi on April 2nd, 2019 


