CORL STREET ELEMENTARY
PTO BOARD MEETING

December 3, 2019
In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Dr. Kelly Mark (Principal), Jennifer Pencek
(President), Jackie O’Hara (Vice President), Emma Jane Rose (Treasurer), Peter
Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: David Hutchinson (School Board), Sam
Seidel, Becky Kabala (5" Grade Teacher), Coleen Reese (5" Grade Teacher), Paije
Davis (Librarian), Barbara King-Wilson.

Call to Order: 7:05 PM

I. Welcome/Introductions/Remarks: Jen Pencek welcomed everyone.
Il. Principal’s Remarks: Dr. Mark reported:

A. Progress reports will be available on Friday, December 13™.

a. Sam mentioned that you need to print them to see comments.

B. Mr Roan, our plant supervisor, asked to remind people to remove bikes over
winter break.
There was a playground update at the board meeting last night.
The lower field is open now.
Band and orchestra will be starting in January for 4™ and 5™ graders.

moo

lll. School Board Report: David Hutchinson reported:
A. We discussed the school calendar.

a. Dave would like feedback on when we start, end the year, etc.

b. Paije asked about the substitute teacher shortage.
i. Dave said it has been difficult, statewide, to get substitutes.
ii. We will look to pay former teachers to help cover.

c. We may be able to have one day for parent-teacher days instead of two

with the option to meet anytime.

We will approve the November minutes at the next meeting.

V. Treasurer’s Report: Emma reported:
A. We should discuss what is involved in the small grants for teachers.
B. We have planned for $5000 of activities for this year without new funds coming in.
C. We stocked up on gift cards.

MOTION: Paije motioned to accept the October Treasurer’s Report, Sam seconded.
Motion carries.

MOTION: Paije motioned to accept the November Treasurer’s Report, Sam seconded.
Motion carries.

VI. Committee Reports:
A. Discovery Space/STEM: Jen Reported:



a. We had 19 students create model houses and visited Penn State’s
architectural department.
b. The next session will focus on Biomedical engineering with registration
open in the spring.
B. Sunshine Fund: Jen Reported:
a. More people have been using the Sunshine funds.
b. We want to clarify the decision-making process and acceptable uses:
i. “Basic needs (not every month), extra-curricular activities (including
outside of Corl Street), clothes, yearbooks, emergency expenses.”
ii. “All requests must be presented to the principal and approved at
her discretion with input from the PTO.”

1. Emma suggested that we should prioritize some items (e.qg.,
necessities for school/safety) over others (e.g.,
extracurricular activities).

2. Jen noted that needs would be prioritized over wants and
that Dr. Mark could use her discretion about the amount and
length of funding and that requests are not guaranteed.

3. Paije suggested that we consult other schools who may
have a similar program.

4. Jen suggested that “school-related and general well-being
items (e.g., lunch money, coats).”

5. Sam asked how much money is available for the Sunshine
Fund.

a. Emma said that any funds we raise over the Cougar
Cat Run would qualify.

b. We can structure our budget so a certain amount of
money (e.g., $1000) go from the Cougar Cat Run to
the Sunshine Fund.

6. Jen suggested that the budget will also determine what we
can fund.

7. Jackie suggested putting the language on the website and
we can alter it as necessary.

MOTION: Paije motioned to approve the requirements (in quotes above) for the
Sunshine Fund. Becky seconded. Motion Carries.

VIIl. New business
A. Jen noted that Kristine Schwab requested $150 addition to the Book Fair budget.
a. Emma suggested that we could vote for more money to cover other costs
(doughnuts, popcorn party, etc.).

MOTION: Barbara motioned to Increase the Book Fair budget by $300, annually;
Becky seconded. Motion Carries.



B. Jen noted that Angie Kempf requested $75 for Ms. Quigley’s farewell cake.

MOTION: Coleen motioned to pay $75 from undesignated funds to pay for Ms.
Quigley’s cake. Paije seconded the motion. Motion carries.

C. Barbara reported that other schools (Easterly, Radio Park, Park Forest, etc.) fund
school supplies for students.

a.

b.

IX. Other business.

A School Supply Facilitator is a volunteer who coordinates purchases from
School Specialties, Walmart gift card, or teacher’s choice.
Most school supplies are purchased over the summer or at the end of the
previous school year.
Half of the schools used gift cards for teachers to buy their own supplies.
School supplies should be delivered to the school
The PTO volunteers gather the week before school to help distribute
supplies to the teachers.
The costs range from $10 to $12.50 per student, about $250 per class, or
$5000 total.
Barbara noted that gift cards seem to be the most popular format.
Some schools buy bulk purchases collectively to save money.
Becky suggested that the school supply list needs to be re-evaluated.
Sam asked about discounts from School Specialties.

i. Barbara said that there were discounts available.
Jen and Barbara suggested that we ask teachers for a list of requested
supplies so we can determine the cost per child.
Paije suggested that we include language in our fundraising efforts to
indicate that we need a certain amount of money to purchase school
supplies.

. Dr. Mark said that she can find out what school supplies Radio Park

teachers requests.

A. Paije asked for funding for beanbag chairs, book stands, and other library items.

MOTION: Barbara motioned to give Paije $500 from undesignated funds for
library, Coleen seconded. Motion Carries.

MOTION: Emma motioned to adjourn. Jackie seconded. Motion carries.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:25 PM

Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 7; 7:00 PM
*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi on December 3rd, 2019



