
CORL STREET ELEMENTARY 
PTO BOARD MEETING 

 
May 5, 2020 

In Attendance: PTO Board Members: Dr. Kelly Mark (Principal), Jennifer Pencek 
(President), Jackie O’Hara (Vice President), Emma Jane Rose (Treasurer), Peter 
Miraldi (Secretary) Parents and Guests: Ann Tarantino, Alyssa Raffetto, Cathy Miller 
(IST), Chris Storslee, Coleen Reese (5th Grade), cpb10, Dana Conklin, Emily 
Greenman, Jennifer Mahle, Jill Ross (Kindergarten), Kimel, Mike Banning, Rebecca 
Mattson, Rebecca Thorsen, Sam Siedel, Shannon Goff, Shannon Stallings (Art), Sonya 
Miller, Veronica Iacobazzo, Wendy. 
 

Call to Order: 7:04 PM 
I. Welcome/Introductions/Remarks: Jen Pencek welcomed everyone.  
II. Principal’s Remarks: Dr. Mark reported: 

A. Thank you for everything everyone is doing from home.  
B. Please know that we just want the kids to be happy and safe.  
C. Thank you for your teacher appreciation this week.  
D. The playground is still moving forward.  
E. After-school programs will be held at Easterly in the fall.  
F. May 11th is the deadline for the EXPO.  
G. Thanks to everyone who joined us for May the Fourth on Monday.  
H. Friday is the deadline to submit your enrollment.  

 
MOTION: Emma Rose motioned to approve the March minutes. Ann Tarantino 
seconded. The motion carried and the March minutes were approved.  
 
III. School Board Report: N/A 
 
IV. Treasurer’s Report: Emma reported:  

A. We have not spent much money in the past month.  
B. In mid-March, we spent some money on the 4th grade field trip but we will receive 

credit or a full refund.  
C. Teachers, please submit your allocations.  
D. For teacher appreciation, we would like to give gift cards 
E. We have not spent any Sunshine Fund money this past month.  
F. We have a little over $40,000 in our checking account.  
G. Jen asked about the science program for girls.  

a. Emma said we have the money to support it next year if it is well received.  
H. Kimel asked if there is an amount that we try to carry over every year.  

a. Emma said that there is no specific amount but we have had about 
$30,000 in the bank for at least 3 years.  

b. Kimel suggested that we may be able to give more to families who need 
support during this pandemic.  



c. Emma noted that the Sunshine Fund is available for the school community 
but, if we wanted to expand that support, we would need to make a 
collective decision.  

d. Emma suggested that we could remind everyone about the Sunshine 
Fund to help with their needs.  

e. Jen said that we need to formally vote on how we spend and distribute 
money.  
 

MOTION: Samantha Banning motioned to approve the treasurer’s report. Ann Tarantino 
seconded. The motion carried and the treasurer’s report was approved.  
 
V. Old Business 

A. PTO Officer Elections. 
a. President: Samantha and Mike Banning’s nomination to serve together as 

Co-President was approved at the last meeting.  
 

MOTION: Emma Rose motioned to elect Samantha and Mike Banning as the new PTO 
Co-President. Chris Storslee seconded. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

b. Vice President : Dana Conklin’s nomination to serve as the new PTO Vice 
President was approved at the last meeting.  

 
MOTION: Coleen Reese motioned to elect Dana Conklin as the new PTO Vice 
President. Veronica Iacobazzo seconded. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

c. Jen mentioned that the current and past officers will meet with the 
incoming officers.  
 

B. School Supplies: Jackie reported that she shopped our supply needs and found 
Amazon was the cheapest at about $4000 for the main school supplies (Walmart 
was a little over $4000).  

a. Peter mentioned that buying school supplies in bulk should save us 
money/time and reduce the number of store visits and deliveries which are 
more difficult during the pandemic.  

b. Emma mentioned that we can cover this cost for a few years but we could 
ask parents who can support the effort to donate money for the school 
supplies to alleviate the budget in the future.  

c. Jen suggested that we keep a full year’s budget in reserve as a backup. 
d. Sam Seidel asked if we should make it sustainable for future budgets. 

i. Emma said we should make it sustainable.  
e. Kimel asked if it would make sense to split the cost of supplies across fall 

and spring.  
i. Emma said buying the entire year’s worth of supplies will make it 

easier to manage.  
f. Rebecca Thorsen said she would like to see the PTO cover school supply 

costs for whatever teachers need.   



g. Ann suggested an Amazon wishlist which teachers can populate with their 
needed supplies.  

i. Jen said that the wishlist has not worked in the past.  
h. Jill asked if we already had a person to take this order on.  

i. Ann Tarantino said that she could make the order.  
ii. Jen said that if the amount is approved, Karen in the office could 

place the order.  
iii. Ann, Rebecca, Veronica, and Kimel said they could help as well.  
iv. Jill Ross said that we cannot wait on School Specialty to deliver.   
v. Emma noted that if the school supplies cost more than we budget, 

we can vote for more money at any meeting, including the PTO 
officer meetings in the summer.  

 
MOTION: Veronica Iacobazzo motioned to use $4500 from the PTO budget for school 
supplies for next year. Kimel seconded the motion. The motion carries.  
 
VI. New business 
 

A. Art Project: Ann Tarantino and Shannon Goff proposed a public art project that 
engages everyone at Corl Street Elementary School.  

a. Ann said they are proposing a project that helps kids comprehend and 
process their new reality through creating artwork and implementing two 
mural projects.  

b. Ann said they would like to invite the students to create a drawing that 
would be translated into two different murals (e.g., “What is whispering in 
your ear about the future of the world?” and “What are you thinking about 
the future of the world?”).  

c. Ann said they would love to create a mural on a large wall.  
d. Shannon Goff said she is interested in students drawing what they are 

feeling during the current situation and would like to commit the drawings 
to a permanent ceramic tile/surface using ceramic decals.  

e. Shannon Goff noted that there is an innate propulsion for communities to 
create (from cave paintings to modern-day graffiti) and we can help find 
some hope during this global pandemic.  

f. Ann and Shannon are proposing an indoor tile mural and an outdoor 
painted mural, each with a different image. 

g. They said this could be a way to engage our current 5th graders.  
h. Shannon Stallings suggested that this could be especially meaningful for 

our current students as well as our future students.  
i. Ann pointed out that this project would meet four educational standards 

(creating, presenting, responding, and connecting).  
j. Shannon Goff and Ann are asking for $3700 for the painted mural and 

$6000 for the tile mural and have about $6000 in grant funds to contribute. 
k. Veronica mentioned that we have school improvement funds. 

i. Emma suggested that we do not take money from the improvement 
fund but rather from the PTO budget.  



l. Dr. Mark said she will ask about any approvals for exterior artwork.  
m. Shannon Stallings suggested that future 5th grade classes can develop 

their own projects and this is a great opportunity to work with Ann and 
Shannon Goff. 

n. Chris noted that this would be good to include all of the students.  
o. Ann said that the project will kick off in the fall, even remotely if needed.  

 
MOTION: Veronica Iacobazzo motioned to fund the Ann and Shannon’s art project for 
$3625. Chris Storslee seconded. The motion carried. 
 
 
VII. Other business:  

A. Jen asked everyone to think about fundraising in the fall.  
B. Mike Banning asked about the need to keep a certain amount of money in 

reserve.  
a. Emma suggested that we keep enough money for field trips at least, 

indicating that we have $3000 in savings.  
 
MOTION: Mike Banning motioned to put an additional $7000 in reserve to cover field 
trips for next year. Jackie O’Hara seconded. The motion carries.  
 

C. 5th Grade Party: Veronica Iacobazzo noted that they are working with a local t-
shirt vendor to print shirts with student signatures.  

a. The shirts will be white and students can create their own tie-dye.  
b. Dr. Mark said that the yearbooks can be handed out along with students’ 

belongings when it is safe to pick them up.  
c. The t-shirts will be made soon and the cost is comparable to their current 

budget.  
d. Dr. Mark suggested a reverse-parade for 5th graders. 

i. Jen said she thought it would be meaningful for 5th graders.  
ii. Dr. Mark suggested that we could do this for other grades as well.  
iii. Veronica said she would spearhead the reverse parade for 5th 

graders.  
iv. Dr. Mark suggested the week of June 1st for the parade.  

D. Peter thanks Jen and Jackie for their service as PTO President and Vice 
President and everyone applauded their work.  

 
MOTION: Jackie O’Hara motioned to adjourn. Jen Pencek seconded. The motion 
carried and the meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM.   
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 2nd; 7:00 PM  
*Minutes prepared by Peter Miraldi (pnm10@psu.edu) on June 2nd, 2020.  

mailto:pnm10@psu.edu

