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Retention of Illinois Students & Equity 
(RISE) Act 
•  Provides	a	pathway	for	eligible	undocumented	students	and	
transgender	students	who	are	disqualified	from	federal	student	
aid	to	apply	for	ISAC	and	other	state	funded	financial	aid	
programs	

•  Relies	on	criteria	already	in	state	law	that’s	used	to	determine	
eligibility	for	in-state	tuition	at	public	institutions	

•  Impacts	all	Illinois	colleges		–	public	and	private,	two	and	four-
year	institutions	

•  Applies	to	all	ISAC	gift	assistance	programs	
•  Provides	access	to	other	state	funded	financial	aid	programs	

•  Note:	Undocumented	students	are	NOT	eligible	for	federal	student	aid.		
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RISE Act: Eligible Students 
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•  The	law	defines	Illinois	resident,	as	“any	person	who	is	
deemed	an	Illinois	resident	for	tuition	purposes”.		

• The	individual	must	have:	
•  Resided	with	parent	or	guardian	while	attending	an	Illinois	public	or	
private	high	school;	

• Graduated	from	a	public	or	private	high	school	or	received	the	
equivalent	of	a	high	school	diploma	in	Illinois;	

•  Attended	school	in	Illinois	for	at	least	3	years	as	of	the	date	they	
graduated	from	high	school	or	received	the	equivalent	of	a	high	school	
diploma;	

•  Provides	the	institution	with	an	affidavit	stating	that	the	individual	will	
file	an	application	to	become	a	permanent	resident	of	the	United	
States	at	the	earliest	opportunity	the	individual	is	eligible	to	do	so;	and	

• Has	not	established	a	residence	outside	of	Illinois.	



Alternative Application Process 
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•  Alternative	Application	for	Illinois	Financial	Aid	
Process:	
•  Pre-screening	questions	help	determine	if	student	is	eligible	to	
complete	the	Alternative	Application	

•  When	a	Student	Profile	is	created,	an	ISAC	ID	number	is	assigned	to	
the	applicant		

•  Same	financial	information	is	asked	as	in	the	FAFSA	
•  Students	and	parents	sign	the	application	electronically	using	PINs	
provided	by	ISAC	

•  PINs	are	e-mailed	to	the	e-mail	addresses	provided	on	the	application	
•  Student	and	parent	must	have	different	email	addresses		
•  An	EFC	is	calculated	and	used	to	determine	MAP	eligibility	
•  The	same	MAP	formula	is	used	for	FAFSA	and	Alternative	Application	
filers	



Alternative App Features 
•  Information	will	be	saved	after	each	screen	
•  Financial	information	must	be	entered	manually		

•  IRS	Data	Retrieval	Tool	cannot	be	used	in	the	Alternative	App	
•  Some	questions	will	be	pre-populated	based	on	previous	
answers,	but	the	Alt	App	does	not	have	"skip	logic"	like	the	FAFSA	

•  Access	more	information	about	a	question,	through		
				feature	
•  Students	can	troubleshoot	their	username	and	password	using	
the	challenge	questions	they	created	 

•  Parents	can	come	back	and	sign	the	Alternative	Application	to	
complete	it		

•  User	guide	is	available	on	application	landing	page	
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Information Needed for the 
2021-2022 Alternative App 
•  Student	Profile	for	the	Alternative	App–	ISAC	ID	number	will	be	

assigned	to	student	after	profile	is	created	
•  Student	and	Parent	email	address	(for	dependents)–	Be	sure	

parent	and	student	each	have	their	own	email	address	
•  Records	of	income	–	2019	Federal	Income	Tax	Return	(1040),	

W-2s,	other	records	of	income	earned	from	work,	business,	child	
support	paid	or	received,	and	any	other	untaxed	income.		

•  Information	about	investments	–	Savings,	certificates	of	deposit,	
stock	options,	bonds,	529	plans	and	other	college	savings	
programs,	and	investment	real	estate,	business,	and	farms.	

•  A	PIN	to	sign	electronically	
Note:	A	student	must	report	parental	information	until	the	age	of	24	unless	they	
meet	the	criteria	to	file	as	an	independent	student	as	determined	by	the	Alternative	
Application	for	Illinois	Financial	Aid	.	
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Alternative App Sections 
Section	1	 Student	Demographics	

Section	2	 Student	Financials	

Section	3	 Dependency	Status	

Section	4		 Parent	Demographics	(Dependent)	

Section	4	
Continued	

Parent’s	Household	Size	&	Financials	
(Dependent)	

Section	5	 Student	Household	Size	(Independent)	

Section	6	 School	Selection	

Section	7	 Sign	and	Submit	

7	



www.isac.org/AlternativeApp  
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Alternative Application to Apply for 
2020-2021 Illinois MAP Grants 
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•  User	Guide	available	with	
screenshots	

•  First-Time	Applicants	click	on	
“Start”	button	

•  Returning	Applicants	click	on	
“Login”	

•  Corrections	
•  Adding	colleges	

•  Parent	signature	-	it’s	
recommended	that	parent	
signs	when	application	is	
initially	completed	
	



Welcome Message 
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•  Explains	purpose	of	the	
Alternative	Application		

•  States	that	this	
information	will	not	be	
shared	with	anyone	
except	for	the	college(s)	
that	the	student	lists	on	
the	application	
	



Pre-Screening: Determining 
Citizenship Status 
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•  Students	who	are	US	citizens	
or	eligible	noncitizens	need	to	
complete	the	FAFSA	instead	of	
the	Alternative	Application	

•  Listing	of	who	is	an	eligible	
noncitizen	is	provided	

•  DACA	students	are	not	eligible	
noncitizens	and	should	fill	out	
the	Alternative	App	



Pre-Screening: Undocumented 
Students 
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•  If	student	selects	
“no”	to	citizenship	
question,	info	on	
Illinois	residency	
requirement	to	be	
eligible	to	complete	
Alternative	App	is	
shown	

•  Student	must	meet	
all	5	requirements	



Pre-Screening: Transgender Students 
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•  If	student	says	“yes”	to	
citizenship	question,	info	is	
provided	to	determine	if	they	
should	fill	out	the	Alternative	
App	due	to	being	a	
transgender	student	ineligible	
for	federal	student	aid	due	to	
not	registering	with	Selective	
Service;	otherwise,	FAFSA	
should	be	completed	

•  Purpose	of	providing	SSN	is	
explained	in	this	specific	
situation	



Pre-Screening: FAFSA Completion 
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•  Has	student	filed	
FAFSA?	

•  Yes	–	Reach	out	to	
Financial	Aid	Office	to	
process	the	correct	
application	

•  No	–	Student	
qualifies	to	apply	for	
MAP	through	
Alternative	
Application	for	Illinois	
Financial	Aid		

•  Start	Application	



Pre-Screening: Eligibility Criteria  
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Are	residency	
requirements	met?	

•  Yes	–	Eligible	to	
start	application		

•  No	–	Not	eligible	
to	complete	
Alternative	App		



Student Profile  
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•  Student	Profile	
•  All	fields	required	
•  Must	not	use	email	address	

from	ISAC’s	Student	Portal	
profile	

•  ISAC	ID	number	will	be	
assigned	after	profile	has	
been	created	

•  This	will	be	a	unique	ID	
number	for	the	student	

•  Will	remain	the	same	for	the	
following	years	

•  Make	sure	to	write	it	down	



Section 1: Student Demographics 
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•  First	name,	last	name,	
and	email	address	will	
be	auto-populated	
based	on	student	
profile	information	

•  A	PIN	will	be	sent	to	
the	email	address	
provided	on	student	
demographic	section		

•  PIN	is	used	by	student	
to	sign	application	



Section 1: Student Demographics 
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Personal	information	

•  Marital	status	
•  Date	of	marital	status	

change,	if	applicable	

•  State	of	legal	residence	
•  Not	related	to	

immigration	status	

•  Gender	
•  Optional	question		



Section 1: Student Demographics 
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Educational	Background	

•  Parent's	education	

•  Student’s	high	school	
completion	status		

•  Student’s	high	school	

•  Student’s	college	grade	
level	

•  HS	students	=	“Never	
Attended	College”	

		



Section 2: Student’s Financials 
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Tax	Information	

•  2019	IRS	income	tax	return	status	

•  If	student	did	not	or	will	not	file	a	
2019	tax	return,	skip	questions	
related	to	tax	return		

•  Did	student	file	a	schedule	1?	

•  Student	(and	spouse’s)	Adjusted	
Gross	Income	

•  Student	(and	spouse’s)	income	tax	
paid	for	2019	



Section 2: Student’s Financials 
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•  Current	Financials	
•  Student	(and	spouse’s)	

money	earned	from	
work	

	
•  As	of	today:	

•  Cash,	savings,	and	
checking	account	

•  Investments,	including	
real	estate	but	not	
including	home	in	which	
the	student	lives	in	

•  Do	not	include	the	value	
of	any	retirement	plan	
(i.e.	401K,	IRA,	pension	
plan)	



Section 2: Student’s Financials 
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•  Additional	financials:	
•  Education	credits	
•  Child	support	paid	
•  Taxable	earnings	
from	work-study	

•  Taxable	college	grant	
and	scholarship	aid	
reported	as	income	

•  Cooperative	
education	program	
offered	by	college	



Section 2: Student’s Financials 
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•  Untaxed	Income	
•  Payments	to	tax-deferred	

pension	and	retirement	savings	
plans	

•  Child	support	received		
•  Other	untaxed	income	
•  Money	received	or	paid	on	

your	(student’s)	behalf	

		



Section 3: Dependency  
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•  Parental	info	will	be	
required	unless	
student	can	say	“yes”	
to	any	of	these	
specific	questions	

•  Documentation	may	
be	requested	by	the	
college	as	part	of	the	
verification	process	
when	certain	
questions	are	
answered	with	a	“yes”	

	
		



Section 3: Dependency (continued) 
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•  Legal	guardianship	as	
determined	by	a	court	(i.e.	
not	notarized	
guardianship)		

•  A	third	party	would	need	
to	attest	that	the	student	
is	unaccompanied	and	
homeless	or	at	risk	of	
being	homeless	

•  Homeless	district	liaison	
•  HUD	
•  Homeless	youth	basic	

center	or	transitional	
living	program	

		



Section 3: Dependency Results   
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Dependent	
•  Requires	that	parental	

information	be	
provided	

•  Continue	to	section	4		
	

Independent	
•  Only	requires	student’s	

(and	spouse,	if	
married)	information	
•  Go	to	section	5	

www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Dependency Status  
Dependent	
•  Students	that	answer	“No”	to	all	dependency	
questions	
•  Student	information	
•  Parent	Information	

Independent	(additional	information	may	be	required)	
•  Students	are	considered	dependent	until	age	of	24	
unless	they	can	answer	“Yes”	to	one	of	the	
dependency	questions	
•  Student	Information	
•  Spouse	Information,	if	married	
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Who is a Parent for Purposes of the 
Alternative App? 
1.  Biological		
2.  Adoptive	
3.  Stepparent	–	while	married	to	biological	parent		

•  Parents	living	together	must	both	provide	information	on	
the	Alternative	App	–	regardless	of	marital	status	

•  For	divorced	parents:	
•  Report	the	information	of	the	parent	with	whom	the	student	

lived	the	longest	in	the	past	12	months	
•  If	time	spent	with	each	parent	was	equal,	report	the	information	

of	the	parent	who	provided	the	most	financial	support	
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Unable to Provide Parent Information 
•  Dependent	students	may	still	be	eligible	to	
complete	the	Alternative	Application	for	Illinois	
Financial	Aid	without	parental	information	if	they	
have	a	special	circumstance.		

•  Unacceptable	Reasons	for	not	providing	parental	
information:	
•  Parents	unwilling	to	provide	information	
•  Parents	refuse	to	pay	for	college	
•  Parents	do	not	claim	student	on	taxes	
•  Student	does	not	live	with	parents	
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Section 4: Parent Demographics 
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•  Indicate	marital	status	
of	parent	

•  Indicate	month	and	
year	of	marriage	or	
divorce/separation	

•  SSN	
•  Parents	without	a	SSN	

enter	all	zeroes	
•  Do	not	enter	an	ITIN	

(begins	with	9)	

•  Parent	last	name	and	
first	initial	of	first	name	

•  State	of	where	the	
parent	is	a	resident	
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Section 4: Parent’s Household  
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•  Household	size:	
•  Parent(s)		
•  Student		
•  Other	children	
•  Other	dependents	

•  Number	in	college	
•  Exclude	any	parents	in	

college	

•  Indicate	if	anyone	in	the	
household	in	2019	or	
2020	qualified	for	any	of	
the	federal	means	tested	
programs,	such	as	free-
reduced	lunch,	SNAP,	
etc.	
		 www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Section 4: Parent Financials 
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•  Indicate	parent’s	filing	status	
•  If	married,	there	will	be	issues	

with	the	verification	process	if	
each	parent	filed	as	“Head	of	
Household”	

•  Select	"no"	if	a	Schedule	1	was	
not	filed	or	filed	only	for:	
•  Unemployment	Compensation	

(line	7)		
•  Educator	Expenses	(line	10)	
•  IRA	Deduction	(line	19)	
•  Student	loan	interest	deduction	

(line	20)	
•  Receiving,	selling,	sending,	

exchanging,	or	otherwise	
acquiring	any	financial	interest	in	
any	virtual	currency	

•  Dislocated	worker	is	most	
commonly	someone	who	has	lost	
their	job	or	who	is	a	displaced	
homemaker	
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Section 4: Parent’s Income & Tax Info  
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•  If	an	IRS	tax	return	was	not	filed,	
leave	these	two	questions	blank	

•  List	Adjusted	Gross	Income	from	
2019-	IRS	form	1040,	line	8b	

•  Income	tax	paid	in	2019:	IRS	form	
1040-line	14	minus	schedule	2-line	2.	

•  It	is	not	taxes	withheld	on	W-2	

•  Income	earned	from	working	
must	be	reported	even	if	an	IRS	
tax	return	was	not	filed	

•  Do	not	include	the	following	as	
investments:	

•  Home	in	which	you	live	
•  Value	of	retirement	plans	(401K,	

IRA,	pension	fund)	
•  Family	owned	business	if	it	has	

100	or	fewer	fulltime	employees	
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Section 4: Parent Financials 

•  This	is	money	leaving	
the	household	or	
credits	that	will	help	
lower	the	EFC	

•  Tax	credits	are	for	
qualified	education	
expenses	parent(s)	
made	for	children	in	
college	
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Section 4: Parent Untaxed Income 
•  This	is	income	not	

reported	in	the	Adjusted	
Gross	Income	(AGI)	

•  Amounts	to	be	reported	
from	IRS	tax	return	are	
listed	in	each	question	

•  For	other	untaxed	
income,	do	not	include	
untaxed	Social	Security	
benefits	and	SSI.		See	
question	for	other	items	
to	exclude.	
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Section 5: Independent Student 
•  If	parent	info	was	provided	in	

section	4	for	dependent	
students,	skip	section	5	

•  Students	not	required	to	
provide	parental	information	
must	complete	section	5	

•  Select	all	benefits	that	
household	members	received	
in	2019	or	2020	

•  Will	not	affect	eligibility	for	
programs	and	programs	will	not	be	
taken	away	
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Section 6: School Selection  
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•  Students	can	select	
up	to	10	colleges	to	
receive	information	

•  Can	only	select	from	
Illinois	MAP-
approved	schools	

•  Students	will	need	
to	select	a	housing	
plan		

		
www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Section 7: Review 
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•  Make	sure	to	write	
down	your	ISAC	ID	
Number,	in	case	you	
have	any	issues	with	
your	application	

•  Review	sections	1-6	

•  Make	edits	as	
needed	

www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Section 7: Confirming Eligibility Requirements 
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•  Eligibility	status	1:	
•  Undocumented	

students	must	meet	
all	five	requirements		

•  Eligibility	status	2:	
•  U.S.	Citizen	or	

eligible	noncitizen		
confirms	that	they	
are	a	transgender	
student	

www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Section 7: Certification/Affidavit  
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•  Attesting	that	all	
information	provided	is	
true,	accurate,	and	
complete	to	the	best	of	
their	knowledge	

•  Serves	as	affidavit	
certifying	that	they	will	file	
an	application	to	become	a	
US	permeant	resident	at	
the	earliest	opportunity	
they	are	eligible	to	do	so	

•  Provide	student	signature	
via	PIN	
		

www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Section 7: Parent Signature and 
Certification  
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•  Parent	is	certifying	the	
accuracy	of	the	information	on	
the	Alternative	App	

•  Parent	signs	with	PIN	

•  Click	on	“previous”	to	return	
to	prior	screen	to	submit	after	
parent	signs	

www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



Section 7: Sign & Submit  
•  Dependent	Student 

•  Student	and	parent	must	
sign		

•  Student	will	not	be	able	to	
submit	application	if	
parent	does	not	sign	

•  Parent	can	come	back	and	
sign	later;	student	can	
then	submit	after	parent	
signs	

	
•  Independent	student	

•  Student	must	sign	and	
submit	
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Section 7: Confirmation  
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•  Write	down	ISAC	ID	Number,	if	
you	haven’t	already	

	
•  What	Happens	Next?	

•  A	confirmation	page	is	emailed	
to	student	

•  Corrections	can	be	made	if	
needed	after	it’s	processed	

•  Information	is	now	available	to	
institutions	listed	by	student	

	
•  Note:	The	student	will	not	

receive	an	EFC.	They	will	find	out	
their	MAP	eligibility	through	
their	financial	aid	offers.	

www.isac.org/AlternativeApp	



		

•  Questions	about	financial	aid?	
•  Questions	about	getting	to	college?	
•  Text	with	our	experts!	

	
Pick	the	area	code	closest	to	you	and	text	us	your	name.	

	

(217)	207-3265	 (309)	306-7066		
(618)	223-6450	 (630)	216-4910	
(708)	252-3890		 (773)	453-9520	
	(815)	242-4630		 (847)	243-6470	


