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Farouk Rajab, Chair called the regular meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. Members present were Kevin Agnello, 
Secretary, Chris Donahue, Dan Kelley, and Katie Gauthier.  Members Virtual Attendance: Meghan Blanchette, and 
Sara Baker. Also present were Mary Anne Butler, Superintendent of Schools, Student Government Representative 
Catherine Statchen, members of the administrative staff and citizens.  

Communications & Recognitions 
Mary Anne Butler, Superintendent wished the Board of Education members a happy Board of Education month.  She 
commended Catherine Statchen and Evan Anderson for an amazing performance in War Paint.  She recognized 
Officer Kerry Browning who will be taking a new position as a Family Relations Counselor in the Connecticut Judicial 
Branch.  She also thanked Mrs. Mello at Deans Mill School and Mrs. Priest at West Vine Street School for inviting her 
into their classrooms for Read Across America as their guest reader.  She recognized Mr. Smith who has been 
invited by the CSDE Center for Literacy Research and Reading Readiness Center to record a segment for their 
webinar series Infinite Possibilities Doing This Thing Together.  Mrs. Butler shared news of Principal Kathy Irvine’s 
announcement of her retirement and thanked her for her years of service, noting she will be missed.  Ms. Statchen 
recognized the Stanley’s for the musical.  She recognized the guidance department for organizing both testing events 
for freshmen and sophomores.  She spoke about the recent Jamboree and the upcoming Beetle Mania event.  Mr. 
Kelley attended the matinee of the War Paint production and recognized, Ms. Statchen, Mr. Anderson, Owen, Peter, 
and the Stanley’s for their work in the play.  He also attended a couple of boys’ basketball games.  He congratulated 
Mrs. Irvine on her retirement.  He received several communications from parents and others concerning the paras 
and graduation date, which include letters from Linda Lloyd, Greg Howard, Ebbie Young, and Kerry Phelan.  He 
voiced he will be attending Beetle Mania.  He asked that incoming eighth-grade students request to be part of Mr. 
Agins’ class so that they could participate in the First Amendment Rap Contest.  Mr. Kelley shared he was a para at 
the middle school and the para president and voiced he hears the paras and the Board is doing what they can for the 
paras and thanked them.  Katie Gauthier thanked Mrs. Dawe for inviting her to the high school to attend Chris 
Herren’s presentation.  She was welcomed into West Vine and Deans Mill to read in Mrs. Gervasini's third grade and 
Mrs. Pescatello's fourth grade for Read Across America.  She also congratulated Mrs. Irvine on her retirement, well 
deserved and sad to see her go.  Farouk Rajab congratulated Mrs. Irvine on her retirement, adding well deserved.  
He attended the play at the high school adding it was amazing.  Chair Rajab commented on para attendance at the 
Board of Finance meetings and requested their attendance at the upcoming March 26th public hearing.  He reviewed 
the Board of Finance cuts to the proposed budget and the implications of those cuts. 
 
Comments from Citizens Regarding Items on the Agenda 
Kim Harris – Commented on paraprofessional wages and their job duties. 
Zach Rogers – A former Stonington Public Schools student spoke on the importance of paraeducators during his 
school career. 
Katherine Teixeira – Spoke of her typical day as a paraeducator at Deans Mill School.  She also voiced that 
paraeducators are grossly and unconscionably underpaid.  
Ebbie Young – Read an email she shared with the Board of Education in support of paraeducators. 
John Denard – A teacher at Stonington High School spoke as a parent and teacher in the district.  He shared his 
personal experience regarding the use and the importance of paras in the classroom.  He commented on para 
requirements for an IEP plan and the Connecticut Education Data System.  He shared his unified basketball 
coaching experience and the impact paras have in the program.  
Jaicee Getchell – Shared correspondence from 5th-grade teachers at Deans Mill School, Tricia Lance, Daniel Barth, 
Heidi McGowan, and Jonah Salsich expressing their support for paraeducators and the importance and the impact 
they have in the education of students.  
John Flaherty – Commented on his personal experience as a healthcare provider while servicing paras and special 
ed teachers for injuries that occurred during the workday, noting it is a disproportionately physical and injurious 
profession.  He voiced that those that he services are very dedicated to their work.  He also noted the expense that 
these injuries would cost the district if CIRMA were involved.   
Connie Tassias – A paraeducator at the high school read a letter from parent Alexandrea Fortin whose student has 
a paraeducator in school.  Ms. Fortin expressed her concerns if her student were to lose her paraeducator and spoke 
on paraeducator wages.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFXjoLyIU1KT9YnO3SQSryQ/


STONINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETING March 14, 2024-Page | 2 
Complete Board Meeting can be heard on the Stonington Public Schools YouTube Channel at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFXjoLyIU1KT9YnO3SQSryQ/ 

 

 
 
Michelle Pease – A Deans Mill School paraeducator read a letter from special education teacher Alicia Coombs, with 
whom she works closely on a daily basis.  Ms. Coombs's letter expressed her support for the paraeducators.  
Ashley Huesman – A Deans Mill School paraeducator read a letter from special education teacher Danielle 
McGuire.  Ms. McGuire voiced her appreciation for the paraeducators working in the schools and the integral part 
they play in the success of the students, their daily duties, their work preventing crises, keeping schools safe, and the 
need to compensate paraeducators to retrain them.  
Ashley Tewell - Ms. Tewell voiced that paras matter to parents and students.  She noted that paras need to show up 
on March 26th and go to the Board of Finance so they understand more money needs to go into the education 
system.  Ms. Tewell also commented she was happy to see the work that was put into the state-mandated Increasing 
Educator Diversity Plan.  She also expressed her concern about the policy on the Use of Private Electronic Devices 
by Students.  
Linda Lloyd – Attached Email Correspondence regarding paras 
Kindergarten Teachers (Deans Mill School) Gina Hetu, Tori Hodges, Allie Romano and Anne Wade – Attached 
Email Correspondence. 
 
Farouk Rajab, Chair called a five-minute recess. 

Board Presentation 
Board Appreciation Month - Mary Anne Butler, Superintendent presented the Board members with a bag of swag for 
Board Appreciation Month along with baked goods and handmade napkins made by the Life Skills students in the 
Annex and personalized thank you cards from students at the elementary schools.  Mrs. Butler thanked the Board 
and Student Government Representative Catherine Statchen for being a great team to work with. 

Project Mixtape – First Amendment Rap – Dan Agins, SMS Teacher presented a PowerPoint presentation on his 
First Amendment Rap project, which started in 2016.  His goal for the project is for students to understand what the 
First Amendment is and what it is not.  He also shared short video clip highlights of students’ rap songs.  Dan Kelley 
commented on the positive energy that comes with the project and student participation.  He also noted that he feels 
this project is one of the reasons people move into Stonington. He also gave a shout-out to Mrs. Cassidy.  Mrs. Butler 
thanked Mr. Agins, and also noted that the district encourages teachers to show evidence of learning in different 
ways, and commended Mr. Agins for the project.  Chair Rajab thanked Mr. Agins for everything he does for the 
children. (PowerPoint Presentation Attached) 

Report of the Superintendent of Schools 
Set Graduation Date – 2023-24 School Calendar – Mrs. Butler reviewed the school calendar and noted that there 
have been two wind and flood days and one snow day which sets the last day of school and graduation day on June 
19th.  She encouraged the Board to keep this date in play.  A new statute will allow the beginning of next year to set a 
firm date for the last day as long as there are 180 days of school.  Mrs. Dawe reviewed the timeline of events leading 
up to graduation.  Chris Donahue asked about making up days if a firm date is set next year.  Dan Kelley asked if 
there is another snow day will graduation day stay on the 19th.  Mrs. Butler confirmed yes it would stay on June 19th. 
 
Food Service Outstanding Lunch Balances – Mrs. Butler reviewed the outstanding lunch balances that have not been 
paid for.  Alisha Stripling, Director of Finance and Personnel explained the McKinney Vento Act and what part that 
plays in the outstanding lunch balances.  She noted a letter would be sent out from her office to those families that 
are affected.  Dan Kelley asked for clarification on the shaming of those students who try to get lunch.  Mrs. Butler 
confirmed it is clear in the law that shaming is not allowed.  
  
Innovative New Senior Project – Mrs. Butler shared that due to a reimbursement to the Food Service department as 
part of a junior and senior project, students will do a study on acquiring a food truck that would be available 
districtwide to deliver meals and could also be a catering truck used with the Annex students.  This would need to be 
a self-sustained business, and students will work with Dan Rahl on the feasibility of the project to ultimately purchase 
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a Stonington Public Schools food truck.  Alicia Dawe noted that both juniors and seniors are very excited about the 
project.  
 
 
 
Increasing Educator Diversity Plan – Mrs. Butler explained the report is a state-mandated report. The draft has been 
reviewed by the lawyers and is on the agenda for Board approval.  The report will be submitted to the state for review 
and approval.  Chris Donahue questioned if it was a state-mandated plan.  Mrs. Butler explained that it was and the  
State requires the plan to represent an increase in the minority representation of staff and must also include 
measurable goals.   

Consent Agenda 
The following motion was made by Dan Kelley and seconded by Chris Donahue: 
Motion 1:     To approve the Consent Agenda items A-D. 
  All: Aye – Motion Passes 

Approval Change in 2023-2024 School Calendar to Set Graduation Date 
Mrs. Butler’s recommendation is for the last day of school and graduation to be June 19th.  Farouk Rajab, Chair noted 
he received an email regarding the last day of school.  Ms. Statchen, Student Government Representative shared 
her thoughts on setting the date of graduation for June 19th, surrounding the holiday and the implications of holding 
the graduation ceremony on that day. Board members Dan Kelley, Meghan Blanchette, and Sara Baker shared their 
thoughts on holding the ceremony on the Juneteenth holiday. 
 
The following motion was made by Dan Kelley and seconded by Kevin Agnello: 
Motion 2:     To approve the change to the 2023-2024 School Calendar as presented. 
                             All: Aye – Motion Passes 

Sub Committee Reports 
Teaching and Learning Sub-Committee – Kevin Agnello reported the committee met and listened to student 
advocacy for the inclusion of a strings program into the districtwide music program. The committee will further 
discuss how to grow the music program.  They discussed how to infuse play-based learning into the elementary 
school curriculum.  He noted there are three curricula for vote on the agenda; Band 6-8, Computer-Aided Design, 
and Hospitality and Tourism.   

The following motion was made by Farouk Rajab and seconded by Katie Gauthier: 
Motion 3:     To approve the three curricula as presented. 
                             All: Aye – Motion Passes 
 
Finance and Facilities Sub-Committee – Chris Donahue reported the Board of Finance is suggesting a 4.87% 
increase.  Once they meet at the public hearing, the district will know what we will be getting.  Mary Anne and Alisha 
will give different scenarios of what to do depending on how the vote turns out and what the budget ends up being.  
Mr. Carroll gave the committee a breakdown of the boilers, SMS lot, and different projects.  Mr. Carroll shared a brief 
overview of these projects with the Board.  
 
Policy Sub-Committee – Dan Kelley reported the sub-committee met and policy P5111 has a vote required and was 

also presented last month, which deals with the cut-off age deadline for kindergarten.  

 

Policies for Second Read:  P5111 Admission to Kindergarten 

The following motion was made by Dan Kelley and seconded by Kevin Agnello: 
Motion 4:     To approve the passage of policy P5111 Admission to Kindergarten. 
  All: Aye – Motion Passes 
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Mr. Kelley noted policies for first read on the agenda that will be for a vote next month are the Use of Private 

Electronic Devices by Students, Student Use of the District’s Computers, Senior Privilege, High School Graduation 

Requirements, Field Trips, Fundraising, Parent Access to Instructional Materials, Parent Teacher Communication, 

and Weighted Grading and Calculation of Grade Point Averages.  Mr. Kelley noted that he heard the speaker earlier  

 

and her concerns regarding the policy Use of Private Electronic Devices by Students, he also had concerns but has 

been reassured by the Superintendent and the law firm that the content in the policy is legal.  He added yes the 

phones can be confiscated and will take a look at who can actually do that at the school level.  Mr. Kelley also 

reviewed the changes to the senior privilege policy.  

 

Welcoming Schools Liaison Report – Katie Gauthier reported she attended the Deans Mill School Welcoming 

Schools meeting in January and reviewed the communication that parents receive when they go away, looking at 

how to make that letter friendlier, and legal but still get the point across.  The group looked at the rubric that teachers 

have been using and how it can be improved.  The group will meet again next week.  

 

Retirement Board Report – Farouk Rajab noted the Board met and reviewed all the investments and moved one of 

the manager’s changes.  

 

LEARN Board Liaison Report – Sara Baker reported they had a special guest, Mary Anne Butler, who shared a 

presentation that inspired many people in the region to look at what is done in Stonington and see how they can bring 

that back to their home district.  Ms. Baker noted the LEARN Board also approved the Increasing Educator Diversity 

District plan.  

 

Monthly Reports  

Ms. Statchen reported that the NHS is doing a second blood drive because they broke the record with the first drive.  

She added anyone affiliated with the school district is allowed to donate on April 3rd. 

  

Board Comments and Items for Future Agendas 
Dan Kelley commented on the Personnel Report which is linked to the agenda and encouraged all at home to look at 
the linked information on the agenda.  He spoke on the shortage of paras that the district has month to month.  He 
also noted that the policy on the Use of Private Electronic Devices by Students would be discussed at future Policy 
Sub-Committee meetings if anyone would like to talk about the policy.   
 
Farouk Rajab, Chair noted all sub-committee meetings are public meetings and are posted.  He encouraged 
feedback and families to attend.  

Adjournment    

The following motion was made by Chris Donahue and seconded by Sara Baker: 
Motion 5:      To adjourn at 8:43 pm 
                             All: Aye – Motion Passes 

   

  

 

Kevin Agnello, Secretary 
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Farouk Rajab, Chair called the regular meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. Members present were Kevin Agnello,
Secretary, Chris Donahue, Dan Kelley, and Katie Gauthier. Members Virtual Attendance: I/eghan Blanchette, and
Sara Baker. Also present were Mary Anne Butler, Superintendent of Schools, Student Govemment Representative
Catherine Statchen, members of the administrative staff and citizens.

Communications & Recognitions
Mary Anne Butler, Superintendent wished the Board of Education members a happy Board of Education month. She
commended Catherine Statchen and Evan Anderson for an amazing performance in War Paint. She recognized
Officer Kerry Browning who will be taking a new position as a Family Relations Counselor in the Connecticut Judicial
Branch. She also thanked Mrs. Mello at Deans lvlill School and l\,4rs. Priest at West Vine Street School for inviting her
into their classrooms for Read Across America as their guest reader. She recognized Mr. Smith who has been
invited by the CSDE Center for Literacy Research and Reading Readiness Conter to record a segment for their
webinar series lnfinite Possibilities Doing This Thing Together. lr/rs. Buuer shared news of Principal Kathy Irvine's
announcement of her retirement and thanked her for her years of service, notng she will be missed. Ms. Statchen
recognized the Stanley's for the musical. She recognized the guidance department for organizing both testlng events
for freshmen and sophomores. She spoke about the recent Jamboree and the upcoming Beetle Mania event. i/r.
Kelley attended the matinee of the War Paint production and recognized, Ms. Statchen, Mr, Anderson, owen, Peter,
and the Stanley's for their wo* in the play. He also attended a couple of boys' basketball games. He congratulated
Mrs. lrvine on her retirement. He received several communications from parents and otheE conceming the paras
and graduation date, which include lefterc from Linda Lloyd, Greg Howard, Ebbie Young, and Kerry Phelan. He
voiced he will be attending Beetle Mania. He asked that incoming eighthgrade students request to be part of Mr.
Agins' class so that they could participate in he First Amendment Rap Contest. Mr. Kelley shared he was a para at
the middle school and the para president and voiced he hears the paras and the Board is doing what they can for the
paras and thanked them. Katie Gaulhier thanked Mrs. Dawe for inviting her to the high school to attend Chris
Henen's presentation. She was welmmed into West Vine and Deans Mill to read in lVlrs. Gervasini's third grade and
Mrs. Pescatello's fourth grade for Read Across AmBrica. She also mngratulated Mrs. lrvine on her retirement, well
deserved and sad to see her go. Farouk Rajab congratulated Mts. lrvine on her rctirement, adding well deserved.
He attended the play at the high school adding it was amazing. Chair Rajab commented on para attendance at the
Board of Finance meetings and requested their aftendance al the upcoming March 26t, public hearing. He reviewed
the Board of Finance cuts to the proposed budget and the implications of those cuts.

Comments from Citizens Regarding ltems on the Agenda
Kim Harrls - Commented on paraprofessional wages ard their job duties.
Zach Rogers - A former Stonington Public &hools student spoke on the importance of paraeducatoB during his
school career.
Katherine Teixeira - Spoke of her typical day as a paraeducator at Deans Mill School. She also voiced that
paraeducators are grossly and unconscionably underpaid.
Ebbie Young - Read an email she shared with the Board of Education in support of paraeducators.
John Denard - A teacher at Stonington High School spoke as a parent and teacher in the district. He shared his
personal experience regarding the use and the importance of paras in the classroom. He commented on para
requirements for an IEP plan and $e Connecticut Education Data System. He shared his unified basketball
coaching experience and the impact paras have in the program.

Jaicee Getchell - Shared conespondence from sth-grade teachers at Deans Mill School, Tricia Lance, Daniel Barth,
Heidi Mccowan, and Jonah Salsich expressing their support for paraeducators and the importance and the impact
they have in the education of students.
John Flaherty - Commented on his personal experience as a healthcare provider while servicing paras and special
ed teachers for injuries that occuned during the workday, noting it is a disproportionately physical and injunous
profession. He voiced that those that he services are very dedicated to their work. He also noted the expense that
these injuries would cost the district if CIRMA were involved,
Connie Tassias - A paraeducator at the high school read a letter from parent Alexandrea Fortin whose student has
a paraeducator in school. Ms. Fodn expressed her concems if her student were to lose her paraeducator and spoke
on paraeducator wages.
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Michelle Pease - A Deans Mill School paraeducator read a letter from special education teacher Alicia Coombs, with

whom she works closely on a daily basis. Ms, Coombs's letter expressed her support for the paraeducators.

Ashley Huesman - A Deans Mill School paraeducator read a letter from special education teacher Danielle

McGuire. Ms. McGuire voiced her appreciation for the paraeducators working in the schools and the integral part

they play in the success of the students, their daily duties, their work preventing crises, keeping schools safe, and the

need to compensate paraeducators to retrain them.

Ashley Tewell - Ms. Tewell voiced that paras matterto parents and students. She noted that paras need to show up

on March 26th and go to the Board of Finance so they understand more money needs to go into the education

system. lvls. Tewell also commented she was happy to see the work that was put into the state-mandated lncreasing

Educator Diversity Plan. She also expressed her concem about the policy on the Use of Private Electronic Devices

by Students.
Linda Lloyd - Attached Email Conespondence regarding paras

Kindergarten Teachers (Deans Mill School) Gina Hetu, Tori Hodges, Allie Romano and Anne Wade - Attached

Email Conespondence.

Farouk Rajab, Chair called a five-minute recess.

Board Presentation
Board Appreciation Month - Mary Anne Butler, Superintendent presented the Board members with a bag of swag for
Board Appreciation Month along with baked goods and handmade napkins made by the Life Skills students in the

Annex and personalized thank you cards from students at the elementary schools. Mrs, Butlel thanked the Board

and Student Govemment Representative Caherine Statchen for being a great team to work with.

Project Mixtape - First Amendment Rap - Dan Agins, SMS Teacher presented a PowerPoint presentation on his

First Amendment Rap project, which started in 2016. His goal for the project is for students to understand what the

First Amendment is and what it is not. He also shared short video clip highlights of students' rap songs. Dan Kelley

commented on the positive energy that comes with the project and student participation. He also noted that he feels
this project is one of the reasofls people move into Stonington. He also gave a shout-out to Mrs. Cassidy. Mrs. Butler

thanked Mr. Agins, and also noted that the district encourages teacheB to show evidence of leaming in different
ways, and commended Mr. Agins for the project. Chah Rajab thanked Mr. Agins for everything he does for the

children. (PowerPoint Presentation Attached)

Report of the Superintendent of Schools
Set Gradualion Date - 2023-24 &hool Calendar - Mrs. Butler reviewed the school calendar and noted that there

have been two wind and flood days and one snow day which sets the last day of school and graduation day on June
'19rh. She encouraged the Board to keep this date in play. A new statute will allow the beginning of next year to set a

firm date forthe last day as long as therc are 180 days of school. Mrs. Dawe reviewed the timeline of events leading

up to graduation, Chris Donahue asked about making up days if a firm date is set next year. Dan Kelley asked if

there is another snow day willgraduation day stay on the 19h, Mrs. Butlerconfirmed yes it would stayonJune 1grh.

Food Service outstanding Lunch Balances - Mrs. Butler reviewed the outstanding lunch balances that have not been

paid for. Alisha Stripling, Director of Finance and Personnel explained the McKinney Vento Act and what part that

plays in the outstanding lunch balances, She noted a lefter would be sent out from her office to those families that

are affected. Dan Kelley asked for clarification on the shaming of those students who try to get lunch. MrS. Butler

confirmed it is clear in the law that shaming is not allowed.

lnnovative New Senior P@ect - Mrs. Butler shared that due to a reimbusement to the Food Service department as

pa( of a junior and senior project, students will do a study on acquiring a food truck that would be available

districtwide to deliver meals and could also be a catering truck used with the Annex students. This would need to be

a self-sustained business, and students will work with Dan Rahl on the feasibility of the p@ect to ultimately purchase

a Stonington Public Schools food truck. Alicia Dawe noted that both juniors and seniors are very excited about the

project.
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lncreasing Educator Diversity Plan - Mrs. Butler explained the report is a state-mandated report. The draft has been
reviewed by the lawyers and is on the agenda for Board approval. The report will be submifted to the state for review
and approval. Chris Donahue questioned if it was a state-mandated plan. Mrs. Butler explained that it was and the
State requires the plan to represent an increase in the minority representation of staff and must also include
measunble goals.

Consent Agenda
The following motion was made by Dan Kelley and seconded by Chris Donahue:
Motion 1: To approve the Consent Agenda items A-0,

All: Aye - Motion Passes

Approval Change in 2023.2024 School Calendar to Set Graduation Date
Mrs. Butleds recommendation is for the last day of school and graduation to be June 19b. Farouk Rajab, Chair noted
he received an email regarding the last day of school. Ms. Statchen, Sfudent Govemment Representative shared
her thoughts on setting the date of graduation for June 19t , sunounding the holiday and the implications of holding
the graduation ceremony on that day. Board members Dan Kelley, Meghan Blanchetle, and Sara Baker shared their
thoughts on holding the ceremony on the Juneteenth holiday.

The following motion was made by Dan Kelley and seconded by Kevin Agnello:

Motion 2: To approve the change to the 2023-2024 Sctpol Calendar as presented.

All: Aye - Motion Passes

Sub Committee Reports
Teaching and Leaming Sub-Committee - Kevin Agnello rcpo ed the committee met and listened to student
advocacy for the inclusion of a strings program into the districtwide music program. The committee will further
discuss how to grow the music pmgram. They discussed how to infuse play-ba$d leaming into the elementary
school cuniculum. He noted there are hrce cunicula for vote on the agenda; Band 6-8, Computer-Aided Design,
and Hospitality and Tourism.

The following motion was made by Farouk Rajab and seconded by Katie Gauthier:

Motion 3: To approve the three cunicula as pEsented.

All: Aye - Motion Passes

Finance and Facilities Sub-Committee - Chrb Donahue reported the Board of Finance is suggesting a 4.8770

increase. Once they meet at the public hearing, the district will know what we will be getting. Mary Anne and A sha
will give different scenarios of what to do depending on how the vote tums out and what the budget ends up being.
Mr. Canoll gave the committee a breakdown of the boilec, SMS lot, and different projects. Mr, Canoll shared a brief
overview of these projecG with the Boad.

Policy Sub-Commiftee - Dan Kelley rBported the sub-committee met and policy P5111 has a vote required and was

also presented last month, which deals with the cut-off age deadline for kindergarten.

Policies for Second Read: P51l I Admission to Kindergarten

The following motion was made by Dan Kelley and seconded by Kevin Agnello:

Motion 4: To approve the passage of policy P511 1 Admission to Kindergarten.

All: Aye - Motion Passes

Mr. Kelley noted policies for first read on the agenda that will be for a vote next month are the Use of Private

Electronic Devices by Students, Student Use of the District's Computers, Senior Pnvrlege, High School Graduatron

Requirements, Field Trips, Fundraising, Parent Access to lnstructional Materials, Parent Teacher Communication,

and Weighted Grading and Calculation of Grade Point Averages. Mr. Kelley noted that he heard the speaker earlier
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and her concerns regarding the policy Use of Private Electronic Devices by Students, he also had concems but has

been reassured by the Superintendent and the law firm that the content in the policy is legal. He added yes the

phones can be confiscated and will take a look at who can actually do that at the school level. Mr. Kelley also

reviewed the changes to the senior privilege policy.

Welcoming Schools Liaison Report - Katie Gauthier reported she attended the Deans Mill School Welcoming

Schools meeting in January and reviewed the communication that parents receive when they go away, looking at

how to make that letter friendlier, and legal but still get the point across. The group looked at the rubric that teachens

have been using and how it can be improved. The group will meet again next week.

Retirement Board Report - Farouk Rajab noted the Board met and reviewed all the investments and moved one of

the manageds changes.

LEARN Board Liaison Report - Sara Baker reported they had a special guest, Mary Anne Butler, who shared a

presentation that inspired many people in the region to look at what is done in Stonington and see how they can bring

that back to their home district. Ms. Baker noted the LEARN Board also approved the lncreasing Educator Diversity

District plan.

Monthly Reports
Ms. Statchen reported that the NHS is doing a second blood drive because they broke the record with the first drive.

She added anyone affiliated with the school district is allowed to donate on April 3rd.

Board Comments and ltems for Future Agendas
Dan Kelley commented on the Personnel Report which is linked to the agenda and encouraged all at home to look at
the linked information on the agenda: He spoke on the shortage.of parrai that the district has month to month. He

also noted that the policy on the Use of Private Electronic Devices by Students would be discussed at future Policy

Sub-Committee meetings if anyone would like to talk about the policy.

Farouk Rajab, Chair noted all sub+ommittee meetings are public meetings and are posted. He encouraged
feedback and families to attend. ., i:l

Adjournment
.. ;:

The following motion was made by Chris Donahue and seconded by Sara Baker:
Motion 5: To adjoum at 8:43 pm

All: Aye - Motion Passes

Kevin Agnello, Secretary



--------- Fonwarded message --------
From: LINDA Lloyd .lrulg!{.uzq@Ogrcglt,
Date: Thu, Mat 14,2024 at5:09PM
Subject: Meeting regarding paras
To: Iialalh@Sladngtonschools.org <lIA.iau@gtglilgtonschools.org>, kevin.agnglb@glgqEgtonschoots.org <kevin.agnello@
stoningtonschools.org>, daniel.kelley@StOtrilgtonschools.org <daniel.kelleyl@gleti!gtonschools.org>, christop_heIllqlahgCl@
sloningtonschools.ors <ghislSpttg!!!o!gh-Ue@S!e!i!gtonschools.org>, sara.baker@stoningtonschools.
9$ <Sar€!.batef@SlgltjI]gtonschools.org>, katie.gauthier@stoningtonschools.org <katie.gauthier@
stoningtonschools.org>, Egghan.blancette@stoningtonschools.org <meghan.blancette@stoninglonschools.org>

To the Stonington Board of Education,

My name is Linda Lloyd and I'm writing on behalf ofthe para professionals working in the Stonington School district.
l'm offering my perspective as a parent of an 8th grader who has been working with Paras in various capacities every year since
preschool.

Over lhe years, l've been proud to be part of this district because of the wonderful staff and services provided, to name a few.
However, the fact that a meeting even has to be held to fight for better pay and benefits for Paras, when it's so obviously lacking, is
just shocking to me.

All staff plays an important role in a child's education, and the fact that Para's are paid so little shows me that maybe there isn't a full
understanding of the reach of their job and their true value. Children have unique and diverse needs thal continue to grow and
change as the years evolve, and it often goes beyond what a teacher can address in the day to day. I think we all can agree that
teachers are already stretched beyond their limit and that they depend on paras for support. Students with an lEP, like my son,
depend on paras for not only academic guidance, but also social, emotional and behavioral support and they need consistency in that
relationship to have the best success. Sometlmes they are dealing with medical emergencies, lockdown drills and all the things that
come with working in a school these days. Paying below their value means high tumover of staff or difficulty hiring the flrst place. This
in tum, means students aren't getting the quality help that they need and teachers are not feeling supported.

I have been in awe of the paras we have been lucky enough to work with over the last decade or so. ln awe. Their dedication and
amount of care they put into their work is beyond amazing. They have all made an impact on my son that equals the teachers
themselves. The gains he has made in all areas wouldn't have been possible without them. My son is just one example, and l'm sure
they help in ways that's l'm not even aware of on top of all of their other daily duties.

I understand there are budgets you have to work with and you have to assess how funds are distributed year to year. lt's not an easy
iob, but this is a NO BRAINERI Don't skimp in an area that is so vital to the students of this district. Please do the right thing here.

I want to thank any paras present at the meeting tonight, those who are listening, and those who may have worked with my son in the
past. You are so very appreciated by our family. You deserve better and I hope that tonight is a turning point.

Thank you

Sincerely,
Linda Lloyd



---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Hodges, Yictorie <vriE[oria.hodgcg@slou rlgtonseh0o]s-0ry>
Date: Thu, Mar 14,2024 at 4:48 PM
Subject: Letter to be Read at tonight's Board of Ed Meeting
To: Farouk Raiab <fraiab6stoninstonschools.ors>

Hello Mr Rajab,

If allowed, we are asking this letter to be read at tonight's Board ofEducation meeting on behalfofthe Kindergarten teachers
at Deans Mill School. Thank you,

Hello,

We ore the kindergorten teochers from Deons Mill School. We ore writing todoy to offer our strongest

support to the poroprof essionols of Stonington.

First of oll, poros ore essentiol to our school system ond provide unbelievoble support to ALL of our

students. They ore essentiol workers in every room. We literolly could not run our school without them.

Teochers rely upon them on o doily bosis to ensure our clossrooms con run well. With the poro shortoge,

thot consistency is often intenupted ond is hord on everybody.

We hove o unique privilege of working with o clossroom poro every doy in our Kindergorten clossrooms.

These poroprofessionols ossist in running ocodemic smoll groups under our guidonce, help monoge the

clossroom environment, ond build losting relotionships with our youngest students. We see doily the

strong effort ond dedicotion the poroprofessionols put in every doy.

As porents ond teochers, we know they continuolly go the extro mile ond truly hove the students' best

interests ot heort, including our own children.

Pleose provide the Stonington Public Schools poroprofessionols the best support we con. Thonk you.

Gino Hetu

Tori Hodges

Allie Romono

Anne Wode
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PM VI timelineofwo.k how aorap page o' beats

A fcw hctr about ProlGct Mbdapat

. Apprqim.tcly 345 sUdrr|ts hl\ c prc,rbusvcdnphtrrd Prdcct Mb(trpc,

. Noia har! dlcd 6 a rlrull

. Allha/! hav! th.lr comfort zorc plrstl.d.nd hevc Graat d.l.5d,E.rcmo.y.

r No orlC tYlll rar.mb€r . rando.l 6s.y th.r/ vrrotc tor my d6s 6 . trcstm.n In .ollctq lp$rw!f:
. Evlrllo.E wlll rtnrmbcr complctlll Prolcct Mlxt4. wfth varyt[ dGSr!6 o, radsfactlon

. EwryorE wlllknow wt|rt thc Flr3ttul|crdmcnt h wfi.t lt ls not, lld wtr6.lt arplks

o
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Try-ltts$ts (notrr.dd -Jt !t i6 For ko.idct!,

By th. rnd oathc rtt-dr p.rlod yo! dhtdd b. 5lc to tCcr*tfyltrrw thc iollodtl3.rd .reLan ln Flr ovrn tvord. wlth tqr. oym .r.rnC.c
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. lr'/h.tr.! th. 6..bqJt? (!/*rldttrcc&ol?'l
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