SYRIAN BISHOP IN COURT.

Denies That He Endangered Lives
of His Accusers.

The Criminal Courts Building, Centre and Frank-
lin sts., was thronged ali yesterday afternoon with
so many Syrlans that extra policemen had to be
called to prevent disturbance. The gathering was
because of the triel of a caso in which the Syrian
resldents are involved. The Syrians have been
arousad since August 26 over a petition for police
protection made to Commissioner McAdoo by five
Byrian merchants, who declared that their lives
were in danger in consequence of utterances of
Bishop Raphael Hawaweeny. The men are Najeeb
N. Mzaloof, J. . Macksoud, N. X. Hatem, BE. A.
Meacksoud and N. A. Makarzel All'llve in Brook-
iyn, but have places of business In New-York.

After Gling the petition the men learned that war-
rents had been fssued for their arrest, angd
all of them surrendered last week. They ap-
peared {n court yesierday o answer a charge of
criminal libe] preferred by Bishop Hawaweeny. The
paper, submitted {n evidence, accuses the bishap of
sayieg in front of the allar of his church that
an organized band was ready to kfll him, and urg-
ing them to rally to his rescus. The petition also
roclies that every meceimnber of the bishop’s congre-
Euuon was required to pledge his life and property

afore the altar tp tho service of the bishob. Thess
allegations the bishop categorically denicd on the
witness stand.

The appcarance of the bishop in the courtroom
was most spectacular. Dressed in the stree garb

f a bishop, he marched up the steps of the build-
ng, where at least two hundred adkerenis wore
waittng. All dropped to their knees, and, as the
biehop shook their hands, kissed hlg hand, and he
kigsed them on the back of \he Lured head.

After the case had been alsposed of for the day
Charles Le Barbler, who appeared for the five
merchants, 1old Magistrate Mayo that the crowd
was 80 great that his clients were afrald to g0 out,
Mr. Mayo ordered 4 guard, and Delective Feeny
!ﬁ% a xtxlx;:c%s‘!l;lllodr; of gmre than five hundred persons

n own b i
toTIectcr-sh . 15‘ 0 the Bridge, and then
e case {tself excited little interest ccept
among 'those concerned. Mr. i Sseonion
The important wl?neases were i?’a,?. px‘osecumd:;
8yrlan lawyer, who draw up the petition which

21 Nunseau-st.. 8nd Bishop Wawaweeny. v
journment was finrally taken unti} xusxtni?"rtdgl-l %ﬂe
b;s!z;ty-) dented all the allegations made in day. The
pla.




