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strocts in search of o better soeial and cconomie program, The
factorics had shut down and thousands of cnployecs lost their
jobs, Man was beeoning norc uncertain as the cdays went bys he
didn't know which way to turn, and so tock the casicst vay cutee
socialy cconorde, politiccl amd even physiexzl suicide, Every-
body was in debt without any possible reans of payrent, Eventue
ally after scven years, Donicl Webster, nt a publie recting, ose
sured the people that the world would begin to pick up and ncke
o fresh start, The people began to co=operates snmoll industrics
began to spring up; hope in our denocratic institutions and soeial
order revived,

During the twentieth century, many preachers, such as Billy
Sunday, brought about great revivals, I believe the words of
Billy Sunday, namcly, "The roin of tears is overj; the slums will
soon be a menory; we will turn our prisions into facteries, our
jails into storchouscs and corneribs, and our men will now walk
upright,” well describes what the people could see when they
locked into the future, which is our today, As timc passed, the
fears of slavery, wonan suffrage, and gong varfare were quicted
sonewhat by the rcvivalists,

In the carly 1920's the big Red Scarc took place in Ancrica,
which was vecry sinilar to our Comrmnistic threat of today, but
Ancrice faced it, It consisted of Chincse uprisings, red spics
betraying French troops and the return -f Bishop Connon to Russia
with the news that religion still flourished in America, When
this wos going on 2 German Cormunist wrote his frnous theory,
"That in a socicty based on cormunism, it is just os simple to
satisfy onc's wish for love aos it is to got o drink of water,"
This theory clone nearly ruined many of the youth of that tinme,

Labor unions had existed for many yonrs, even as far back as
1866, when the National Lobor Union was orgenized, Even at this
timc, pe-ple had to struggle with strikes just as we arc deing
today, Thesec strikes were of swh o charcceter that in mony eases
the Federal troops had to be eclled ing They beeame frequent
and not only included the organized workers but thc unskilled
workers of an cntire city, During sonc of these strikes mony
workers werc brutally beaten, many killed, and many othcrs were
forced to give up their jobs, As we can sec, the strikes were
more uncontrolled, thon they are teday, because we are onmploying
nore dignifiecd and co-operative ways of decling with then,

As we progress further in the history of our great country,
we find that hopes for sercnity were unjustified, for we were
dravn into the First World Warewhich took place during Woodrow
Wilsonts adninistration, New bills and laws werc put into cffect
during his terne-nany of which helped to win this long remembered
war,







The peri the outbreck of
World War II, chan Ip phy, There was
hardly o fmily in the United S . feccl the cffcets
of this depression a while it almost appearcd as if the cite
jzens would be unab ; nsclve the vast economie
socianl, and political adjustments essary for subsistence, The
fact that our father mect this challenge
which has nade Ai and in so doing

fitted Amerieca er 7, 1941,

had been drawvn into anothere-
ever known, thc war that pro-

n bomb and ntomic encrgy na)
ucstion that only the futurec

For on that
the nost serious
duced the atom b

mean tc uq and

o

can decide,

Realizing that these many factors hnve not prevented us fron
progressing, we can t“ﬂy lg_v; the past buh‘rd us and look to the
future with cogzer anticipation, T» meet the chnllenges of the fue
ture, t> accuston nurselves tc the changes ﬂr*urﬂ us, we nust let
our bridges fall into decay bchind u uild new ones as we
progress further,

Our hope of tomorrow rcsts upon ~ne basic fact, We arc live
ing in changing worlde--onc in which the dreons of yc~t‘“"v are
the actualities of today, Yecsterday non ”rgﬂnx“ »f soaring through
the air like a bird; yesterday man ‘..“g ~nel of spoken wo ris thragh
the air; yesterday man spoke of Atonmie ‘n\rf”--'v-tJrldy's dreoms;
today?s reclities,

Jefferson once said, "I like the drecoms of the future better
4 » ’ 2
than the histcry of the past", This statement nlone proves what
onc man thought of the untry!s future,

It is, however, a wisc pecple who toke counsel f thi (s in
the making as well as those already in the past, And it is well
for all of us t« r:ncmbcr that the trends in humon ﬁ;ilﬁrs SOTIC =
tines turn in unexpected dircctions, for the unexpceted always

intervecnes,

Whatever tomorrow brings--whatcver changes in ~ur s~cirl, €CON~
omic, peolitical life are in the moakinge-ue ¢ £ 1949 are ready, wait-
ing; and cagerly anticipate the chrllenges to be met, Ouf democracy
will stand the test of the future as it has during the past 200
years, This past has proven b yond a shadow of a dcubt that den=

eracy can, does, and will : |just itsclf to any and all changes that
come its way,
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Perhaps a little explanation of some of the direct problems
of harnessing atomic energy will help at this point, The atomic
reaction is a fast one, 'The Uranium, which looks just like lead
or a similar heavy metal, disintegrates in what is called a chain
reaction, A neutron from nlutonluﬂ of U-235 starts the reaction,
and it is completed vithin of a second, The result
of this reaction is heat, TE—.§QBQQQ taneous releasc of such a
terrific amount of heat allowed the atomic bomb to work so effect-
ively; but the heat is given off so ~uickly that it can't vell be
used for other purposes at present, Scientists are now trying to
slov down and continue this reaction so that the heat can be usecd,

Another benefit of atomic erergy may be in transportation,
You have probably all heard that one little pill of atomic energy
will run your can for years, This seme pill contains enough en-
ergy to drive ocean liners and giant airplanes, In theory this is
true; the pill does contain an almost unimarinable amount of en=-
ergy. At present, howvever, scientists cannot figure out how to
control this energy and harness it to a c¢ar or plane., I am not
saying that atomic energy vill not be used in transportation, but
I don't want to seem over-optimistic about the advantages of some
phases of atomic energy, Industry is also looking to atomic en-
ergy to solve some of its power nroblems, Here, atomic energy
might be used for it produces nower in a way that at present we
feel vill be practicable,

Rockets to the moon may become a reality sooner perhaps than
many of us realize, At present relative weight of fuel has limited
the range of practice rockets, But atomic fuel will definitely
make rocket travel possible, although only a few vears ago most
people thought of rocket travel as ridiculous or preposterous, We
are finding it truer and truer that the fantasies of vesterday are
the realities of today, e don't scoff at the wild ideas of some
scientiets now as we used to for we know that science has accom=
plished miraculous, wonderful things and its prophecies usually
come true,

In this new ape the world may go off the gold standard for
the alchemist'!s dream has finally come true, It will be possible
to make gold and other precious metals cut of the cheap iron and
lead., This in itself brings up another question--Who is going to
control atomic energy? Is everybody and anybody ~oing to be allow-
ed to possess uranium? At present our Government, through the
Atomic Energy Commission, controls the use of our Atomic power,
The possession of Uranium by an individual or company would be of
no advantiage to them now as our Government is the only organiza-
tion large and wealthy enough to make practical use of it, Unless
some controls are maintained in the future, however, we might ene
counter problems of individuals discovering hov to use this radioe
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ACTIVITIES

Soccer

The 1949 Soccer Team proved to be a strong array, as they
held their own against larger schools and colleges, Because
many small schools are going in for football, “he Academy had
to play against much stronger foes, The games they lost were

by a slim margin, The team!s rscord was 2 wins, 2 defeats
and 2 ties,

Glee Club

The new school yzar began by our electing the following
Glee Club officers:
President., . . . . ,Philip Woodbury
Vice President . . .Betty Ann Flugel
Secretary, + « « Jiary Krushefsly
Treasurer. . « « - sElearor Albrecht
Reporters. . . . , .Shiriey Keita % Donald Strand

In October five of our members were sent +6 the All- -
State Chorus in Hartford, Thesé members were Ines Svranson,
Shirley Keith, Gordon Johnson, Philip Toodhury, Lonsld Strand,

Also, in the eventful month of October, the Glee Club
and the Dramatic Club combined their talents and staged a
show for the public., The performance was a success and a
pleasure to all---if the comments of the public can be of
any indication,

On the sunny day of June L, 19L9, students of all ages,
from Grade I to the Seniors of the Acad®my, presented a Folk
Festival at Roseland Park, The Festival was appropriately
themed: "My Country 'Tis of Thee", The donations vhich were
made on June Lth, benefitted the new elementary school now
under construction,

Cross=Country

. This year, the Academy initiated a mew sport into its
program, namely Cross~Country, This sport consists of a
2 to 3 mile run complying with high se¢hool standards and
the scoring is done differently than most sports in that the
first man gets onlv one point making the team with the low=
est score the winner,

Woodstock was in second:place in two out of three meets,
with Tourtellotte taking first place by one point both times,
and the last time was awarded the State Plagque for winning,

In the third meet, oodstock beat Tourtellotte but failed
to place as a team due to the fact that the State Meet at
Weslevan was not divided into classes, Therefore "oodstoeck
found itself in competition with much larger high schoels
having choice men, Our team showed good Bportsmanship and







Cross-Covntry (Con'd)

out of twenty-two schools, Woodstock placed fifteenth, Tour-

tellotte followed in sixteenth place 2~nd Putnam finished in

eighteenth position, David Boivin did very well in the 2.6

mile course by placing 7th thereby earning the right to

participate in the New England 'eet at Boston, where he placed 10th,
The lettermen in this sport were David Boivin, Jerry

McKinstry and Ronald Syriac. The Coach of this newly initiated

sport is our able Lawrence E, Jones.,

Basketball (Boys)

The 19L8-L9 Boys' Basketball team proved to be somewhat
of a letdorm. With high hopes of going down for another
tournament try, the boys entered the season. They played
many nip and tuck games but always seemed to get the hard
luck and get nipped near the end of the game, The team's
record was 5 wins and 16 defeats,

Basketball (Girls)

The 19L8-L9 Girls' Basketball team proved to be very strong.
They won many games and lost but very few, The girls usually
took command of a game in the first cuarter-and led right to
the end. The girls' team record was 6 wins, 1 tie and 3 losses.

Cheerleaders

The Cheerleaders of 19L8-L9 hope we did Voodstock Academy
justice in our demonstration, We thoroughly enjoyved our posi-
tion as this year's cheerleaders. Te started with the follow-
ing: [leanor Albrecht, Joyce Brolin, Rita Bruneau, Priscilla
Converse, Lois Gagnon and liary Krushefsky, We suffered a
great loss when Elcanor Albrecht hurt her back and couldn't
work with us anymore, Iuck was vith us, however, and we
found Frances Douglass, who proved a blessing. We thank the
faculty and the student body for their help and co-operation.

Track

The Track team proved to be one of the best in the State
as it came in second in the State Meet, losing to Ellsworth
by 3% points, There were fifteen schools in the Class S
division, The trackmen dropped their first meet of the year
to Griswold but then won four straight meets to end the season,
The team won the Killingly Conference m-~et for vhich they
received a cup, and also won the Quinnebavg Valley Meet for -
which the State vwill present a plague. ¥illingly Conference,
Ouinnebaug Valley, State, and school records were made by Aca-
demy trackmen this year, The tean's record was L wins and
1 defeat., The team triumphed in two dual meets, one quad-
rangular meet, one five-team meet, and lost one dual meet,
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