
UPPER ST. CLAIR PTA COUNCIL 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PTA COUNCIL REPORT– NOV. 5, 2014 

 
 

PTA COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
November 5, 2014 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes 

The agenda/minutes were approved as presented. 

 

Statement of the Treasurer 

 The USC PTA Council’s General Fund had a beginning cash balance on October 1, 2014 of 

$9,787.10 of which $2,486.51 is the Directory reserve. 

 Receipts this month totaled $3,990.00 for: 

o Unit Contributions (HS, FC, Baker, Eisenhower) 

o Directory Advertising (Victorian Financial, Community Foundation of USC)  

 Disbursements totaled $537.38 for:   

o Welcome Event 

 This leaves us with an ending cash balance of $ 13,239.72 as of November 1, 2014. 

Reports 

 Executive Committee 

o President, Brooke Tarcson 

 The Superintendent Link on the USCSD website has great information and 

everyone should check it out. 

o 1
st
 Vice President, Holly Spina  

 Thank you to Eisenhower for hosting the PTA Council General Meeting.  

o 2
nd

 Vice President, Dr. Patrick O’Toole  

 Thank you to Brooke and Holly for hosting the Open Mike on Monday night.  

It’s hard to find a good time for people to attend, but those who do attend get a 

great opportunity to hear about all that is going on the District.  

 Topics discussed at this Open Mike include: 

 The 1 to 1 ipad Initiative  

a. There has been good feedback from teachers, parents and 

students. 

b. There was a discussion about the difference between learning  

from hard copy v. digital. 

c. Next year’s implementation may be staggered, based on this 

year’s experience. 

d. The District is continuing to look for alternative sources of 

funding. 

 STEAM, The Fab Lab and the Innovation Hub—Curriculum leaders 

are trying to make this initiative inclusive of students at all grade levels 

K-12, including summer opportunities. 

 Only 20% of our funding comes from the state. The District needs more 

reliable and sustainable funding across the board. We are working with 

legislatures for better funding for our schools. 

 Special Education funding is inadequate for all the support that we 

provide. 

 Planning for the 2015-16 school year is already underway with 

curriculum panels already making recommendations to the Board for 

the next school year.  

o School Board Director , Amy Billerbeck (Member) 

 Capital projects are being considered as the Board is assessing and prioritizing 

needs.  

 The Board is considering refinancing some bonds. 



 This coming Monday, in honor of Veterans Day, there will be 2 assemblies 

held at the HS for all students to attend. 

 Upcoming Board Breakfast will be looking at the 1 to 1 Customized 

Classroom Initiative.   

 32 USC students were named  National Merit Scholars this year. 

 Sahil Doshi, USC freshman, was named America’s 2014 Top Student 

Scientist. 

 

Unit Presidents 

 Baker – Karly Cianflone 

o Boo Bash raised approximately  $9700 

o Baker Gives Back Outreach program  filled 100 brown bags of food for the October 

food drive 

o 2 after school activities—Cake Decorating and Lab Ratz 

o 4
th

 Level Hay Ride Bonfire was a success, 2
nd

 grade Wild Animal Show on 11/13 

and other grade level activities will take place after the new year 

o Mrs. Gipson, our librarian, is getting ready to implement the “e-books” that the PTA 

purchased…to be continued! 

 Eisenhower – Gail Groninger 

o The Eisenhowler was a huge success! 

o The 3rd Level breakfast was held on 10/14 with over 145 people in attendance.  The 

theme was Fall Harvest. 

o Programming had it's first assembly on November 3rd - The No Bully Zone.  It was 

performed at 9:00 and 1:00.  The kids loved it! 

o Outreach has been very busy kicking off the Annual Hat and Mitten Drive for the 

Kelly School which will run from 11/3 -11/26.  Also, the 3rd and 4th grade classes 

will be going on field trips to The Education Partnership on 11/5 and 11/6 where 

they will be putting together school supply packets.  The Outreach Committee 

continues to focus on kid-centered projects that will enable our students to 

participate and understand the impact they can have when helping others.  Our theme 

is "Kids Helping Kids" 

o Upcoming events: 

11/11 - 1st Grade Breakfast - Rise and Shine Theme 

11/20 - 2nd Grade Social - Game Night 

 Streams – Ann Rhodes  

o Streams has started their Open Mikes. At these events Dr. Miller and one of the 

teachers from that grade are hosted at a house of a parent in that grade.  The 

activities and curriculum for the school year for that grade are discussed.  We have 

had 3 grades so far – the last 2 will be in January.  

o Streams had 23 entries for the Reflections contest.  

o Getting ready for our Book Swap this week as well as Snuggle Up and Read… 

parents and kids come together for an evening event.  Kids get to choose which guest 

reader they want to see and then there is time to read with parents.  

o We are featuring some guest speakers at our PTA meetings. Last month we had Kim 

Cooper come from nutrition center to walk through the parent website (how to pay, 

how to restrict choices etc). This month we have Judge Arnoni coming to talk about 

social media as it relates to elementary ages kids.  

 Boyce –  Vicki Strain 

o We had our first Staff Appreciation day on the 24
th

 of October. The staff was wowed 

with a bountiful breakfast, lovely fall themed decorations and goody bag as well. 

(January, March and May will be the next ones.) 

o We currently have two different outreach programs going on. First, is a collection for 

The Washington Area Humane Society- a collection box will be in the front foyer 

through November 7th. There is a list of recommended donation items on our 

website. Also, we are collecting “left over” Halloween candy from November 3rd 

thru the 14th. Hard candy will be boxed and sent overseas to our military troops and 

chocolate candy will be donated to the Washington County Community Outreach. 



o Our next general meeting on Wednesday the 12
th.

 Since our meeting last month was 

cancelled due to the power outage, our music teachers will make another attempt to 

be our guest speakers. They will be discussing the benefits and importance of music 

to our students and how they can get involved at Boyce. 

o And…. Last but not least, the new 6
th

 grade t-shirts should be in before Thanksgiving 

break. 
 Fort Couch – Joyce Burton 

 Fort Couch received a $25,000 grant from the Expanding Excellence Governors grant. 

 There were approximately 300 children at the Oct. 16 social. Plans are being made to do 

something “special” to attract new kids while maintain the number of attending children. 

 For November, there will be 2 fundraisers and Staff Appreciation. Online spiritwear 

began Nov. 1 and will continue through the 23
th

. A dropbox will be at Boyce to help 

promote more sales. Chic-Fil-A spirit night will be Mon., Nov 24. More details to follow 

about Staff Appreciation which will also feature “Reach Out” and “Caught You Being 

Good”. 
Standing Committees 

Arts in Education – Dana Gnad/Lori Lapham 

 Reflections- 

o  Judging is completed and art shows are currently running at each school.  

o An e-alert will be coming this week with the local winners. Council winners will be 

announced after the Thanksgiving break. Council-winning entries will be going to 

Regional judging on Nov. 26 

Directory – Committee 

 Verification is now closed.  

 Over 600 directories sold. 

 Trying to make  purchasing a directory available to teachers with a homeroom. 

 Unit presidents, please email your school’s principal and secretary to the Directory 

Committee. 

GATE – Lisa Clark 

 GATE kicked off the new school year with an evening meeting on October 22nd.  The topic 

for our meeting was "College Admissions Testing: more than you ever really wanted to 

know"  Our speaker was Carlie McGinty, who is a guidance counselor at the HS.  Prior to 

coming to USC, Mrs. McGinty was an SAT tutor for 10 years.  Mrs. McGinty spoke about the 

new SAT and how it will compare to the current SAT.  In addition, she provided valuable 

information about the ACT and the SAT subject matter tests.  We had approximately 50 

people in attendance and I have received very positive feedback from the attendees.  We will 

be uploading the powerpoint and hand-outs to the GATE website in the near future for anyone 

who could not make the presentation.  

 Our next meeting will be at the end of November or beginning of December and our speaker 

will be Dr. Tim Wagner.  Dr. Wagner is one of the gifted coordinator's for Fort Couch and the 

HS and he has recently taken on the role of middle school English Language Arts curriculum 

leaders.  Dr. Wagner will be speaking about the English Language Arts curriculum in our 

middle schools and developments in regard to same.  Please look for an e-alert announcing 

the next meeting date and time.   

 In addition, GATE continues to look for programming ideas so please do not hesitate contact 

Lisa with your thoughts. 

Spelling Bee—Colette LeKachman 

 The Spelling Bee Committee had its kick-off meeting in October and planning has begun at 

each school. 

 The spelling bee calendar is as follows: 

January 8th - Boyce Bee 

January 12th - Eisenhower Bee 

January 14th - Boyce snow date 

                        Eisenhower snow date 

January 20th -  Baker Bee 

January 22nd - Baker snow date 

February 2nd - Streams Bee 

February 5th - Streams snow date 

Dates at Ft. Couch – TBD 

 Registration forms and a link to the study lists will be posted to each school’s PTA webpage 

in November. 



 Please contact Colette LeKachman with any questions you may have @ 

clekachman@me.com 

 

Reporting Organizations 

High School PTSO – Kristy Lee  

 The Thesbian Club Caberet and USC Band Festival took place on October 11. October 22 

was the choral concert at the HS Theater. 

 The Fall Play titled “The Crucible” ran October 29 through November 2.  It was very well 

attended and was an impressive display of theatrical talent both on the stage as well as behind 

the scenes.  

 College representatives have been visiting the high school and that will continue through the 

end of November. 

 Judge Ron Arnoni spoke to our 9
th

 and 10
th

 grade students about the dangers of the internet 

and social media. Dr. Ghilani was pleased that we are addressing this issue with freshman and 

sophomores as the few incidents that have come up with phone photos and social media have 

occurred with students in that particular age group.  

 On a low note, Membership continues to be significantly down from last year. As of the last 

report, we have 374 family members compared to 498 last year at this time. Just to put things 

in perspective, we have 1100 families at the high school. 

 Painting of the new Fab Lab should be finished sometime this month and we are planning a 

PTSO tour very soon.  The life skills students are starting to use the fab lab equipment to 

produce some USC Spiritwear and hopefully, next year, the copy center near the main office 

will become their store.  Administration and staff are also looking at various ways to integrate 

the Lab into the HS curriculum such as having the engineering students design build the lab 

furniture using the Lab equipment, rather than buying it through office supply stores. 

Community Foundation – Leanne Adamo 

 Blankets are available for purchasing. 

 CF is starting a Book Club.  Our first meeting will be November 12 @11am -12:30 and 7-

8:30pm.  Our book choice is The Rosie Project. 

Youth Steering – Amy Billerbeck 

 Judge Arnoni is hosting “Straight Talk” Wednesday November 12. Topics include social 

media and navigating the digital world with children. 

 Fall Blast Middle School event is Saturday November 15, 6:30-8:30 at the CRC $10 per 

person. 

 

Old Business - None 

New Business - None 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Rachelle Engel 

Next PTA Council Meeting  

January 7, 2015  

Streams 

 

mailto:clekachman@me.com

