UPPER ST. CLAIR PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES & PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL REPORT
April 3, 2019

April 3, 2019
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m.

Approval of the Agenda/Minutes
The agenda/minutes were approved as presented.

Statement of the Treasurer
= The USC Parent Teacher Council’s General Fund had an opening cash balance on
March 1, 2019 of $12,317.63.
o No Receipts for March 2019
o Disbursements totaled $800.00 for the Spelling Bee in March 2019
o The ending cash balance totaled $11,517.63 as of March 31, 2019.

Reports
1) Executive Committee
o President, Suzanne Wynne
a. Not in attendance and no report.
o 15t Vice President, Batool Nulwala

a. Open Mic will be May 2 in the High School LGI at 9:30 a.m. Batool and Dr Rozzo

will meet on April 4 to discuss the agenda.
o 2" Vice President, Dr. John Rozzo
a. The proposed school calendar for 2019-2020 was approved by the School Board.
b. The School Board approved the recommendation to forgive 3 snow days and the
last day of school will be 6/12/19.
c. Following the flooded gym floors at the High School, the floors are close to
completion and anticipating completion within the next month.
d. Staffing changes
* Deputy Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Sharon Suritsky, received School Board
approval for a 4-year contract. She has been with the School District since

1996. Her current contract expires June 30, 2019 and she has indicated she

will retire under this new 4-year contract.
Director of Student Support Services - Amy Pfender oversees support
services. The Assistant Director role was held by Melissa Garvin. Miss

Garvin resigned in November and have been actively looking to replace that

position. Lauren Madia has been selected as the candidate. She is
currently a counselor at Ft Couch Middle School and will transition to her
new role over the summer. The primary responsibilities of her new role are
overseeing gifted education, psychology services, nursing services, English
as a second language, standardized testing and internal testing within the
district. The district has currently begun advertising for the counselor
position at Ft Couch and will fill it over the summer.

A full-time nursing position has been added in the district. This will bring
the district to 5 full time nurses and 2.5 health room aides. Aides are



required to be registered nurses. There is always a nurse covering each of
the school buildings.

e. Open Mic will be held on 5/2/19. The format will be changed in order to make
it more conversational and more informal. Questions are requested in advance
but also welcome other questions at the event.

f. Dangers of Social Media - Following a high-profile trial in Pittsburgh, there was
an online posting on some local news Facebook pages from a fake account. Dr
Rozzo received an email regarding these postings that were being posted by a
district employee. The profile of these postings identified themselves as
Jeanine Stevenson, an employee of USC school district, and a special education
teacher in the district. The posting was encouraging violence toward law
enforcement. The district checked their database and no teacher by this name
was ever employed by our district. The Department of Education was
contacted and nobody by that name is even certified in Pennsylvania. The
posting got progressively worse after the verdict and the district did put a
message on the district website to let people know this was a false account.
All information has been turned over to law enforcement.

o Board Advisor, Daphna Gans

a. No report.

o School Board Director, Daphna Gans

a. Some school board members, administration and staff attended the National
School Board Association Conference. Upper St Clair had two presentations at
the conference as well as an administrator presenting as part of a panel. The
majority of the sessions were about social emotional learning, safety and
security as well as student voice. Our district presented on the emotional
support program in the High School and on ShopUSC.

Unit Presidents

Baker -

Lindsay Beck
We presented our 2019-2020 proposed PTA budget at the March meeting and will vote on

that at our April meeting. We will also be presenting our nominations for the 2019-2020
PTA executive board.

We held our March Spirit Event at Houlihan’s at the Galleria, which ended up being our
best performing spirit event of the year! Houlihan’s asks that you drop your receipt into a
box at the hostess desk on the way out, so we believe in addition to Baker families
attending, we may have gotten support from other patrons dining that evening. We will
have our April event happening on Thursday April 11t at Chik-Fil-A from 4:30-7:30 pm.

Our Spring Book Fair was held the third week of March. We made enough in Scholastic
Dollars to furnish a reading corner in our library and purchase some additional flexible
seating options for the classrooms. We are currently discussing the option of holding the
spring book fair in the evening vs during school hours next year so parents can attend and
shop with their student(s).

We had Baker Bingo on Friday, March 29t and it was a huge success! The HS cafeteria was
packed and there wasn’t an empty seat in the house. Our chairperson Kristen Baughman
added some spiritwear to the prizes in the form of USC branded kids sunglasses, which
were a hit.

Author Day is happening next Wednesday April 10t. Our guest author this year is Alan Katz,
who has been a print and Emmy nominated television comedy writer for more than 20
years. Students had the opportunity to purchase Mr. Katz’s books prior to the special event



and have been working on special projects in library class to prepare for his arrival. We are
looking forward to hosting him for a fun day celebrating reading at Baker.

Our second session of after school golf lessons hosted by TGA Golf is underway and will
finish up the Friday after spring break.

Kids of Steel is thriving! We had to close registrations after we got over 100 students
interested. Our kids are loving the twice a week after school workouts and are looking
forward to the race on Saturday, May 4. We currently have 111 students signed up to
participate in the program with 89 of those students signed up to run on race day, which
more than surpassed what we thought we would get in our first year. Big thanks to all our
staff and parent volunteers for running the program!

Our next PTA meeting will be next Thursday, April 11t at Baker at 10:00 am in the LGl

Eisenhower - Heather Grote

April 15t - 11th Eisenhower spiritwear sale. This is an online sale and an e-alert has been
sent as well as a link has been posted on our website.

April 12t is our PTO Meeting at 9:00am at Café Ike. Nominees will be announced for VP
and Secretary. The Boyce PTA will make a presentation on volunteer opportunities for our
4t evel parents.

In our May PTO meeting, we have asked Dr. O’Rourke and Miss Autieri to present.

April is a busy planning month. Our committees are all busy planning for the May events.
Staff Appreciation is the week of May 6t - 10th,

Book Fair will be held May 7t - May 9t.

Cultural Arts day is May 17,

Field Day for our kindergarten classes will be May 215t and for all other levels on May 315t
Thank you to our long-standing committee chairs that are leaving Eisenhower this year -
Meghan Coulehan and Tina Stuzman for Staff Appreciation, Jen Schnore and Gina Swanson
for Book Fair, Shelby Wherry and Katie Parish for Room Coordinators.

Streams - Kerstin Goodworth

We held our bowling event in Mt Lebanon on one of the in-service days.

Spiritwear sale is going on through April 6th,

PTO meeting will be held on 4/4. Elections and approval of by law changes at the
meeting. Also, we will be voting on a bigger gift to school this year - a set of picnic tables
for outside, purchased games for indoor recess and a flexible seating purchase.

4t grade chorus will sing the national anthem at the Pirates game on April 4t

We are currently selling tickets for the Washington Wildthings game on May 24t where the
chorus will perform.

Kennywood ticket sales

2" grade special level night on April 30th,

Preparing for the May PTO meeting and getting committees ready. There will be a
luncheon held for those that have volunteered or thinking of volunteering at Atria’s.

Staff Appreciation will be held in May.

4t grade graduation party will be at the high school on May 31st.

Boyce - Jen Schnore

Jen not in attendance, report by Gina Swanson.

Yearbook sales will close on April 20t. The yearbook will be distributed at the end of this
school year. There will be a very limited supply after if you fail to reach that deadline.
Author Day is next week - Aisha Saeed, author of Amal Unbound. This was the read aloud
book for 6t grade this year nationwide. Our librarian has also read it to all of the 5t
graders as well.



Deer Valley will be at the end of May. There is another parent meeting on April 24t to
ensure parents are aware of everything needed and all the details.

Seussical the Musical will be performed by the 6% grade on April 3" & 4t and by the 5t
grade on April 10t & 11th,

Next meeting April 10t. We will be voting on our budget and announcing our slate of
officers.

Fort Couch - Katy Loomis

The last social of the year was held on March 14t and featured SubZero and Olive QOils
pizza. Over 200 students were in attendance. The event was paid for the PTSO.
Spirit night will be April 29t at Chipotle from 4:00-8:00 pm.

The 2019 yearbook is still on sale and will be delivered by the end of the school year.
USC mini-thon will be held on April 5t from 6:30-9:00 in the gym.

PSSA testing begins April 23

Thank you to Mr. Palmer and Mr. Burch who presented Bryan’s Story at the last PTSO
meeting.

Next PTSO meeting will be held April 234 at 9:30. We will be voting on budget and bylaws
and will present nominations for VP for next year.

Actively looking for committee volunteers for next year.

High School - Shannon Gallagher

USC mini-thon will be held in the Ft Couch gym on April 5t. It is an all-night event for
students. Community hours are from 6:30-9:00. They are looking to raise $50,000.

The musical Hello Dolly finished in March and was a big success.

PAC meeting was held in March. Worked on making the transition to high school a
better process.

The next PTSO meeting will be on 4/10 at 9:30 at the High School.

LEAD presentation/assembly was held on April 2™ at the high school. The presentation
was done by Judge Arnoni and Brad Killmeyer and several local businesses. They
focused on social media, alcohol and drugs. They presented to all freshman and
sophomore students. A link was sent to high school parents to also watch the
presentation.

Standing Committees

Arts in

USC - Kathy Ginsburg

Programs in k-12 in which they can enter different contests. The Ft Couch and High School
enter in the Scholastic contest which is a national contest. We had many honorable
mention awards, silver awards and gold awards. Gold awards go on to compete at the
national level. K-6t" is a local contest with the theme - Power of Kindness. All of the
artwork will be displayed at the Arts & Chocolate Festival at the Rec Center on April 6t.

Wellness Committee - Libby Mascaro

Collaboration with Youth Steering Committee. Libby thanked Amy Billerbeck from YSC for
all of her help and inspiration.

Wellness Center - will be located in the space of the old swimming pool. The Wellness
Committee has secured the space and received board approval. They are working with 16
high school students on input to help formalize the space. It is a place for kids to go
during the school day where they don’t have to worry about school. The intention is for
this space to be a device free, screen free area. They hope to have separate areas within
the space.

Youth Steering, Wellness Committee and St Paul’s Nursery School are able to bring in a
widely recognized author, Dr Michele Borba on 10/31 and 11/1. She will conduct a
program for teachers during these two in-service days. She will also hold a community



wide program in the high school auditorium where the entire district is invited. Dr Borba
is the author of over 25 books with her most recent one - The Unselfie.

Currently talking about getting the rights to 2 documentaries that have been made in the
past few years - Celling Your Soul and Screenagers. Screenagers research shows that on
average our children are in front of a screen for 6 ¥2 hours a day and the effects on our
children.

Partners In Education - Anne Marie Shaw/Frances Scher - No report

Spellmg Bee - Colette LeKachman

Not present but emailed a report.

The school chairpersons are working this week and next to secure dates at their respective
schools for 2020.

Congratulations to Priyanka Palayekar of Ft Couch who finished 5t out of approximately
110 spellers at the Scripps Western PA Regional Bee on March 9.

Caring and Sharing - Leira Miles - no report
STEAM - Suzanne Wynne - no report

Directory - Beth Huzjak/Stacey Friday
* Paper directories are still available for $10.

GATE Penny Miller
The date for the informational session for parents interested in GATE need to be changed
to scheduling conflicts. The new date is Friday, May 24 at 9:30 am in the Boyce Middle
School LGI. Mrs. Amy Pfender will be the special guest and will review state guidelines
and address general questions about GATE in the school district for parents interested in
the program. Light refreshments will be served.

Open Mic - Batool Nulwala
* Open Mic will be held May 2" at 9:30 am in the High School LGI.
* Questions can be submitted online prior to the event.

Welcoming Committee - Kim Megonnell - no report

Reporting Organizations

Community Foundation - Daphna Gans/Beth Erlanger
* Provided support to bring Dr Borba to USC.
* Anew website has been launched with a new logo and live chat.
Odyssey of the Mind - Laura Murtough/Meridith Markovitz
* 7 teams will attend States in the Poconos on April 6.

Youth Steering - Amy Billerbeck
* May 8 - Bryan’s Story will be presented at the Rec Center at 7:00 pm.
Partnered with Wellness Committee and St Paul’s to bring in Dr. Borba.

New Business

= PTC 2019/2020 Executive Board Positions - Nominations of board positions were
submitted.



President - Batool Nulwala
Vice President - Kerstin Goodworth
Secretary - Michele Unice
Treasurer - Yesha Katukota
Board Advisor - Suzanne Wynne
Daphna held formal nominations and positions were accepted by the nominees.
= USC Tolerance Action Group Update - At the beginning of the year, in response to our
community’s outcry regarding anti-semitism and intolerance, Suzanne brought together
a group of parents who wanted to address intolerance and promote acceptance in our
schools. Since then the PTC has worked with the USC Public Library to address these
issues in our community. As a result, the PTC’s group of concerned parents will be
invited to participate in the library’s newly formed program. The Accepting Your
Neighbors program will create opportunities for USC residents to explore and
understand the diversity that makes our community unique. We will continue to
advocate for inclusive practices in our schools, but we are excited to highlight this new
opportunity for our community to come together and explore the power of diversity.
= Founders Day award winners - Brooke Tarcson and Allison Hess

The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michele Unice

The Next USC PTC Meeting
May 1, 2019
Central Office



