Call to Order

Upper St. Clair
PARENT TEACHER COUNCIL
Executive Board Meeting Agenda
October 7, 2020 9:30 am

Opening Ceremony
Approval of Agenda- motion to approve agenda

Reports

Executive Committee:

m President — Kerstin Goodworth- no update
m 1" Vice President — Gina Swanson- looking for volunteers for food distribution
m Superintendent & 2™ Vice President - Dr. John Rozzo-

o

Streams principal retired September 30th. Dr. Judy Balazzo is interim principal. In
second round of interviews with candidates for replacements

School enroliment is highest in 20 years. 4,233 students, 102 students higher
than last year.

Halls of Fame has been postponed for this year. Two classes will be inducted
next year.

Gathering limits have been updated by Govenor. District is looking at their own
limits and will update as necessary but will still not be close to capacity. Goal is to
have least parents be able to watch activities.

Next week Board meeting will approve school calendar.

Evaluating response to increase student in person days to 4 or 5 days a week.
Will be driven by health team. No specifics will be presented today. If approved
for increase, will take a large amount of planning- voting meeting October 26th.
Working with health department. No recommendations will be based on opinions
or what people want. It will be based on health recommendations. Direct any
questions to Tina Vojtko. Please hold questions until Monday morning.
Presentation will available on Saturday morning for the school board meeting on
Monday. Tuesday the recording of the meeting will posted on the district
webpage including rationale behind any decisions that are made.

m Treasurer (and Statement of Treasurer)- Yesha Katukota- No cash disbursements.
Balance currently stands at $13,060.12
Secretary - Laura Lisien. No updates
Board Advisor — Batool Nulwala. No updates



m  School Board Director — Dr. Daphna Gans. District is in full collaboration with
authorities for school reopening plan. School board is very open to hearing concerns and
questions. District is doing everything to reopen safely.

Unit Presidents:

e Baker — Jackie Barefoot

o

O

We have fulfilled all HRC positions. Thank you to those that have volunteered.
Please remember to complete the FERPA training with the link that was
provided.

Box Top collection is taking place now. We are collecting both cut and electronic
box tops through October 27th.

Fall Spirit Wear sale is coming up. Set to begin the week of October 19th. More
info to come.

Original Works fundraiser will begin in November.

Scholastic Virtual Book Fair Nov. 2-15

As we will miss our traditional Baker Harvest Walk and class parties this year the
PTA would like to collect photos of Baker students in their fall costumes, or out
enjoying the season. We will compile the photos for a virtual parade to share with
all. Please send photos to ptaadvisor.baker@gmail.com

Next general PTA meeting is Nov. 12th at 10am. Virtual TBD.

e Eisenhower — Kristin LeBeau

O

Our Scholastic Book Fair will be virtual this year and will run for two weeks
beginning on October 15th..

We are working on modifications to upcoming events like the Spiritwear sale,
Holiday Mart, Grade Level activities and the roles for room parents this year.
We’re exploring alternative ideas to enhance students’ school experience by
connecting them with classmates in new ways.

We hope to have an increased focus on our outreach efforts this year - coming
together as a school community to help others in need.

e Streams — Michelle Holzer

o

o O O

O

Dr. Miller retirement and welcomed Dr. Palazzo as interim presidents. Parade
and permanent bench

Birthday book committee

Room parents working together to put together a Harvest event for classrooms
Voting on Spirit shirts

Open Mic for 4th graders. Dr. Ballazzo and teacher.

e Boyce — Andrea Amorose

O

The Boyce Fall Scholastic Book Fair is going on now! Please go to our PTO
website for the link to shop. By shopping at the book fair, we will be able to
give Scholastic dollars to the school. There is free shipping for book shopping
orders of $25 or more. The last day to order is October 11!

Boyce will also be holding our fall spirit wear sale from October 11-October 25.
Please look at your emails for the shopping link soon! All items will arrive
before the holidays!



o Boyce Picture days are coming soon! Hybrid A students are on October 27%
from 9 am - 11 am. Remote students are on October 28" from 9 am - 11 am.
Hybrid B students are on October 29" from 9 am - 11 am. Make up picture day
for all students is December 2.

o Our October newsletter has been emailed out. Take a look for important
school and PTO information.

o AmazonSmile for Boyce middle school is up and running. If you would like to
donate a percentage of your Amazon purchase, take a look at our PTO website
for details to sign up.

o The next general PTO meeting for Boyce is on November 11" at 9:30 am.
Pre-registration is required. The registration link will be on our website and on
the November newlestter.

o The 7th graders graduation gifts are at Fort Couch. They will be distributed to the
hybrid students throughout the week. The remote students will be able to pick
them up on October 14th when they pick up the remote learning supplies.

e Fort Couch — Sian Howell. No updates.
USCHS - Beth Thomas

o Happily Ever After Homecoming website! Starts next week!

o It's going to be a busy, fun, and safe week!

o Please promote the parade to all age levels! We would love to have a
good community turnout!
link to the site below:
https://www.uscsd.k12.pa.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainlD=59
&ModulelnstancelD=1326&View|D=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B
3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDatalD=21863&PagelD=404
Membership - Check out the PTSO Membership page to sign up!
https://www.uscsd.k12.pa.us/Page/7588
HS Virtual College and Career Fair - underway now. Oct 6-7 and 8th. Can
still register.

o PSAT/NMSQT exams happening on Wed 10/14 @ the HS. Juniors are
enrolled at no cost to families, however you need to register (deadline is
today 10/7) and there will be bus transportation if needed. Sophomores -
cost is $33

o Next HS PTSO meeting will be Oct 21 at 10:30am and will be virtual.

Google Meets link with required RSVP will be sent out by Dr. Wagner

o Next PAC meeting scheduled for Oct 28th. Location is TBD and hoping for

an in person meeting.

Standing Committees: Moved to October 7th meeting

m Arts in USC — Kathy Ginsburg. No updates.
m Caring and Sharing - Leria Miles
o The Caring and Sharing Committee was formally brought in as a new standing
committee on October 5, 2016, under then President, Beth Huzjak’s leadership.
(See PTC General Meeting Minutes 10/5/2016)


http://goog_48843698/
https://www.uscsd.k12.pa.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=59&ModuleInstanceID=1326&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=21863&PageID=404
https://www.uscsd.k12.pa.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=59&ModuleInstanceID=1326&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=21863&PageID=404
https://www.uscsd.k12.pa.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=59&ModuleInstanceID=1326&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=21863&PageID=404
https://www.uscsd.k12.pa.us/Page/7588

o

In an effort to foster a sense of caring and sharing within the school district,
committee members will assist, when requested, to offer help to families within
the school district who are experiencing a time of crisis, hardship or need.
This committee is not a funding committee, rather it is an information
dissemination committee for the purpose of getting the word out to the
community if a family would like help and if we are given permission to spread
the word (opportunities for donation of clothing, meals, helping hands, etc.).We
will be sure to consult with school counselors to assess the need and to make
sure that our messaging is appropriate.

Please reach out if you know of a family in need who could benefit and is
receptive to involvement by the committee.

m Directory — Beth Huzjak/Stacey Friday

o

The new 2020-2021 data file is currently being uploaded into the system and will
replace last year’s file.

Users will not have access to the directory during this time.

Parents can expect to receive a verification email to be sent out within a few days
which will include a new login and instructions.

Due to the new FERPA privacy guidelines the district was not able to provide us
with home addresses. Families are asked to add their address to their directory
listing during the verification process if they wish

New this year: print copies of the directory (which cost $11 this year) will be
mailed directly to the homes of those who order. Those families need to be sure
to include their address in their listing so we know where to send them.

We encourage families to purchase a hard copy of the directory as the print sales
fund the cost of the program

m  GATE - Penny Miller

o

The Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Committee provides support
to parents of gifted and academically talented children. Last year, the
committee’s primary function was to host informational meetings for
parents to learn about gifted programming in the district. This year, the
committee will expand its function by connecting parents to additional
resources about GATE programming at the local, state, and national
levels, and informing parents about extra-curricular opportunities (e.g.,
weekend workshops, reading lists, etc.). To that end, the committee is
currently working on updating the GATE website. If you are interested in
serving on the GATE committee or have information to share about GATE
opportunities, please contact Penney Miller at gateuscptc@gmail.com.

m  Open Mike — Gina Swanson- October 28th. Dr. Rozzo will present on reopening plan.
Will send out a link to register and submit questions.
Partners in Education — Frances Scher.
Performing Arts- Shelby Wherry

o

The Performing Arts committee will be exploring ways to support our
performing arts students and faculty as they work to follow the district
guidelines surrounding COVID-19. Performance opportunities are limited at this



time for many of the ensembles, although instruction is occurring virtually and
outside when possible and within the guidelines.

m Spelling Bee — Sarah Cranganu / Sunil Parchuri

Baker Chair/Dates: Amber Zevallos
January 14 - Bee Date, January 15 - Snow Date
Boyce Chair/Dates: Yesha Katukota
January 14 - Written Pretest, January 15 - Snow Date
January 28 - Bee Date, January 29 - Snow Date

Eisenhower Chair/ TBD

Dates: January 21 - Bee Date, January 22 - Snow Date
Fort Couch Chair/ TBD
Dates: TBD

Streams Chair/Dates: ~ Amy Hollingsworth
TBD based on CRC availability

This year the Scripps National Spelling Bee will continue to provide the materials
and resources necessary for schools to facilitate in person bees. However,
Scripps is also providing an online testing platform that can be used to determine
school champions in the event an in person bee is not feasible.

m STEAM - Suzanne Wynne
m  Welcoming Committee — Kim Megonnell
m  Wellness Committee - Libby Mascaro/ Hallie Snyder

Reporting Organizations:

m  Community Foundation — Beth Erlanger/Daphna Gans
m Odyssey of the Mind — Laura Murtough/Meredith Markovitz

o

Odyssey of the Mind's registration period ended on October 5 and we're in the
process of forming teams for the 2020/2021 season. We anticipate 8-10 teams
this year represented by students from all six of our schools. That includes about
70 students and 15 or more parent volunteer coaches. We're partnering with
Lauren Madia to provide health & safety training for all of our coaches this year
to ensure that teams follow the school guidelines. For more information about
Odyssey of the Mind in USC, visit www.uscootm.com.

m  Youth Steering — Amy Billerbeck


http://www.uscootm.com/

Youth Steering Committee of Upper St. Clair has been an integral part of the
USC communitysince the 1980s. Its mission is “to involve the USC Community
in providing positive direction and support to our youth as well as their
families.”
YSC is a joint committee of the School District and the Township consisting of:
- 15 parents / community members
- Student representatives from the high school
- A mental health or counseling professional - currently Mrs. Joanne
Tomnay
- An official representative from the School District - Lauren Madia,
Assistant Director of Student Support Services
- An official representative from the Township - Lynn Walcoff, Community
Program Coordinator
- Representatives from the USC School Police and Township Police are
also active participants
Committee activities include:
- Monthly meetings from September to June (including reports from the
students and school district representatives, providing a pulse on the
issues facing our youth)
o Providing educational programs for parents and students including
frequent
partnerships with the PTC Wellness Committee and USC Community
Foundation .
o Topics have included:
- The Opioid Epidemic Vaping
- Teen Depression Internet Safety
- “State of the Township” panel discussion - featuring our School Police,
USC Township Police, Local Magistrate — Ron Arnoni, Federal Judge
Hon. Mark Hornak (USC resident)
o Community Collaborations:
Presentation by nationally known speaker, Dr. Michele Borba entitled
UnSelfie: Raising caring, Successful Kids in a Plugged-In, Trophy-Driven
World
Community viewing of the movie “Screenagers” and its sequel
YSC is currently planning a panel discussion for parents on handling Covid
related stress on our kids and families, to include representatives from our school
district counseling team and a professional therapist. We hope to provide this
remotely and record it for later viewing. Stay tuned for the date and other details!
THE YOUTH STEERING COMMITTEE IS WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS -
THE COMMITTEE MEETS MONTHLY DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR - 2np
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH, 7PM AT THE C&RC. IF YOU HAVE A
COMMITMENT TO THE KIDS OF USC, PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THIS
IMPORTANT (AND FUN!) GROUP. For more info:
http://lwww.twpusc.org/government/youth-steering USC Township



(412-831-9000) USC School District (412-833-1600) or any YSC Committee
Member

Old Business:

e Continuation of Virtual Meetings (last month had 217 attendees)
Last Meeting Recap:
o 217 attendees
o 122 watches of recording

New Business:

e NEXT MEETING: Nov 4th, 2020: Virtual Meeting (link: TBD) 9:30 a.m.

Adjournment

Dates to Remember:

Oct. 8: Virtual Pittsburgh South Hills College & Career Fair, 6-9 p.m.
Oct. 12: School Board meeting, 7 p.m.

Oct. 13: Week 5 (Oct. 12-16) Meal Pick-Up, 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Oct. 13: Streams Remote PTO meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Oct. 14: Week 5 (Oct. 12-16) Meal Pick-Up, 7-8 a.m. AND 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Oct. 14: High School PSAT exam

Oct. 20: Fort Couch PTSO virtual meeting, time TBD

Oct. 20: Baker Picture Day — Hybrid A

Oct. 21: Baker Picture Day — Remote

Oct. 21: Half-day early dismissal for students (all remote)
Oct. 21: High School PTSO meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Oct. 22: Baker Picture Day — Hybrid B

Oct. 26: School Board meeting, 7 p.m.

Oct. 27: Fort Couch Picture Day — Hybrid A

Oct. 27: Boyce Picture Day — Hybrid A

Oct. 28: Fort Couch Picture Day — Remote, 1-3 p.m.

Oct. 28: Boyce Picture Day — Remote

Oct. 28: High School PAC meeting, 9:30 a.m.

Oct. 28: PTC Open Mic, 7 p.m.

Oct. 29: Fort Couch Picture Day — Hybrid B

Oct. 29: Boyce Picture Day — Hybrid B

Oct. 31: Trick-or-Treat, 6-8 p.m.



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftry.revolutionprep.com%2Fsouth-hills-registration%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4efacee4c256460287d808d866ff4f51%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637372594012710531&sdata=b4ZD8yWlNfoTAMHVR9Dr3c4vh%2BMU1xwDZvGnrDcIKOY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uscsd.k12.pa.us%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%3FPageType%3D3%26DomainID%3D1%26ModuleInstanceID%3D1323%26ViewID%3D6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108%26RenderLoc%3D0%26FlexDataID%3D21794%26PageID%3D1&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4efacee4c256460287d808d866ff4f51%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637372594012720526&sdata=fpZzYCKKUVPucB1OPa%2BUwR1dubRMcW2y5HOwwJLcE%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uscsd.k12.pa.us%2Fsite%2Fdefault.aspx%3FPageType%3D3%26DomainID%3D1%26ModuleInstanceID%3D1323%26ViewID%3D6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108%26RenderLoc%3D0%26FlexDataID%3D21794%26PageID%3D1&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4efacee4c256460287d808d866ff4f51%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637372594012730521&sdata=vTW3BIpgCuvG14tpOsG2QXZBO7QM8HISKyMcqC7yfcM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uscsd.k12.pa.us%2FPage%2F12788&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4efacee4c256460287d808d866ff4f51%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637372594012730521&sdata=lwoOuIR1dXo6M1FN4PSy6FTWpY4aTofrfbFfEV3P1y0%3D&reserved=0

