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A Note f rom the Principal
Heusner Parents, 

We know that attendance matters! Tardies and 
absences equal missed learning opportunities and 
social emotional experiences. Missing school can 
make it harder to build relationships and develop 
healthy routines. Students can fall behind if they just 
miss 1 or 2 days every few weeks.  

Being late to school can cause students to feel anxious, 
frustrated or embarrassed. A pattern of being late can 
lead to poor attendance or students being reluctant to 
go to school. We have noticed an increase in tardies at 
Heusner in the last month. So, we have decided to set a 
school-wide challenge goal focused on students being 
on time to school. We need your help setting your 
student up for success. Please have your student here 
by 8:20 a.m. Our goal is to have less than 10 kiddos 
arriving late each day.  

When students arrive on time they get to participate in 
things like High Five Fridays - where various community 
groups High Five our students as they come in, Morning 
Meetings - where they connect and play games with 
their classmates, and Pride Family Time - where they 
meet with cross-aged groups of students.

Thanks for helping us to make school a priority. 
Attendance matters!

Mrs. Munsell

Communicate w ith the School
If your child must stay home due to 
illness, call the office by 9:00 a.m. 

785-309-4200 or email 
heusner.attendance@usd305.com 



If you need to pick up your 
student before school gets out at 
3:25 p.m., please call the office 
when you are on your way. You 

will need to come inside and sign 
them out in the front office.  This 

helps us know the student is 
leaving with the correct person. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

If your student returns after an 
appointment, please come inside 
and sign them back in. Make sure 
to get a doctor's note while at the 
appointment. If you forget, just 
call the doctor's office and have 

them fax it to  Heusner.  

Fax Number: 785-309-4201 

LOST & FOUND

This is the perfect time to make 
sure your contact information is 

up to date. Sign into Skyward 
and update your phone number 
and current e-mail address. See 

next page for directions.



Need to Update your Contact  Informat ion?



Each Friday, various community groups come to Heusner to 
"High Five" students and staff. Thanks for bringing such 

positive energy to the Heusner Community. 

Heusner High Five Fridays



Growing Creative Minds and Caring Hearts!

Hal loween 2023



Bringing Famil ies Together! We had over 200 
parents and students at tend this event .

Heusner Family Bingo Night



Creede Repertory Theatre at Heusner
Heusner students got to experience a true theatre performance.



Can you believe it?s already December Heusner 
families? At the end of November/beginning of 
December in the library, we celebrated Native 
American History month by reading books by 
Native American authors and illustrators. In 
December, we will explore book genres through 
a book tasting and we will celebrate holidays 
from around the world. To that end, I?ve 
included photos of some of the fun things we 
do in mobilizing our library learning consistent 
with the Kansas Department of Education?s 
library standards. 

As the year comes to a close, thank you for 
your communication in response to my weekly 
notices for any overdue books. Please keep in 
mind that? consistent with our district 
policy? Skyward billing takes place for books 
not returned at the end of semester (December 
19) that are a month or more overdue. If you 
have any questions, please don?t hesitate to 
contact me.Best wishes for a wonderful 
holiday break.

Sincerely,

Mrs. J.

Library

P.E.
In December we will start a short unit on striking with equipment. Our unit will be on lacrosse! The 
fastest sport on two legs! Students will practice how to hold the stick properly and practice the 
following skills. Students will practice passing the ball, catching, cradling, and scoring. Please bring 
shoes to P.E ! We don?t want your student to miss out on our activities!



Science

We started a small, after-school team to compete in the 
FIRST LEGO League competition held at Lakewood. This 
team has worked so hard at fulfilling all the requirements 
to do this. They are so excited to compete with their 
robot against other schools on December 2, 2023.  

If your student is in third or fourth grade and would be 
interested for next year, they should come to Lakewood 
and support Heusner and check it out on December 2 
from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Have a wonderful holiday break!

Mrs. Hoover

Brrrrrrr...It?s getting cold! We have a lot of exciting things 
going on in the science lab! This chilly month of December 
we are learning so much about weather and climate in 
Kindergarten and third grade. We are headed into space to 
learn about space systems in f irst grade. In second grade, 
we are finishing up how land changes over time. We will be 
digging into fossils and energy in fourth grade. And last but 
not least, we will finish up earth systems in f ifth grade.  

  

Lego Team
Special Note: This 
is the first year for 
Heusner to have a 
Lego Team.  It 
was opened to 
fourth graders.  
They had to apply 
and the team was 
chosen based on 
the applications.



Music

Fourth graders were excited to share their 
recorder skills on NOVEMBER 16. We are 
focused in on G-A-B and E. December has 
us learning a few winter songs on our 
recorders that we will get to share with the 
entire building on the day before winter 
break.

The months of November and December are very busy in the 
music room. Preschool and Kindergarten classes are singing 
and moving to songs about turkeys and loud and quiet.

First graders are continuing to review quarter notes, eighth 
notes and quarter note rests. We have been matching pitch on 
so/mi and using our singing voices to see if we can match pitch. 
We played tambourines, triangles, hand drums and sticks along 
with the steady beat.

Fifth grade students are finishing up our ukulele unit and are now moving 
onto rhythmic activities on bucket drums. We are excited to play bucket 
drums for the entire school on the day before winter break. We are focusing 
on staying together as an ensemble and listening to each other to keep a 
steady beat while playing a variety of rhythms

Second graders were just introduced to KING WHOLE NOTE, and we 
learned that the whole note takes up the entire measure or 4 beats. Bar 
lines and time signatures will be a continuing skill used throughout this 
year. We are currently working on playing different rhythm patterns while 
singing an African American Spiritual at a fast tempo.

Third graders were excited to share their music program The 
High Seas on NOVEMBER 16. There were pirates, sea creatures, 
mermen/mermaids and sailors



In the art room, f irst grade classes are creating an animal farm by making origami animals. Second 
grade classes are using texture plates to create texture rubbings for their ice cream mosaics that are 
inspired by Jim Bachor. Students have found different textures in a scavenger hunt to decide what 
they would like on their mosaic.Third, fourth, and fifth grade classes are all using gelli plates to 
create textures and patterns for their mosaic piece that is inspired by Jim Bachor. Third and fourth 
grade are going to be making their names with fourth grade focusing on balance in their piece. Fifth 
grade will be creating the school mascot.

Art

Social Emot ional Team
As we enter December, we will be focusing on Response Inhibition. 
Response Inhibition is the ability to stop and wait, or stop and think, 
before making a decision. We talk about how to handle exciting 
activities happening in the classrooms, and how to be in control and 
have fun at the same time. Ways to strengthen your child?s skill of 
response inhibition at home include providing opportunities to wait, 
promote delayed gratification, and pre-teach expectations. All 
board/ card games provide the opportunity to strengthen this skill!



Math Corner
Math Facts Fluency: 
We definitely want to 
keep children's math 
facts fresh over 
holiday breaks. Play 
mental math-counting 
games in the car, math 
war at restaurants, or 
have a math family 
game night so the 
efficiency and 
accuracy don't slow 
down. Here?s a fun 
game that can be 
played at home with 
just a deck of cards. It 
can be played with 
addition and 
subtraction or 
multiplication and 
division!



Did you know that Heusner has a Parent Advisory Council that meets several times 
during the year?  We want to ensure that parents are full partners in their child?s 
education and are included in decision making to assist their education of their student. 
The Parent Advisory Council is made up of parents and teachers who get together to 
reflect on family engagement at Heusner Elementary.  

This committee...

- sets a focus goal and helps Heusner build capacity to create even stronger 
family-school partnerships.  

- helps to increase parent involvement by identifying barriers to participation in 
activities and helping to design parent involvement activities.  

- helps to create the Parental Involvement Policy at Heusner.

To access the Heusner Parent Involvement Policy:

Our school receives Title 1 funds.Schools that receive these funds are expected to provide to each 
parent information on the level of achievement and academic growth of the student, if applicable and 
available, on the Kansas Assessments.Students in grades 3-5 take the Kansas Assessments each 
Spring.Your child?s Kansas Assessment Results will be sent home in your child?s grade card at the end 
of the school year. 

The results of the Kansas Assessments are important to our school because we use them to evaluate 
the effectiveness of our educational programming.As a parent/guardian, you do have the right to opt 
out of the Kansas Assessments by sending a written request to the building principal stating that you 
wish for your child to not be tested.Please contact the building principal for more information.

Additional assessment information, including our building and district report cards and a list of 
assessments given at each grade level, is available on the district website.Follow the steps below:

·USD305.com

·Departments

·Educational Programs

·Assessments in USD 305 

Heusner Parent Advisory Council

Not ice of Assessment



We qualify for federal dollars to support the education of our students. Annually, 
Title 1 schools must notify parents of a Title 1 school of the following:  As parents 
or guardians you may request information regarding the professional 
qualifications of your student?s classroom teachers, including, at a minimum, the 
following information:

- Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the 
grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

- Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status 
through which State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived.

- The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate 
certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the 
certification or degree. 

- Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifications.

Please contact Mrs. Lori Munsell, 309-4310, if you have any questions regarding 
our Title One Services at Heusner.

 

Heusner is a Title 1 School

 T

Kansas Parent Information Resource Center
The Kansas Parent Information Resource Center (KPIRC) promotes 

meaningful family engagement at all levels of education and provides 
information and resources to help parents, educators and other 

organizations promote the educational success of every Kansas child. 
Check out their website at 

www.ksdetasn.org/kpirc/kansas-parent-information-resource-center



Authent ic Presentat ions



Heusner December Calendar

Contact Us Heusner 
Elementary

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

December 4 PTA Meet ing - 7 p.m.

December 4-8 5th Grade STARBASE

December 18 Authent ic Presentat ions (see 
previous page for t imes)

December 19 Winter Class Part ies 2:45 p.m.

December 20 - January 3 Winter Break

January 4 Back to School

School Website

@HeusnerPride

District Website

Lori Munsell - Principal
Sandi Renz - Lead Teacher
Melissa Williams - Secretary

# HeusnerPride
# 305GrowsGreatness

Unified School District #305 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and 

activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Any person having inquiries concerning Unified School District #305 compliance with the 

regulations implementing Title VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is directed to contact the Unified School District #305 Executive Director of Human Resources, P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 

67402, 785-309-4726.

Main Office Phone Number: 785-309-4200


