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Campaigning in Modern
America:

Advertising, Money, Media
Coverage, and the Election
Process



Running for Office

» Washington State or local  x i«
office = must be 18 years * g'

old & US citizen; live in the

state ¥
« US House of ’
Representatives = 25 years 7

old, US citizen for 7 yrs,
and live in the district that
you represent

 US Senate = 30 years old,
US citizen for 9 years, and
live In the state you
represent
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Race to the White House

Announcements are coming earlier & earlier:

JFK announced Jan.2"d, 1960
Today, candidates start 2-3 years in advance

Each party holds presidential primaries &
caucuses

lowa (first caucus); NH (first primary)
This is about to change for 2024!

Depending upon how you place; you earn so
many delegates


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/04/us/politics/democrats-presidential-primary-calendar.html

The Big Mo!!!

Figure 8.1—The Inflated Importance of lowa and New Hampshire




Each state determines the rules!

 Some have presidential primaries others
have precinct caucuses

* Closed Primary = only those registered
with the party can vote

* Open Primary = pick a party on primary
election day

» Blanket Primary = voter receives a ballot

with all candidates & can vote for either
parties’ candidates (Washington State)




Paperwork

« A candidate must file el Xt
with the County
Auditor’s Office
(elections division) or e
With the WA Secretary | ———————
of State’s Office g
* Must also file with the
PDC or FEC

* Public Disclosure
Commission (local &
state)

. Federal E_Iection
Commission (nat’l

WCATION:

(=
I certty that

SEE INSTRUCTIONS OM NEXT PAGE




Shaping the Message

KISS principle
30 seconds or less
Images tell stories
Political polling

Do polls accurately reflect the mood of the
public?



Raising Money

Hard Money = $$$ given directly to the candidate

Soft Money = $$$ given to the political party or outside
organization

Federal limits = $3300 to a candidate (per election)

State/Local Limits = $1200 to a candidate for the Leg.
(per election); $2400 for state-wide office (per election)

General Election (Nov.) vs. Primary Election (run-off
election in Aug.)

State Parties and Political Action Committees (PAC’s)
play by a different set of rules (soft money)

Monthly reporting requirements


https://www.fec.gov/help-candidates-and-committees/candidate-taking-receipts/contribution-limits/

Public’'s Right to Know

100111774
DISCLOSURE COMMISSION SUMMARY’ FULL REPORT

T11 CAPITOL WAY RM 208

EADY anesa RECEIPTS AND

|OLYMPLA WA 98504-0908

1360) 7531111 EXPENDITURES

TOLL FREE 1-877-601-2828
T KEV
Malling Address
159TH
*For PACs, Parties & Caucus Committees: During
this report peniod, did the committee make an independent
expenditure

2., an expense not considered a contribution)
supparting or opposing & st or local candidate’

RECEIPTS. *See nest page

Previous total and in kind contributions (Fram line 8, last C-4)
(if beginning a new campaign or calendar year, see nsiruction bookiset)

Cash received (From line 2, Schedule A)

Inkind contributions received (From line 1, SChedule B) ... e sennnissen s s

Total cash and in kind conlributions recetved this period (Line 2 plus 3)..

Loan principal repayments made (From line 2, Schedule L) .

Corrections (From

et adjustments this period (Combine line 5 & 6)... - g 5 P " ... Show + or (=}

Total cash and in kind canlributions during campaign (Comtine lines 1, 4 & 7)

EXPENDITURES

10. Previous total cash and In kind expenditures (From line 17, last C-4)

I beginning & new campaign or calencar year, see instruction bookl
11, Total cash expendtures (From line 4, Schedule A
12 In kind expenditures {goods & services) (From line 1, Schedube B)
13, Total cash and in kind expenditures made this period {Line 11 phus lne12) ..
14. Loan principal repayments made (From line 2, Schedule L)

, Schedule C) T e e SHOW * 0 (<)

16, Net adjustments this period (Combine lnes 14 & 18).....

17. Total cash and in kind expenditures during campasgn (Combine lines 10, 13 and 18]

CANDIDATES ONLY MNamenct | CASH SUMMARY
Wen L Unopposed  onbabal | 18 Cash on hand {

Primaryetecion [ [ k1 a e
General el D D D

Treasurer's Daytime Telephone No.:

» thea best of my knowded

i 1
Caruidate’'s Slgnature

W



http://www.pdc.wa.gov/qviewreports/results.aspx?rpt=http://hera.pdc.wa.gov/PublicAppXtender/ISubmitQuery.aspx?DSN=IMAGE&AppName=PDC&FILER+NAME=WIMSETT+KEVIN*&OFFICE+SOUGHT=COUNTY+COUNCIL+MEMBER&ELECTION+YEAR=2004

Types of Campaigning
Local Races: Doorbelling, Sign-waving,
Mailers, Ads Iin the newspaper

* Cost for a local campaign = $2k to $100k

Statewide & Congressional Races (or large
metropolitan areas): TV, the internet,
mailings, newspaper ads, etc.

» Costs for a statewide or Congressional
race = $500k to $30 million



Sample TV Ads

e 2020 Trump Ads:

« 2020 Biden Ads:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glWS3vAVhJU
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/politics/campaign-ads-2020/donald-j-trump-for-president-cards--campaign-2020/2020/08/04/62412547-092d-41a7-a48b-9b96fc3a532f_video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ef8xufT-KI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3UsWMbUpF4

Sample TV Ads

Jason Kander Campaign Ad:
Gerald Daugherty Ad:

LBJ Ad:

Reagan Ad:

Bill Clinton Ad:

George W. Bush Ad:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_S5s16Y1OA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wzjRwNUQDRU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cwqHB6QeUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4M-SkpvomM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt-LDpxS5iQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FxL242-z6I

Media Events

Staged events to get the attention of the media
News coverage

VP Joe Biden visits Tacoma; Pres. Obama and
the First Lady

Campaigns for Patty Murray (2010)




Outside Groups
P.A.C. ~ Political Action Committee
Super PAC’s

501 {C} 4 groups ~ Social Welfare groups
that can advocate for issues, but technically
aren’t supposed to be political

Federal & state laws prohibit outside groups
with coordinating with any individual
campaign

Citizens United case


https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2021/02/2020-cycle-cost-14p4-billion-doubling-16/

Does money corrupt?

Are people or groups buying access?

Are average people’s voices being heard?
Do we need campaign spending limits?
Contribution limits?

Public funding of campaigns?

Is money a form of free speech?



