
America in Transition
Political/Social Movements (1870 to 1930)



Out West—Final Stages of Indian Removal 

• Reservation Movement

• Dawes Act

• Indian Boarding School Movement 

*These were all deliberate efforts by the 
Federal gov’t to kill off Native culture. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dz
GJkBlh9Ms&t=653s

• The result was a massive migration by 
white settlers into the West

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzGJkBlh9Ms&t=653s


Legal Battles 

• Every single treaty signed between Native tribes and the Federal gov’t is 
broken by the Fed’s

• Many legal battles ensue

• Example--Medicine Creek Treaty (1854)

• Nisqually, Puyallup, Steilacoom, Squawskin (Squaxin Island), S'Homamish, 
Stehchass, T'Peeksin, Squi-aitl, and Sa-heh-wamish

• Isaac Stevens (Territorial Governor)

• Native tribes gave up land, agreed to move to reservations, but in exchange 
they would have access to traditional hunting & fishing spots

• Boldt Decision (1974)—upheld this treaty giving Native tribes access to 
traditional hunting/fishing sites

• Fish Wars: https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars#staging

https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pnw-fish-wars#staging


Farmers from Midwest Get Organized 

• The Grange Movement

• Give voice to concerns of farmers 

• Leads to the Populist Movement

Goals:

• an increase in the circulating currency (to be achieved by the unlimited coinage of 
silver)

• a graduated income tax

• government ownership of the railroads

• a tariff for revenue only

• the direct election of U.S. senators

• other measures designed to strengthen political democracy and give farmers 
economic parity with business and industry



William Jennings Bryan:
The Most Well-Known Populist



Key Changes from the Populist Movement

• 16th Amendment = Gives the federal gov’t the power to collect an 
income tax

• 17th Amendment = Direct election of senators instead of the state 
legislatures choosing a state’s senators

• Anti-trust laws to break up monopolies

• Initiative process 

• Recall of elected officials 

• The State of WA was greatly influenced by populist ideas



The Progressive Era: 
Call for Reforms



Goals of Reformers

In response to these major social & economic 
problems, people start to call for reforms!

1. Protect social welfare

2. Promote moral development

3. Secure economic reform

4. Expansion of rights for women







Progressive Reforms Get Bogged Down

• Presidents Taft & Wilson were not reformers

• They took a more “hands-off” approach towards business & scaled 
back many reforms

• New reforms would not come about until F.D.R.’s New Deal in the 
1930s


