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What Can You Expect?

Your child will develop speech
and language gradually. Your
child’s speech begins when you,
the parent, interact with your
child. Your child’s speech will
usually begin with early vocal
sounds and babbling and move
through predictable stages until
he or she is talking like the rest
of the family.

www.asha.org/public/speech

www.childdevelopmentinfo.com
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Birth to Age 1
(0-12 months)

Moves eyes in direction of
sound (infant)

Enjoys games like peek-a-boo

Understands common words
like “cup,” “shoe,” and “milk™

Imitates speech sounds
Responds to simple requests

By age one, may say one or
two words besides “mama”
and “dada”

Ages 1-2 years
(12-24 months)

Points to a few body parts or pic-

tures in a book when asked
Uses 2 word phrases
25-50% 1s understandable

Has a vocabulary of 50-100
words

Uses some sounds at the begin-
nings of words

Asks simple questions such as
“What’s that?”

Makes requests

Ages 2-3 years
(24-36 months)

Follows simple 2 step re-
quests (i.e., “Go get your
shoes and bring them to
me.”

Enjoys listen-
ing to stories
for longer pe-
riods of time

Vocabulary
averages 200
-300 words at
24 months

Uses 2 —3 word phrases

Speech is understood more
often; sounds used may in-
cludek, g, f, t,d,n

Uses pronouns (I, you, me),
plural nouns, and verbs

Has a vocabulary of 900-
1000 words by 36 months



