
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GUIDELINES FOR RECEIVING SECONDARY  
SPEECH-LANGUAGE THERAPY 

   
1. There is a significant adverse impact upon educational program.  Life skills is 

a legitimate area of service. 
 

2. Standard score of -2 SD below the mean (SS=70, %ile=2). 
 
3. Student has a medical diagnosis in which communication skills are impacted 

and require intervention (e.g., autism, hearing impairment). 
 

4. Client motivation may determine whether services continue to be appropriate 
for the student or not. 

 
5. Student’s special education program:  If the student’s language needs are 

being addressed in the classroom, speech therapy may not be appropriate. 
 

6. Student’s progress in therapy:  Demonstrated lack of progress over a 
reasonable period of time (e.g., 2 years) could be a reason to exit a student.   

 
  


