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American Charter offers classes that are taught using a standards-based model of education, which allows students to work at their 

knowledge level instead of at a grade level. The standards-based model requires students to master each standard within a level before 

moving on to the next level. 

A unique school offering a core educational program in a small community setting for students in grades K-12. Students receive instruction 

daily in both Russian and English, and follow an alternate school calendar designed through parent and community input. Students receive 

individual attention byexperienced staff to increase their academic skills and pursue their individual life goals. 

At Burchell High School, we inspire students to strive for academic success, to be resilient, and to flourish in a creative, safe, and 

diverse learning environment.  Burchell is a ñschool of choiceò and admission requires an interview and principal approval. 

Applications can be found on our website. We provide flexible scheduling including an after school program, credit recovery options 

and a blended learning model. We offer smaller class sizes, personalized support services, and strong relationships. 

Houston High School offers a comprehensive high school education preparing students to transition into post-secondary educational 

opportunities or directly into the work force. Additionally, we are a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) school which 

focuses on the Health Sciences. Our CTE programs focus on Woods, Construction Trades, Business Applications, and Welding. 

MSBSD High School Listings 
American Charter  Academy ................................... 352-0150 

244 S Sylvan Suite #110, Wasilla 
Beryozova ..................................................................495-9390 

29297 Beryozova Road, Willow 

Burchell High ............................................................864-2600 

1775 W Parks Highway, Wasilla 

Colony     High...............................................................861-5500 

9550 E Bogard Road, Palmer 

Glacier View ..............................................................861-5650 

65975 S Wolverine Circle, Sutton 

Houston High .............................................................892-9400 

12501 W Hawk Lane, Houston 

Mat-Su Career & Technical High ............................ 352-0480 

2472 N Seward Meridian, Wasilla 

Mat-Su Central School .............................................352-7450 

600 E. Railroad Avenue, Suite #6, Wasilla 

Mat-Su Day School ................................................... 864-6000 
2360 N Tait Drive, Wasilla 

Mat-Su Middle College............................................. 746-8494 

8295 E College Drive, Palmer 

Palmer High............................................................... 746-8400 

1170 W Bogard Road, Palmer 

Redington Sr. JR/SR Highé....................................864-5400 

10015 Redington Road, Wasilla 

Su-Valley Jr/Sr High ................................................ 733-9300 

42728 S Parks Highway, Talkeetna 

Twindly Bridge Charter .......................................... 376-6680 

141 E Seldon Road, Wasilla 

Valley Pathways........................................................ 761-4650 

1150 N France Road, Palmer 

Wasilla High.............................................................. 352-8200 

701 E Bogard Road, Wasilla 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ñOpen enrollmentò means that a school accepts boundary exception requests from all MSBSD students who reside outside their boundaries, based on whether they have 
staffing and capacity. Since they receive over 200 boundary exception requests each year, boundary requests submitted before April  1 each spring have the best chance of 

being accepted. Students from out-of-boundary must provide their own transportation, however. 

 

American Charter  Academy K-12th
 

 

 

 
Beryozova K-12th

 

 

 

 
Burchell High 9th-12th

 

 

 

 

 
Colony High 9th-12th

 

Colony High School is one of three large, comprehensive high schools in the MSBSD and is an open-enrollment school. CHS offers a 

broad academic program, from college prep classes including over a dozen Advanced Placement classes to career technical courses such 

as small engines, drafting, welding, and many computer classes. The school has a first-rate fine arts program with the only marching band 

in the state. Drama, acting, orchestra, and multiple choir and band classes are available in addition to a variety of classes in the visual arts. 

CHS is home to the longest-standing JROTC program in the valley which won the 2011 state drill team competition and is an honor unit 

with distinction. 

 

Glacier View K-12th
 

Glacier View School offers students an exemplary education in an extraordinary setting. Ranging from Kindergarten to 12th grade, our 

students have the opportunity to work in small, multi-grade classrooms which facilitate a low student to teacher ratio, as well as ample 

opportunity for peer support. Located at Milepost 104 on the Glenn Highway, Glacier View School is nestled between the Chugach and 

Talkeetna Mountain Ranges. The school services families from Chickaloon (Milepost 76) to Mendeltna (Milepost 143.) and provides public 

Kindergarten through 12th grade education. 

 
Houston High 9th-12th

 



Mat-Su Day School is a transition school for students with an IEP or a 504 Plan. This is not a school of choice for students or parents ï 

IEP team decisions place students here. We serve students with behavioral challenges who needs are met in a small, structured school 

setting where they can develop the skills needed to transition to a more traditional school. We also provide educational services for students 

who have been placed on a long-term suspension, or expulsion, from another school. 

Mat-Su Middle College School offers curriculum that focuses on the development of college readiness skills, abilities, and attitudes. 

Successful completion of two years required college coursework will result in a student earning a MSBSD high school diploma and 

credits towards a UAA Associate of Arts degree. 

The new Joe Redington Sr. JR/SR High School opened in fall of 2015 for grades 6-10, with 11 and 12 grades being added over the next 

two years. Redington Sr. JR/SR High School is committed to frequent two-way communication with families regarding your studentôs 

learning. A Family-School Compact for Achievement is an agreement that parents, students, and teachers develop together. It explains 

how parents and teachers will work together to make sure all our students reach or exceed grade-level standards. 

Mat-Su Career & Technical High 9th-12th
 

An application and interview-required school, CTHS offers both traditional academic classes as well as a focus on career and college 

readiness. Students select a career pathway of interest and take courses that promote the industry standards of those careers. CTHS is a 

place where students can get expert knowledge about careers they may want to pursue after high school while still in high school. 

 

 

Mat-Su Central School K-12th
 

 

Mat-Su Day School K-12th
 

 

 

 

 
Mat-Su Middle College 11th-12th

 

 

 

 
Palmer High 9th-12th

 

Home of the Moose, Palmer High is a strong, comprehensive program that prepares students for challenging post-secondary education 

opportunities. PHS offers a rigorous international college prep program, known as the International Baccalaureate (IB) program. Itôs 

one of two IB World Schools in the state of Alaska. PHS students excel on college ready assessments (i.e., SAT, ACT, AP exams). 

PHS also offers a variety of elective classes: two foreign languages (French and Spanish), family and consumer sciences, business, 

agriculture, welding, woods, automotive, art, and music. Established in 1936, PHS is steeped in tradition and has a long legacy of 

champions, both on and off the field, track, court, and pool. PHS students have the option to participate in district-wide career-technical 

courses such as CNA. PHS has abundant opportunities for participation in extracurricular sports, clubs, and activities. PHS prides itself 

on staff excellence, quality programs and comprehensive offerings. 

 

Redington Sr. JR/SR High 6th-12th
 

 

 

 

 
Su-Valley Jr/Sr High 6th-12th

 

The small size of the student population provides the opportunity for students, staff, and parents to develop closer relationships that 

contribute to a family atmosphere in the building. We strive to develop close relationships with our students and promote an environment 

where everybody knows your name and wants you to achieve your individual best. Despite our size, Su Valley offers many of the same 

courses offered in the larger MSBSD schools as well as a wide range of extracurricular sports and club activities. Enrollment is open to 

all students who reside in the Mat-Su Borough and are not enrolled in another public school. 

 
Twindly  Bridge Charter  K-12th

 

Twindly Bridge Charter School is a K-12 program that implements support, resources and opportunities for homeschooling families. With 
the help of a TBCS advisor, homeschool parents design and manage their student's education. Students may work entirely at home or they 
can participate in supplementary instruction held in the schoolôs classrooms, gym, labs, as well as other educational institutions and 
community venues. TBCS continually seeks resources for home school students through developing partnerships with community 
members and organizations. We strive to build a bridge between home, school and community learning. 

 

Valley Pathways 7th-12th
 

 

Wasilla High 9th-12th
 

Wasilla High School is currently the largest comprehensive high school in the district. WHS has adopted ñThe Warrior Wayò as a means 

of describing traits and attitudes which students need to be successful in school.  The Warrior Way, Responsibility, Excellence & 

Dignity, serves as the hub of staff efforts to create a safe, civil, and productive school and is the framework for behavioral expectations. 

WHS offers 15 sections of AP courses, a wide variety of CTE courses, and an abundance of fine arts classes. Wasilla High School also 

has an exceptionally strong athletics program, with a long running history of state championship titles. The Air Force JROTC program 

was established in 2012. Our school also has a number of academic clubs and activities that showcase the diversity of Wasilla High 

students. We attribute WHS success to high levels of student and staff commitment, community support and business partnerships. 

Valley Pathways offers open enrollment for grades 6-12th, and serves primarily students and families in the Palmer and Colony High School 

attendance areas who are looking for a small school environment. Instruction is highly individualized with small class sizes offering both 

traditional and computer based instruction. The opportunity is available for both remediation and acceleration. Graduates will beprepared 

for continued education, vocational training, military, or joining the work force. An application and interview are required for enrollment. 

MSCS provides all the benefits of home schooling and distance delivery education, plus professional and personal support through a 

blended learning model. We offer local, individualized, and flexible programs for Kindergarten through 12th grade with accredited high 

school courses, and 40 years of experience serving Mat-Su students. Visit matsucentral.org for more information. 



Diploma Requirements for Graduating Classes 2016 

 
The Superintendent or designee shall prepare for Board approval a plan consisting of district graduation requirements. 

Students shall receive a Matanuska-Susitna Borough diploma only after successfully completing all sections of an 

approved graduation qualifying examination and acquiring the minimum of 23.5 credits in the following required and 

electivesubjects: 

 
Health.......................................................................................................5 credit 

Language Arts.........................................................................................4 credits 

English 1 .........................................................1 credit 

English 2 .........................................................1 credit 

English Electives  ............................................2 credits 

Mathematics............................................................................................3 credits 

Algebra .............................. 1 credit from the following: 

Algebra 1 

Introduction to Algebra 

Geometry ........................... 1 credit from the following: 

Geometry 

Informal Geometry 

Math Electives ................................................1 credit 

Physical Education (see BP 6146.2 (b) for waivers).................................1 credit 

 
Science.....................................................................................................3 credits 

Physical Science................1 credit from the following: 

Physical Science 

Life Science.......................1 credit from the following: 

Biology 

Science Electives............................................1 credit 

Social Studies..........................................................................................3.5 credits 

Civics...............................................................5 credit 

Alaska History.................................................5 credit 

World History.................................................1 credit 

United States History......................................1 credit 

U.S. Government.............................................5 credit 

Electives...................................................................................................8.5 credits 

NOTES: For language arts, math, science and social studies, specific course requirements may be fulfilled  by substituting a higher level of the same 

course (e.g. Honors Biology). For math and science, specific course requirements may also be fulfilled  by substituting a course for which the required 

course is the prerequisite. Pending School BoardApproval 

Revised 06/13/18 



Diploma Requirements for Graduating Classes 2017 & Beyond 

 
The Superintendent or designee shall prepare for Board approval a plan consisting of district graduation requirements. 

Students shall receive a Matanuska-Susitna Borough diploma only after successfully completing all sections of an 

approved graduation qualifying examination and acquiring the minimum of 24.5 credits in the following required and 

electivesubjects: 

 
Health........................................................................................................5 credit 

Language Arts.........................................................................................4 credits 

English 1........................................................1 credit 

English 2........................................................1 credit 

English Electives...........................................2 credits 

Mathematics............................................................................................3 credits 

Algebra..............................1 credit from the following: 

Algebra 1 

Introduction to Algebra 

Geometry...........................1 credit from the following: 

Geometry 

Informal Geometry 

Math Electives...............................................1 credit 

Physical Education (see BP 6146.2 (b) for waivers)...................................1 credit 

 
Science......................................................................................................3 credits 

Physical Science................1 credit from the following: 

Physical Science 

Life Science.......................1 credit from the following: 

Biology 

Science Electives...........................................1 credit 

Social Studies...........................................................................................3.5 credits 

Civics.............................................................5 credit 

Alaska History................................................5 credit 

World History................................................1 credit 

United States History.....................................1 credit 

U.S. Government............................................5 credit 

Electives...................................................................................................9.5 credits 

NOTES: For language arts, math, science and social studies, specific course requirements may be fulfilled by substituting a higher level of the same 

course (e.g. Honors Biology). For math and science, specific course requirements may also be fulfilled  by substituting a course for which the required 

course is the prerequisite. Pending School BoardApproval 

Revised 06/13/18 



Grades and Evaluation of Student Achievement (AR 5121) 
The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible for implementing a uniform system of measuring, recording, and reporting the 

achievements of individual students. Principals shall ensure that student grades conform to this system. The grading system will ensure 

that the student, teacher, and the parents can assess progress toward the educational goals of a particular course of study. The Office of 

Instruction will review the grading system with relevant stakeholders on an as-needed basis. 

 
Students shall be informed in writing at the onset of any course of study of the behaviors and achievements that are expected of them. 

They shall be kept informed of their progress during the course of study. 

 
Whenever it becomes evident to a teacher that a student is in danger of falling below average, the teacher shall arrange a conference 

with the studentôs parent/guardian or send the parent/guardian a written notice. 

 
Teachers are encouraged to allow for trends in the quality of student work. When a student finishes a grading period doing high 

quality work which requires skills acquired throughout the grading period, low grades at the beginning of the grading period need not 

diminish the appropriate evaluation of the studentôs achievement. Similarly, high grades at the beginning need not compensate for a 

downward trend in achievement. 

 
A grade report to students and parents is required on a quarterly basis. These grade reports should go to the students within six 

working days after the end of the quarter. Final decision on any contested grade will be the responsibility of the principal. 

 
Classroom Grading Practices 

Record Keeping 
Official grades will be kept in iCue grade book only. 
Grades should be updated in iCue weekly with a minimum of two assignments/assessments per week. 

 

Absences 

No studentôs grade shall be penalized for participating in a school sanctioned activity. 
 

Students who are absent (excused and unexcused) should be given at minimum one school day per day absent plus one 

additional day to make up work without penalty (i.e. if a student is gone two days, he/she should get three school days to make 

up the assignments). Teachers or schools may choose to adopt a policy in which students are granted more time to make up 

work without grade deductions. 

 

For students who experience extended absences, defined by three or more consecutive days, and are anticipating additional 

absence(s), they may contact the school to request compilation of missing work. Upon request, the school should facilitate 

gathering work from teachers within two school days. 

 

For prearranged absences, including school sponsored events; students may request assignments ahead of time. Teachers can 

accommodate to any extent possible but may require students to make up work upon returning. 

 

Grading Systems 

Kindergarten will follow this system: 
1, 2, 3, 4, no mark 1=Far below proficient 

 2=Below proficient but progressing 
 3=Proficient level of performance 
 4=Mastery level of performance 
 No mark=not evaluated at this time 

Grades 1-2 will follow this system: 

1, 2, 3, 4, NM 1=Far below proficient 
 2=Below proficient but progressing 
 3=Proficient level of performance 
 4=Mastery level of performance 
 NM=not evaluated at this time 



Grades 3-5 will either follow the 1-4 system above or A, B, C, D, F, I, NC. Citizenship, Handwriting, PE, and Music will be graded 

using the 1-4 system for all schools. 

In order to be in compliance with Alaska State Regulation 4 AAC 07.060 Student Records: 
(a) Each district shall maintain for each student a cumulative record consisting at a minimum, of the following: 

(1) Subjects student has taken; 

(2) Grades earned and an explanation of the grading systemused; 

(3) Units of creditearned. 
 

Secondary grades shall be reported for each semester as follows: 

A (90-100%) Outstanding Achievement 4.0 grade points 

B (89-89%) Above Average Achievement 3.0 grade points 
C (70-79%) Average Achievement 2.0 grade points 
D (60-69%) Below Average Achievement 1.0 grade points 
F (0-59%) Little or No Achievement 0 grade points 
I See below Incomplete 0 grade points 

NC See below No Credit 0 grade points 
NCP See below No Credit Pass  

NG See below No Grade  

WD See below Withdrawal  

 

I Incomplete 

*  Indicates that course requirements were not completed bythe student. 

*  An ñIò must be made up within two weeks of the date when grades are issued to parents. 

*  If  course work is not completed within the two-week time period, the grade will  turn into an NC. 

* Courses delivered through optional choices, such as Mat-Su iTech, may overlap a traditional semester timeline. Students 

with an ñIò in a distance course may be granted additional time to complete the course, up to 18 weeks from the time of 

enrollment in the course. 

 
NC No Credit 

* Used only in two circumstances: 

1) Student drops a class or is removed and has a failing grade in a class after 4 weeks have passed. 

2) Student does not make up an Incomplete within 2 weeks of the end of the semester. 

*Mark is used as a Semester Grade and stays on the permanent transcript. 

*Mark counts as a 0 in calculating the studentôs GPA 

 
NCP No Credit Pass 

*  Used in extenuating circumstances with the approval of district administration, when a student who is passing a class drops 

the class through no fault of their own (e.g. medical circumstances) after 4 weeks have elapsed but prior to completion. An 

NCP does not count in determining class rank, honors lists, or grade point average (GPA). 

*  Used with online learning to designate a studentôs work in progress during grade reporting periods prior to course 

completion. Upon course completion, an NCP will  be replaced with the earned grade. 

 

NG No Grade 

*  May be assigned to a student who has not been enrolled in class for 20 days or more total for thequarter. 

*  Mark is to be used in the quarterly positionðit is not to be used as a semester grade. 

*  Mark does not figure into student grade point average(GPA). 

 

WD Withdrawal  

*May be assigned to a student who has withdrawn from the district but was not enrolled in the semester long enough to earn 

credit. 

Additional marking symbols, such as plus and minus, may be used on middle school report cards, however, they will not be 

permissible as semester grades. 

 

Pass/Fail Grading 

With IEP team approval, students may elect to earn a ñPassò or ñFailò grade instead of an A-F grade in all courses taken in the Special 

Education Program. 

 

Students who receive a ñPassò grade will acquire the appropriate semester units of credit for the course, and the grade will not be 

counted in determining class rank or honors list. Students who receive a ñFailò grade will not receive credit for taking the course. 

 

Students shall be graded Pass/Fail for classes in which they serve as student aides and for community service unless predetermined 

goals and objectives related to specific subject knowledge are on file and have been approved by the principal or designee. 

http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=code&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bloc=ak&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bid=4&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bspec=07.060


Repeated Classes 

With the approval of the principal or designee, a student may repeat a course in order to raise his/her grade. The student shall only 

receive credit for taking the course once. The highest grade received will be the permanent grade on the studentôs transcript. All other 

references to the same course will be purged from the transcript. 

 
Dropping Classes 

A high school student who drops a course any time during the first 4 weeks of the semester will have that course purged from the 

transcript. If the student drops the course or is dropped from the course after the first 4 weeks but prior to completion, the student will 

receive an ñNCò or ñNCPò on the transcript. This does not apply to students transferring out of the school. 

 
Weighted Grades 

1. A system of weighted grading will  be applied to grades of A, B, or C earned bystudents enrolled in approved Advanced 

Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), Higher Level (HL), and Standard Level (SL) courses, and upper 

division Career and Technical Education courses. 

2. One additional quality point will  be added to the weight of these approved courses for calculation of grade point averages 

(A=5, B=4, C=3). Student transcripts will  display both standard and weighted grade pointaverages. 

3. AP courses which meet the College Board qualifications will  beapproved. 

4. IB HL courses which meet the IB HL course content standards and those taught byinstructors who have completed a 

qualification process through the IB Program will  beapproved. 

5. Only those IB SL courses which meet the following criteria will  be considered for approval: 

¶ Principal of IB school must initiate the process for approval ofthe course. 

¶ The content of the course must be based in IB SL course content standards. 

¶ Instructors must complete a qualificationprocess through the IB program. 

6. Only those CTE courses which meet the following criteria will  be considered for approval: 

¶ The Director of CTE must initiate the process for approval of the course. 

¶ The content of the course must be based on national industry standards and evaluated by a third-party assessment. 

¶ Instructors must complete a qualification process offered byan industry sanctioned trainer. 

¶ The course is an upper division course taught after a sequence of prerequisite courses and is unique to its program. 

7. In order to provide a uniform system of measuring, recording, and reporting the achievements of individual students 

transferring into the district with an AP or IB HL grade from their former high school will  receive a weighted transfer 

grade. 

 

Grade Point Average (GPA) 

School staff shall calculate Grade Point Average (GPA) for high school students. An additional 1.0 quality point will be awarded to 

students in approved weighted grade courses who earn grades of A, B, or C. 

Standard Grade Points: A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F and NC = 0. 

Weighted Grade Points: A=5, B=4, C=3, D=1, F and NC =0. 

 

The cumulative grade point average (GPA) is the weighted and standard grade points total divided by the total number of credits. 

 

Pass/Fail grades will not be counted in determining GPA or class rank. Both weighted and un-weighted GPAs are reported on 

transcripts. Revised03/22/17 

 

Awards for Achievement (BP 5126) 

The School Board encourages excellence as a goal for all students and wishes to publicly recognize students for unique or exemplary 

achievements in academic, extracurricular, or community service activities. 

 

Student awards may include verbal recognition, a letter, certificate or Board resolution or a public ceremony. 
 

To give recognition for students who have achieved over and above what is required to graduate from the Mat-Su Borough School 

District, recognition at graduation and on a student's transcript will be given according to the following designations. These 

designations will be determined at the end of the semester prior to graduation and be based on weighted GPAs. 

1. Students who have met graduation criteria with a cumulative GPA of 3.6 - 3.79 will  be designated as Cum Laude. 

2. Students who have met graduation criteria with a cumulative GPA of 3.8 - 3.99 will  be designated as Magna Cum Laude. 

3. Students who have met graduation criteria with a cumulative GPAabove 3.99 will  be designated as Summa Cum Laude. 

 

Non-school Awards 

The Chief School Administrator/Superintendent or designee may approve or reject proposed trophies, prizes, or other awards from 

non-school donors. The purpose of any such proposed award must be consistent with school goals, and criteria for making the award 

must be either under professional staff control or acceptable to the staff. Such awards shall be rejected when offered primarily to 

achieve personal or corporate gain and publicity. 

When funded bylegislature, each high school shall select one student as a legislative guest in accordance with procedures established 

by the principal (A.S.24 50.010) Rev.10/17/12 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp?year=2013&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Btitle=24&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3B24.50.010


Transcripts 
High school transcripts are official documents and may be amended in extenuating circumstances, in order to correct grade errors, once 

courses and grades have been entered. Prior to requesting inclusion of Other Credit Options, including high school credit for courses 

taken during middle school, students and parents should consider the effect these non-weighted grades will have on class rank. 

 

Graduation Standard Year (Grad Std) 

The Graduation Standard Year is based on the year a student begins high school as a 9th grader and would typically finish - 4 years 

later. Whether a student finishes early (i.e. Junior year or half way through the Senior year) or late (i.e. fifth  year Seniors) the Grad Std 

Year stays the same as that is the determiner of what requirements they have to meet to graduate. 

 
Grade Point Average (GPA) 

A studentôs official transcript reflects both a weighted and non-weighted cumulative GPA and Class Rank. A student may have a different 

class rank with each. An additional 1.0 quality point will  be awarded to students in approved weighted grade courses who earn grades of 

A, B, orC. 

 
Standard Grade Points: A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, F, NC and NCP = 0. 

Weighted Grade Points: A=5, B=4, C=3, D=1, F, NC and NCP=0. 

 

The cumulative grade point average (GPA) is the weighted and standard grade points total divided by the total number of credits. 

Pass/Fail grades will not be counted in determining GPA or class rank. 

 

Report Card Dates 

Report cards should go to the students on the Monday after the first week of the next quarter. 

 

Advanced Placement Courses (AP) 
The Advanced Placement Program (AP) is a collaborative effort between motivated students, dedicated teachers, and committed high 

schools, colleges, and universities. The program allows students to take college level courses and exams, and to earn college credit or 

placement while still in high school. Most colleges and universities in the U.S. have an AP policy granting incoming students credit, 

placement, or both on the basis of their AP Exam grades. Many of these institutions grant up to a full year of college credit (sophomore 

standing) to students who earn a sufficient number of qualifying AP grades. 
 

AP Courses are developed by a committee of college faculty and AP teachers and cover the breadth of information, skills, and 

assignments found in the corresponding college courses. Each AP course has a corresponding exam that participating schools worldwide 

administer in May. Students maytake AP courses with or without the examoption. AP courses are considered to have weighted grades. 

 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB) 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is an internationally recognized academic program for high school juniors and 

seniors. Noted for its depth and rigorous curriculum, the Diploma Program aims to develop college-ready students who excel ñphysically, 

intellectually, emotionally and ethicallyò (ibo.org). 
 

The Diploma Program (DP) is made up of six subject groups and the DP core: Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, and Creativity, Activity, 

Service (CAS). Students at Palmer High School can take IB classes based on their personal interests or can participate in the full diploma 

program. 
 

IB classes at Palmer High School are available in all subject areas: Literature, Language Acquisition, Social Sciences, Experimental 

Sciences, Mathematics, and the Arts. Most IB classesô award weighted grades. 
 

In addition to college readiness, IB students often receive college credit, college waivers, and additional scholarship opportunities in 

recognition of the work they do in the IB program. For more information, visit www.ibo.org or www.matsuk12.us/phs. Rev.11/27/18 

http://www.ibo.org/
http://www.matsuk12.us/phs


Mat-Su Middle College School (MSMCS) 
The Mat-Su Middle College School is a partnership between the MSBSD and the University of Alaska. The school is located on the 

University of Alaska, Mat-Su College campus. MSMCSô application is open to all juniors and seniors in the Mat-Su Borough. 

Applications are available prior to the beginning of each fall and spring semester. This school will  support students to earn high school 

credits while taking college coursework. In addition to academic courses, students will attend an orientation program and receive a 

college readiness curriculum through structured support. This curriculum focuses on development of college readiness skills, abilities, 

and attitudes. Successfully completing college coursework will result in a student earning a MSBSD high school diploma and 

transferable college credits towards a future degree or certificate. MSMCS pays all tuition, fees, required textbooks and materials for 

fall and spring semesters. Rev.11/27/18 

¶ Application required for admission 

¶ Email: msm@matsuk12.us 

¶ Phone: (907)761-3498 

¶ Website: https://www.matsuk12.us/msm 

 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) is organized around eight broad career areas. Nationally there are 16 federally recognized Career 

Clusters. MSBSD CTE consolidates the 16 Career Clusters down to 8 locally defined broad PATHWAYS. Each Pathway further has 

several CTE Programs of Study (CTEPS) under them. CTEPS define a suggested sequence of courses aligned in increasing rigor as 

student progress through high school. Following a CTEPS prepares students for earning nationally recognized industry certifications, 

early college credits, and preparation for college entry and increased employment capacity. Students who follow a defined sequence of 

courses for at least 2.0 credits within a CTEPS, are considered a CTEConcentrator. 

 

MSBSD PATHWAY ï National Career Cluster 

1. BUILDING ï Architecture, Construction, Engineering,Manufacturing 

2. BUSINESS-Business/Finance/InformationTechnology/Marketing 

3. FITNESS ï Therapeutic Services, Health, Sports Fitness 

4. HEALTH ï Health Services 

5. HUMAN RESOURCES ï HumanResources 

6. NATURAL RESOURCES ï Agriculture andNatural Resources 

7. TOURISM/CULINARY ï Culinary Arts, Hospitality, Tourism 

8. TRANSPORTATION ï Transportationand Manufacturing 
 

CTSOôs (Career and Technical Student Organizations) are an important part of the CTE programs. They are co-curricular and allow 

students to learn leadership skills and participate in civic projects; as well as, to showcase the industry skills they are learning. Current 

organizations are Business Professionals of America (BPA), Educators Rising, Future Farmers of America (FFA), Health Occupations 

Student Association(HOSA), and SkillsUSA. For more information, visit Alaskaôsstate CTSO web siteat http://www.ctsoalaska.org/. 
 

Tech Prep is a traditional CTE term which refers to the alignment to college credit (dual enrollment) or advanced placement for 

students in some of their CTE courses. For up-to-date information on the Tech Prep agreements, please check the MSBSD website ï 

CTE Department tab, or call the CTE Dept. Office at (907) 746-9274. 

CTE is for ALLstudents! iTech 

Mat-Su iTech is an MSBSD program which offers online courses through eDynamic and Apex Learning. It is available at all traditional 

and nontraditional high schools in our district. With the assistance of on-site mentors and highly qualified virtual teachers, students have 

the opportunity to complete courses at their own pace. iTech offers credit recovery, regular credit accrual, and acceleration. Please 

contact your school counselor for more information. (MSBSD iTech Online Course Offerings) Rev. 12/07/18 

. 

mailto:msm@matsuk12.us
https://www.matsuk12.us/msm
http://www.ctsoalaska.org/
https://www.matsuk12.us/domain/94
https://www.matsuk12.us/domain/4373


ANSEP Acceleration Academy (Mat-Su) 
The Acceleration Academy (Mat-Su) is an innovative partnership between the Alaska Native Science & Engineering 

Program (ANSEP) and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District (MSBSD). It is a full time regular high 

school with the additional benefit that students who participate will have the opportunity to graduate from high 

school early with two years or more of college credits earned toward BA and BS degree programs. MSBSD students 

will begin taking college courses the moment they begin high school, and will have the ability to accumulate college 

credits that apply towards many degree programs at the University of Alaska. The course and schedule options will 

ensure that MSBSD students will be academically college-ready by the end of year three, while an optional fourth 

year will allow students to earn even more college credits. 

 

The ANSEP Acceleration Academy (Mat-Su): 

ǒ Supports students of all careerinterests; 

ǒ Significantly improves college readiness byeliminating the need for remediation; 

ǒ Produces high school graduates with two or more years of college credits earned for various degree 

programs; 

ǒ Reduces the time to degree for collegestudents; 

ǒ Saves families two years or more in collegecosts; 

ǒ Saves the State of Alaska millions of dollars in general fund support; and 

ǒ Increases the economic opportunities for MSBSD students and their families. 

 

Notes and Contact Information: 

ǒ Application required foradmission. 

ǒ Email: UAA_ANSEPacceleration@alaska.edu 

ǒ Website: http://www.ansep.net/high-school/acceleration-high-school-Matsu 

 

Evaluation of Mastery of Content 

MATHEMATICS COURSE PLACEMENT & INSTRUCTION  
Students who test into developmental university math courses through the University of Alaska Math Placement 

Assessment ALEKS test will receive instruction for the placed course but will not enroll for university credit to 

avoid the attempt of credits that are not eligible for university degree programs. Instruction is delivered by university 

professors vetted by the corresponding university department. 

 

AWARDING MSBSD CREDIT (2017-18) 

Credit for the MSBSD course aligned with the developmental university course (refer to the MSBSD-UA Course 

Crosswalk) is awarded when a student demonstrates mastery of content by scoring a 70% or higher through an 

online MSBSD proficiency test administered by MSBSD staff. The content in the MSBSD proficiency test is of the 

MSBSD course that is aligned with the developmental university course in the MSBSD-UA Course Crosswalk. 
 

½ high school credit of the aligned MSBSD course is awarded for each semester that a student scores a 70% or 

higher through the MSBSD proficiency test. A full 1.0 high school credit is awarded when a student scores a 70% or 

higher for both semester 1 and semester 2 of the MSBSD course aligned with the developmental university course. 

Students may attempt the MSBSD proficiency test for each semester as many times as needed until a score of 70% 

or higher is achieved. Upon scoring a 70% or higher in the MSBSD proficiency test, the letter grade assigned to the 

student transcript for the aligned MSBSD course is the grade assigned by the university professor delivering 

instruction for the developmental university course. The letter grade assigned to both semesters is the final grade 

assigned by the university professor at the end of the course. 

mailto:UAA_ANSEPacceleration@alaska.edu
http://www.ansep.net/high-school/acceleration-high-school-Matsu


Example: Student places into MATH 105 - Intermediate Algebra through the University of Alaskaôs ALEKS test. 

CLGE INTER ALGS1 (0.5 credits) and CLGE INTER ALGS2 (0.5 credits) is awarded to a student that successfully 

completes University of Alaskaôs MATH 105 - Intermediate Algebra and demonstrates mastery of content by 

scoring a 70% or higher in MSBSD Intermediate Algebra S1 and MSBSD Intermediate Algebra S2 proficiency 

tests. The letter grade assigned to both semesters is an óAô, which is the final grade assigned by the university 

professor at the end of thecourse. 

 

AWARDING OF MSBSD CREDIT (2018-19 and beyond) 
Credit for the MSBSD course aligned with the developmental university course (refer to the MSBSD-UA Course 

Crosswalk) is awarded when a student demonstrates mastery of content by placing into a higher course through the 

University of Alaska Math Placement Assessment through McGraw Hillôs ALEKS test. 

 

1.0 high school credits of the aligned MSBSD course is awarded when a student places into a higher math course 

through the University of Alaska Math Placement Assessment ALEKS test. Students may attempt the ALEKS test 

as many times as allowed to place into a higher course. Upon placing into a higher course through the ALEKS test, 

the letter grade assigned to the student transcript for the aligned MSBSD course is the grade assigned by the 

university professor delivering instruction for the developmental university course. The letter grade assigned to both 

semesters is the final grade assigned by the university professor at the end of the course. 
 

Example: Student places into MATH 105 - Intermediate Algebra through the University of Alaskaôs ALEKS test. 

CLGE INTER ALGS1 (0.5 credits) and CLGE INTER ALGS2 (0.5 credits) is awarded to a student that successfully 

completes University of Alaskaôs MATH 105 - Intermediate Algebra and places into University of Alaska MATH 

151 - College Algebra for Calculus or higher with an ALEKS test score of 55 or higher. The letter grade assigned to 

both semesters is an óAô, which is the final grade assigned by the university professor at the end of the course. 

 

MATH 105: Intermediate Algebra 

Prerequisites: Math 055 or Math 060 with a minimum grade of C or ALEKS Test Score 30-54 

 

Summary of Alignment: 

University of Alaskaôs MATH 105 - Intermediate Algebra is aligned with MSBSD College Intermediate Algebra S1 

and S2 as referred to in the UA-MSBSD College Course Crosswalk. 

 

The content for the MSBSD proficiency test administered is of MSBSD Intermediate Algebra. 

Section 1:  Simplification and Solving 

MATH 105 Course Content Guide Outline Best Fit Standard to the Alaska State Standards 
1.1  Absolute value in graphing, equations, and inequalities A.CED.1, A.REI.3 
1.2:  Solving systems of linear equations A.REI.6, A.REI.11, A.CED.2 
1.3:  Solving systems of linear inequalities (optional) A.REI.12, A.CED.3 
1.4:  Review of factoring techniques A.SSE.2 

1.5: Simplifying rational expression and solving equations 
with rational expressions. 

F.IF.5, A.CED.2, A.CED.3 

Section 2: Radicals 
MATH 105 Course Content Guide Outline Best Fit Standard to the Alaska State Standards 

2.1:  Radical expressions and applications of radicals N.RN.1, N.RN.2, N.RN.3 

2.2  Rational exponents N.RN.1, N.RN.2 
2.3:  Evaluating and simplifying radical expressions A.APR.7 
2.4:  Adding and subtracting radical expressions A.APR.7 

2.5: Multiplying and dividing radical expression including 
use of the conjugate 

A.APR.7, N.CN.3, N.CN.1 

2.6:  Solving equations with radical expressions FIF.5 
2.7:  Arithmetic with complex numbers N.CN.1, N.CN.2, N.CN.3, N.CN.7 



Section 3: Graphing 

3.1:  Review of the rectangular coordinate system  

3.2:  Review of the equations and graphing of lines  

3.3:  Graphing non-linear equations by plotting points  

3.4: Graphing transformations including translation, 
reflection, and scaling 

 

Section 4: Quadratics 

4.1:  Solving quadratics equations using factoring F.IF.8a, F.IF.7a, A.CED.1, A.REI.11 

4.2:  Solving quadratic equations using the quadratic formula N.CN.7, A.CED.1, A.CN.8, A.CN.9, A.APR.2, 
A.REI.11 

4.3:  Solving equations in a quadratic form A.CN.7, A.CED.1 

4.4:  Completing the square to graph parabolas and circles F.IF.8a, A.CED.1 

4.5:  Graphing circles and more parabolas G.GPE.1 

4.6:  Quadratic inequalities A.CED.1, 

Section 5: Functions 

5.1:  Function definition and notation  

5.2:  Algebra and composition of functions F.BF.1b, F.BF.1c, A.CED.3, A.CED.2 

5.3:  Inverse functions F.BF.4c, F.IF.5, A.CED.3, A.CED.2, F.BF.3 

Section 6:  Logarithms and Exponentials 

6.1:  Exponential functions including base e  

6.2:  Logarithmic functions including base e  

Section 7: Applications 

7.1: Proportions  

7.2:  Interest problems  

7.3: Geometry  

7.4:  Distance problems  

 

Note: Existing University courses on the ñMSBSD College Courses Crosswalkò document that are not included in 

this ANSEP Program of Studies document may be offered to ANSEP students depending on University 



Quality Schools Model 

American Charter Academy (2-12) uses a Standardsïbased, Assessmentïdriven, Project-centered, Interest-oriented curriculum based on 

the Quality Schools Model (QSM). QSM allows studentsô knowledge and abilities levels to be quickly ascertained upon arrival. 

Additionally, studentsô progress based on demonstrated knowledge attainment instead of a prescribed time period. To graduate, a student 

must have attained a proficiency of 80% or higher on all standards within the levels up to and including the Minimum Achievement 

Level (MAL)  for each of8 content areas. Beginning with SY 2006/07, the MAL  will  be standardized as Level VIII  for all content areas. 

 

The 8 content areas are Reading, Writing, Math, Science, Social Studies, SHAPES (Social, Health, Activity, Personal, Emotional and 

Safety), Fine Arts/Community and Employability. Each area is divided into levels with a coordinated set of standards. Standards 

encompass the Alaska State Standards, Mat-Su Borough School District requirements and the QSM requirements. Each student must 

show proficiency or advanced knowledge for each standard before moving to the next level. Content areas have levels beyond the MAL 

for students to extend their knowledge and experience in areas of interest or need (for higher education, etc.). 

 

Credits (BP 6146.2/AR 6146.2) 
Other Credit Options (OCO) 

Other Credit Options (OCO) is designed to give students the opportunity to choose learning experiences that are suited to their 

personal educational needs. The Board values other ways to accomplish learning experiences but OCOs are not shortcuts to learning. 

Student experiences need to include demonstration of competency to a mastery level. The Chief School Administrator/Superintendent 

will design a structure to support OCO within the boundaries set by Board policy. 

 
1. Students wishing to take courses for high school credit through one of the following Other Credit Options may do so with prior 

school counselor and principalapproval: 

Å AR 6146.2 (a) DistanceDelivery 

Å AR 6146.2 (b) College Course Work 

Å AR 6146.2 (c) Early College Admissions 

Å AR 6146.2 [d] IndependentStudy 

Å AR 6146.2 [e] EducationalTravel 

Å AR 6146.2 [f]  CommunityService 

Å AR 6146.2 [g] Early High School Credit 

Å AR 6146.2 [h] Physical Education CreditWavier 

Å AR 6146.2 [i]  Supplemental and Non-public School Credit 

Å AR 6146.2 [j]  College-Level Examination Program(CLEP) 

Å AR 6146.2 [k] Test forCredit 

 

The student must complete the appropriate OCO Form with assistance from the school counselor/principal. After obtaining school- 

level and parent signatures, the original OCO Form needs to be filed in the student's cumulative file and a copy kept with the 

student's counselor for transcript review purposes. If an OCO is denied, a student and parent/guardian may appeal the decision to 

the Office of Instruction within five (5) days of the decision. A determination by the Office of Instruction will be made in fi ve [5] 

working days. These deadlines can be extended upon the mutual agreement of parties involved. 

2. Students are encouraged to complete Other Credit Options four (4) weeks prior to the end of the semester. It is the responsibility 

of the student to know and to meet individual schooldeadlines. 

3. Other Credit Options are only recorded on the transcript after an official transcript has been received. Once the OCO credit is 

recorded on the transcript, it is included in calculating grade point average (GPA) and class rank. 

4. The MSBSD is not the sponsoring agency for the off-campus programs and is not responsible for the student's personal or 

financial liability. Expenses for Other Credit Options are the responsibility of the individual. 

5. Since Other Credit Options are recorded only upon program completion, OCO is not a course that can be included for 

calculating eligibility for full-timestudent status. 

Weighing the impact of OCO on co-curricular eligibility (MSBSD, ASAA, NCAA, etc.) is the responsibility of the student. 



6. To further support students choosing learning experiences to enhance their personal educational needs, counselors and 

principals, along with students and their parents/guardians can apply for consideration to the Office of Instruction for an OCO that 

has not been established bythese guidelines. The OCO Form 10: Application for Consideration should be used for this process. 

Revised 12/05/12 

 

Other Credit Options:  Distance Delivery Courses AR 6146.2(a) 
The purpose of the distance delivery course option is to meet individual academic needs of students as approved by the school 

administration and the Office of Instruction. Distance delivery courses may be used for both makeup and acceleration. It is important 

to note that some distance delivery courses, many expensive, go uncompleted by the students who do not realize the time, energy, and 

self-motivation necessary to obtain credit in this manner. Careful and realistic planning should precede application. Consideration of a 

studentôs prior academic history will be given when granting approval. Additionally, a studentôs ability to take a course at his/her high 

school should be a consideration for granting approval for distance delivery courses. Researching available distance delivery programs 

and courses is the responsibility of the student. 

1. Distance Delivery courses may be used for specific curriculum credit and for elective credit. 

2. Approved distance delivery vendorsinclude: 

¶ North Dakota Division of Independent Study 

¶ Brigham Young University 

¶ Keystone National High School (Excluding Keystone Credit Recovery Program). 

¶ AKLN Alaskaôs LearningNetwork 

In order to receive credit, a distance delivery course must be equivalent in content to a course that appears in the current 

MSBSD Program of Studies. 

3. Upon completion, an official transcript must be submitted to the building registrar, and will  be recorded on the studentôs 

transcript in the semester the final grade wasissued. 

4. The District reserves the right to require the student to sit for an exam to establish content competency. 

5. Application for consideration of courses or other vendors not established bythese guidelines maybe done through the 

Office ofInstruction 

6. Use: Distance Delivery Approval Form 

 
Other Credit Options:  College Course Work  AR 6146.2(b) 
This program is designed to provide eligible students the opportunity to receive credit for certain courses through accredited 
institutions of higher education. The student must be enrolled in a MSBSD school. The OCO Pre-Approval Form must be approved 
prior to beginning the course. College courses must be ñ100ò level and above with the exception of courses articulated on the 

MSBSD college course crosswalk. Students completing college coursework will receive high school credit as follows: 

¶ 0.5 high school credit for a one (1) or two (2) semester hour college course 

¶ 1.0 high school credit for a three (3) or four (4) semester hour college course 

¶ 1.5 high school credit for a five (5) or six (6) semester hour college course 

 

Other Credit Options: Early  College Admission AR6146.2(c) 
Upon completion, an official transcript must be submitted to the building registrar, and will be recorded on the studentôs transcript in 
the semester the final grade wasissued. 

1. College Course Work courses may be used for specific curriculum credit and for elective credit. 
2. Use: College Coursework or Early College Admission Approval Form. This program is designed to provide motivated 

students with the opportunity to leave high school for college prior to graduating and to replace the studentôs senior year. An 

example is the Alaska Pacific University Early Honors Program. In order to be eligible, students must meet the following 

minimumcriteria: 

¶ Completed all required gradelevel coursework 

¶ Provide proof of tentative acceptance bya college or university 

¶ The OCO Pre-Approval Form must be approved prior to beginning the program. 

 

Upon completion of the program, the student must provide a transcript to the building principal in order for a high school diploma to 

be granted. It is the studentôs responsibility to verify that the program meets all senior requirements for graduation. 

1. Early College Admission courses may be used for specific curriculum credit and for elective credit. 

2. Early College Admission courses must be ñ100ò level and above with the exception of courses articulated on the MSBSD 

college course crosswalk. Students completing college coursework will  receive high school credit as follows: 

¶ 0.5 high school credit for a one (1) or two (2) semester hour college course 

¶ 1.0 high school credit for a three (3) or four (4) semester hour college course 

¶ 1.5 high school credit for a five (5) or six (6) semester hour college course 

3. Use: College Coursework or Early College Admission Form Independent Study is designed for the self-directed student, in 

grades 9 through 12, who has the discipline and interest to do exceptional work. The goal is to foster self-reliance, initiative 

and intense inquiry under the supervision of a High School Certified Teacher Federal Highly Qualified for most applicable 



content areas. Independent Study for credit must be initiated by the student. Students may select a course from the MSBSD 

Program of Studies according to their choice, interest and ability. Teachers are not required to sponsor Independent Study 

courses. 

 

Other Credit Options:  Independent Study AR 6146.2(d) 
Independent Study is designed for the self-directed student, in grades 9 through 12, who has the discipline and interest to do 
exceptional work. The goal is to foster self-reliance, initiative and intense inquiry under the supervision of a High School Certified 
Teacher Federal HighlyQualified for most applicable content areas. Independent Study for credit must be initiated bythe student. 

Students may select a course from the MSBSD Program of Studies according to their choice, interest and ability. Teachers are not 

required to sponsor Independent Study courses. 

 

It is the responsibility of the student to meet requirements and complete all associated paperwork. The Independent Study Course 

Proposal must be approved prior to beginning the course. Upon completion, official proof of grade must be submitted to the building 

registrar, and will be recorded on the studentôs transcript in the semester the grade was issued. 

1. Independent Studycourses may be used for specific curriculum credit and for elective credit. 

2. Use: Independent Study Course Proposal Form Educational Travel is defined as a planned learning experience gained 

through participation in a travel/study tour. Students whose travel is extended for a semester or more should enroll in the 

districtôs Correspondence School for courses that will  meet District graduation requirements. 

 
Other Credit Options:  Educational Travel AR 6146.2(e) 
Educational Travel is defined as a planned learning experience gained through participation in a travel/study tour. Students whose 
travel is extended for a semester or more should enroll in the districtôs Correspondence School for courses that will meet District 
graduation requirements. 

 

Students who wish to receive credit for a shorter term of educational travel must present a proposal to the building principal outlining 

the instructional goals and objectives to be accomplished and the documented evidence of successful completion. (See Educational 

Travel Credit Proposal Form.) Contingent on this prior approval, a student will receive .5 credit for a three-week study/tour program 

or 1 credit for a six-week program which will be recorded with a P (Pass) grade which is not included in calculating GPA. 

 

A student may enroll abroad in a yearlong foreign exchange program with principal pre-approval. When the student returns with an 

official transcript from that school or travel study organization, the District, with the building principal, will evaluate the transcript; 

determine which credits can be transferred in, and award credit as appropriate toward graduation requirements. It is not guaranteed 

that credits will be awarded for courses taken during an educational exchange program. Students should plan accordingly. 

1. Educational Travel credit may only be taken for elective credit with a Pass (P) grade. 

2. A maximum of 1.0 Educational Travel credit may be earned. 

3. Use: Educational Travel Proposal Formthrough volunteer community service, students can learn new skills, discover career 

options, assume responsibilities, become aware of the needs of others, and learn the importance of serving and giving. All 

students are encouraged to develop a sense of social responsibility and to perform volunteer duties in the community. 

Community service provides an opportunity to link students to the wider community and presents them to people and 

situations outside their previous experiences. The community service may be satisfied by participation in a single activity or a 

combination of approved activities. In order to receive credit, the community service must be completed between the last day 

of eighth (8th) grade and the last day of class as a graduating senior. 

 

Other Credit Options:  Community Service AR 6146.2(f) 
Through volunteer community service, students can learn new skills, discover career options, assume responsibilities, become aware 

of the needs of others, and learn the importance of serving and giving. All students are encouraged to develop a sense of social 

responsibility and to perform volunteer duties in the community. Community service provides an opportunity to link students to the 

wider community and presents them to people and situations outside their previous experiences. The community service may be 

satisfied by participation in a single activity or a combination of approved activities. In order to receive credit, the community service 

must be completed between the last dayof eighth (8th) grade and the last dayof class as a graduating senior. 

 

A Community Service Prior Approval Form, which outlines acceptable types of community service, must be completed and submitted 

by the student and pre-approved by the student's school principal before starting the service experience. One hundred twenty hours 

(120) of documented community service may earn .5 elective credit with a maximum of 1.0 credit possible. Credit will only be 

awarded and recorded on the studentôs transcript, after successful completion of required hours and submission of the Community 

Service Verification Log(s), with a P (Pass) grade which is not included in calculating GPA. 

1. Community Services may only be taken for elective credit with a Pass (P) grade. 

2. A maximum of 1.0 Community Service credit may beearned. 

3. Community service is defined as an activity that: 

a. Is performed without monetary compensation to thestudent; 

b. Is not associated with the promotion of anyreligion, political ideology, or social agenda; 



c. Results in a service to at least one person other than the student or the studentôs relative and is of benefit to the 

ñcommunity;ò 

d. Is separate froma service activity for which the student is alreadyreceiving school or organizational credit; 
e. Is not performed during scheduled class time; and 

f. Is not service mandated by the court. 

4. Use: Community Service Approval Formand Community Service Verification Log 

 

Other Credit Options:  Early High  School Credit  AR 6146.2(g) 
Middle school students may earn high school credit toward graduation if the class being taught meets the following criteria: 

¶ Courses must be approved and included in the high school Programof Studies. 

¶ The course has the same course title, course number, and curriculum as the high school course. 

¶ The course is equivalent in length, e.g., semester or year, as the high school. 

¶ Approved courses must be taught by a teacher who is Highly Qualified for the respective course at the high school level, as 

per NCLBGuidelines. 

¶ An ñAò or ñBò will  be used on high school transcripts for middle school students who demonstrate proficiency with the 

coursecontent. 

¶ Proficiency will  be defined as earning an ñAò or ñBò for both semesters, or bydemonstrating mastery through a summative 

end of course assessment. 

¶ Students not earning credit will  have no reflection of the course-work on their high school transcript. 

¶ Parents have the option to remove the credit and letter grade or ñPò marking from the high school transcript. 

¶ If  the letter grade or course negatively impacts the high school student who accelerated in middle school, the course/grade 

may be deleted, or the grade changed to a P (which has zero impact on GPA). This type of change to the high school 

transcript must be made prior to the beginning of the senior year. 

¶ Counselors will  need to coordinate with the Office ofInstruction to process the transcript modification. 
 

With the prior approval of the middle school principal and counselor, as well as a parent/guardian, a middle school student may 

receive high school credit for college course work or distance delivery courses as per AR 6146.2(a) and AR 6146.2(b). 

1. Early high school credit may be used for specific curriculum credit and for elective credit. 

2. Early high school credits may fulfill  specific curriculum credit or elective credit for graduation; however, they may not 

fulfill  minimum requirements for some colleges, NCAA qualifications, scholarships and militaryprograms. 

3. The Early High School Credit Policydoes not affect the record of letter grades (A-F) earned and given on grade reports in 

middleschool. 

4. The early high school credit will  not appear on a studentôs transcript until the student enrolls and attends a high school in the 

MSBSD. 

5. Use: Early High School Credit ApprovalForm 

 

Other Credit Options:  Physical Education Credit  Option AR 6146.2(h) 
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District values daily physical activity which is an important part of personal wellness. 

Physical Education courses offer focused instruction and guided practice in a variety of sports, marching band, and fitness 

activities. The physical conditioning of interscholastic and club sports and the JROTC (Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps) 

courses mirrors the instructional practices found in high school physical education courses. 

 

The following credit options are available for the one (1) credit of Physical Education required to obtain a MSBSD diploma. 

Documentation must be submitted to high school counselors on the Physical Education Credit Option Request form. Credit earned 

through Other Physical Education Credit Option will be indicated with a (P) Pass grade on the student transcript. 

1. InterscholasticSports 

One-quarter (1/4) credit for the Physical Education requirement may be earned by each full season of participation in 

interscholastic high school sports. 

2. Physical activity outside ofschool 

One-half (.5) credit for the Physical Education Requirement may be earned for each 80 hours of participation in a sports 

activity with documented hours and adult supervisor. 

3. Junior Reserve Officer TrainingCorps(JROTC) 

One (1) credit for the Physical Education requirement may be waived by two years of participation in JROTC. The total credit 

waived shall not exceed one full credit. 

4. MarchingBand 

One-quarter (1/4) credit for the Physical Education requirement may be waived by the successful completion of each semester 

of Marching Band. The total credit waived shall not exceed one full credit 

5. Online Physical Education 

Online physical education may not be repeated for credit and will be indicated with a (P) Pass grade on the student transcript. 

6. Use: Other Physical Education Credit OptionForm 

https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=mat_su
https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=mat_su


Other Credit Options:  Supplemental, Special Purpose or Non-PublicSchool Credit  AR 6146.2(i) 
The purpose of using the Supplemental, Special Purpose, or non-public school course credit option is to meet individual academic 

needs of students as approved by the school administration and the Office of Instruction. Such courses must be equivalent to those 

listed in the current MSBSD Program of Studies. The curriculum, course hours, teacher certification, and records of work and 

assessment required are considered. Researching programs and courses and providing evidence of equivalency to the Office of 

Instruction is the responsibility of the student. 

1. Supplemental Education Schools and Special Purpose Schools provide offerings in basic skills, education and application 

and meet the educational needs of students under unique circumstances. Non-public school courses are defined by: not 

regulated and approved bythe State Board of Education in the 50 states and District ofColumbia. 

2. Supplemental, Special Purpose and non-public school provided courses maybe used for specific curriculum credit and for 

elective credit. 

3. In order to receive credit, Supplemental, Special Purpose and non-public school providers must present evidence that their 

courses would be equivalent to courses that appear in the current MSBSD Programof Studies. 

4. Upon completion, official proof of grade must be submitted to the building registrar, and will  be recorded on the studentôs 

transcript in the semester the final grade wasissued. 

5. The District reserves the right to require the student to sit for an exam to establish content competency. 

6. Use: Application for Consideration Formand attach evidence of course content equivalency to MSBSD Program of Studies. 

 

Other Credit Options: College-Level Examination Program AR 6146.2(j) 
This program is designed to provide motivated students the possibility of earning both college credit and MSBSD high school credit 

by participating in the College-Level Examination Program (CLEP). In order to receive credit for a required or elective course, the 

student must earn a qualifying score on one of the 14 CLEP examinations. These tests provide the district with a standardized way to 

assess essential knowledge related to equivalent high school courses. The MSBSD cannot guarantee college credit through CLEP, 

which is determined byeach college and their CLEP policy. 

1. It is the intent of this policy to recognize that a student has achieved mastery of a subject area and allowthe student to test 

out of a required or electivecourse. 

2. Although MSBSD high school credits are granted through CLEP, it is noted that the full experience and spectrum of a 

MSBSD course cannot be encompassed in a single assessment. Concerns about students not participating in laboratory 

experiments or class discussions by testing out using CLEP are acknowledged. However, those are concerns specific to how 

students gain information and are not the only way to demonstrate achievement. 

3. A qualifying score for MSBSD credit is equivalent to the minimum qualifying score as set by the University of Alaska ï 

Anchorage to earn college credit. The credit will  be recorded as a Pass grade on the high school transcript. Credits awarded 

are subject to change. The student may also follow the process as outlined in AR 6146.2(b) Other Credit Options: College 

Course Work to receive MSBSD credit through CLEP. 

4. Credit will  be awarded for the following CLEP exams as aligned with MSBSD courses and credit(s): 

 

CLEP Exam Title MSBSD Course Equivalent 
Credit(s) 

Awarded 
American Literature  English 3, S1 and S2 1.0 
American Government U.S. Government 1.0 

Analyzing & Interpreting Literature  Advanced Composition 1.0 
Biology Biology, S1 and S2 1.0 
Calculus Calculus, S1 and S2 1.0 
Chemistry Chemistry, S1 and S2 1.0 
College Algebra II Algebra II, S1 and S2 1.0 
College Composition & Composition Modular College Composition 1.0 
College Mathematics Algebra I, S1 and S2 1.0 
English Literature  Classical Literature 1.0 
History of the U.S. II (1865-Present) U.S. History 1.0 
Introductory Psychology Psychology I 1.0 
Introductory Sociology Sociology 1.0 
Pre-Calculus Pre-Calculus, S1 and S2 1.0 

5. Upon completion of a CLEP exam, official documentation of the awarded score must be submitted to the building registrar, 

and will  be recorded on the studentôs transcript in the semester the exam was taken. 

6. Use College Level Examination ProgramForm 

7. CLEP exams not on the approved list may be considered through the Office of Instruction using the College-Level 

Examination ProgramFormand needs to be submitted with required supporting documentation. 

https://boardpolicyonline.com/?b=mat_su


Other Credit Options: Test for  Credit  AR 6146.2(k) 
On a case by case basis, Tests for Credit will allow a student to demonstrate that he/she meets or exceeds the content expectations 

associated with the subject area as defined by the State of Alaska Academic Standards, the MSBSD Curriculum Framework, and the 

MSBSD Curriculum Blueprint. 

1. A student must receive permission from their parent/guardian, site administrator and counselor, as well as approval from 

district office, to take a Test for Credit. 

2. ñTesting for Creditò does not imply ñtesting ondemandò. 

3. Some Tests for Credit may require additional tasks dependent upon the content area and associated State of Alaska 

Academic Standards, the MSBSD Curriculum Framework, and the MSBSD Curriculum Blueprint (e.g. demonstration of 

public speaking ability or labprocedure.) 

4. On a case by case basis, Tests for Credit will  be available to MSBSD high school students. 

5. Should a student earn a qualifying score on a Test for Credit, it will  be reflected as a Pass on his/her transcript. 

6. Earning credit through examination does not meet NCAA eligibility.  

7. Use: Test for Credit form. 
Revised 04/01/15 

 

Enrollment of Foreign Students (AR 5119) 

MSBSD Students Participating in Foreign Exchange Program 
Foreign exchange student programs are recognized as a means of improvement of international understanding. The exchange of 

culture through a student exchange program is viewed as a desirable supplement to the educational program. If a student is 

contemplating an outbound exchange, they should take the following steps prior to the exchange: 

1. Initiate a conference to include the student, parent/guardian, and counselor. In this meeting the student's transcript will  be 

evaluated and a written plan for graduation will  be documented. It is possible that students may need to take correspondence 

course(s) while on an exchange in order to complete all of the graduation requirements. A copy of this plan and needed 

documentation fromthe school attended in the foreign country will  be given to the student and parent/guardian. 

2. To earn credit from the foreign exchange program, the student must return with an official transcript and a course outline for 

each course completed. The course outline will be used to determine whether the course meets a core academic requirement or an 

elective credit. 

3. If  an official transcript is not producible, then credit will  be determined by reviewing course outlines (signed by a foreign school 

official), length of time in each course, and studentperformance. 

4. School calendars and grading systems vary from country to country; therefore, each foreign exchange transcript must be 

evaluated on a case by case basis. It is highly recommended that the student return with an official transcript, course descriptions, 

school calendar, and any other supporting documentation that would assist the MSBSD in awarding credit. The Office of 

Instruction will  evaluate all foreign exchange transcripts to determine credits and grade conversion. 

If the student does not comply with the above requirements and records are either not provided or are incomplete, the student may risk 

not earning credits needed for graduation. 

Revised 08/21/13 



Extracurricular and Co -Curricular Activities (BP 6145) 
The School Board recognizes that extracurricular and co-curricular activities enrich the educational and social development and 

experiences of students and shall annually adopt a plan for student participation in extra/co-curricular activities which does not 

compromise the integrity and purpose of the educational program. Participation in extracurricular and co-curricular activities is a 

privilege. The students are ambassadors of our schools in these competitions therefore academic eligibility, good grades, and 

consistent attendance is the rule not the exception. 

 

The District shall publish a coaches' and sponsors' (club) handbook, which contains information about responsibilities, programs, 

sportsmanship, insurance, fees, and procedures. Individual elementary and secondary school handbooks may contain additional 

information. 

1. Academic Eligibility Requirements for Practice andParticipation 

a) All  District high school student athletes may practice but will  not be allowed to play or travel while academically ineligible. 

Students in the process of obtaining eligibility through the Alaska School Activities Association (ASAA) waiver process may 

tryout and practice pending the outcome of the waiver request. 

 

b) To be eligible to participate in extracurricular activities; all second semester freshmen, sophomores, juniors as well as 

seniors who are not on track to graduate must have passed at least five (5) semester units of credit, or the equivalent, toward 

graduation, during the previous semester. At the end of each quarter or trimester, all students must have a 2.0 grade point 

average and comply with all other minimum ASAA requirements. Seniors who are on track to graduate must successfully have 

completed five (5) courses or four (4) trimester courses the previous spring for early fall sports. 

 

c) Second semester seniors who are on track to graduate must be enrolled in a minimum of four (4) semester or three (3) 

trimester units of credit, toward graduation, during the previous semester or equivalent, with a 2.0 GPA. 

 

d) All  courses needed for eligibility  need to specifically lead to meeting MSBSD graduation requirement. Only one Pass/Fail 

course of Student Aide is allowed each semester or equivalent, for Juniors and Seniors in good academic standing only. 

Community Service credits are not acceptable. 
 

e) For the purpose of this section, academic deficiencies may be made up through successful completion of correspondence 

courses or summer school. 

 

f) The eligibility period will begin on or before the sixth working day after the end of the previous quarter (AR 5121a). Each 

school site will  determine its own specific eligibility date within that guideline. The grades must be posted on the computerized 

report card by that date. 

 

g) Students making up grades from 2nd semester during the summer must have an official record of the final grade and credit 

prior to the first academic contact day. If  a student fails to have summer work completed, graded, recorded, and confirmed by 

the school administrator prior to the first academic contact day, then the student will be ineligible to practice/participate in 

activities during the first academic quarter or theequivalent. 
 

h) Students making up a credit (to meet the requirement of BP 6145 .1b) from 2nd semester during the summer must have an 

official record of the final grade and credit, prior to the first academic contact day. If a student fails to have summer work 

completed, graded, recorded and confirmed by the school administrator by the first academic contact day, the student will  be 

ineligible to practice/participate in activities during the first academic quarter or theequivalent. 
 

i) A grade of incomplete is considered as not passing until the incomplete is changed on the official school records. 

 

j) Private school, out of district correspondence, Mat-Su Central School, and non-traditional school students must meet the 

same time frame as regular students. 
 

k) Athletes must adhere to the ASAA Citizenship Rule and Controlled Substance, Alcohol, and Tobacco Policy (Bylaw Article 

12, Section 8). 

 

l) An athlete must meet the above requirements to be considered eligible. All  eligible athlete names must be on the master 

eligibility  list that is sent in to ASAA by the school. 



2. Eligibility Requirements Maximum  Participation  

a) No student enrolled in a four-year high school may participate in more than four (4) seasons in any specific interscholastic 

activity. No student enrolled in a three (3) year high school may participate in more than three (3) seasons in any specific 

interscholastic activity. 

 
b) Participation in a single interscholastic contest shall be considered as one (1) season of participation in that activity. 

 

c) Each student will  have eight (8) consecutive semesters or equivalent of eligibility after they begin grade nine. (No fifth  year 

seniors will  be permitted without approval from ASAA). 

 

d) A student who becomes nineteen (19) years of age on or before August 1 shall be ineligible for interscholastic competition. 

 

e) No student shall be allowed to participate in anyextracurricular activities beyond the season in which they graduate. 

 

3. Students Retained 

a) Loss of eligibility:  A student held back in sixth, seventh, or eighth grade for athletic purposes shall lose his/her fourth year of 

high school eligibility.  

 

b) Loss of third and fourth years: A student held back for two years in the sixth, seventh, or eighth grade for athletic purp oses 

shall lose both his/her third and fourth years of eligibility  after entering the ninthgrade. 

 

4. ExchangeStudents 

District students involved in exchange/travel programs are eligible for interscholastic sports participation upon return to their home 

school when a request for waiver of the Semester Credit Rule is made to the Mat-Su Borough School District and the Alaska 

Schools Activities Association, and waived by both the Superintendent/Chief School Administrator, or designee, and the Executive 

Director of ASAA. Such students must otherwise be eligible by all other rules, i.e. not graduated from a secondary school, not over 

age, and must have passed four subjects the last semester in attendance in their Alaska high school. 

 
5. Waivers ofEligibility  

A student who has been determined to be ineligible to participate in extracurricular and co-curricular activities under one or more 

of the eligibility rules may request a waiver. 

a) Request Procedures: A request for a waiver must be directed by the student to the school's building administrator. If the 

building administrator upon review of the waiver request finds that the request is appropriate, the building administrator shall 

forward the request to the Superintendent/Chief School Administrator or designee along with a memorandum explaining the 

reasons why the administrator believes the waiver request should be granted. If  a building administrator finds that a wavier is 

not appropriate the request will  not be submitted to the Superintendent/Chief School Administrator's office. 
 

b) Review by the Superintendent/Chief School Administrator: Upon receipt of the waiver request, the Superintendent/Chief 

School Administrator, or designee, shall review the waiver request to determine whether any additional information is 

necessary. If  additional information is necessary, the Superintendent, or designee, shall request the building administrator to 

supplyit. The Superintendent/Chief School Administrator, or designee, shall render the decision as expeditiously as possible 

after receiving the waiver request and any additional requested information. 

 

c) Guidelines for Consideration: To assist students and schools to decide whether to request a waiver in specific circumstances, 

the followingapply: 

1) Except in unusual circumstances and for good cause shown, requests for waivers of standards of eligibility involving 

semesters of enrollment will  not be granted. 

2) The Superintendent/Chief School Administrator will  not grant eligibility in anycase in which the asserted hardship is the 

sole result of knowing conduct bythe student or his or her parents or guardian which had the effect of causing the hardship. 

3) Ignorance of any standard is not sufficient reason for waiving astandard. 

4) Waiver requests are subject to ASAArules, policies, and procedures. Under certain circumstances waiver requests must 

also be submitted to ASAAfor approval. Revised05/20/15 



6145.21 

Interscholastic Competition (BP 6145.2) 
The School Board considers the interscholastic program an integral component of the district educational program. The 

interscholastic programs shall be geared to the interests and abilities of students of both sexes and varied in scope to ensure wide 

participation, consistent with the financial and personnel constraints of the district. 

(cf. 6145 - Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities) 
 

The Board shall not approve membership of the district, or any school in the district, in any voluntary interscholastic organization 

which discriminates against or denies the benefits of any program to any person on the basis of race, sex, or ethnic origin. 

(cf. 0410 - Nondiscrimination in District Programs and Activities) 
 

The Board shall maintain general control over all aspects of the interscholastic policies, programs and activities in the district, 

including eligibility, season, and number of sports, personnel, and facilities. The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible to 

the Board for district compliance with federal and state law. 

(cf. -Sportsmanship) 

 
The Board recognizes its responsibility to ensure that the health and welfare of students is given the highest consideration in planning 

a program of interscholastic programs. 

(cf. 5131.63 - Performance Enhancing Drugs) 
 

Legal Reference: 

ALASKA STATUTES 

14.18.040 Discrimination in recreational and athletic activities prohibited 

14.30.365 Interscholastic activities; eligibility 

ALASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

4 AAC 06.115 Interscholastic activities 

4 AAC 06.520 Recreational and athletic activities 

4 AAC 06.600 Definitions Revised08/21/95 

 

Interscholastic Competition (AR 6145.2) 
Eligibility for Co -Curricular Participation, Grades 9 -12 ï ASAA Semester Credit Rule: 

In order to be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics during any quarter, a student must have passed, for the immediately 

preceding semester, or the equivalent, at least four units of credit toward graduation. 

1. A grade of "incomplete" is considered as not passing until the "incomplete" is changed on the official school records. Students 

have two weeks from the time grades are posted to make up incompletes. This applies to all students: private schools, out of 

district correspondence, Mat-Su Central School, and non-traditional highschools. 

 

2. Private school, out of district correspondence, Mat-Su Central School, and non-traditional school students who wish to 

participate in co-curricular activities must fill  out an Activities Boundary Exemption Application for their school of choice. 

All  ASAA and Mat-Su Borough School District regulations and policies must be adhered to. 

 

3. Must not have reached the age of (19) nineteen by August 1. 

 

In addition to ASAA semester credit rules, the Mat-Su School District has established that students will be eligible to participate in 

AASA sanctioned activities if: 

1. Theyare carrying a minimum of five classes, or the equivalent, that lead toward graduation. 

 

2. They have passed five (5) or more courses during the semester, or the equivalent, immediately preceding the activities in 

question. All correspondence courses must have confirmed completion and a grade before being counting as one of the five 

classes, or the equivalent, foreligibility.  

 

3. They earn a grade point average of at least 2.0 for all courses taken during the previous grading period. For all newstudents the 

preceding nine-week grades on their transcript shall be used to determine grade point. Grade point averages will be evaluated at 

the end of each quarter using the grades earned during the nine-week grading period. Quarter grades will be used at the end of 

quarters one and three. Semester grades will  be used at the end of quarters two and four. 

 

4. Must have complete registration form on file for co-curricular sportsactivities. 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp?year=2013&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Btitle=14&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3B14.18.040
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp?year=2013&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Btitle=14&amp;amp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3Bamp%3B14.30.365
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp#4.06.115
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp#4.06.520
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp#4.06.600


5. Must have parent consent form on file prior to startingpractice. 

 

6. Must have ten (10) separate days of physical practice prior to the first dayof competition. 

 

A student must attend all scheduled classes on the day of the activity. (Reasonable travel time excluded.) If an activity is held on 

Saturday, the student must have attended school on Friday. Participants who do not attend school may not participate unless they 

have administrative approval for a medical absence. All participants in activities must attend school all periods the next day 

following competition (with the exception of events that take place on Saturday) or they will have to forfeit participation in the 

next scheduled event. Students are excused from this requirement only when (1) they are properly attending a school or team 

sanctioned event or (2) when unusual circumstances have led the Superintendent or his/her designee to authorize an absence or 

they will have to forfeit participation in the next scheduled event. 

 

7. A transfer student must have lived in the school attendance area for eighteen (18) weeks prior to competition, unless parents 

made a corresponding move of residency into the new area. A student enrolling in a new school under the "open enrollment" 

policy of the District must enroll in the new school prior to the beginning of the school year to be eligible to participate in co- 

curricular activities at the new school. The one time transfer rule has beeneliminated. 
 

8. Any student that has been expelled from any ASAA member school will  be prohibited from participation 

in another ASAA member school for the duration of theexpulsion. 

 

9. Must comply with all other minimum Alaska School Activities Association requirements. Revised05/20/15 



Common Paths: Language Arts & Social Studies 
Language Arts Paths for Incoming Freshmen: 

 

Note: 

¶ Read 180 is always paired with Read 180 lab. English 1 and 2 are paired with LA Strat based on test scores ï 
see RTI Framework for HS Placement. 

¶ Read 180 can be taken as an 11th or 12th grader if  needed at the same time as taking English 1 and 2. 

¶ Fundamentals classes follow the same sequence 

¶ AP can be taken after English 1 and 2. 

¶ 4 Credits are required to graduate: English 1, English 2, and 2 credits of EnglishElectives. 

 
Social Studies Paths for Incoming Freshmen: 

9th Grade 

ω Rd 180 - Rd 180 Lab 
ω Rd 180 - Rd 180 Lab 
 

ω English 1 - LAStrat 
ω English 1 

 
ω English 2 

ω Honors English 1 

10th Grade 

ω Rd 180 - Rd 180 Lab 
ω English 1 - LAStrat 
 

ω English 2 - LAStrat 

ω English 2 

 
ω English 3 

ω Honors English 2 

11th Grade 

ω English 1 - LAStrat 
ω English 2 - LAStrat 
 

ω English 3 

ω English 3, AP,or 
Electives 
ω AP Lit orElectives 
ω IB Literature1 

12th Grade 

ω English 2 - LAStrat 
ω English 3 or 

Electives 
ω AP or Electives 
ω AP or Electives 

 
ω AP Lang & Compor 

Electives 
ω IB Literature2 

9th Grade 

ω Civics 
 

ω Civics 

 
ω Civics 

 
ω Civics 

 
ω Civics 

10th Grade 

ω World History 
 

ω World History 

 
ω AP World History 

 
ω AP World History 

 
ω World History 

11th Grade 

ω U.S.History 
 

ω U.S. History + 
elective (not req) 
ω AP U.S. History 

 
ω AP U.S. History + 

Elective (not req) 
ω IB History Amer 1 

12th Grade 

ω Government/AK 
History 
ω Government/AK 

History 

ω AP Government/ 
AK History 
ω AP Government/ 

AK History 
ω IB History Amer 2 



Common Paths: Science & Math 
Science Paths for Incoming Freshmen: 

 

Note: 
¶ 9th Grade Science classes are paired with Math readiness ï see RTI Framework for HS Placement. 

¶ AP Science can only be taken after the pre-requisite class has been completed. Ex. Chemistry mustbe 
completed before taking APChemistry. 

¶ Fundamentals classes follow the same sequence. 

¶ 3 Credits are required to graduate: 1 Physical Science (Physical Science, Chemistry, or Physics), 1 Life 

Science (Biology), and 1 Elective (any additional science) credit. 

¶ Smaller schools may offer higher level sciences every other year on a rotating schedule. 

 

Math Paths for Incoming Freshmen: 

9th Grade 

ω EarthScience 
 

ω Biology 

10th Grade 

ω PhysicalScience 
 

ω Biology 

 
ω Chemistry 

11th Grade 

ω Biology 
 
ω Chemistry or 

Electives 
 

ω AP orScience 
Electives 

 
ω IB Sciences(SL) 

12th Grade 

ω Elective (notreq) 
 

ω Elective (notreq) 

ω Elective (notreq) 
 

ω IB Sciences(HL) 

9th Grade 
 

ω Intro. to Algebra- 
Math Strategies 
ω Algebra I 

 

ω Algebra I 

 
ω Geometry 

 
ω Algebra II 

10th Grade 

ω Algebra I 

 
ω Informal Geometry 

 
ω Geometry 

 
ω Algebra II 

 
ω Pre-Calculus 

11th Grade 

ω Informal Geometry 

 
ω Intmd. Algebra 

 
ω Algebra II 

 
ω Pre-Calculus 

ω IB Math Studies 

 
ω AP Calculus AB 

12th Grade 
 

ω Intmd. Algebra or 
Algebra II (notreq) 
ω Algebra II (notreq) 

 
ω Alg for Financeor 

Pre-Calc (notreq) 
ω AP Calculus AB 

(not req) 
ω IB Mathematics 

ω AP Calculus BC 
(not req) 



How to Read a Course Description? 
The following information may aid you in understanding the course descriptions in this Program of Studies. Not all courses listed here 

are offered at all schools at any one time. 

 

Course Description 

Course descriptions highlighted in green denote a new course for the calendar year. 
 

Course Length 
As a general rule, courses which are .5 credits are one semester in length and courses which are 1.0 credit are two semesters in length. 

Credit is awarded at the end of each semester. There are some courses which are offered for more credit per semester and this is noted 

in the course descriptions. 

 

Course Repeatability 
Most courses listed in the Programof Studies have specific content and may not be repeated for credit. Because ofindividualized content, 

some courses may be repeated for credit and these are noted with a ñY.ò 

 

Alaska Performance Scholarship 

Denotes whether a course is fulfilling a requirement of the Alaska Performance Scholarship. 
 

NCAA Approved 

Denotes that a course is recognized by the National Collegiate Athletic Association. Please Note: Although a Y may be 

denoted, additional paperwork may be required for final approval by the NCAA. 
 

 

 
 

Course Number Official Course Title Course Credit 

Requirements for 
Admission 11470 Technical Writing  .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 3 or Applied Comm. 1 & 2 

Grade: 9-12 
Grade Levels Repeatable: Y/N 

APS: Y(s/a)/N 

NCAA: Y/N 

Alaska 

Performance 

Scholarship 

Course 

Repeatability 

Technical Writing 1 centers on real-world on-the-job writing. Course 

work for Technical Writing 1 focuses on: workplace communication; 

teamwork; and elements of a successful job search. Skill development 

includes: business correspondence (memos and letters); reading, 

listening, and speaking skills in the workplace; an examination of 

communications technology (e-mail, appropriate document formatting, 

NCAA 
Approval 

correspondence, and report writing). 00/00/00 

Course 

Description 

Date of approval 

or revisions 



LANGUAGE ARTS  
 

1410 Advanced Composition .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Intermediate Composition or English 3 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
Advanced Composition prepares the student for the rigors of the 

college composition course as well as formal research writing. This 

course emphasizes basic research skills along with techniques for 

argumentative, analytical, interpretive, and critical writing. 

 
1570 Advanced Literature Seminar         .5CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 11-12 (Not for core credit, elective credit only) 

Repeatable: Y  NCAA:  N 

This course is designed for the college-bound student who has elected 

honors and higher level courses. Students will  develop cultural literacy 

as well as educational, vocational, and social competence in 

communication. 

 
1500 American Literature  .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to deal with the major writers and works of 

American Literature. Students will consider major social and political 

issues of American life as reflected in poetry, fiction, nonfiction, plays, 

and films. Students will examine philosophies that pervade American 

thought with emphasis on the relationship between literature and the 

growth of the UnitedStates. 

 
1580 Applied Communication 1 .5 CR 

Prerequisite: English 2 or Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Applied Communication 1 covers entry-level course work for the 

student interested in English credit preparing for graduation, vocational 

certification, or two-year associate degree. This course introduces 

necessary communication skills in writing, reading, listening, and 

group work. Applied Communication 1 focuses on getting ready for 

work; documents associated with getting ready for work such as 

resumes, informative writing; communicating with customers and 

coworkers. 

 
1590 Applied Communication 2 .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Applied Communication 1 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Applied Communication 2 covers entry-level course work for the 

student interested in English credit preparing for graduation, vocational 

certification, or two-year associate degree. This course is a 

continuation of Applied Communication 1 and continues the 

preparation of students for work. Applied Communication 2 focuses 

on ethics and diversity in the workplace; collaborative writing; 

problem solving and negotiation to solve problems; persuasive 

speaking and writing; technical communication; and effective 

presentations. 

1540       Bible within History and Literature      .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  World History & English 2  

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

In the Bible within History and Literature course, an important goal 

will be basic biblical literacyða grasp of the literacy language, 

thematic narratives, symbols, and characters of the Bible. Students will 

gain an objective understanding of the Bible as historical record, the 

history of its formation and interpretation, as well as its influence on 

government, literature, art, music, law, community life, philosophical 

thought, and popular culture. This course has an emphasis in literature; 

therefore, it is a language arts credit. Apvd. 12/07/05 

 

1510 or 1511/1512     British  Literature  .5-1 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course examines the development of British literature and the 

English language. Readings include prose, poetry, drama, and criticism 

from various periods. Extensive reading and writing are required. 

 
1610 Cinema as Art  .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course explores how films communicate and affect the viewer. 

Film literacy is emphasized and films are analyzed using literacy 

conventions and devices. Students are expected to respond to films 

through writing, discussions, and projects. This class includes 

extensive writing. 

 
1720 Cinema as Art,  Advanced .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Cinema as Art 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Advanced Cinema as Art aims to further develop students' skills so that 

they become adept in both interpreting and making film texts. Through 

the study and analysis of film texts and exercises in film-making, 

Advanced Cinema as Art course explores film history, theory and 

socio-economic background. The course develops students' critical 

abilities, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and 

historical perspectives in film. To achieve an international 

understanding within the world of film, students are taught to consider 

film texts, theories and ideas from the points of view of different 

individuals, nations andcultures. 

 
1520 Classical Literature  .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course introduces the student to the writing of Greek, Roman, and 

European classic writers. Students explore the epic, lyric poetry, 

drama, Greek and Roman mythology, the pre-Socrates and 

philosophers. Class activities include critical research and analysis of 

literature presented. 



1420 College Composition .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This is highly recommended for college-bound students. Writing 

reflects the literary analysis of essays, short stories, poetry, and novels. 

Persuasive techniques are emphasized. 

 
1430 College English 111 .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Pass UAA English Assessment 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is offered to allow students to gain college credit for their 

freshman College English 111 course. Students must pass the 

assessment test to enroll for college credit in this course. Students will 

have to pay a college administrative fee to get college credit for this 

course. 

 

1010 Communication Lab .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation & concurrent 

enrollment in Language Arts course 

Grade: 9-12 (Not for core credit, elective credit only) 

Repeatable:Y 

The Communications Lab student will participate in reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening activities to demonstrate mastery of stated 

outcomes for English 1 and English 2. The target enrollment group is 

students who have not mastered outcomes in the standard required 

courses. 

 
1730       Contemporary Alaskan Literature       .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In this semester course, students will explore the rich body of recent 

Alaska themed literature as well as works written by Alaskan authors. 

Readings will  be drawn from novels, historical fiction, poetry, and non- 

fiction, including magazine and newspaper archives. The contexts, 

characters, and themes of these readings will help students improve 

numerous academic skills including reading analysis, oral 

interpretation, critical thinking, written expression, and listening skills. 

In the process, students will gain deeper understanding of human 

cultures, legal and social issues, history, geography, natural recourses, 

and ecology of our GreatLand. 

 
1560       Contemporary Literature and Issue     .5 CR 

Prerequisite: English 1 &  2 &/or  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade:  12 orInstructor  Approval  APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course emphasizes dignity and diversity and encourages students 

to understand more than one perspective. Students express ideas in 

class discussions and make connections to their own lives and culture. 

Reading and writing about literature completes the studies. 

 
1630 Creative Writing  .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In this course students will  read, critique, and compose original poetry, 

essays, short fiction, and creative non-fiction. Students will examine 

the works of published writers as well as peers to discover expand, and 

refine their own skills, voice, and repertoire. Students will share their 

work for both written and oral peer critique. Publication will be 

strongly encouraged as students develop portfolios of their writing. 

 

1710 Creative Writing,  Advanced .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 2 & Creative Writing 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Advanced Creative Writing will extend opportunities for students to 

refine their talents and explore new avenues for written expression. 

Students will read, discuss, and write about published writing while 

broadening experience with peer critique and the workshop format. 

Students will  develop their own voice, identity, and style through class 

exercises and individualized assignments. A culminating semester 

project will be designed by mutual agreement between student and 

teacher. Students will  be encouraged to publish their final products. 

 
015x/015x          Daily Living Skills English          1 CR 
Prerequisite: Active IEP/RTI Grade: 9-12 

Repeatable: N 

The focus of this course will be on daily living skills relating to 

Language Arts and communication skills. This course is designed to 

meet the individual needs of the student in the area of English, and help 

the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon 

Alaska State Standards and/or AlternateStandards. 

0151/0152 Daily Living Skills English 1 1 CR 

0153/0154 Daily Living Skills English 2 1 CR 

0155/0156 Daily Living Skills English 3 1 CR 

0157/0158 Daily Living Skills English 4 1 CR 

 

1770 Debate and Forensics .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course offers instruction and practice in formal argumentation in 

various debate styles. Over persuasive speaking and writing techniques 

are emphasized. 

 
1020 Developmental Reading .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation & concurrent 

enrollment in Language Arts course 
Grade: 9-12 (RTIcourse) 
Repeatable: Y 

This course is designed for students who need to develop reading 

comprehension, verbal visualization, and word attack skills. It is an in- 

depth course used to increase the studentôs readingskill. 

 
10x1/10x2 ELA  English 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Active Plan of Service 

Grade: 9-12 
Repeatable: N 
This course is designated for English Language Learner students to 

receive English language acquisition. The course content parallels the 

Language Arts curriculum and integrates language objectives in 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The course goals are geared 

toward the individual plan of service. Rev.11/29/18 

1041/1042 ELA English 1 1 CR 

1051/1052 ELA English 2 1 CR 

1061/1062 ELA English 3 1 CR 

1071/1072 ELA English 4 1 CR 



 
1101/1102 English 1 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

English 1 is a comprehensive course that introduces the skills necessary 

to analyze and evaluate literature and/or evidence while emphasizing 

substantiating support in an argument for the young adolescent. The 

English 1 student will  identify and analyze authorôs intent for utilizing 

literature elements, devices, and tone. The course includes a variety of 

longer compositions including deeper revisions for style, tone, subtlety 

and transitions. The conventions of English are applied to increase the 

sophistication of sentence fluency. Proficient skills in the mechanics of 

the language are necessary in English 1. Content vocabulary is 

significantly increased. TheEnglish 

1 student will also experience impromptu speaking, advanced 

discussions, and reads aloud. 

 

1111/1112 English 1A 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

English 1A will focus on the same scope and sequence as English 1. 

Emphasis is on strengthening reading comprehension and basic writing 

skills. 

 
1121/1122 English 1, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation &/or  Application 

Grade: 9 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
Honors English 1 is a course designed for students with specific 

interests in an accelerated curriculum in Language Arts. The course of 

studies parallels the established curriculum of English 1; however, 

Honors English 1 covers material more rapidly and includes additional 

selections. The study of literary classics and expository writing 

techniques will bestressed. 

 
1201/1202 English 2 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 

Grade: 10 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

English 2 further develops the skills learned in English 1. Literature 

study continues with various genre of literature. Writing skills continue 

to be developed through critical analysis of written material with major 

emphasis on essay writing and thesis statements. Speech and 

presentation skills, as well as grammar skills, continue to be addressed. 

 
1211/1212 English 2A 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation or English 1A 

Grade: 10 APS: N 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

English 2A follows the same scope and sequence as English 2. 

Emphasis is on strengthening reading comprehension and basic 

writing. 

 
1221/1222 English 2, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Honors English 1 or Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Honors English 2 is a course designed for students with specific 

interests in an accelerated curriculum in Language Arts. The course of 

studies parallels the established curriculum of English 2; however, 

Honors English 2 covers material more rapidly and includes additional 

selections. The study of literary classics and expository writing 

techniques will bestressed. 

1301/1302 English 3 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

English 3 continues the study of Language Arts: listening, speaking, 

writing and reading, and focusing on multiple genres American 

Literature. Major authors, historical events and intellectual currents are 

investigated. English 3 encourages close literary analysis and critical 

thinking. 

 
1311/1312 English 3A 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation or English 2A 

Grade: 11 APS: N 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
English 3A will focus on the same scope and sequence as English 3. 

Emphasis will be placed on active listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing skills while exploring multiple genres American Literature. 

 
1321/1322 English 3, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Honors English 2 or Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Honors English 3 will focus on the same scope and sequence as English 
3. Additionally, the course will require higher level analytical skills, 

independent study and a faster pace while exploring multiple genres of 

American Literature. 

 
1401/1402 English 4 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 3 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

English 4 stresses a progressive mastery of language and writing. The 

course places particular emphasis on developing a sense of style, 

sentence structure, and organizational techniques when writing for a 

variety of purposes. Analytical reading and further review of prominent 

authors and their works continue. 

 
1001V/1002V English, Foundations   1.5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

English Foundations 1 supports adolescent literacy development at the 

critical stage between decoding and making meaning from text. 

Through intensive reading and writing skills instruction, deep practice 

sets, consistent formative feedback, graduated reading levels, and 

helpful strategy tips, the course leads students to improved 

comprehension and texthandling. 

 
1003V/1004V English, Foundations   2.5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

English Foundations 2 offers a year of skill building strategy 

development in reading and writing. Semester one is a reading program 

designed to help struggling readers develop mastery in the areas of 

reading comprehension, vocabulary building, study skills and media 

literacy. Semester two is a writing program which builds confidence in 

composition fundamentals by focusing on the areas of composing, 

grammar, style, and medialiteracy. 



 
0170     English for Occupational Knowledge      .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 11-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

Students will develop English skills needed within the work 

environment. This course will focus on; applications, resumes, 

interview skills, contracts and letter writing. Students taking this course 

can also be placed on a work experience site for further development 

of their work related skills. Students will  develop a senior portfolio upon 

completion of this class that will assist them as they transition from 

high school into an independent living environment. This course may 

be repeated for up to 1.0 language arts credit. 

 
1530 Frontier  Literature  .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course presents popular literature dealing with the settling of the 

Frontier. Real and legendary heroes, legends, folk tales, and 

experiences of indigenous and immigrant peoples are studied. Students 

continue developing critical reading skills and written responses. 

 
011x/011x Fundamentals of English 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course content, as much as possible, parallels that offered in 

English 1. The course goals are geared to the individual needs of the 

student and help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards. This course meets the 

graduation requirement for English 1. 

0111/0112 Fundamentals of English 1 1 CR 

0113/0114 Fundamentals of English 2 1 CR 

0115/0116 Fundamentals of English 3 1 CR 

0117/0118 Fundamentals of English 4 1 CR 

 

017x/017x        Fundamentalsof Reading 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is designed for students who need to develop reading 

comprehension, verbal visualization, and word attack skills. It is an in- 

depth course used to increase the studentsô reading skills. Students will 

work toward their IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon Alaska 

State Standards and/or Alternate Standards. 

0171/0172 Fundamentals of Reading 1 1 CR 

0173/0174 Fundamentals of Reading 2 1CR 

 

012x/012x          Fundamentals of Writing          1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is designed for students who need to acquire basic writing 

skills. The focus will be on analytical writing, such as opinion, 

definition, comparison/contrast, literary analysis, etc. Students will 

also learn to formulate a sentence, paragraph, composition, letter, and 

a research report. Students will work toward their IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards and/or Alternate 

Standards. 

1640 Humanities/English .5 CR 

Prerequisite: English 1 &  2 &/or  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
This course is designed for students serious about their post-secondary 

education. The purpose of this course is to stimulate critical reflection 

upon the knowledge and the experience of students both in and outside 

the classroom. Students participate in regularly scheduled seminars that 

allow in-depth inquiry, discussion, and critical thinking on related 

topics. The readings are sophisticated and diverse, with weekly essays 

required based on each individual student's reflections. Topics include: 

Thought and Language; Gender, and Culture; Subjective and 

Ideological Biases; Logic, Evidence, and Argument; Ways of 

Knowledge through Various Disciplines (Mathematical, Social 

Science, Science, andArt). 

 
1620 Intermediate Composition .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Intermediate Composition is for students who have acquired the basic 

writing skills and are ready to begin refining them. The focus will be 

on writing analytically: opinion, definition, comparison/contrast, 

literary analysis, etc. This course continues the development ofwriting 

skills previously introduced, including sentence variety, revision skills, 

style, usage, and vocabulary. 

 
1791/1792 Journalism 1 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is designed to offer students the fundamentals of 

journalism, focusing on the development of sound writing skills that 

follow journalistic conventions. Students will also study matters of 

journalistic ethics and responsibility, particularly as these items relate 

to the student media piece. The class will work as a team to publish a 

school media piece, providing input on story ideas; conducting 

interviews; gathering support information; writing, inputting, and 

editing stories; assisting in laying out the media piece; and assisting in 

advertising sales procurement and placement. Students will identify, 

appreciate differences, and consider careers injournalism. 

 
1795/1796 Journalism 2 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Journalism 1 &  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 
Journalism 2 is an advanced journalism course designed to produce and 

manage a school media piece. Students will continue to improve 

writing and editing skills as they study graphics, layout, and desktop 

publishing with further emphasis on advanced editing and newsroom 

management. Computer skills will be emphasized. Students will 

practice a variety of journalism skills in this real-world setting such as 

advertising sales, layout and design, photography composition, 

managerial and editorial skills, investigative reporting and legal ethics 

and responsibilities. Expectations include individual responsibility, the 

ability to meet strict deadlines, and teamwork. 

 
 

0121/0122 Fundamentals of Writing 1 1 CR 

0123/0124 Fundamentals of Writing 2 1 CR 



 
1451/1452     Language and Composition, AP      1 CR 

Prerequisite: English 3 &/orTeacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is a college level course which engages students in 

becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, 

disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers 

who compose for a variety of purposes. Study will  create awareness of 

the interactions among a writerôs purposes, audience expectations, and 

subjects as well the ways conventions and devices of language 

contribute to effectiveness in writing. This course will  prepare students 

to take the AP Language and Composition exam. 

 
1030 or 1031/1032 Language Arts Strategies     .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Assessment Qualification and concurrent 

enrollment in LanguageArts course (RTIcourse) 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 
Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 
This course is designed for students who need to develop reading 

comprehension and/or writing skills. Students may prepare for district 

and state assessments. This course will not count as a Language Arts 

requirement beginning in FY 06. This course may be repeated for 

credit. (elective credit) 

 

1810 Literature  1, IB .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 (Semester 1) 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
In IB Literature 1 (previous course English Humanities HL, IB) 

typically, several modern novels and plays as well as a selection of 

short stories and poems will  be studied. This study prepares the student 

to present the required Oral Presentation, internally and on-site 

assessed. This requires close study of characters, structure, and various 

literary aspects. Students will also be able to prepare for timed essays 

and other forms of assessments. Apvd.02/07/18 

 
1820 Literature 1,  IB .5 CR 

Prerequisite: English 3 (Semester 2) 

Grade:  11 - 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Literature 1 (previous course Classical Literature HL, IB) provides 

an introduction to Greek Theater and ancient epic forms. Studentswill 

compose detailed study and comparison essays for external (IB) 

assessment. To encourage personal understanding of texts, seminar 

skills as well as other forms of presentation arepracticed. 

Apvd. 02/07/18 

 

1830 Literature  2 IB .5 CR 

Prerequisites:  IB English Humanities & 

IB Classical Lit  (Semester 1) 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Literature 2 (previous course Literature and Ideas IB, HL) provides 

a close study of a selection of poetry, Shakespearean play, novel, and 

other prose pieces. Students will explore the pieces through 

independent close reading, small group discussions, seminar 

discussions, and written and oral commentaries. This class prepares the 

students for the Formal Oral Commentary, internally and on-site 

assessed. They may also prepare for timed essays and other forms of 

assessments. Apvd. 02/07/18 

1840 Literature  2, IB .5 CR 

Prerequisites: IB English Humanities, IB Classical Literature,  and 

IB Literature & Ideas (Semester 2) 
Grade: 12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Literature 2 (previous course Modern World Novel IB, HL) provides 

a study of four very significant novels of the 20th century world. 

Students will continue to study passages closely but will also link the 

novels by theme, literary techniques, and style. Students will prepare 

for the two written IB assessments in May as well as other forms of 

assessment. Apvd.02/07/18 

 
013x/013x Life  Skills English 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

The focus of this course will be on English skills needed for everyday 

living. The major emphasis will be on those skills needed for the work 

environment, such as: applications, resumes, interview skills, 

contracts, leases, etc. This course is designed to meet the individual 

needs of the student and help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals 

and Objectives based upon Alaska State Standards and/or Alternate 

Standards. 

0131/0132 Life Skills English 1 1 CR 

0133/0134 Life Skills English 2 1 CR 

0135/0136 Life Skills English 3 1 CR 

0137/0138 Life Skills English 4 1 CR 

 

1650 Mythology .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course emphasizes Greek myths and their relation to astronomy, 

literature, vocabulary, and other arts and sciences. Myths of other 

people as well as other literature significant to ancient cultures may be 

presented. This literature is important philosophically, artistically, 

intellectually, and socially as a historical foundation for ideas and 

attitudes of modern culture. 

 
1731/1732 Performance Poetry 1 CR 

Prerequisite: English 1 & English 2 or concurrent enrollment in a 

Language Artscourse 
Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course offers students an opportunity to expand and apply literacy 

skills introduced in various language arts classes, particularly creative 

writing and poetry courses. The focus of Performance Poetry will be 

on honing the craft of oral poetry interpretation along with critique and 

composition of original work. Students will learn how to vary tone, 

inflection, rhythm, and tempo to make the shared experience of a poem 

rich, relevant, and captivating. They will use the writing process to 

refine their own work and to read and critique the written and spoken 

work of others. Students will practice presenting poetry aloud in a 

classroom environment, and will  be encouraged to participate in public 

events such as Poetry Out Loud, Palmer Arts Council readings, and 

slam completions at local, state, and national levels. 



 
1690 Poetry .5 CR 

Prerequisite: English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Students will  learn how poetry is around us and enriches our lives every 

day, and how it may be used as a means of expressing both simple and 

complex ideas through a compacted means. Students will be expected 

to learn various forms of poetry, motifs as they related to poetry and 

prose, poetry elocution, and philosophize about their world using 

poetry as the medium of written and oral expression. Students will be 

encouraged to publishtheir work. Apvd.05/09/2008 

 
1700 Poetry, Advanced .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 2 & Poetry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In this course students will read and write poems to further explore 

rhythmic, lyrical, and structural elements of both classical and 

contemporary art forms. Writing assignments will include thematic 

exercises, imitations, responses, and other prompts for original 

composition. Students will  develop critical reading skills and will  gain 

familiarity with oral interpretation, peer critique, and the workshop 

process. As part of the course, students will work with the teacher to 

choose an independent semester project. Suggested projects may 

include: a packaged collection of poetry, poetry displays in public 

places, or public performance/recital. Students will be encouraged to 

publish their finalproducts. 

 
1080 or 1081/1082*        READ 180 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher/Counselor Recommendation & a score 

below the 25% on the spring MAP reading assessment. 
Grade: 9-12 (RTIcourse) 

Repeatable: Y 

READ 180 is an intensive reading intervention program designed to 

meet the needs of students whose reading achievement is below the 

proficient level. The program directly addresses individual needs 

through adaptive and instructional software, high-interest literature and 

direct instruction in reading skills. This course is intended for students 

who are below grade level in reading and below proficient on the SBA. 

This course may be repeated for credit up to two times. *For double 

blocking purposes, students scheduled into READ 180 should also be 

scheduled into READ 180 Strategies1081R/1082R. 

 

1750 Readers Theater .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course integrates language arts with a performance art. Students 

develop their ñvoiceò through writing, reading, moving and speaking 

expressively in the interpretation of a script, story or poem. 

Communication skills are enhanced as students become cognizant of 

vocal projection, enunciation, the use of vocal characterization, 

appropriate inflection, and accurate pronunciation of words. Working 

as a team, students will  read and write to inform, describe and entertain 

striving to develop the confidence to perform their work before a small 

audience. 

1040V          Reading Skills & Strategies          .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Reading skills and Strategies is designed to help the struggling reader 

develop mastery in the areas of reading comprehension, vocabulary 

building, study skills, and media literacy, which are the courseôs 

primary content strands. Using these strands, the course guides the 

student through the skills necessary to be successful in the academic 

world and beyond. 

 
1660 Science Fiction .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course emphasizes science fiction and fantasy as vehicles for 

social criticism and stimulation of thought about future technological 

development and psychological, and social and political organization. 

Science Fiction will include writing, projects, and discussions, as well 

as reading of novels and shortstories. 

 
1670 Shakespeare .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course illuminates selected works of Shakespeare and provides an 

introduction to the Elizabethan period. Students read tragedies, 

comedies, histories, and sonnets. Studies include text, film, and local 

productions. 

 
1680 Short Story .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

The course will use a variety of short stories from the 19th and 20th 

centuries, and will combine writing and discussing both professional 

and student-generated stories. Students will study short story general 

form, biographies of specific authors, and general movements in 

literature as influenced by public thought and historical and social 

influences. 

 
1760 Speech .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This class provides an introduction to the basic skills and techniques of 

individual and group communications, both speaking and listening. 

Speech is designed to help instill self-confidence and poise in situations 

requiring oral communication. This course includes individual 

speaking and group discussions. It may also include parliamentary 

procedure. 

 
1471 Technical Writing  1 .5 CR 

Prerequisite: English 3 or Applied Comm. 1 and 2 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Technical Writing 1 centers on real-world on-the-job writing. Course 

work for Technical Writing 1 focuses on: workplace communication; 

teamwork; and elements of a successful job search. Skill development 

includes: business correspondence (memos and letters); reading, 

listening, and speaking skills in the workplace; an examination of 

communications technology (e-mail, appropriate document 

formatting, correspondence, and report writing). 



 

1472 Technical Writing  2 .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Technical Writing 1 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Technical Writing 2 focuses on: data collection/interviews and 

surveys; writing technical documents; writing basics; graphics and 

visuals descriptions, instructions, training manuals; writing technical 

reports (informational, scientific, specialized); writing for publication 

(media releases, newsletters, advertising copy etc.); real world 

simulations. Careers in this area might include technical writers, public 

information specialists, and journalists. This course would also benefit 

students preparing for scientific or mathematical careers. 

1550 World  Literature  .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  English 1 & English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This class provides an overview of the major works and authors from 

areas of the world other than the United States. Novels, short stories, 

plays, and poetry are studied to enhance students' understanding of 

various cultures. Extensive reading, writing, and discussion are 

expected. 



MATHEMATICS  
2500 Advanced Math Seminar .5 

CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 11-12 (Not for core credit, electivecredit only) 

Repeatable:Y 

This course is designed to expose students to the diversity of topics in 

mathematics. Students will be involved in activities which include but 

not limited to arithmetic, geometry, algebra, set theory, statistics, 

probability, and topology. 

 
0221/0222   Algebra, Fundamentals of Intro to 1CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-10 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is the study of fractions, decimals, integers, solving basic 

equations, using formulas, percentôs, proportions, graphing, and 

problem solving. It is designed to expose students to algebraic topics 

and to improve basic math skills necessary for success in Fundamentals 

of Algebra 1. This course is designed to meet the individual needs of 

the student and will  help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards or alternate standards. 

This course meets the graduation requirement for Algebra1. 

 
2191/2192 Algebra, Intermediate 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 &  Geometry requirementsfulfilled 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course will provide remediation of topics covered in Algebra 1 as 

well as an introduction to some topics covered in Algebra 2. Emphasis 

is placed on the skills needed to successfully complete Algebra 2 such 

as operations of real numbers, solving equations in 1 or 2 variables, 

writing and graphing linear and quadratic equations/functions, radical 

expressions, rational functions and discrete mathematics with 

appropriate applications. Students who successfully complete this 

course should be well prepared to take Algebra 2 and/or College 

Algebra. 

 
2111/2112 Algebra, Introduction  to 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation or Proficiency Test 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 
Introduction to Algebra is designed to expose students to algebraic 

topics and improve basic mathematical skills necessary for success in 

Algebra 1. Skill development will include operations with fractions, 

decimals, percentôs, proportions, positive and negative numbers, 

solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities, using formulas, 

basic statistics, andprobability. 

2121/2122 Algebra 1 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Intro to Algebra 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Algebra 1 is the foundation course for the study of higher-level 

mathematics. Skill development will include the basic operations of 

real numbers, solving equations in one and two variables, writing and 

graphing linear equations and inequalities, the study of functions and 

their graphs, simplifying polynomial, rational and radical expressions, 

statistics, probability, problem solving, and discrete mathematics using 

appropriate related applications. Apvd.04/10/2007 

 
0225/0226 Algebra 1, Fundamentals of      1CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course follows the same scope and sequence as Algebra 1, but is 

taught to allow for more practice and development of the algebra skills. 

These skills include the basic operations of real numbers, solving 

equations in one and two variables, writing and graphing linear 

equations and inequalities, the study of functions and their graphs, 

simplifying polynomial, rational and radical expressions, statistics, 

probability, problem solving, and discrete mathematics using 

appropriate related applications. This course is designed to meet the 

individual needs of the student and will  help the student to work toward 

IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon Alaska State Standards or 

alternate standards. This course meets the graduation requirement for 

Algebra 1. 

 
2321/2322 Algebra 2 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Geometry or concurrent enrollment inGeometry 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Algebra 2 is a rigorous college preparatory course which includes an 

in-depth review of topics presented in Algebra 1. Emphasis is placed 

on writing and solving linear equations and inequalities, solving 

simultaneous equations and inequalities, exponents and radicals, 

matrices, complex numbers, conic sections, graphing, analyzing, and 

interpreting functions including polynomial, rational, radical, 

exponential, and logarithmic functions. 



 
2107/2108 Algebra for  Finance 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 &  Geometry requirementsfulfilled 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Algebra for Finance teaches the real world application of mathematical 

concepts through the examination of personal finances. Topics of 

investigation will  include: Budgeting, Banking and Credit, Automobile 

& Home Ownership, Employment, Tax Structures, Small Business 

Management, and Investing & Retirement Planning. All topics will be 

explored while building and connecting mathematical content 

including: Rational Number Operations, Algebraic Modeling, Linear 

Equations and Inequalities, Graphic Representations, Statistics, and 

Data Analysis. Students who successfully complete the course will be 

well versed in the many aspects managing personal finances. Having 

financial literacy early in life will enable students to avoid the many 

financial pitfalls that young adults face while starting out. Mastery of 

the course topics will equip students to be ready to plan and manage 

their future finances for a lifetime ofbenefits. 

 
2461/2462 Calculus 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Calculus will include the mechanics and applications of limits, 

derivatives, integrals, logarithmic, exponential, and other 

transcendental functions. 

 
2441/2442 Calculus AB, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus with Trigonometry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
This year-long course follows the guidelines of the College Board for 

Advanced Placement Calculus AB. It covers differential and integral 

Calculus with elementary functions. Topics include limits, 

differentiation and integration of algebraic, trigonometric, logarithmic, 

and exponential functions of a single variable. An intuitive approach 

will be used in presenting the foundations, theory, methods, and 

applications of calculus. Students will be prepared to take the College 

Board advanced placement exam. 

 
2451/2452 Calculus BC, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Calculus BC is a year-long university course in the calculus of 

functions of a single variable. This course includes all topics covered 

in Calculus AB, plus additional topics such as parametric, polar, and 

vector functions, applications of integrals, and polynomial 

approximations and series. Students will be prepared to take the 

College Board advanced placement exam. The content of Calculus BC 

is designed to qualify students for placement and credit in a course that 

is one course beyond that granted for Calculus AB. 

2621/2622 Calculus, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus with Trigonometry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Calculus is designed to provide students who will continue to study 

mathematics at the university level with a background of mathematical 

thought and a reasonable level of technical ability. Students should 

have a good understanding of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, 

trigonometry, and statistics. The core of the class consists of six topics: 

Number and algebra; functions and equations; circular functions in 

trigonometry; vector geometry, statistics andprobability; and calculus. 

Assessment will be written exams and a portfolio to include 

mathematical investigation, extended-closed-problem solving, and 

mathematical modeling. The completion of this course will prepare 

students to take the IB examination in May.      Rev. 11/19/18 

 
2701/2702 College Algebra 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 2 & meet the math cut-score defined by 

Mat-Su College for Math 107. 
Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course covers equations and inequalities; function theory and 

applications; solution of equations greater than second degree; 

determinants and matrices; systems of inequalities, including 

applications; logarithmic and exponential functions, including 

applications; graphs and equations of conic sections, including 

applications; binomial theoremô sequences and series; mathematical 

induction and combinatoric notation. 

 
0251/0252          Daily Living Skills Math 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

The focus of this course will be on daily living skills relating to 

mathematics. This course is designed to meet the individual needs of 

the student and to help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards and/or alternate 

standards. 

0251/0252 Daily Living Skills Math 1 1 CR 

0253/0254 Daily Living Skills Math 2 1 CR 

0255/0256 Daily Living Skills Math 3 1 CR 

0257/0258    Daily Living Skills Math 4    1 CR 

 

2221/2222 Geometry 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Proficiency Testing: N UAA:  0 CR 

Geometryincludes an in-depth analysis of plane, solid, and coordinate 

geometry as they relate to both abstract mathematical concepts and 

real-world problem situations. Topics include inductive anddeductive 

logic and proof, parallel lines, polygons, perimeter and area analysis, 

volume and surface area analysis, similarity and congruence, and 

geometric probability. Emphasis will  be placed on developing critical 

thinking skills as they relate to logical reasoning and argument. 

Rev. 08/20/18 



 
0271/0272        Geometry, Fundamentals of         1 CR 

Prerequisite: Fundamentals of Algebra 1 and an Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 10-12 APS: N 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course follows the same scope and sequence as Geometry, but is 

taught to allowfor more practice and development of Geometry skills. 

Geometry includes an in-depth analysis of plane, solid, and coordinate 

geometry as they relate to both abstract mathematical concepts and 

real-world problem situations. Topics include inductive and deductive 

logic and proof, parallel lines, polygons, perimeter and area analysis, 

volume and surface area analysis, similarity and congruence, and 

geometric probability. Emphasis will be placed on developing critical 

thinking skills as they relate to logical reasoning and argument. This 

course is designed to meet the individual needs of the student and will 

help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives based 

upon Alaska State Standards or alternate standards. This course meets 

the graduation requirementforGeometry. 

 
2251/2252 Geometry, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 & Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Honors Geometry is designed for students who seek a more challenging 

content than that offered in Geometry. The course of study is the same; 

however, the pace is more rapid and includes additional topics such as 

right triangle trigonometry and non-Euclidean geometries. 

 
2211/2212 Geometry, Informal  1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 & Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 
Informal Geometry gives a thorough introduction to the fundamentals 

of Euclidian geometry. Topics will cover inductive and deductive 

reasoning, angles, lines, planes, polygons, area, volume, and 

constructions. Proofs are addressed but are not the primary focus. This 

course is primarily a study of plane geometry but may also include 

coordinate geometry. 

 
2101/2102 KEAS Lab 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in another math class and an 

identified deficiency as measured by teacher recommendation, 

SBAs, MAP, andHSGQE. 
Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

Key Elements of Algebra Success Lab is designed to help students to 

strengthen critical mathematics skills as described in the Alaska State 

Standards. District approved materials will be used. The class will be 

devoted to providing structured lessons to pre-teach concepts in their 

current math class. This course may be repeated for credit and will 

count toward the required mathematics elective credit for graduation. 

023x/023x Life  Skills Math 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is designed to meet the needs of students requiring basic 

math skills. These skills will include calculator skills, percentôs, 

consumer skills, and practical math skills for everyday living. This 

course is designed to meet the individual needs of the student and will 

help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives based 

upon Alaska State Standards or alternate standards. 

0231/0232 Life Skills Math 1 1 CR 

0233/0234 Life Skills Math 2 1 CR 

0235/0236 Life Skills Math 3 1 CR 

0237/0238    Life Skills Math 4    1 CR 

 

207x/207x        Foundations of Mathematics       1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-10 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Foundations of Mathematics 1 and 2 are intervention courses for 

students who have not mastered prerequisite skills necessary to be 

successful in Introduction to Algebra. These courses will present basic 

pre-algebra content including Number Theory, Decimals, Fractions, 

Percentôs, Proportional Reasoning, Integers, Computation, Math Fact 

Fluency, and Area and Volume. Teachers should seek to tailor content 

to the individual needs of the students in their class and teach to 

mastery. Student who successfully complete Foundations of 

Mathematics 2 will be will prepare to be successful in Introduction to 

Algebra. 

2071/2072   Foundations of Mathematics 1    1 CR 

2073/2074 Foundations of Mathematics 2 1 CR 

2071V/2072V (Apex) Foundations of Mathematics 1 1 CR 

2073V/2074V (Apex) Foundations of Mathematics 2    1 CR 

 

2105/2106 Mathematical Applications of Alaska Ways 

of Knowing 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Beyond the cultural focus and strong math component, the class will 

have a two prong view. Each quarter will contain a thread of career 

education and leadership. Guest experts (elders) will ideally present at 

least once a quarter, bringing culture and expertise to the class room. 

Field trips play an important part of the learning ï Palmer Hay Flats, 

AK Native Heritage Center, AK Federation of Natives Conference, AK 

Native Youth Olympics, UAA ANSEP, and others as needed by 

curriculum. The nature of the course is such that it focuses on 

developing important mathematics concepts in a coherent, 

comprehensible, and rigorous way. 



 
2601/2602 Mathematics 1, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

The course focuses on introducing important mathematical concepts 

through the development of mathematical techniques.  The intention 

is to introduce students to these concepts in a comprehensible and 

coherent way, rather than insisting on the mathematical rigor required 

for IB Mathematics 2. Students should, wherever possible, apply the 

mathematical knowledge they have acquired to solve realistic 

problems set in an appropriate context. (IB Mathematics 1 guide) The 

internally assessed component, the exploration, offers students the 

opportunity for developing independence in their mathematical 

learning. Students are encouraged to take a considered approach to 

various mathematical activities and explore different mathematical 

ideas. (IB Mathematics 1 guide) Topics covered in the course include 

algebra, functions and equations, circular functions and trigonometry, 

vectors, statistics and probability, and calculus. At Palmer High, 

students take pre-calculus the first year and IB Math 1 the second 

year.  At the end of the second year, they take IB papers 1 and 2. 

Rev. 11/19/18 

 

2611/2612 Mathematics 2, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  IB Mathematics 1 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:Y  

IB Mathematics 2 builds on subjects studied in IB Mathematics 1 

including Algebra, Functions and Equations, Circular Functions and 

Trigonometry, Vectors, Statistics and Probability, and Calculus. A 

Math Exploration project is a compulsory component of this course. 

Rev. 11/19/18 

 

2401/2402 Mathematical Studies, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Mathematical Studies places emphasis on developing mathematical 

reasoning rather than performing routine operations; solving 

mathematical problems embedded in a wide range of contexts; using 

the calculator effectively. Topics include number and algebra, 

descriptive statistics, logic, sets and probability, statistical 

applications, geometry and trigonometry, mathematical models, 

introduction to differential calculus, and the individual project. This 

project work is based on studentôs interest and research and completed 

with instructor guidance. Rev.11/19/18 

2030 or 2031/2032 Math Strategies 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation & concurrent 

enrollment in another math course. 

Grade: 9-12 (Not for core credit, elective credit only) 

Repeatable:Y 

Math lab is designed to help students to strengthen critical mathematics 

skills as described in the Alaska State Standards. Half of the class will 

focus on each studentôs individual weaknesses in mathematics; the 

other half will be devoted to providing tutoring for their current math 

class. 

 
2431/2432    Pre-Calculus with Trigonometry      1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Geometry & Algebra 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Pre-Calculus reviews and expands linear and quadratic functions, 

polynomial functions, inverse functions, exponential and logarithmic 

functions, the remainder and factor theorems, sequences and series. 

Trigonometry is the study of the six trigonometric functions, inverse 

identities, solving trigonometric equations, graphing on the rectangular 

and polar coordinate systems, solving triangles, and the unit circle. 

 
2531/2532 Statistics, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This is an advanced placement course in Introductory Statistics. 

Students are introduced to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 

analyzing and drawing conclusions from data. Students will prepare to 

take the College Board AP exam. 

 
2371 Trigonometry  Applications .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 & Geometry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will  focus on applications from right triangle trigonometry 

as applied to navigation and surveying, as well as applications to the 

business world. 

 
2350 Trigonometry .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 & Geometry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will study the six trigonometric functions, inverse 

identities, solving trigonometric equations, graphing on the rectangular 

and polar coordinate systems, solving triangles, and the unit circle. 



SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

3440        Advanced Social Studies Seminar      .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 12 (Not for core credit, elective credit only) 

Repeatable: Y  NCAA:  N 

Senior Seminar of Social Studies Issues is designed to develop 

effective and involved citizens who utilize social studies skills and 

issues to enhance their knowledge and participation in society. 

 

 
3540 Alaska History .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is a geographic, economic, and historical study of Alaska's 

past and present. Emphasis is to be placed on cultural/ethnic, diversity, 

natural resources, politics, and strategic location ofAlaska. 

 
0312        Alaska History, Fundamentals of         .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 11-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will follow the same scope and sequence as Alaska 

History, using materials and activities adapted to individual student 

levels. The course will help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals 

and objectives based upon Alaska State Standards. Successful 

completion of this course meets the graduation requirements for Alaska 

History credit. 

 
3340 Alternative to Conflicts .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

The focus of this course will be on developing skills for establishing 

and sustaining positive relationships. This will be accomplished by 

learning skills for developing oneôs own wellbeing and learning how 

oneôs attitude affects relationships with friends, acquaintances, family, 

and communities (local, national, and global). Students also study the 

similarities and differences of people, learn positive, productive 

communication techniques, and how to apply helpful problem-solving 

skills to their daily activities. 

 
3350 American Civil  War .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is an in-depth investigation of the Civil War Era in United 

States history. Emphasis is to be placed on the economic, political, and 

social events leading up to and including the war itself, and its role in 

the shaping ofAmerica. 

3360 Anthropology .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This is a study of human kind around the world and throughout time to 

seek understanding of human diversity. Students in this course will 

explore how the environment, culture, history, and technology affect 

human development. 

 
3640        Bible within History and Literature     .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  World History and English 2 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

In the Bible within History and Literature course, an important goal 

will be basic biblical literacyða grasp of the literacy language, 

thematic narratives, symbols, and characters of the Bible. Students will 

gain an objective understanding of the Bible as historical record, the 

history of its formation and interpretation, as well as its influence on 

government, literature, art, music, law, community life, philosophical 

thought, and popular culture. This course has an emphasis in history 

and sociology; therefore, it is a social studiescredit. 

 
3450 Civics .5CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In Civics students will learn the foundations of the American 

democratic system. This course will introduce the principals of our 

societyôs free market economy and basic consumer skills. The course 

will focus on civic involvement in the government process in action 

and identify the various parts and functions of the justice system. 

Students will gain an understanding of their basic rights and their 

responsibility and roles as participating citizens of the United States. 

 
0330 Civics, Fundamentals of .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI  

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will follow the same scope and sequence as Civics, using 

materials and activities adapted to individual student levels. The course 

will help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives 

based upon Alaska State Standards. Successful completion of this 

course meets the graduation requirement for Civics credit. 

 
3430 Comparative Government & Politics, AP .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed for the student who is capable of doing lower 

division college work. The course provides intensive study of the 

different political and economic systems of the following countries: 

United Kingdom, France, Russia, China, and Mexico, India, or Nigeria. 

This course will prepare students for the advanced placement test in 

AP Comparative Government and Politics. This course will not fulfill 

the graduation requirement for U.S. Government. 



 
3520 Comparative World Religions        .5CR 

Prerequisite:  World History  

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In this course students will study the major religions of the world 

including Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, and 

other traditions from Africa, Asia, the Americas, Europe, the Middle 

East, Australia, Oceania. Emphasis will be on objective and 

comparative investigation of religions--their belief systems, sacred 

books/scriptures, oral histories, traditional practices, origins, 

dynamism, and their significance in social, historical, and political 

contexts through the present. 

 
3380 Current  Issues .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

The purpose of Current Issues is to guide students to become informed 

decision makers of critical issues confronting the community, the state, 

the nation, and the world. 

 
035x/035x   Daily Living Skills Social Studies      1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

These courses are designed to prepare students for assisted 

participation in their surroundings. The focus will be on exploration 

and familiarization of community resources, with assistance as needed. 

This course is designed to meet the individual needs of the student, and 

help the student work toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon 

Alaska State Standards and/or AlternateStandards. 

0351/0352 Daily Living Skills Social Studies 1 1 CR 

0353/0354 Daily Living Skills Social Studies 2 1 CR 

0355/0356 Daily Living Skills Social Studies 3 1 CR 

0357/0358    Daily Living Skills Social Studies 4    1 CR 

 

3160 Early  American .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Sophomore standing 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In this course students will  study the pre-history of the first Americans, 

including various theories on the movement of people into the 

American continents; the Age of Discovery focusing on the New 

World; the Colonization of North American; the Revolutionary Era; 

the Young Republic; Growth, Change, Challenges and Compromise 

and the Civil War. Emphasis will be on political, economic, social and 

cultural aspects of early America and their relevance to America and 

the world today. Apvd. 03/01/07 

 
3270 Economics .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Students will explore their roles as citizens, producers, and consumers 

within the economic system. It will give students a general knowledge 

of the principles of economics as applied to individuals, businesses, 

andgovernments. 

3470 Ethics, Morals, and Culture; Philosophy In- 

Depth .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Introduction to Philosophical Issues or Teacher 

Recommendation 
Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is a semester-long in-depth study of philosophy of ethics, 

culture, society and morality from a Western contemporary 

perspective. Examinations of the nature of humanity and the meaning 

of and interpretations of good and right will be examined through the 

thorough study of at least major work of philosophy on that topic and 

supplementary research and materials. 

 
3291/3292         European History, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Instructor Approval  

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  Y 

In addition to providing basic exposure to the factual narrative, the 

goals of the AP European History course are to develop: 1) An 

understanding of the principal themes in modern European History, 2) 

The ability to analyze historical evidence, 3) The ability to express 

historical understanding and analysis effectively in writing. Students 

are expected to demonstrate basic chronology and major events as well 

as trends from the High Renaissance (1450) to the present. This course 

includes history as both content and methodology while emphasizing 

intellectual and academic skills of students. Students will analyze 

primary source documents, maps, statistics, pictorial, and graphic 

evidence, take clear and concise notes and write clearly and precisely 

with expression. Students will also learn how to weigh evidence and 

reach conclusions on the basis of facts. 

 
3341/3342 History of Americas 1, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is the beginning of a three-part higher-level historical study 

of the people and events that helped to shape this nation into what it is 

today. The study of American history, like history itself, is an ever- 

evolving process. It is easy to say that we learn from our 

pastésomewhat harder to prove. This, then, is the challenge of this 

course. Comparing when possible with Latin America and Canada, the 

units of study will  expand your knowledge beyond the analysis of great 

events and great leaders to include an examination of the contributions 

of all members of society to America's story.     Rev.11/19/18 

 
3531 History of Americas 2, IB .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation (Semester 1) 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is an overview of the people and events that helped in 

shaping the nations of the Americas. The course will center on the 

following themes: History and Politics, Society and Culture, and 

Economics and Technology comparing Latin America, the United 

States, and Canada. The units of study we will expand your knowledge 

beyond the analysis of great events and great leaders to include an 

examination of the contributions of each society to the shaping of the 

Americas. Rev.11/19/18 



 
3532 History of Americas 2, IB .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation (Semester 2) 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is the final portion of a three-part program ofInternational 

Baccalaureate higher-level history at Palmer High School (the first two 

parts being IB US History and IB History of the Americas). Through 

primary source documents and related readings, this course will focus 

its units of study on tracing the events leading to the Cold War, from 

the Russian Revolution through the end of the Vietnam War. Americaôs 

two Cold War hot spots ï Korea and Vietnam ï will  be studied in depth. 

Completion of the three-course series will  prepare the student for the IB 

Examination in the area of American History. 

Rev. 11/19/18 

 

3280          Holocaust and Genocide Studies        .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  World History  

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Students will examine the root causes which led to the rise of the 

Nazi party and the reaction of Germansðand the world ï to Hitler 

and his plans of genocide. They will then focus on an in-depth 

analysis of Genocide using the Holocaust as a foundation.  The 

course is designed to have students question themselves as to what 

their role has been and will be as human right violations occur 

throughout the world. We will identify roles as well as look at the 

stages of genocide. We will analyze the seeds of hatred that began as 

racism and bigotry and eventually grew into the murder of men, 

women, and children. Specifically, we will look at the history of 

anti-Semitism and its role in the emergence of the Holocaust, and we 

will also look at genocidal case-studies in Armenia, Cambodia, 

Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur. 

 
3100 Law Related Studies .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to develop effective and involved citizens who 

apply decision making skills to all aspects of life. Students should 

identify the complexities of social issues dealing with their rights and 

responsibilities, and recognize their ability to influence decision- 

making in the family, school, community, state, and nation. 

 
3110 Law Related Studies A .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will follow the same outcomes as Law Related Studies. 

Reading, writing, and problem solving skills will be emphasized. This 

course fulfills the graduation requirement of Law Related Studies for 

classes through 2008. 

 
0310     Law Related Studies, Fundamentals   .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course content, as much as possible, parallels that offered in Law 

Related Studies. The reading content, writing, and problem solving 

skills will be adapted to the individual student levels. The course goals 

are geared to the individual needs of the student and help the student to 

work toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon Alaska State 

Standards. 

3120 Law Related Studies, Honors .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 9 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is for students who want the challenge of an accelerated 

curriculum in Law Related Studies. 

 
3560 or 3561/3562 Applied Leadership .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

This course is designed to provide students the opportunity to learn 

ways in which they can become successful as leaders in their school 

and community. Instruction will include various methods and 

techniques for planning, implementing, and evaluating projects related 

to schoolactivities. 

 
3390 Legal Systems .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

The Legal Systems course will expose students to the American legal 

system. Students will learn the differences between civil and criminal 

courts, explore how and why laws are made, enforced and reviewed by 

the courts. Students will also look at the purposes and forms of 

punishment in the legal system as well as changing trends in how 

crimes are punished in America such as three strikes laws, the death 

penalty, and mandatory minimums. Students will  take an in depth look 

at how cases get to the Supreme Court and look at the major civil 

liberties court cases. Other topics include the causes of crime, crime 

rates, and using the FBIôs uniform crime report. Also discussed will  be 

rights vs. responsibilities, freedom and its relationship to law, and 

majority vs. minority rights. Units will also cover national, state, and 

local laws, how city councils work, current events, politics, and social 

issues like abuse, runaway teens, family violence, drug abuse, and drug 

laws.  A mock trial will be included near the end. 

 
033x/033x          Life SkillsSocial Studies 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is designed to increase the studentsô awareness of their 

neighborhood, community, state and country. The content will focus 

on local services, government, and the political system as well as the 

history of the area. This course is designed to meet the individual needs 

of the students and will  help the students to work toward their IEP/RTI 

goals and objectives based upon Alaska State Standards and/or 

Alternate Standards. 

0331/0332 Life Skills Social Studies 1 1 CR 

0333/0334 Life Skills Social Studies 2 1 CR 

0335/0336 Life Skills Social Studies 3 1 CR 

0337/0338 Life Skills Social Studies 4 1 CR 

 

3150 Mid -East Studies .5 CR 

Prerequisite: World History or concurrent enrollment 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
In this course students will explore the geography, history, cultures, 

and current events of the Middle East. Emphasis will be on 

understanding the roles various human cultures have played in this 

region at various times, and the ways customs, religions, science, 

technologies, art, music, and architecture have been adapted and 

transferred between cultures over time. 



3140 Pacific Rim .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will focus upon the physical geography and diverse 

cultural elements found within the Pacific Rim region. Major countries 

surrounding and within the Pacific region will be the focus of study in 

this course. An analysis of the relationships among Pacific Rim 

cultures and nations will also be conducted to examine the impact of 

the region on the worldtoday. 

 
3460       Philosophical Issues, Introduction to    .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Junior  standing or Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

In this course, students will explore Western philosophical thought 

primarily from the ñEarly-Modern periodò (ca.1600 to ca. 1800) 

through study of selections from Kant, Deôscartes, Berkeley, Hume, 

and others. The main objective of this course is to look closely at a few 

challenging yet accessible works of major philosophers and apply these 

to a range of fundamental topics. Concepts such as truth and meaning, 

identity, dualism, and formal ethics will be examined, discussed, and 

applied in the contexts of analytic reasoning, logic, effective use of 

language, and understanding the views and influences of some 

important philosophers. This course will offer students an enriched 

perspective of an often overlooked but elemental aspect of our Western 

culture. 

 
3491/3492 Philosophy 1, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Intent to complete a certificate in Philosophy or an 

IB Diploma 
Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Philosophy SL is a course designation for students taking Issues in 

Philosophy and Ethics Morals and Culture, sequentially with intent to 

take IB exams for credit. The one designation indicates one year of 

study and study of a least oneoptional (IB) themes and one significant 

text from the IB approved list in philosophy. Refer to course 

descriptions for Introduction to Philosophical Issues and Ethics, Morals 

and Culture for specific course content.    Rev.11/19/18 

 
3481/3482 Philosophy 2, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Philosophy 1 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Philosophy 2 is a course designation for students taking Issues in 

Philosophy and Ethics Morals and Culture, with intent to take IB 

exams. The two designation indicates that two years of study and study 

of at least two optional (IB) themes and two significant texts from the 

IB approved list in philosophy have been mastered. Refer to course 

descriptions for Introduction to Philosophical Issues and Ethics, Morals 

and Culture for specific course content.    Rev.11/19/18 

 
3260 Psychology 1 .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is an introduction to the study of human behavior. The 

focus of the course will be the theories of psychology as well as 

research in the areas of perception, learning, personality development, 

and human behavior. 

 
 

3261/3262 Psychology AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 

Repeatable: N 

AP Psychology provides an overview of current psychological research 

methods and theories. Students will explore the therapies used by 

professional counselors and clinical psychologists and examine the 

reasons for normal human reactions: how people learn and think the 

process of human development and human aggression, altruism, 

intimacy, and self-reflection. Theyôll study core psychological 

concepts, such as the brain and sense functions, and learn to gauge 

human reactions, gather information and form meaningful syntheses. 

Along the way, students will also investigate relevant concepts like 

study skills and information retention. The equivalent of a 100-level 

college survey course, AP Psychology prepares students for the AP 

Exam and for further studies in psychology and life sciences. 

 
3370 Russian History .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will focus on the history of Russia from the Pre-Slavic 

period through Kievan Rus, Mongol Rule, the Muscovite Period, 

Imperial Russia, the Soviet Period, and finally the Post-Soviet era. 

Russian history will be studied in the context of Russiaôs geographic 

proximity to an interaction with the countries of Eastern Europe and 

the United States. This course of study will have a cross-curricular 

perspective that includes geography, political ideologies and structures, 

social and economic developments, ethnic groups, literature, art, and 

culture. The emphasis will be on developing an understanding of this, 

the largest country in the world, its influence upon its neighbors to the 

west (Eastern Europe) and an appreciation for the possibilities it may 

hold for Alaska, its neighbor to the East. 
Apvd. 05/03/2007 

 

3250 Sociology .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Sociology is a study of people and their relationship with others in 

various groups, the processes in which they participate to meet their 

needs, and the social codes with which they must be familiar. Conflicts 

between tradition and change will be discussed. 



 

 
3661/3662 Information Technology in a Global 

Society, IB 1 CR 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Exploring the history, function, and impact of computers on our world 

is the focus of this course. How computers have affected us as 

individuals and as a society, and the role technology has played in our 

everyday lives, leads to discussion, extensive writing and critical 

thinking to express these concepts. Imagining where we may be 

heading in our technological world assists this course in developing 

thinking and writing skills and the expression of creative ideas through 

several major papers and a culminating project. A sound foundation in 

computer concepts through the technical application class and the 

ability to organize tasks and the thinking process will assist in 

achieving success in this class. Three 800-word papers, a log book, and 

a technology-based project with a 2000-2500 word associated essay, 

are core required components of ITGS. The completion of this course 

leads to students being fully prepared for the IB examination in May. 
Rev.11/19/18 

 
3010 Teen Leadership .5 CR 

Prerequisite: 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

Teen Leadership is a program (Capturing Kids Hearts) in which 

students develop leadership, professional, and business skills. They 

learn to develop a healthy self-concept, healthy relationships, and learn 

to understand the concept or personal responsibility. They will  develop 

an understanding of Emotional Intelligence and the skills it measures, 

which include self-awareness, self-control, self-motivation, and social 

skills. Students will develop skills in public speaking and 

communication and an understanding of personal image. They will 

develop an understanding of the concept of principle-based decision- 

making and learn to make responsible financial decisions. They will 

develop an understanding of the effects of peer pressure, will develop 

skills to counteract those effects, and will develop problem-solving 

skills. They will develop an understanding of the principles of 

parenting, enabling them to become better family members and 

citizens. They will  also develop an understanding of the need for vision 

in goal-setting, personallyand professionally. 

 
3020          Advanced Teen Leadership .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Completion of Teen Leadership and Teacher 

Recommendation 
Grade: 9-12 APS: N 
Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

This course is a continuation of Teen Leadership. It may also include 

peer to peer training, school presentations, and projects demonstrating 

leadership in the school community. 

 
3611/3612       Theory of Knowledge 1, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is unique to the IB Program and is an interdisciplinary 

requirement intended to stimulate critical reflection on the knowledge 

and experience gained inside and outside the classroom. The course 

challenges students to question the bases ofknowledge, to be aware of 

subjective and ideological biases, to develop the ability to analyze 

evidence that is expressed in rational argument. It is a key element in 

encouraging them to appreciate other culturalperspectives. 

3621/3622         Theory of Knowledge 2, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  IB Theory of Knowledge 1 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is unique to the IB Program and is an interdisciplinary 

requirement intended to stimulate critical reflection on the knowledge 

and experience gained inside and outside the classroom. The course 

challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of 

subjective and ideological biases, to develop the ability to analyze 

evidence that is expressed in rational argument. It is a key element in 

encouraging them to appreciate other cultural perspectives. 

 
3400 US Government .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to ensure that students are prepared to function 

as participating citizens in our society. The content will focus on the 

purposes of government, various theories of government, and how the 

political process works in the United States, both in the historical and 

contemporarycontexts. 

 
3420 or 3421/3422      U.S. Government, AP        .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed for the student who is capable of doing lower 

division college work. The AP American Government and Politics 

class will  address the following topics: 1) constitutional underpinnings 

of United States government; 2) political beliefs and behaviors; 3) 

political parties and interest groups; 4) the three branches of national 

government; 5) public policy making; and 6) civil liberties and civil 

rights. This course will prepare students for the advanced placement 

test in United States Government and Politics and will fulfill the 

graduation requirements for U.S.Government. 

 
0320 US Government, Fundamentals of    .5CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will follow the same scope and sequence as U.S. 

Government, using materials and activities adapted to individual 

student levels. The course will  help the student to work toward IEP/RTI 

goals and objectives based upon Alaska State Standards. Successful 

completion of this course meets the graduation requirement for US 

Governmentcredit. 

 
3301/3302 US History 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 11 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to be a survey of the history of our nation from 

reconstruction through the growth of the United States of America up 

to modern times. 

 
3311/3312 US History A  1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 11 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

U.S. History A will focus on the same scope and sequence as 

U.S. History. Emphasis will  be placed on strengtheningbasic 

academicskills. 



 
3331/3332 U.S. History, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This college level course is a comprehensive, in-depth study of United 

States History from 1780 to the present. This course is designed to 

provide students the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to 

assess historical material, weigh evidence and interpretations presented 

in historical material, arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed 

judgment, and to present reasons and evidence clearly and 

persuasively. At the completion of this course, students are eligible to 

take the College Board advanced placement test. Successful 

completion of this course earns the required United States History 

credit. 

 
0317/0318      US History, Fundamentals of          1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 11 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will follow the same scope and sequence as U.S. history 

using materials and activities adapted to individual student levels. The 

course will help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards. Successful completion 

of this course meets the graduation requirement for US Historycredit. 

 
3321/3322 US History, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Honors U.S. History is designed for students with specific interest in 

an accelerated curriculum in U.S. History. The course of study parallels 

the same established curriculum as U.S. History. 

 
3500 World Geography .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-10 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

World Geography is designed to develop effective and involved 

citizens who will utilize geographical concepts and facts in their lives. 

The student will incorporate the themes of geography within a variety 

of contexts. This course does not fulfill the World History graduation 

requirement. 

 
3201/3202 World  History 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to examine non-western and western area 

cultures of the world. The course will  cover Ancient Greek and Roman 

civilizations, world religions, nation-building, the Age of Reason, 

Revolutions, the World Wars, and ContemporaryIssues 

 
3211/3212 World  History A  1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 10 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

World Studies A will focus on the same scope and sequence as World 

Studies. Emphasis will be placed on strengthening basic academic 

skills. 

3231/3232 World  History, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to challenge the ambitious student who has the 

ability and interest in world history and is capable of doing lower 

division college level work. The purpose of this course is to develop 

greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contacts, 

in interaction with different types of human societies beginning with 

8000 B.C. through the present age. The course highlights the nature of 

changes in international frameworks and their causes and 

consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. Students 

will be prepared to take the College Board advanced placement test 

upon the completion of this course. Successful completion of this 

course earns the required World History credit. 

 
0313/0314     World History, Fundamentals of     1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 10 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course will  follow the same scope and sequence as World History, 

using materials and activities adapted to individual student levels. The 

course will help the student to work toward IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards. Successful completion 

of this course meets the graduation requirement for World History 

credit. 

 
3221/3222 World  History, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is for students who want the challenge of an accelerated 

curriculum in World History. 

 
3950 Youth Court  Service .5 CR 

Prerequisite: Pre-approval form completed and on file with 

guidance counselor. 
Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

The Youth Court Service course is designed to develop effective and 

involved citizens who apply legal concepts and facts in their lives. 

Students may receive credit for Mat-Su Youth Court involvement with 

the following requirements documented (See Youth Court Service 

Verification Log): 

¶ 24 hours of classroominstruction 

¶ Join the Mat-Su Youth Court 

¶ Pass the Youth Court BarExam 

¶ At least 70 hours of service including all aspects ofYouth 

Court. 



SCIENCE 
 

The purpose of a Lab Science is to develop experimental and 

investigative science skills. These courses are noted in the 

description. 

 

4580 Advanced Science Seminar .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 (Not for core credit, elective credit only) 

Repeatable:Y 

This upper division science course allows students to explore various 

topics in physics, chemistry, biology, or earth sciences. Students will 

research selected topics using libraries, internet, technology resources, 

computers, and interaction with science professionals. They will then 

design, construct, and present a project that deals with their topic. 

 
4550 Alaskan Wildlife  .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

In this course, students will have the opportunity to learn more about 

the animals of Alaska, both how they live and how we live with them. 

It includes an overview of the wildlife and fisheries resources in 

Alaska, their management and economic benefit to the state. This will 

NOT count as a laboratory science for college entrance requirements. 

 
4331/4332         Anatomy and Physiology 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1 & Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
This course provides an in depth study of vertebratesô body systems 

and physiological processes. Topics include classification, 

biochemistry, genetics, and comparative anatomy. Included are lab 

exercises with an emphasis on vertebrate animals, their systems and 

their comparisons, and relationships to humans. Dissections are a 

requirement of this course. Lab Science Updated 01/17 

 
4340 Astronomy .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course includes a study of the Earth-Moon system, the Solar 

System, stellar evolution, the galaxy, and the universe. An application 

of physics principles will  be incorporated in units of space exploration, 

navigation, and the telescope. Lab time may be required before orafter 

school hours. LabScience 

 
4350 Bacteriology .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 & Chemistry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

The skills and concepts of microbiology will be expanded with an 

emphasis on specialized laboratory techniques utilized to identify and 

classify bacteria.  Lab Science 

4201/4202 Biology 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Recommended Physical Science 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Biology introduces the basic foundation and principles of life science. 

Topics include: methods of investigation, classification, cell biology, 

DNA, genetics, biodiversity and ecology. Students will become 

familiar with the proper use of microscopes and dissection tools. Lab 

Science Updated 01/17 

 

4431/4432 Biology, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry or concurrent enrollment with 

Teacher Recommendation 
Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory 

biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. 

The two main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a 

conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an 

appreciation of science as a process. The following ideas will be 

developed: a grasp of science as a process rather than as an 

accumulation of facts; personal experience in scientific inquire 

recognition of unifying themes that integrate the major topics of 

biology; and application of biological knowledge and critical thinking 

to environmental and social concerns. Students will  be prepared to take 

the AP Biology exam.Lab Science Updated 01/17 

 
0421/0422          Biology, Fundamentals of 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI  

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course introduces the basic foundations and principles of life 

science based upon appropriate performance standards. Topics include 

methods of investigation, classification, genetics, and population 

dynamics. Lessons will  be aimed at working toward the State Standards 

for Science. Students will work toward their IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards. This course meets the 

graduation requirement for Biology.  Lab Science  Updated 01/17 

 
4221/4222 Biology, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 9 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course covers the same topics as biology, but at a more in depth 

level, and is appropriate as a pre-Advanced Placement Biology course. 

There is an emphasis on Organismal biology. Dissections are required. 

Lab Science. Updated 01/17 



 
4161/4162 Biology 1, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 11-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

A one-year course designed to prepare students for both the AP 

Biology and IB Biology exams. Four themes (Structure and Function, 

Universality vs. Diversity, Equilibrium, and Evolution) are used to 

unite a wide range of Biology concepts from the molecular to the 

system level. Students design and conduct biological experiments 

whenever appropriate. This does not cover the depth that is acquired in 

Course 2. Lab Science Rev.11/19/18 

 
4171/4172 Biology 2, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Chemistry or concurrent enrollment or Teacher 

Recommendation 
Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

A one-year course designed to prepare students for both the AP 

Biology and IB Biology exams. Four themes (Structure and Function, 

Universality vs. Diversity, Equilibrium, and Evolution) are used to 

unite a wide range of Biology concepts from the molecular to the 

system level. Students will design and conduct biological experiments 

when appropriate. LabScience Rev.11/19/18 

 
4321/4322 Chemistry 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 or Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
In this course the student studies the composition of matter including 

reaction of common elements, atomic structure, chemical bonding and 

theories. Students are expected to develop skills in problem solving and 

safe laboratory techniques and report writing. LabScience 

Updated 01/17 

 

4441/4442 Chemistry, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Chemistry & Algebra 2 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry 

course usually taken during the first college year. AP Chemistry is a 

rigorous and challenging course, which builds upon the foundation 

established in the first year high school chemistry course. Chemistry 

topics are covered in great depth and laboratory work and chemical 

problem solving make up and integral part of the course. Students will 

be prepared to take the AP Chemistry exam. Lab Science 

 
4601/4602 Chemistry 1, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Chemistry 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

IB Chemistry has an established broad ranging set of chemistry 

objectives as published by IB International. Students will review their 

earlier chemistry course as well as learn new material. This new 

material includes organic chemistry, energetics, kinetics, acids and 

bases, oxidation and reduction, a group 4 project, and a selection of two 

additional options, such as environmental chemistry. Students will 

continue developing skills in problem solving, safe laboratory 

techniques, and report writing. At the end of this course students may 

choose to be evaluated byIB International. This includes lab reports, a 

multiple choice test, and a written test. LabScience 

Rev. 11/19/18 

4611/4612 Chemistry 2, IB 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Chemistry 1 

Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is the same as IB Chemistry but covering material in a 

much greater depth.  This is a one-year course.  Lab Science 

Rev. 11/19/18 

 

4301/4302         Chemistry in the Community      1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 & Teacher Recommendation 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

The major concepts, basic vocabulary and laboratory skills of first year 

chemistry are taught by analyzing eight chemistry related technological 

issues. This course is designed primarily for students who plan to 

pursue non-science careers; however, it fully qualifies as a lab science 

course  for   general   college   entrance  requirements.   Lab  Science 
Updated01/17 

 

4401/4402 Conceptual Physics 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Physical Science & Algebra 1 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course covers the major topics of motion and electromagnetism. 

It is activity based in order to develop a conceptual understanding 

rather than mathematical descriptions of basic physics ideas. This 

course is designed primarily for students who plan to pursue non- 

science careers; however, it fully qualifies as a lab science course for 

general college entrance requirements.  Lab Science    Updated 01/17 

 

045x/045x          Daily Living Skills Science         1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is designed to increase studentsô understanding of science 

in their environment. This course is designed to meet the individual 

needs of the student in the area of Science, and help the student to work 

toward IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon Alaska State 

Standards and/or AlternateStandards. 

0451/0452 Daily Living Skills Science 1 1 CR 

0453/0454 Daily Living Skills Science 2 1 CR 

0455/0456 Daily Living Skills Science 3 1 CR 

 

4111/4112 Earth Science 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-10 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Earth Science is a detailed look at our planet and processes that have 

shaped it. The students will develop an understanding of the concepts, 

processes, theories, models, evidence and systems of earth and space 

sciences. During the one-year course, students will be exposed to 

important concepts in astronomy, meteorology, geology, and physical 

oceanography. The students will also develop an understanding of the 

processes and applications of scientific inquiry. The course is designed 

as a freshman level, laboratory based science course. Apvd. 04/19/2006 



0427/0428     Earth Science, Fundamentals of      1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course parallels the curriculum of Earth Science. The students will 

develop an understanding of the concepts, processes, theories, models, 

evidence and systems of earth and space sciences. During the one-year 

course, students will be exposed to important concepts in astronomy, 

meteorology, geology, and physical oceanography. The students will 

also develop an understanding of the processes and applications of 

scientific inquiry. The course is designed as a freshman level, 

laboratory based sciencecourse. 

 
4511/4512 Ecological Studies 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course provides a broad overview of the field of ecology, relating 

the subjects specifically to Alaska. Subjects covered in the course 

include energy flows, succession, biomes, population ecology, and 

Alaska flora and fauna. Major projects of the course include field 

studies on the subjects of plant succession, the relationship between 

White Spruce and the spruce bark beetle in the Glacier View area and 

vole population studies. Studies will include data collection, data 

analysis and scientific papers addressing the studentôs findings. Lab 

Science 

 

4530 Ecology .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course provides an overview of plant and animal ecology. 

Students will study the habitats, diversity, interactions, and 

management of plants and animals. Labs will include population 

studies and human impact on the environment.  Lab Science 

 
4521/4522         Environmental Science, AP         1 CR 

Prerequisite: 2 years of high school science & Teacher 

Recommendation 
Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a general environmental 

science course usually taken during the 1st year of college. AP 

Environmental Science provides students with the scientific principles, 

concepts and methodologies required to understand the 

interrelationships of the natural world. This course is interdisciplinary; 

it embraces a wide variety of scientific topics and areas of study. 

Students will  be prepared to take the AP Environmental Science exam. 

LabScience 

 

4531/4532 Environmental Systems & Societies, IB 1 

CR 

Prerequisite: Biology 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y (sci orss) 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is an interdisciplinary course designed by IB International. 

The course has defined set objectives divided by topics. Topics covered 

include 1) systems and models, 2)) the ecosystem, 3) human 

population, carry capacity, and resource use, 4) conservation and 

biodiversity, 5) pollution management, 6) the issue of global warming, 

and 7) environmental valued systems. Students will  be prepared to take 

a standard level IB exam at the end of the course. Lab Science. 

Rev. 11/19/18 

4380 Equine Science .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Equine Science is intended for the student who is interested in the 

biology of horses and how horses relate to society. Students who want 

to become animal scientists, veterinarians or vet technicians would be 

interested in this class. Recommended Course: Intro to Animal 

Science. Note: Course number change forFY11 

 
4570 Forces of Nature .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Volcanoes, earthquakes, weather phenomena, and other forces that that 

change the shape of the land will be explored, along with the use of 

natural resources such as oil and coal. This course will  NOT count as a 

lab science for collegeentrancerequirements. 

 
4710 Forensics 1 .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Forensic science is the application of basic biological, chemical and 

physical science principles and technological practices for the purposes 

of justice in the study of criminal and civil issues. The course is 

designed to integrate the core scientific disciplines while giving 

students both theory and hands-on experience with the skills and 

knowledge required of a forensic crime scene investigator. This 

multidisciplinary approach will highlight topics in genetics, anatomy, 

chemistry, physics, and investigative techniques with supplemental 

subject matter through case studies, technology and sociology. In 

addition, the ethical, legal, and social concerns surrounding forensics 

will be discussed. A strong emphasis will be placed on developing 

critical thinkingskills. 

 
4720 Forensics 2 .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Forensics 1 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Forensic Science 2 follows the successful completion of Forensics 1. 

This course will build upon the ideas and techniques developed in the 

previous course while delving further into the forensic process. 

Students will continue exploring skills of a forensic crime scene 

investigator in a hands-on manner. This multidisciplinary approach 

will expand upon topics in genetics, anatomy, chemistry, physics, and 

investigative techniques while introducing topics of DNA, 

entomology, and botany. Further investigation into the ethical, legal, 

and social concerns surrounding forensics will be examined. A 

comprehensive case analysis should accompany this course. 

 
4360 Genetics .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 & Biology 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course covers the science of heredity and variation. The genetic 

basis of biological individuality and diversity is explored. An overview 

of the different genetic disorders and usage of biotechnology will be 

included. Lab Science Updated01/17 



 

4560 Geology .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Geology students learn basic laboratory skills and measuring 

techniques, map reading, location of mineral deposits specifically in 

Alaska, mineralogy, rock identification, and historical geology. Lab 

Science 

 

043x/043x Life Skills Science 1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

The focus of this course will be on general science skills. These skills 

would include basic life science, physical science, and biology skills. 

This course is designed to meet the individual needs of the students 

and will help the students to work toward their IEP/RTI goals and 

objectives based upon Alaska State Standards and/or Alternate 

Standards. 

0431/0432 Life Skills Science 1 1 CR 

0433/0434 Life Skills Science 2 1 CR 

 

4540 Oceanography .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Topics to be explored in the study of the ocean include the following: 

ocean floor features, water chemistry, currents, tides, ecosystems, and 

human use. This will NOT count as a laboratory science for college 

entrance requirements. 

 
4101/4102 Physical Science 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

Grade: 9 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is an introduction to physics and chemistry. Topics 

include: SI units, structure of matter, the periodic table, chemical and 

physical change, laws of motion, mechanics, electricity, forces and 

energy. Students will develop quantitative, reasoning and research 

skills. Lab Science Updated01/17 

 
0415/0416   Physical Science, Fundamentals of    1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Active IEP/RTI 

Grade: 9 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course is an introduction to physics and chemistry based upon 

appropriate performance standards. Topics include structure of matter, 

chemical and physical changes, laws of motion, mechanics, 

measurement, electricity, and forces and energy. Lessons wil l be aimed 

at working toward the State Standards for Science. Students will work 

toward their IEP/RTI goals and objectives based upon Alaska State 

Standards. This course meets the graduation requirement for Physical 

Science.  LabScience 

 
4121/4122 Physical Science, Honors 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 & TeacherRecommendation 

Grade: 9-12 APS: 
Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This course covers the same topics as Physical Science, but at a 

more rapid pace, allowing more in depth coverage.  Lab Science 

4421/4422 Physics 1 CR 

Prerequisite: Algebra 2 or concurrent enrollment 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Students will develop an understanding of the basic principles of 

Newtonian Mechanics, fluids, thermodynamics, sound, light and optics 

and electromagnetism. The course is both conceptual and quantitative, 

and is meant for students who plan to pursue careers in math, science, 

engineering and technology.  LabScience 

 
4621/4622 Physics 1, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisites: Algebra 2 & 2 credits of Science 

Grades: 11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 
Elective science; first semester covers uncertainty in labs, vectors, 

Newtonian mechanics-how objects interact (force, linear, circular and 

rotational motion, energy, momentum, statics, etc.) using algebra and 

trigonometry. Application includes internal forces as observed in 

fluids. Second semester covers thermodynamics (heat, temperature, 

phases of matter, engines), simple harmonic motion, wave mechanics, 

electricity, magnetism, special relativity, quantum mechanics, and 

nuclear/particle physics. Students will work individually and in small 

and large groups. Assessments will be done based on individual work. 

Class participation and lab work is an integral part of the class. 
Apvd. 09/26/2006 

 

4641/4642 Physics 2, AP 1 CR 

Prerequisites: AP Physics 1 

Grades: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

AP Physics 2 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics 

course. Students cultivate their understanding of physics through 

inquiry-based investigations as they explore the topics: fluids; 

thermodynamics, electrical force, field and potential; electric circuits; 

magnetism and electromagnetic induction; geometric and physical 

optics; and quantum, atomic, nuclear physics. Students will work 

individually and in small and large groups. Assessments will be done 

based on individual work. Class participation and lab work is an 

integral part of the class. Rev. 02/07/18 

 
4621/4622 Physics 1, IB 1 CR 
Prerequisite: Algebra 2 or concurrent enrollment 

Grade:   11-12 APS: Y 
Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Elective science; first semester covers Newtonian mechanics ï how 

objects interact (force, linear motion, energy, collisions, etc.).Second 

semester covers thermodynamics 9 heat, temperature, phases of 

matter, engines), wave mechanics, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear 

physics (atomic structure, fusion, fission, etc.). Students will work 

individually and in small and large groups. Assessments will be done 

based on individual work. Class participation and lab work is an 

integral part of the class and complete a common project with other 

IB science students. A major project is due each semester and will 

likely involve rockets and Hot Wheels® cars. LabScience 
Rev. 02/07/18 



 

4631/4632       Physics 2 IB/AP C: Mechanic        1 CR 

Prerequisite: AP Physics B & Pre-Calculusor concurrent 

enrollment in Calculus levelcourse 
Grade: 12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

This is a calculus-based Physics course emphasizing mechanics in 

preparation for the AP C (mechanics only) or IB Physics test. Time 

and abilities permitting, electro-mechanics will be covered in 

preparation for the AP C electro-mechanics portion of the test. Course 

is optimized for those interested in pursuing a physical science, math, 

or engineering degree in college. Topics include propagation of 

uncertainties, single variable derivatives and integrals in physics 

applications such as linear motion, force, momentum, energy, and 

rotational motion and use of matrices for vector operations. Fluids, 

thermodynamics, and modern physics will be reviewed at the AP B 

level. Historical developments and Relativity will be explored at the 

IB 2 level. Time and abilities permitting, electro-mechanics will be 

covered using calculus. Students will work individually and in small 

and large groups. Assessments will  be done based on individual work. 

Class participation and lab work is an integral part of the class. 

Students will also participate in the IB Group 4 project-a lab 

experience involving other IB science disciplines pursuing a broad 

research question. Lab Science Rev.11/19/18 

 

4741/4742  Principles of  Archeological Science 1CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Archaeology is the study of past cultures and societies through 

investigation of their material remains. We will examine methods 

locating, mapping, collecting, cataloging, preserving, interpreting 

artifacts, and ultimately, using scientific method to learn from the 

past. We will study human cultural chronology from the time of the 

first human migrations into the Americas from Asia, European 

contact, Alaska Gold Rush, and into the present. This course will  also 

relate study to important social, economic and even ideological issues 

such as effects of climate change throughout human history, gathering 

and trade in food and natural resources, and cross-cultural exchange 

and legal protection of archeological materials and sites. We will  also 

examine exciting new technological discoveries in this field and how 

these affect our inquiries regarding thepast. 

 

4281/4282      Principles of Aviation Science     1CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

This course is recommended for persons interested in light plane 

aviation and in passing the FAA ground school test for a private 

pilotôs license. The course covers history, scientific method of 

inquiry and builds on knowledge of geology, meteorology, 

astronomy, and aeronautics. Students will also explore the physics 

of flight and the environments in which flight takes place. This 

includes investigating how things fly, how weather affects flight, 

and how pilots navigate. Students with high interest in science, math, 

and technology, or careers in aviation are encouraged to enroll. 
Apvd. 04/15/2010 

4261/4262       Principles of Technology 1       1 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Principles of Technology 1 is an introduction to the study of applied 

physics dealing with force, work, rate, resistance, energy, and power. 

In each unit four fundamental energy systems are investigated: 

mechanical, fluid, electrical, and thermal. Students successful in this 

course will be better prepared for careers related to science and 

engineering, automotive technology, manufacturing, and electronics. 

 
4271/4272 Principles of Technology 2        1CR 

Prerequisite: Principles of Technology 1 

Grade: 10-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Principles of Technology 2 is an advanced study of the mechanical, 

fluid, electrical, and thermal energy systems. Students apply the 

concepts of force, work, rate, resistance, energy and power to these 

systems. Students successful in this course will be better prepared for 

career related to science and engineering, automotive technology, 

manufacturing, and electronics. 

 
4010V/4020V Science, Foundations 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  N 

Science Foundations provides student with opportunities to develop 

the knowledge, skills, and strategies necessary for success in rigorous 

high school science courses. The course is appropriate for use as a 

remediation at the high school level or as a bridge to high school. 

 
4591/4592 Science Olympiad 1 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

Science Olympiad is a multilevel year long course, aligned to the 

National Science Standards and designed for students generally 

interested in competing in Science Olympiad or for students interested 

in pursuing a career in science. Each year the national committee 

chooses 23 events/tasks to be completed by teams of students. These 

events cover 5 major areas of science: Life Sciences, Earth and Space 

Sciences, Physical Sciences, Technology and Engineering and inquiry 

and the Natural Sciences. This course will focus on exploring the 

selected events and preparing for local, state and national competition. 

 

 

9450 Tech Savvy Classroom .5 CR 

Prerequisite: None 

Grade: 9-12 APS: N 

Repeatable: Y NCAA:  N 

The Tech Savvy class prepares students to support the technology needs 

of a modern high school. Teachers mentor students to address basic 

hardware, software, and online/networking issues. Students also 

collaborate with teachers to design technology infusedlessons. 
Apvd. FY16 

 
4370 Zoology .5 CR 

Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 & Biology 

Grade: 11-12 APS: Y 

Repeatable: N NCAA:  Y 

Major biological principles will be applied to the study of anatomy, 

physiology, taxonomy, natural history, and behavior of selected 

animals. Both vertebrates and invertebrates will be included. 

Dissection is a requirement of this course.  Lab Science    Rev. 01/17 






























































































































































































