REPORTS TO THE BOARD
o 2022 Capital Facilities Planning: Cory Plager (DA Davidson) will present on this
topic.
o Tumwater Virtual Academy: Kyle Grunenfelder and Andrew Landowski will
present on this topic.
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Assessed Valuation History

Tumwater School District

11 |

$6,395,234,346

2021

2021

2020

2019

6.6% AV
Growth

$5,998,182,800

$5,553,042,420

$5,157,821,440

2018

$4,876,633,807

2017
Instruction, County Asses

Public

$4,476,208,004

2016

$4,338,976,038

2015

gton, Office of Superintendent of

$4,120,597,363

Bond Assessed Valuation

2014
AMashin

State of Wash,

$3,897,877,159

2013

Source:

$4,108,432,154

2012

$4,377,389,879

2011

2. ODusitienn

$4,627,213,912

2010
A DAVIDSON
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Bond Projection Scenario 1

Tumwater School District
$85,000,000 Bond Projection, February 2022 Election
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Bond Projection Scenario 2

Tumwater School District
$100,000,000 Bond Projection, February 2022 Election
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ACTION ITEMS
o 2" Reading, Policy 3114-Part-Time, Home-Based, or Off-Campus Students:
Sean Dotson will present on this topic.
o George Washington Bush Middle School Renaming: Laurie Wiednmeyer will
present on this topic.




Policy 3114
Students

Tumwater School District
Board Policy

PART-TIME, HOME-BASED, OR OFF-CAMPUS STUDENTS

students Part time students are permitted to enroll and receive ancillary services, pro-
vided such students are otherwise eligible for full time enroliment in the school district;
and such courses/services are not available in the student's private school or an ap-
proved extension-thereef. Part-time status also includes any student, whe-s not enrolled
in a private school, and-who is receiving home-based instruction—Part-time-also-includes
students—wheo-are and taking courses at ene—of-eurschools or receiving ancillary ser-
vices from the district or both or any student 1nvo|ved in an approved work tralnlng pro-

Home-based Instruction shall consist of instructional and related educational activi-
ties, including the basic skills of occupational education, science, mathematics, lan-
guage, social studies, history, health, reading, writing, spelling, and the development of
an appreciation of art and music. Such instruction will be equivalent, as liberally con-
strued, to the total annual program hours per grade level as established for public
schools.

Each parent whose child is receiving home-based instruction has the duty to:

1. Ensure that test scores or annual academic progress assessments and immun-
ization records, as well as any other records, must-be are kept relating to the
student's instructional and educational activities. These records may be used by
the public school if the student wishes to discontinue home-based instruction.

2. Ensure that a standardized achievement test; approved by the State Board of
Education; must-be is administered annually to the student by a qualified individ-
ual or an annual assessment of the student's academic progress is written by a
certificated person who is currently working in the field of education. The stand-
ardized test results or the annual academic progress report shalt be made part of
the student's permanent records.

Parent Qualifications

Policy 3114 - Page 1 of 4



Policy 3114
Students

RCW 28A.225.010(4) requires that the instructional and educational activities be:

1. Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child(ren) only and is supervised
by a certificated person (Chapter 28A.410 RCW). The supervision consists of objec-
tives by the certificated person and the parent; a minimum each month of an aver-
age of one contact hour per week with the child being supervised by the certificated
person; and evaluation of such child’s progress by the certificated person. The
number of children supervised by the certificated person shall not exceed thirty: or

2. Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child(ren) only and who has either
earned forty-five college level credit hours or the equivalent in semester hours: or

3. Provided by a parent who has completed a course in home based instruction at a
post-secondary institution or a vocational-technical institute; or

4. Provided by a parent who is deemed sufficiently qualified to provide home based in-
struction by the superintendent of the local school district in which the child resides.

Home-based instruction may be provided by a parent who has filed a declaration of in-
tent with the superintendent by September 15, or within two (2) weeks of the beginning
of any quarter, trimester or semester. Parents may file their declaration of intent with the
school district in which they reside or in a school district that has accepted their student
pursuant to RCW 28A.225.225.

All decisions relating to philosophy or doctrine, selection of books, teaching materials
and curriculum, and methods, timing, and place in the provision or evaluation of home-
based instruction shall be the responsibility of the parent except as set forth in the
signed declaration of intent. Failure of a parent to comply with the standards as speci-
fied in this policy shall constitute a violation of the compulsory attendance law.

Legal References: RCW 28A.225.220 Adults, children from other districts,
agreements for attending school
— Tuition
28A.225.225 Applications to attend nonresident
district
28A.195.010 Private schools — Extension

programs for parents to teach

Policy 3114 - Page 2 of 4
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28A.225.010

28A.200.010

28A.200.020

Policy 3114
Students

children in their custody — Scope
of state control — Generally

Attendance mandatory — Age —
Persons having custody shall
cause child to attend public
school — Exceptions

Home-based instruction — Duties of
parents

Home-based instruction — Certain
decisions responsibility of parent




RCW 28A.150.350

WAC 302-121-182

392-134-010

ADOPTED: 1995
REVISED: 1998; 2008: October 24, 2013

Policy 3114 - Page 4 of 4
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Part-time students — Defined —
Enrollment authorized —
Reimbursement for costs--
Funding authority recognition--
Rules

Enrollment time credit-off-campus —
Alternative Learning Experiences
— Study time off-campus
Instruction Requirements

Attendance rights of part-time public
‘school students




Policy 3114
Students

Tumwater School District
Board Policy

PART-TIME, HOME-BASED, OR OFF-CAMPUS STUDENTS

The district shall permit the enrollment of and provide ancillary services for part time
students, provided such students are eligible for full time enroliment in the school dis-
trict, and such courses/services are not available in the student's private school or an
approved extension thereof. Part-time includes any student who is not enrolled in a pri-
vate school and who is receiving home-based instruction. Part time also includes stu-
dents who are taking courses at one of our schools or receiving ancillary services from
the district or both, or any student involved in a work training program approved by the
Board. Enrollment for such students will be on a space available basis and parents may
be required to provide transportation.

Home-based Instruction shall consist of:

1. Planned and supervised instructional and related educationai activities including the
basic skills of occupational education, science, mathematics, language, social stud-
ies, history, health, reading, writing, spelling, and the development of an appreciation
of art and music.

2. 450 hours per year of instruction for Kindergarten
900 hours per year of instruction for Grades 1-3
990 hours per year of instruction for Grades 4-8
1,080 hours per year of instruction for Grades 9-12

3. Test scores or annual academic progress assessments and immunization records,
as well as any other records, must be kept relating to the student's instructional and
educational activities. These records may be used by the public school if the stu-
dent wishes to discontinue home-based instruction.

4. A standardized achievement test, approved by the State Board of Education, must
be administered annually to the student by a qualified individual or an annual as-
sessment of the student's academic progress written by a certificated person who is
currently working in the field of education. The standardized test results or the annu-
al academic progress report shall be made part of the student's permanent records.

Parent Qualifications

RCW 28A.225.010(4) requires that the instructional and educational activities be:

1. Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child(ren) only and is supervised
by a certificated person (Chapter 28A.410 RCW). The supervision consists of objec-
tives by the certificated person and the parent; a minimum each month of an aver-
age of one contact hour per week with the child being supervised by the certificated
person; and evaluation of such child's progress by the certificated person. The
number of children supervised by the certificated person shall not exceed thirty; or

2. Provided by a parent who is instructing his or her child(ren) only and who has either
earned forty-five college level credit hours or the equivalent in semester hours; or

Policy 3114 - Page 1 of 3




Policy 3114
Students

3. Provided by a parent who has completed a course in home based instruction at a
post-secondary institution or a vocational-technical institute: or

4. Provided by a parent who is deemed sufficiently qualified to provide home based in-
struction by the superintendent of the local school district in which the child resides.

The following procedures shall be utilized for the evaluation of parental requests to pro-
vide home-based schooling to their own children in lieu of attending Tumwater Public
Schools.

1. A parent requesting to provide home-based instruction to his/her own child(ren) shall
file with the Tumwater School District Office no later than September 15th annually or
within two weeks of the beginning of any semester for middle and/or high school stu-
dents as specified by state law and district policy.

2. The statement shall include:
a. The intent to provide home-based instruction.
- b. The means by which all legal requirements will be met, including but not lim-
ited to parental instructional qualifications, per state law and district policy.

All decisions relating to philosophy or doctrine, selection of books, teaching materials
and curriculum, and methods, timing, and place in the provision or evaluation of home-
based instruction shall be the responsibility of the parent except as set forth in the
signed declaration of intent. Failure of a parent to comply with the standards as speci-
fied in this policy shall constitute a violation of the compulsory attendance law.

Legal References: RCW 28A.225.220 Adults, children from other districts,
agreements for attending school
— Tuition
28A.225.225 Applications to attend nonresident
district
28A.195.010 Private schools — Extension

programs for parents to teach
children in their custody — Scope
of state control — Generally

28A.225.010 Attendance mandatory — Age —
Persons having custody shall
cause child to attend public
school — Exceptions

28A.200.010 Home-based instruction — Duties of
parents
28A.200.020 Home-based instruction — Certain

decisions responsibility of parent
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RCW 28A.150.350

WAC 392-121-182

392-134-010

ADOPTED: 1995
REVISED: 1998; 2008; October 24, 2013
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y Tumwater
School District

Dr. Sean Dotson 621 Linwood Avenue SW Tumwater, WA 98512-6847

Superintendent (360Q) 709-7000 www.tumwater.k12.wa.us
TO: Tumwater School District Board of Directors
FROM: Laurie Wiedenmeyer on behalf of the BMS Renaming Committee
DATE: June 11, 2021

Capital Projects:
(360) 709-7005
Financial Services:
(360) 709-7010
Human Resources:
(360) 709-7020
Payroll/Benefits:
(360) 709-7029
Student Learning:
(360) 709-7030
Special Services:
(360) 709-7040

The BMS Renaming Committee met on May 13, 2021 at Bush Middle School. The
Committee is comprised of:

e Sierra Hahn-Browne, BMS 8" Grader

e Lucy Mendoza, BMS Parent

e Leeann Mueller, BMS History Teacher

e Shawn Guthrie, BMS Principal

¢ Kathleen Clark, TSD Resident and owner of 5-acres of the Bush property

e Don Trosper, Public History Manager — Olympia Tumwater Foundation

¢ Laurie Wiedenmeyer, TSD Director of Communications & Community Relations

At the meeting, Kathleen and Don presented information and research that show that
George Bush that settled in Tumwater had no middle name. Census materials from
Missouri show him registered as George Bush, copies of his will show his name as
George Bush. There are no documents or recordings that show that Washington was
part of this name. There is speculation that there was a case of mistaken identity along
the way as there was a settler in Centralia whose name was George Washington, also
a man of color, and that someone added Washington to our local George's name.

It was also discussed the that photo that we typically use in displays of George Bush is
actually an artist’s rendering of what “he may have looked like”.

Attached you will find some documents that reinforce the information provided at the
meeting. You will also find attached a letter of support for the change of name of the
school from our student representative on the committee as well as one from the
Washington State Historical Society. Of importance to note is that the Washington
State Capitol is establishing a monument honoring George Bush.

It is the recommendation of the committee that the Board consider renaming George
Washington Bush Middle School to George Bush Middle School in order to reflect the
correct historic name.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MELISSA BEARD DARBY KAIKKONEN ~ SCOTT KILLOUGH  LAURIE SALE CASEY TAYLOR

“Continuous Student Learning in a Caring, Engaging Environment”



WASHINGTON STATE 1911 Pacific Avenue

HISTORICAL Tacoma, WA 98402
SOCIETY Tel: 253.272.3500

Fax: 253.272.9519
washingtonhistory.org

June 8, 2021

Tumwater School Board
621 Linwood Ave. SW
Tumwater, Wa 98512

Dear Members of the Tumwater School Board,

We applaud the district’s prior decision to name a school in honor of Black pioneer George

Bush. George Bush helped establish one of the first non-indigenous American settlements in
Washington. George, his wife Isabella and others traveled the Oregon Trail to escape
discrimination in Missouri, only to arrive in the Oregon Country to find that newly adopted racist
laws prohibited Black settlers. Continuing north of the Columbia River, they established a farm
called Bush Prairie near today’s Tumwater. The Bush family was known to be generous and
welcoming, and are credited with saving the lives of fellow settlers with food from their farm
during the famine of 1852. This first settlement drew other pioneers and furthered the claim of
this area by the United States. His son, William Owen Bush, served in the first Washington State
legislature (1880 — 1890) and helped found Washington State University.

Recent scholarship initiated by the Office of the Secretary of State indicates that the middle
name “Washington™ has been incorrectly ascribed to George Bush — perhaps resulting from a
conflation with another Black pioneer in Washington, George Washington of Centralia. While
the Washington State Historical Society has not commissioned in-depth research into this topic,
our review of the historical record across time supports the conclusions of the Office of the
Secretary of State.

We are in support of removing the middle name of “Washington™ when referring to Black
pioneer George Bush of Tumwater as doing so is in accordance with current scholarship.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Kilmer
Director
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Nobody Actually Knows What
George Bush Looked Like

- DNA attempts to tell us the story

by Dr. Jewell Lorenz Dunn, Olympia Branch Researcher

My interest in George Bush, pioneer of
Washington Territorial fame, started when
I undertook a family research project
on the David Kindred family, The David®
Kindred family journeyed with George
Bush on the pioneer trail from Missouri to
Oregon Territory in 1844-45, Bush is most
recognizable as one of the earliest men of

color to own property in Thurston County— .

Bush Prairie in southern Thurston County
is named for him. The interest reemerged
when I visited the 2015 archaeclogical dig
at the Bush Donation Land Claim by a class
from The Evergreen State College.

Background: Early Writings
about George Bush

The community at large and the Bush family
have split ideas on the ethnicity of George
Bush. There have been many stories written
about New Market (now Tumwater) pioneer,
George Bush, Some of them true, and

some of them fictional. We know he was a
man of color, as several historical records
designated him as either black or mulatto.
His family, mainly his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, claimed George was

of West Indies descent.! There is not much
commentary by his immediate sons about
his ethnicity. Most interviews were done with
later generations,

The writings of his acquaintances associated
him heavily with the African-American
community. Many post-1900 writers and
historians have written different accounts

P - o TRNUSS ENY RR PR IO IR SR | I 1 FEI T S

Washington Territory just a few years apart.
The subsequent example of this is Samuel
Patrick’s depiction of what George Bush might
have looked like. The sketch of George Bush
was drawn by Patrick, who worked as a staff
artist for the Los Angeles Times in the late
1960s and early 1970s. The newspaper ran a
series of columns about black pioneers and
George Bush was included. The likeness has
been replicated so often now some people
think it really is a likeness of George Bush,
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Territory. Many of these writings contain appeared under the booklet series title They
numearous maccuracies Wthh Cal’ry no Had a Dream? The Column about George
documentation and have been replicated over Bysh was published in 19732 No known
and over again. likeness of George Bush has been found in

the Bush Family memorabilia or with other
pioneer families associated with him. These
ideas and writings are part of what prompted
the DNA project.

The first example of these inaccuracies is the
combination of George Bush and George
Washington as the same person. Both
gentleman were of color and arrived in the

Yo Alfican-/m rs were orten ‘for each other, it is my first
s5i5 that the depiction of George Bush by Patrick is actually.a depiction of George-
hington, pioneer of Centralia. ' e |

“two African-American pioneérs ere often mistak

Was

When the DNA project started it was my notion that the DNA test of multiple Bush ancestors. |
* ‘would answer the question of his ethnicity. Not only would it show the ethnicity, but it would
uneguivocally tell us the origin of the Bush clan. : -

Support of the Hypothesis

The support for my fist hypothesis comes
from the comparison of Patrick’s depiction

of George Bush, to a newspaper photo of
George Washington. If you look at them
side-by-side they look like the same person.
Furthermore, about 40 years after Bush's
death, articles and stories began running
with the name George Washington Bush, a
fabricated combination of the two pioneers’
names. There is no historical record showing
George Bush had a middle name. I believe the
confusion over the photo and the compound
name became commonplace.

George Washington, Semuel Patrick’s sketch of
Centralia, WA pioneer. what George Bush might
have looked like,

EarlieSt Bush Documentatioh

The earliest substantiated documentation of  stated in the record that they were both of
George Bush and Isabella James Bush starts in  lawful age but did not indicate ethnicity. John
1830 with the Clay County, Missouri Federal P. Smith was one of four justices of Marshall
Census.* Also found in Clay County, Missouri  Township which was located just south of

is the marriage of George Bush and Ibby Buchanan County. These boundaries were
James. They were married by John P. Smith, formed in 1838 by what was known as the
Justice of the Peace on July 4, 1830.° It was Platte Purchase (Missouri).

The only outside documentation other than family lore for George
Bush's birth date are the 1830, 1840, 1850 & 1860 censuses:

1830 Clay County, Missouri® 1790 — 1800 nfa
1840 Jefferson Tb‘vp;éllip, Buchanan Co., Missouri’ 1785 —.1_80_5 - bl
1850 Lewis County, Oregon Territory® 1794 Virginia

1860 _Ol_yrniipia', Tl_ui_rsto'n qu;gty,'Washin_g'.t{i:r_;:ferritow‘? 179{) 1 .",Pennsy!iray'ﬁ.af_




Analysis: DNA Testing & Results

In order to prove or disprove the hypothesis
of George Bush's ethnicity, we had to trace
descendants. Combing through public and
private records, we were able to locate four
direct living descendants to participate in
our George Bush DNA project, We used

autosomal DNA tests from AncestryDNA to
capture and compare the results, We also
located and involved several people who
took tests for exclusionary reasons, to assure
there were no other ancestors from whom the
participants could get African or India DNA.

The DNA analysis of the descendants are as follows:

GGGG Grandson
oL Bleled Gfﬁﬁﬁdéﬁghter

GGG Granddaughter
i§ _GGG Grandson

1% Africa North

2% Africa North - _ _

4% (3% BenhﬂTago. 1% Africa North)

3% (1% Senegal, 1% A'fafié_a South, 1% Bantu

The DNA drawn and tested from the :
participants has the percentages of African
DNA you would expect from someone whose
great-great-great grandfather was African
American. They fall into the 2-4% which would

be about half of the 6.25% of the great-great
grandfather or grandmothet, as shown in the
chart below. All signs indicate George Bush
indeed was African American, but this is still

grandfatlr 1

gre at- uﬁ“ great_
grandfather grandmather,

grandmather

great-great
grandfather

not conclusive,
great-great
grandmother,

brother f sistar

niece f nephew|

grand-
nleca f nephew

son fdaughter

J

grand-
daughter f son

Chart from ISOGG website: hit

We were lucky to have these participants
available for our project. If the project had
taken place years later we might've not
had anyone available for testing. This is
monumental as DNA results have a huge
drop off between five and six generations

Conclusion

org/wiki/Autosomal DNA_statistics

for autosomal DNA. The two items which
worked against us for this project were having
nobody to test for straight Y-DNA and the
X-DNA, which in our case, could not be
passed down through George Bush’s mother
to the present.




The first conclusion drawn from the period William Owen and John Shotwell died.
supporting textual research is that many The length of time they have been buried, and
people lumped the two pioneers of color into  the embalming practices of their time, might
one person. Thence George Bush and George  not leave a viable DNA sample to extract.
Washington became George Washington
Bush. It is still difficult to change and correct
all the information already out therg, in print
and online,

The other issue is the sample cluster used
by AncestryDNA and other DNA testing
companies. It is common knowledge, none
of the DNA testing labs have a large cluster
The second conclusion is we will never be sampling of DNA from India at this time, so
able to know through DNA the exact ethnicity ~questions of Bush's potential West Indies
or origin of George Bush. The most concrete  origin remain unanswered. There may be

reason being: we do not have a lineal male additional matches which become available
descendant to take a Y-DNA test. The only with further cluster sampling in India by
way to get a Y-DNA sample would be to the major DNA companies in the future.

exhume William Owen Bush or John Shotwell  This could alter the results of the Bush DNA
Bush to extract a DNA sample. This in itself project.
would be problematic because of the time
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A legend was told about a local farmer who lost his favorite Bible while mending a fence in the “back
40.” Two weeks later he was amazed when one of his cows came up to him carrying the Bible in her
mouth. The farmer took the book from the cow’s mouth, raised his eyes toward Heaven, and
proclaimed, “It's a miracle!” To his further surprise the cow spoke, and said, “Not really. Your name is
written inside on the front cover.”

Guess Who Came to Dinner at the Bush Farm

(899 words)

| love discovering stories from family folklore—stories passed down through the
generations which are probably based on true life experiences but may be “enhanced” as they
are passed down. It is not easy, and sometimes impossible to confirm the facts of the event.
Researchers are often frustrated when they can’t cross-reference stories through multiple
sources, but those of us who love the legends and stories are enthused about telling them, as
long as we let those hearing them know clearly that it may be truth, legend, or a combination of
both. With that knowledge, let’s share some folklore from a family that is an honored part of
Tumwater history, the George and Isabella Bush family.

The Bush farm was located on nearly 800 acres of prairie land, part of which is today the
Olympia Regional Airport. We often tell the historical facts about the Bush family, the mixed-
race black family who helped inspire the Simmons/Bush party to travel the Oregon Trail in 1844
to the Oregon Territory. The race issues had taken hold on the American side south of the
Columbia River. The provisional government would not allow people of color to settle there,
prompting the Simmons/Bush party to decide to settle on the north side controlled by the
British Hudson’s Bay Company. In doing so, they founded the first permanent American
community in what is today Tumwater. They helped blaze the northern extension of the
Oregon Trail, known as the Cowlitz Trail from Cowlitz Landing (near today’s Toledo in Lewis
County), to Tumwater. Old Highway 99 later generally followed this route. An oasis on that trail
was the Bush farm, where weary travelers were warmly welcomed. Many of those folks




experienced the generosity of the Bush family with a place to shelter for the night, enjoy a
meal, and often receiving loaned seed, tools, and advice regarding the local area in the south
Puget Sound.

Bush descendant Belle Twohy related the family story about one of those visitors. It was
about a lone man on a horse coming off the trail who stopped at the farm to water his horse on
his way to Olympia. The family didn’t know who he was, but true to their nature they invited
him to stay for dinner, which the man accepted. After finishing his meal, he tried to pay Mr.
Bush for the service, but George and Isabella explained that they never took money from
people passing through on their journey north. Their visitor then explained to them who he
was, that he was Isaac Stevens, the first governor of the new territory of Washington traveling
to Olympia to assume his duties of his office. He tried to donate to the generous family, but
they steadfastly would not accept payment despite his status. Stevens so appreciated the warm
welcome and hospitality that he found a sneaky way to express his gratefulness. When Isabella
later cleared the dishes from the table after the honored visitor left she found a twenty-dollar
gold piece under his plate.

An added historical note about George Bush is a description of what he looked like,
since we have no known photograph of either him or his wife; we only have a drawing of an
artist’s conception of how he may have appeared. That drawing does not match the photos we
have of his children or what his descendants said he looked like. The family described George as
6 feet tall with broad shoulders, dark eyes, a Roman nose, and a heavy beard. He weighed
about 180 pounds, was quite rugged but soft spoken. George played an important role in our
state’s history, but never showed an interest in politics, although his oldest son, William Owen
Bush certainly did. He was elected as a legislator in the first State of Washington House of
Representatives. His parents would have been proud to know that their son was elected by his
peers who respected his honorable character.

Great-granddaughter Emma, whose father was John Shotwell Bush, shared some family
tradition and memories when they resided on the farm in later years. She said,

We used to ship some of our farm produce in to Olympia on the train, which was called
the “democrat wagon.” It came right through our place, which was a station, and it
would usually leave a box car here. Our post office was in Olympia [actually in
Tumwater] for many years, at Charles Hewitt's drug store. He was the postmaster.
When rural delivery came our mail was sent from Tumwater. The Hewitt family were
also among good friends, My father would go into Olympia once a week for provisions.
We had a heavy-duty wagon, a two-sided carriage and a buggy. The trip to Olympia,
which was about 6 miles, tock us a little over an hour. The highway was called the
county road.




Don notes for Bush Farm (5-4-21)

We're standing by the Bush family historical kiosk, a marker located just off Old Highway 99
and 88™ Ave. It honors the family for whom Bush Prairie is named; George and Isabella Bush
and their children. The family was the key reason the Simmons/Bush party moved north of the
Columbia into British controlled country to found the town that is today Tumwater, making it
the first permanent American community in what is today the State of Washington. The Bush
family was of mixed race (part black). and weren't allowed to settle on the American south side
of the Columbia River.

We don’t have a photo of George Bush, this is an artist’s conception. He probably more
resembled his sons, shown in this photo.

The only way they could develop their own farm was to move north into the British Hudson’s
Bay Company area north of the Columbia River. Here they began a very productive farming
operation on this prairie land.

The generosity of the Bush family assisted many struggling early settlers, gaining much respect
and loyalty, so much so that those early territorial settlers petitioned the U.S. Congress to allow
the Bush family to legally own their farm land. That petition was approved.

The second generation to own and run the farm was William Owen Bush. He was later elected a
member of the first State Legislature...helped influence the creation of the first agricultural
college that became WSU...and won national prizes and awards for the crops grown on this very
farm. He was a tremendous promoter of Washington State agriculture around the nation.

There was a one-room Bush schoolhouse here, a stop for the narrow gauge railway, and
eventually the Pacific Coast Highway, or Old Highway 99, came through the property. The
Olympia Airport is located across the highway, which was largely Bush farm land.

Today, none of the original Bush farm buildings or houses remain, although there have been
archaeological digs performed, The original Bush Butternut Tree survived until May 1, 2021 on a
5 acre lot near where the house and barn once sat.

The Bush family and farm site has more than local historical significance. It is also an important
part of Washington State’s history.
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B-OARD DISCUSSION
o Equity Update: Scott Killough will present on this topic.




