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Figure 1. Aerial view of the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough School District, 2022. 
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Figure 2. Distribution of schools in Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District. 

There are between 

100 and 200 new 

residential units 

built a year in the 

district.  

The district covers 

25,000 sq. miles 

and there is an 

estimated popula-

tion in the dis-

trict of 110,986.  

During the next 

decade, the Bor-

ough’s population 

could grow by 

29,256 persons.  
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LONG-RANGE  

PROJECTION ANALYSIS 

Figure 3. District K-12 Enrollment, 1986-2022. 
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Figure 4. Demographic vendor data comparisons, 2021-2025.  

Demographic Vendor Data Projections for Mat-Su Schools 

  

Overall Population 
Change 2021-2025 

Age 0-4 Population 
Change 2021-2025 

Age 5-14 Population 
Change 2021-2025 

Age 15-17 Population 
Change 2021-2025 

Vendor 1 1.9% 6.2% -1.8% 4.0% 

Vendor 2 9.8% 12.0% 3.0% 3.4% 

Vendor 3 5.0% 3.8% -1.2% 7.6% 

Average 5.5% 7.3% 0.0% 5.0% 
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Figure 5. District Kindergarten Enrollment, 1989-2026. 
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Figure 6. District births, 1990-2022. 

(

Figure 7. Grade-by-grade changes, 2013-2022. 
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Figure 8. District K-12 enrollment projections, 2023-2032 
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Figure 10. Aggregate enrollment at Eastern schools, 2023-2032.  

Figure 9. Aggregate enrollment at Western schools, 2023-2032.  
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Figure 11. Aggregate enrollment at Central schools, 2023-2032.  
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Figure 13. Trapper Creek Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 15. Su-Valley High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 12. Talkeetna Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 14. Su-Valley Junior High School enrollment projections. 

WESTERN ZONE 
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Figure 17. Meadow Lakes Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 19. Houston Junior High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 16. Big Lake Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 18. Willow Elementary School enrollment projections. 

WESTERN ZONE 
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Figure 21. Dena’ina Elementary  School enrollment projections. 

Figure 23. Redington High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 20. Houston High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 22. Redington Junior High School enrollment projections. 

WESTERN ZONE 
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Figure 25. Swanson Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 27. Sutton Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 24. Butte Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 26. Sherrod Elementary School enrollment projections. 

EASTERN ZONE EASTERN ZONE 
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Figure 29. Palmer High School enrollment projections. Figure 28. Palmer Junior Middle School enrollment projections. 

EASTERN ZONE 
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Figure 33. Iditarod Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 35. Knik Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 32. Snowshoe Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 34. Goose Bay Elementary School enrollment projections. 

CENTRAL ZONE CENTRAL ZONE 
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Figure 37. Wasilla High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 39. Larson Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 36. Wasilla Middle School enrollment projections. 

Figure 38. Cottonwood Creek Elem School enrollment projections. 

CENTRAL ZONE 
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Figure 41. Tanaina Elementary  School enrollment projections. 

Figure 43. Finger Lake Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 40. Machetanz Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 42. Teeland Middle School enrollment projections. 

CENTRAL ZONE 
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Figure 45. Shaw Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 47. Colony High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 44. Pioneer Peak Elementary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 46. Colony Middle School enrollment projections. 

CENTRAL ZONE 
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Figure 49. Beryozova School enrollment projections. 

Figure 51. Mat-Su Central enrollment projections. 

Figure 48. Burchell High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 50. Glacier View School enrollment projections. 

OTHER SCHOOLS 
CENTRAL ZONE 
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Figure 53. Mat-Su Secondary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 55. Mat-Su Career Tech School enrollment projections. 

Figure 52. Mat-Su Day School enrollment projections. 

Figure 54. Mat-Su-M-College enrollment projections. 

OTHER SCHOOLS 
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Figure 56. Valley Pathways School enrollment projections. 

OTHER SCHOOLS 
OTHER SCHOOLS 
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Figure 60. District enrollment projections for the Western zone, by 
school, for 2022-2032. The first column, 2021-22, is the current 
school year’s actual enrollment. 

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 16,891 17,060 17,231 17,404 17,579 17,756 17,934 18,115 18,298 18,483 18,670

Medium 16,891 16,981 17,072 17,164 17,256 17,349 17,443 17,537 17,632 17,728 17,825

Low 16,891 16,899 16,907 16,916 16,924 16,933 16,942 16,951 16,961 16,970 16,980

Talkeetna E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 85 82 86 81 78 77 78 78 78 78 78

Medium 85 82 85 79 77 75 76 75 75 75 74

Low 85 81 84 78 75 73 73 72 72 71 71

Trapper Creek E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 17 19 19 19 18 17 17 18 17 17 18

Medium 17 19 18 18 18 17 17 17 17 17 17

Low 17 19 18 18 18 16 16 16 16 16 16

Willow E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 125 121 125 126 124 124 123 125 124 124 125

Medium 125 121 124 124 121 121 120 120 119 119 119

Low 125 120 123 122 119 117 116 116 114 114 113

Big Lake E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 332 319 319 330 330 339 335 340 339 340 341

Medium 332 317 315 325 323 330 325 328 325 324 324

Low 332 315 312 319 316 322 315 316 312 309 307

Meadow Lakes E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 260 252 265 278 292 291 294 298 295 297 298

Medium 260 251 262 273 286 284 285 288 284 284 284

Low 260 250 259 269 280 277 276 278 272 271 269

Dena'ina E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 385 380 384 397 398 411 407 413 411 412 414

Medium 385 378 380 391 390 400 395 398 395 394 393

Low 385 376 376 385 382 390 382 384 378 375 373

Beryozova School 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 30 32 33 34 35 36 35 37 36 35 38

Medium 30 32 32 33 34 35 34 36 34 33 36

Low 30 32 32 33 33 34 33 35 33 32 34

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 16,891 17,060 17,231 17,404 17,579 17,756 17,934 18,115 18,298 18,483 18,670

Medium 16,891 16,981 17,072 17,164 17,256 17,349 17,443 17,537 17,632 17,728 17,825

Low 16,891 16,899 16,907 16,916 16,924 16,933 16,942 16,951 16,961 16,970 16,980

Su-Valley J.H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 110 98 86 101 103 114 107 104 99 98 96

Medium 110 97 85 99 101 111 104 101 95 93 91

Low 110 97 84 98 98 108 101 97 91 89 87

Houston J.H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 316 312 324 326 315 323 350 363 368 359 358

Medium 316 310 321 321 309 315 339 350 353 343 340

Low 316 309 317 316 302 307 328 337 338 326 322

Redington J.H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 287 277 289 284 304 297 315 314 324 316 315

Medium 287 276 287 281 300 292 308 306 315 306 304

Low 287 274 285 278 295 286 301 298 306 296 293

Su-Valley H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 98 120 126 119 124 111 111 121 121 126 119

Medium 98 119 124 117 121 107 107 116 115 119 111

Low 98 118 122 114 118 104 103 110 109 112 104

Houston H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 368 395 382 363 379 387 384 383 386 401 409

Medium 368 392 378 356 369 375 370 366 366 379 384

Low 368 390 373 349 360 363 355 349 347 356 359

Redington H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 287 297 307 324 295 279 261 235 243 250 256

Medium 287 295 304 318 288 271 251 225 231 236 240

Low 287 293 300 311 280 261 241 214 219 222 224

Burchell H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 239 217 218 224 220 221 222 221 221 221 221

Medium 239 217 218 224 220 221 222 221 221 221 221

Low 239 217 218 224 220 221 222 221 221 221 221
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Figure 61. District enrollment projections for the Central zone, by 
school, for 2022-2032. The first column, 2021-22, is the current 
school year’s actual enrollment. 

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 16,891 17,060 17,231 17,404 17,579 17,756 17,934 18,115 18,298 18,483 18,670

Medium 16,891 16,981 17,072 17,164 17,256 17,349 17,443 17,537 17,632 17,728 17,825

Low 16,891 16,899 16,907 16,916 16,924 16,933 16,942 16,951 16,961 16,970 16,980

Snowshoe E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 318 319 333 332 339 351 339 344 345 345 352

Medium 318 318 330 328 333 342 329 333 332 331 336

Low 318 316 327 323 327 334 320 322 319 316 320

Iditarod E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 368 375 380 394 401 397 396 397 397 399 407

Medium 368 373 377 389 394 388 385 384 383 383 388

Low 368 372 373 383 386 379 373 371 368 366 369

Goose Bay E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 284 288 291 277 280 283 280 284 284 287 293

Medium 284 287 288 273 275 276 272 275 273 275 279

Low 284 285 285 269 269 270 264 265 263 263 266

Knik E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 264 251 279 312 330 335 318 321 324 321 327

Medium 264 250 276 307 324 328 310 311 313 308 312

Low 264 249 273 303 318 320 301 301 301 295 298

Larson E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 375 368 363 371 367 377 367 370 372 372 379

Medium 375 367 359 366 360 368 357 358 359 357 362

Low 375 365 356 361 354 359 347 346 345 342 345

Cottonwood Creek E.S.2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 398 386 387 408 410 420 412 415 416 417 425

Medium 398 384 384 402 403 410 400 401 401 400 405

Low 398 382 380 396 395 400 388 387 385 382 386

Tanaina E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 344 359 372 373 371 372 369 370 371 372 379

Medium 344 357 368 368 365 363 359 358 357 357 362

Low 344 356 365 363 358 354 348 346 344 342 345

Machetanz E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 447 435 443 446 443 436 433 435 436 438 446

Medium 447 433 439 440 435 426 421 421 419 419 425

Low 447 431 435 434 427 415 409 407 403 401 404

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 16,891 17,060 17,231 17,404 17,579 17,756 17,934 18,115 18,298 18,483 18,670

Medium 16,891 16,981 17,072 17,164 17,256 17,349 17,443 17,537 17,632 17,728 17,825

Low 16,891 16,899 16,907 16,916 16,924 16,933 16,942 16,951 16,961 16,970 16,980

Finger Lake E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 370 364 364 357 352 342 343 343 343 345 351

Medium 370 362 361 352 346 334 334 332 331 331 335

Low 370 361 357 347 339 326 324 321 318 317 319

Pioneer Peak E.S.2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 495 493 489 493 492 469 471 474 472 476 484

Medium 495 490 485 486 483 459 458 459 455 456 462

Low 495 488 480 479 474 448 445 444 438 437 440

Shaw E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 497 493 494 472 482 487 467 474 477 476 485

Medium 497 491 490 466 473 476 454 459 460 457 464

Low 497 488 485 459 465 465 442 444 443 438 442

Mat-Su Central School2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 2,152 2,071 2,048 2,041 2,102 2,153 2,205 2,239 2,250 2,280 2,309

Medium 2,152 2,062 2,030 2,014 2,065 2,105 2,146 2,169 2,170 2,189 2,207

Low 2,152 2,052 2,010 1,985 2,026 2,055 2,085 2,099 2,089 2,098 2,105

Colony M.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 703 698 722 748 766 799 821 835 844 830 839

Medium 703 694 716 737 752 781 799 809 813 796 802

Low 703 691 709 727 738 762 776 782 783 762 764

Teeland M.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 773 755 760 787 806 840 863 878 887 872 882

Medium 773 752 753 776 791 821 840 851 855 837 843

Low 773 748 746 765 776 802 816 823 823 802 804

Wasilla M.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 606 568 569 590 605 632 650 662 669 657 665

Medium 606 565 563 581 593 617 632 640 644 630 634

Low 606 563 557 572 581 601 613 618 618 602 603

Colony H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 1,146 1,228 1,297 1,341 1,339 1,340 1,388 1,405 1,453 1,522 1,529

Medium 1,146 1,222 1,286 1,323 1,315 1,310 1,350 1,361 1,401 1,461 1,462

Low 1,146 1,216 1,274 1,305 1,291 1,279 1,312 1,316 1,349 1,400 1,394

Wasilla H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 817 863 878 886 884 885 916 928 960 1,006 1,010

Medium 817 859 870 874 868 865 892 899 926 965 965

Low 817 855 862 861 852 844 866 869 891 925 920

Mat-Su Career/Tech H.S.2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 765 762 747 729 728 728 754 764 790 827 831

Medium 765 758 740 719 715 712 734 740 762 794 794

Low 765 755 733 709 702 695 714 716 734 761 758
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Figures 62 and 62a. (Above) Overall district totals that include the 
charter enrollment at six schools. Since the enrollment at these 
charter schools are set by administrators, we did not include 
projections for them. In most places in this study, the charter school 
enrollments are not included. (Right) District enrollment projections 
for the Eastern zone, by school, for 2022-2032. The first column, 2021
-22, is the current school year’s actual enrollment. 

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 16,891 17,060 17,231 17,404 17,579 17,756 17,934 18,115 18,298 18,483 18,670

Medium 16,891 16,981 17,072 17,164 17,256 17,349 17,443 17,537 17,632 17,728 17,825

Low 16,891 16,899 16,907 16,916 16,924 16,933 16,942 16,951 16,961 16,970 16,980

Butte E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 243 225 225 229 240 252 256 267 271 275 282

Medium 243 224 223 226 236 246 249 258 261 263 269

Low 243 223 221 222 231 239 242 249 250 251 255

Sherrod E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 372 371 362 369 360 372 384 398 403 406 417

Medium 372 369 359 364 353 363 373 385 388 389 397

Low 372 367 355 358 346 354 362 371 373 372 377

Swanson E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 396 377 374 393 403 405 410 427 434 443 455

Medium 396 375 370 387 395 395 398 413 417 424 434

Low 396 373 367 381 387 385 386 398 401 405 412

Sutton E.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 45 43 43 46 46 47 48 49 50 51 52

Medium 45 43 43 45 45 46 46 48 48 49 50

Low 45 42 43 45 44 45 45 46 46 47 47

Glacier View School 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 34 40 39 42 43 44 45 44 45 45 45

Medium 34 40 38 42 42 43 43 43 43 43 42

Low 34 40 38 41 41 42 42 41 41 41 40

Mat-Su Day School 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 69 50 48 44 44 44 44 43 43 43 42

Medium 69 50 47 43 43 43 43 42 41 41 40

Low 69 49 47 42 42 42 41 40 39 39 38

Palmer Jr. M.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 557 546 534 526 511 505 496 500 528 543 557

Medium 557 543 529 519 501 493 482 483 507 519 530

Low 557 540 523 511 491 480 467 466 487 496 503

Palmer H.S. 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 738 806 853 852 869 871 878 853 833 827 806

Medium 738 802 844 838 850 847 849 820 797 786 762

Low 738 798 834 824 830 823 820 787 760 745 718

Valley Pathways School 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 181 152 143 135 138 138 139 135 132 131 128

Medium 181 151 141 133 135 134 135 130 126 125 121

Low 181 151 140 131 132 130 130 125 120 118 114

Mat-Su Secondary 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 11 14 16 17 18 18 17 18 18 16 16

Medium 11 14 16 17 17 17 16 18 17 15 16

Low 11 14 16 17 17 17 16 17 17 14 15

Mat-Su Mid College 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 187 196 201 205 206 204 202 205 204 202 203

Medium 187 195 201 204 206 203 201 204 202 201 201

Low 187 195 200 203 205 202 200 202 201 200 200

New School 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275

Medium 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275

Low 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275 275

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

High 18,806 18,975 19,146 19,319 19,494 19,670

Medium 18,806 18,896 18,987 19,079 19,171 19,264

Low 18,806 18,814 18,822 18,830 18,839 18,848

District 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 19,849 20,030 20,213 20,397 20,584

Medium 19,358 19,452 19,547 19,643 19,740

Low 18,857 18,866 18,876 18,885 18,895

District Totals (Including Charter School Enrollments)

District Totals (Including Charter School Enrollments)
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Figure 63. District projections, by grade, for 2022-2032. The first 
column, 2021-22, is the current school year’s actual enrollment.  

District 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

High 16,891 17,060 17,231 17,404 17,579 17,756 17,934 18,115 18,298 18,483 18,670

Medium 16,891 16,981 17,072 17,164 17,256 17,349 17,443 17,537 17,632 17,728 17,825

Low 16,891 16,899 16,907 16,916 16,924 16,933 16,942 16,951 16,961 16,970 16,980

High 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

0 1,289 1,190 1,250 1,236 1,229 1,268 1,234 1,296 1,276 1,286 1,365

1 1,227 1,299 1,211 1,287 1,262 1,258 1,297 1,262 1,323 1,302 1,313

2 1,183 1,252 1,313 1,236 1,311 1,283 1,279 1,320 1,281 1,342 1,323

3 1,254 1,197 1,256 1,346 1,256 1,331 1,305 1,300 1,339 1,299 1,363

4 1,211 1,292 1,226 1,305 1,392 1,297 1,376 1,349 1,341 1,380 1,342

5 1,209 1,224 1,298 1,258 1,328 1,416 1,322 1,399 1,370 1,361 1,403

6 1,286 1,239 1,249 1,339 1,294 1,364 1,456 1,359 1,436 1,405 1,398

7 1,267 1,309 1,249 1,267 1,359 1,311 1,381 1,475 1,374 1,452 1,423

8 1,333 1,292 1,337 1,293 1,302 1,397 1,348 1,419 1,514 1,410 1,492

9 1,444 1,472 1,427 1,479 1,433 1,440 1,542 1,490 1,563 1,664 1,555

10 1,488 1,459 1,490 1,446 1,502 1,453 1,455 1,559 1,504 1,573 1,677

11 1,371 1,482 1,455 1,480 1,444 1,506 1,451 1,450 1,547 1,488 1,550

12 1,331 1,354 1,469 1,432 1,466 1,430 1,488 1,438 1,430 1,519 1,465

Medium 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

0 1,289 1,185 1,239 1,219 1,207 1,239 1,201 1,254 1,230 1,233 1,303

1 1,227 1,293 1,200 1,269 1,238 1,229 1,261 1,222 1,275 1,249 1,254

2 1,183 1,246 1,301 1,219 1,287 1,253 1,244 1,278 1,235 1,288 1,263

3 1,254 1,191 1,244 1,327 1,233 1,301 1,269 1,258 1,290 1,246 1,301

4 1,211 1,286 1,214 1,287 1,366 1,268 1,338 1,306 1,292 1,324 1,281

5 1,209 1,219 1,286 1,241 1,304 1,384 1,286 1,355 1,320 1,306 1,340

6 1,286 1,233 1,237 1,320 1,270 1,333 1,416 1,315 1,384 1,348 1,335

7 1,267 1,303 1,238 1,250 1,335 1,281 1,343 1,428 1,324 1,393 1,359

8 1,333 1,286 1,325 1,275 1,278 1,366 1,311 1,374 1,459 1,352 1,425

9 1,444 1,465 1,414 1,459 1,407 1,407 1,500 1,442 1,506 1,596 1,485

10 1,488 1,452 1,476 1,426 1,475 1,420 1,415 1,510 1,449 1,509 1,602

11 1,371 1,475 1,441 1,459 1,417 1,471 1,411 1,403 1,491 1,427 1,480

12 1,331 1,348 1,455 1,412 1,439 1,397 1,447 1,392 1,378 1,457 1,398

Low 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32

0 1,289 1,179 1,227 1,202 1,183 1,209 1,166 1,212 1,183 1,181 1,242

1 1,227 1,287 1,189 1,251 1,215 1,199 1,225 1,181 1,226 1,195 1,194

2 1,183 1,240 1,289 1,201 1,262 1,223 1,208 1,235 1,188 1,233 1,203

3 1,254 1,185 1,232 1,308 1,209 1,270 1,233 1,216 1,241 1,193 1,239

4 1,211 1,279 1,203 1,268 1,340 1,237 1,300 1,262 1,243 1,267 1,221

5 1,209 1,213 1,274 1,223 1,279 1,351 1,249 1,310 1,270 1,250 1,276

6 1,286 1,227 1,225 1,301 1,246 1,301 1,375 1,271 1,331 1,290 1,272

7 1,267 1,297 1,226 1,232 1,309 1,250 1,305 1,380 1,274 1,334 1,295

8 1,333 1,280 1,312 1,256 1,254 1,333 1,274 1,328 1,403 1,295 1,357

9 1,444 1,458 1,400 1,437 1,380 1,373 1,457 1,394 1,449 1,528 1,414

10 1,488 1,445 1,462 1,405 1,446 1,386 1,375 1,459 1,394 1,445 1,526

11 1,371 1,468 1,427 1,438 1,390 1,436 1,371 1,356 1,434 1,366 1,409

12 1,331 1,341 1,441 1,392 1,411 1,363 1,405 1,345 1,325 1,394 1,332
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Figure 64. Above, top, the distribution of enrollment for the 
elementary schools in the district for the 2021-22 school year.  
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Figures 65-66. Grade distribution in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District for the 2021-22 
school year for the middle schools and high schools.  
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Figures 66-67. Above, top, the by-grade breakout of the 2021-22 
enrollment, compared with the by-grade enrollment in the mid-range 
projection for 2031-32, to the right.  
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Figure 69. Grade distribution in Matanuska-Susitna Borough School 
District for the 2021-22 school year. 

Figure 68. Grade distribution in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District for the 2021-22 school year.  
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Figure 72. Estimated number and type of households, 2020.  

Figures 70-71. Average number of persons per household, 1990-2030 
and number of persons per household types, 2020. 
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Figure 73. Estimated percentage change in childbearing-age female 
population from 2020-2030.  

Figure 74. Number of childbearing-age women in the district are 
projected to increase during the next 10 years and the percentage 
of childbearing-age women of the total population is expected to 
decrease slightly.  
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Figure 76. Estimated percentage change in population under 5 years 
old from 2020 to 2030.   

Figure 75. Total number of children under 5 years old and percentage 
of the total population that is under 5 years old, 1990-2030. 
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Figure 77. Estimated percentage change in population that is school-
age, 5-17 years old, from 2021 to 2031.   

Figure 78. Total number of school-age children 5-17 years old and 
percentage of the total population that is school-age, 1990-2030. 
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Figure 80. Estimated percentage change in total population in the 
district, from 2020 to 2030.   

Figure 79. Total number of persons living in Matanuska-Susitna Bor-
ough School District and percentage of the total population change, 
1990-2030.  
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Figures 81-82. Projected enrollment in the Mat-Su Borough district, 
based on a pure trend growth model  and a comparison of the per-
centage changes for the trend model (blue line) and the three key 
projection models described earlier in this report. 
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Figure 83. The growth stability index measures how stable the 
population growth has been during the past two years in an area. The 
closer to 1 the index is the higher likelihood the growth trend will 
continue.  

Figure 84. The expected value index measures how closely the pop-
ulation growth in an area for the last year equals what was ex-
pected to occur during the previous year. If a value is close to 1, 
then that means the population growth occurred exactly at the rate 
it was expected. A value greater than 1 means the growth is occur-
ring faster than expected. Negative values mean the area is not 
growing at the level expected the previous year.  
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Figure 85. The diversity index measures the diversity of any popula-
tion in which each person belongs to a unique race. A value of 1 indi-
cates there is only one race represented in each Census block area. 
The lower the index, the more racial diversity exists.  

Figure 86. The ethnic dominance indicator index shows the domi-
nant ethnic/racial class in a Census block group. The darker the 
green, the higher the White percentage of the population.  
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.  

Figures 87-88. Nearby 
school districts to the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District (top). (Right) 
Cities within and near the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District.  
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Figure 90. (Below) Total population growth in the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District and the 
nearby cities and school districts, 1990-2010 Census 
population and estimated population for 2020, and 
projected population for 2025 and 2030.  

Figure 89. (Left) Population of nearby cities 1930-2030. This is to 
illustrate the rate of population growth for the cities.  
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Houston 681 1,180 73.3% 1,912 62.0% 2,178 13.9% 2,315 6.3% 2,518 8.8%

Palmer 2,997 4,249 41.8% 5,937 39.7% 7,733 30.3% 8,537 10.4% 9,444 10.6%

Wasilla 4,295 5,680 32.2% 7,831 37.9% 10,117 29.2% 11,784 16.5% 13,411 13.8%

Anchorage School District 226,338 260,283 15.0% 291,826 12.1% 289,113 -0.9% 303,525 5.0% 316,648 4.3%

Growth Per Year 3,395 1.5% 3,154 1.2% -339 -0.1% 2,340 1.0% 2,625 0.9%

Chugach School District 7,164 6,964 -2.8% 6,684 -4.0% 6,332 -5.3% 6,169 -2.6% 6,001 -2.7%

Growth Per Year -20 -0.3% -28 -0.4% -44 -0.5% -103 -0.5% -34 -0.5%

Copper River School District 2,639 3,109 17.8% 2,826 -9.1% 2,848 0.8% 2,821 -0.9% 2,774 -1.7%

Growth Per Year 47 1.8% -28 -0.9% 3 0.1% -1 -0.2% -9 -0.3%

Denali Borough School District 1,806 1,893 4.8% 1,826 -3.5% 1,977 8.3% 1,920 -2.9% 1,868 -2.7%

Growth Per Year 9 0.5% -7 -0.4% 19 0.8% 19 -0.6% -10 -0.5%

Iditarod Area School District 1,516 1,329 -12.3% 1,102 -17.1% 1,249 13.3% 1,266 1.4% 1,247 -1.5%

Growth Per Year -19 -1.2% -23 -1.7% 18 1.3% 33 0.3% -4 -0.3%

Kenai Peninsula Borough School 40,803 49,691 21.8% 55,400 11.5% 59,840 8.0% 62,499 4.4% 64,856 3.8%

Growth Per Year 889 2.2% 571 1.1% 555 0.8% 1,420 0.9% 471 0.8%

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 39,683 59,320 49.5% 88,995 50.0% 110,986 24.7% 125,236 12.8% 140,242 12.0%

Growth Per Year 1,964 4.9% 2,968 5.0% 2,749 2.5% 7,248 2.6% 3,001 2.4%



Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 48 

ENROLLMENT PROFILE 

Figure 91. Among all 2021-22 students in the district, there is a 
strong concentration of students in the center of the district.   
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Figure 92. A close up of the number of students for the 2021-22 
school year in the area of highest concentration.  

Figure 93. Cohort comparisons between the 2000 and 2010 Census, 
in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District.   

Percen

t

Percen

t

Both 

sexes
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Both 

sexes

Both 

sexes
Male Female

Both 

sexes

Total population (all ages)88,995 46,040 42,955 100.0% 59,300 30,950 28,350 100.0% 29,695 50.1%

  Under 5 years 6,900 3,616 3,284 7.8% 4,150 2,175 1,975 7.0% 2,750 66.3%

    Under 1 year 1,369 729 640 1.5% 780 395 385 1.3% 589 75.5%

    1 year 1,284 674 610 1.4% 785 420 365 1.3% 499 63.6%

    2 years 1,338 710 628 1.5% 705 380 325 1.2% 633 89.8%

    3 years 1,418 690 728 1.6% 910 490 420 1.5% 508 55.8%

    4 years 1,491 813 678 1.7% 970 490 480 1.6% 521 53.7%

  5 to 9 years 7,082 3,631 3,451 8.0% 5,205 2,715 2,490 8.8% 1,877 36.1%

    5 years 1,444 766 678 1.6% 920 465 455 1.6% 524 57.0%

    6 years 1,468 713 755 1.6% 905 430 475 1.5% 563 62.2%

    7 years 1,365 715 650 1.5% 1,115 645 470 1.9% 250 22.4%

    8 years 1,393 738 655 1.6% 1,070 525 545 1.8% 323 30.2%

    9 years 1,412 699 713 1.6% 1,195 650 545 2.0% 217 18.2%

  10 to 14 years 7,189 3,741 3,448 8.1% 6,000 3,050 2,950 10.1% 1,189 19.8%

    10 years 1,509 789 720 1.7% 1,190 645 545 2.0% 319 26.8%

    11 years 1,379 722 657 1.5% 1,160 635 525 2.0% 219 18.9%

    12 years 1,360 673 687 1.5% 1,280 640 640 2.2% 80 6.3%

    13 years 1,484 780 704 1.7% 1,080 520 560 1.8% 404 37.4%

    14 years 1,457 777 680 1.6% 1,290 610 680 2.2% 167 12.9%

  15  to 17 years 4,548 2,315 2,233 5.1% 3,730 2,070 1,660 6.3% 818 21.9%

    15 years 1,508 754 754 1.7% 1,255 730 525 2.1% 253 20.2%

    16 years 1,490 750 740 1.7% 1,175 585 590 2.0% 315 26.8%

    17 years 1,550 811 739 1.7% 1,300 755 545 2.2% 250 19.2%

    18 years 1,298 640 658 1.5% 890 480 410 1.5% 408 45.8%

    19 years 1,139 625 514 1.3% 560 330 230 0.9% 579 103.4%

    20 years 1,032 573 459 1.2% 705 355 350 1.2% 327 46.4%

    21 years 993 564 429 1.1% 715 340 375 1.2% 278 38.9%

  22 to 24 years 2,984 1,533 1,451 3.4% 1,635 895 740 2.8% 1,349 82.5%

  25 to 29 years 5,849 3,011 2,838 6.6% 3,045 1,470 1,575 5.1% 2,804 92.1%

  30 to 34 years 5,738 2,944 2,794 6.4% 3,690 1,860 1,830 6.2% 2,048 55.5%

  35 to 39 years 5,946 3,006 2,940 6.7% 5,045 2,535 2,510 8.5% 901 17.9%

  40 to 44 years 6,234 3,236 2,998 7.0% 6,590 3,385 3,205 11.1% -356 -5.4%

  45 to 49 years 7,067 3,642 3,425 7.9% 5,700 3,005 2,695 9.6% 1,367 24.0%

  50 to 54 years 7,279 3,837 3,442 8.2% 3,740 2,070 1,670 6.3% 3,539 94.6%

  55 to 59 years 6,364 3,341 3,023 7.2% 2,790 1,550 1,240 4.7% 3,574 128.1%

  60 and 61 years 1,952 1,019 933 2.2% 730 460 270 1.2% 1,222 167.4%

  62 to 64 years 2,332 1,200 1,132 2.6% 920 445 475 1.6% 1,412 153.5%

  65 and 66 years 1,277 660 617 1.4% 640 350 290 1.1% 637 99.5%

  67 to 69 years 1,636 899 737 1.8% 730 345 385 1.2% 906 124.1%

  70 to 74 years 1,712 890 822 1.9% 925 520 405 1.6% 787 85.1%

  75 to 79 years 1,188 589 599 1.3% 650 360 290 1.1% 538 82.8%

  80 to 84 years 730 338 392 0.8% 335 140 195 0.6% 395 117.9%

  85 years and over 526 190 336 0.6% 180 45 135 0.3% 346 192.2%

Number

Age Cohorts in Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District:                                        

2000 Census and 2010 Census

Age

2010 Census 2000 Census
Overall 

Change 

2000 > 

2010

Overall % 

Change 

2000 > 

2010

Number
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Figure 94. Year-to-Year change in the number of births in the 
school district, showing actual Kindergarten enrollment and 
births five years earlier.  

Year of 

Births

Actual 

Births

Beginning 

Year (x) of 

Kindergarten 

Enrollment

x+5 Actual 

Kindergarten 

Enrollment

Predicted 

Kindergarten 

Enrollment

Variance 

Actual vs 

Predicted 

Kindergarten

1990 526 1995 847 822 25

1991 578 1996 864 877 -13

1992 556 1997 768 854 -86

1993 528 1998 823 824 -1

1994 550 1999 840 848 -8

1995 563 2000 897 861 36

1996 503 2001 918 798 120

1997 480 2002 797 774 23

1998 465 2003 797 758 39

1999 482 2004 759 776 -17

2000 554 2005 809 852 -43

2001 551 2006 813 849 -36

2002 571 2007 828 870 -42

2003 603 2008 919 903 16

2004 685 2009 1,007 990 17

2005 720 2010 1,135 1,026 109

2006 849 2011 1,128 1,162 -34

2007 881 2012 1,125 1,196 -71

2008 905 2013 1,180 1,221 -41

2009 940 2014 1,292 1,258 34

2010 1,018 2015 1,285 1,340 -55

2011 957 2016 1,420 1,275 145

2012 1,022 2017 1,338 1,344 -6

2013 1,021 2018 1,325 1,343 -18

2014 1,011 2019 1,351 1,332 19

2015 1,112 2020 1,486 1,438 48

2016 1,053 2021 1,425 1,376 49

2017 908 2022 1,440 1,224 216

2018 960 2023 1,513 1,279 234

2019 964 2024 1,444 1,283 161

2020 903 2025 1,360 1,219 142
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Figures 95-97. Percent change in the number of births in the school 
district from 2010 to 2020, and left, predicted Kindergarten enroll-
ment through 2025 based on births.  
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Figure 98. Total enrollment, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District, 1990-2022. 
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Figure 101. Total minority population, by school, in the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough School District, for 2021-2022.  

Figure 100. Change in diversity in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District. The proportion of non-White students has increased 
substantially during the last 20 years.  

Figure 99. Total enrollment,      
Mat-Su Borough, 1990, 2000, 
2010 and 2022.  
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Figure 102. Year-by-year enrollment, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District, 1990-2022. 

1989-90 % Change 1990-91
% 

Change
1991-92

% 

Change
1992-93

% 

Change
1993-94

% 

Change
1994-95

% 

Change
1995-96

% 

Change
1996-97

% 

Change
1997-98

% 

Change
1998-99

% 

Change
1999-2000

% 

Change

Pre-K 81 82 95 98 133 122 107 121 98 100 66

Kindergarten 754 85.3% 847 12.3% 864 2.0% 768 -11.1% 823 7.2% 840 2.1% 897 6.8% 918 2.3% 797 -13.2% 797 0.0% 759 -4.8%

1st Grade 880 0.8% 907 3.1% 966 6.5% 950 -1.7% 862 -9.3% 891 3.4% 880 -1.2% 951 8.1% 877 -7.8% 886 1.0% 839 -5.3%

2nd Grade 800 5.0% 835 4.4% 1,028 23.1% 934 -9.1% 963 3.1% 881 -8.5% 912 3.5% 916 0.4% 903 -1.4% 943 4.4% 919 -2.5%

3rd Grade 773 2.4% 869 12.4% 843 -3.0% 898 6.5% 973 8.4% 998 2.6% 887 -11.1% 915 3.2% 950 3.8% 990 4.2% 976 -1.4%

4th Grade 780 0.9% 819 5.0% 901 10.0% 869 -3.6% 932 7.2% 998 7.1% 1,020 2.2% 938 -8.0% 976 4.1% 958 -1.8% 974 1.7%

5th Grade 782 10.3% 829 6.0% 237 -71.4% 931 292.8% 927 -0.4% 969 4.5% 1,030 6.3% 1,024 -0.6% 987 -3.6% 968 -1.9% 989 2.2%

6th Grade 731 9.8% 829 13.4% 852 2.8% 884 3.8% 957 8.3% 978 2.2% 1,008 3.1% 1,063 5.5% 1,075 1.1% 1,010 -6.0% 1,007 -0.3%

7th Grade 727 2.8% 774 6.5% 877 13.3% 910 3.8% 940 3.3% 1,024 8.9% 1,030 0.6% 1,005 -2.4% 1,092 8.7% 1,126 3.1% 999 -11.3%

8th Grade 674 18.0% 731 8.5% 813 11.2% 887 9.1% 909 2.5% 953 4.8% 1,053 10.5% 1,026 -2.6% 1,072 4.5% 1,075 0.3% 1,072 -0.3%

9th Grade 641 6.3% 745 16.2% 802 7.7% 917 14.3% 986 7.5% 1,047 6.2% 1,067 1.9% 1,153 8.1% 1,200 4.1% 1,232 2.7% 1,274 3.4%

10th Grade 558 -4.0% 609 9.1% 719 18.1% 749 4.2% 826 10.3% 902 9.2% 962 6.7% 918 -4.6% 1,024 11.5% 1,072 4.7% 1,082 0.9%

11th Grade 518 -5.3% 520 0.4% 577 11.0% 641 11.1% 711 10.9% 769 8.2% 833 8.3% 883 6.0% 914 3.5% 933 2.1% 939 0.6%

12th Grade 526 14.8% 496 -5.7% 500 0.8% 554 10.8% 599 8.1% 705 17.7% 652 -7.5% 648 -0.6% 803 23.9% 852 6.1% 840 -1.4%

Ungraded 0 #DIV/0! 0 0 † † † † † † † †

TOTAL (K-12) 9,225 8.7% 9,892 7.3% 10,074 1.7% 10,990 9.1% 11,541 4.7% 12,077 4.8% 12,338 2.3% 12,479 1.0% 12,768 2.5% 12,942 1.4% 12,735 -1.3%

2000-01
% 

Change
2001-02

% 

Change
2002-03

% 

Change
2003-04

% 

Change
2004-05

% 

Change
2005-06

% 

Change
2006-07

% 

Change
2007-08

% 

Change
2008-09

% 

Change
2009-10

% 

Change

Pre-K 84 105 137 121 146 157 183 131 169 191

Kindergarten 809 6.6% 813 0.5% 828 1.8% 919 11.0% 1,007 9.6% 1,135 12.7% 1,128 -0.6% 1,125 -0.3% 1,180 4.9% 1,292 9.5%

1st Grade 837 -0.2% 892 6.6% 897 0.6% 968 7.9% 1,003 3.6% 1,087 8.4% 1,172 7.8% 1,181 0.8% 1,183 0.2% 1,206 1.9%

2nd Grade 853 -7.2% 907 6.3% 964 6.3% 969 0.5% 1,031 6.4% 1,053 2.1% 1,129 7.2% 1,217 7.8% 1,243 2.1% 1,216 -2.2%

3rd Grade 957 -1.9% 919 -4.0% 951 3.5% 1,075 13.0% 1,010 -6.0% 1,092 8.1% 1,130 3.5% 1,159 2.6% 1,259 8.6% 1,256 -0.2%

4th Grade 1,049 7.7% 989 -5.7% 973 -1.6% 1,070 10.0% 1,104 3.2% 1,091 -1.2% 1,158 6.1% 1,165 0.6% 1,194 2.5% 1,290 8.0%

5th Grade 1,031 4.2% 1,075 4.3% 1,089 1.3% 1,057 -2.9% 1,157 9.5% 1,172 1.3% 1,149 -2.0% 1,182 2.9% 1,204 1.9% 1,234 2.5%

6th Grade 1,027 2.0% 1,097 6.8% 1,148 4.6% 1,193 3.9% 1,121 -6.0% 1,249 11.4% 1,249 0.0% 1,217 -2.6% 1,211 -0.5% 1,207 -0.3%

7th Grade 1,019 2.0% 1,076 5.6% 1,210 12.5% 1,233 1.9% 1,244 0.9% 1,196 -3.9% 1,308 9.4% 1,283 -1.9% 1,247 -2.8% 1,255 0.6%

8th Grade 1,009 -5.9% 1,050 4.1% 1,132 7.8% 1,242 9.7% 1,272 2.4% 1,283 0.9% 1,217 -5.1% 1,299 6.7% 1,313 1.1% 1,256 -4.3%

9th Grade 1,327 4.2% 1,312 -1.1% 1,355 3.3% 1,395 3.0% 1,410 1.1% 1,381 -2.1% 1,422 3.0% 1,280 -10.0% 1,341 4.8% 1,358 1.3%

10th Grade 1,105 2.1% 1,156 4.6% 1,149 -0.6% 1,205 4.9% 1,263 4.8% 1,373 8.7% 1,321 -3.8% 1,301 -1.5% 1,254 -3.6% 1,351 7.7%

11th Grade 1,040 10.8% 1,068 2.7% 1,044 -2.2% 1,017 -2.6% 1,075 5.7% 1,247 16.0% 1,210 -3.0% 1,597 32.0% 1,536 -3.8% 1,532 -0.3%

12th Grade 861 2.5% 951 10.5% 993 4.4% 908 -8.6% 925 1.9% 990 7.0% 1,169 18.1% 1,022 -12.6% 1,134 11.0% 1,126 -0.7%

Ungraded † † 0 † † † † † † †

TOTAL (K-12) 13,008 2.0% 13,410 2.9% 13,870 3.2% 14,372 3.8% 14,768 2.6% 15,506 5.0% 15,945 2.7% 16,159 1.7% 16,299 1.7% 16,579 1.7%
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Figure 103. Annual change in student enrollment, from one year to 
the next, for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District, 1990-
2022.  

Figure 104. There is a clear trend downward in enrollment change 
from one year to the next since 2008-09 in the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough School District, with the COVID enrollment last year being 
the sharpest decline.  

Figure 102. (Continued from previous page) Year-by-year enrollment, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District, 1990-2022. 
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2010-11
% 

Change
2011-12

% 

Change
2012-13

% 

Change
2013-14

% 

Change
2014-15

% 

Change
2015-16

% 

Change
2016-17

% 

Change
2017-18

% 

Change
2018-19

% 

Change
2019-20

% 

Change
2020-21

% 

Change
2021-22

% 

Change

1990 vs 

2022

Pre-K 210 226 351 410 371 380 214 116 119 100 92 -15.2% 87 -15.2%

Kindergarten 1,285 -0.5% 1,420 10.5% 1,338 -5.8% 1,325 -1.0% 1,351 2.0% 1,486 10.0% 1,425 -4.1% 1,440 1.1% 1,513 5.1% 1,444 -4.6% 1,360 -5.8% 1,509 10.9% 100.1%

1st Grade 1,307 8.4% 1,306 -0.1% 1,402 7.4% 1,385 -1.2% 1,381 -0.3% 1,386 0.4% 1,513 9.2% 1,430 -5.5% 1,435 0.4% 1,469 2.4% 1,340 -8.8% 1,452 8.4% 65.0%

2nd Grade 1,236 1.6% 1,330 7.6% 1,342 0.9% 1,428 6.4% 1,417 -0.8% 1,385 -2.3% 1,435 3.6% 1,532 6.7% 1,410 -7.9% 1,488 5.5% 1,367 -8.1% 1,388 1.5% 73.6%

3rd Grade 1,244 -1.0% 1,256 1.0% 1,353 7.7% 1,375 1.6% 1,456 5.9% 1,489 2.3% 1,442 -3.2% 1,437 -0.4% 1,520 5.8% 1,447 -4.8% 1,335 -7.7% 1,471 10.2% 90.3%

4th Grade 1,278 -0.9% 1,273 -0.4% 1,236 -2.9% 1,354 9.5% 1,410 4.1% 1,507 6.9% 1,517 0.7% 1,444 -4.8% 1,478 2.3% 1,566 6.0% 1,338 -14.5% 1,427 6.6% 82.9%

5th Grade 1,309 6.1% 1,293 -1.2% 1,295 0.2% 1,261 -2.6% 1,408 11.7% 1,447 2.8% 1,535 6.1% 1,517 -1.2% 1,472 -3.0% 1,510 2.6% 1,401 -7.3% 1,441 2.9% 84.3%

6th Grade 1,256 4.1% 1,364 8.6% 1,302 -4.5% 1,300 -0.2% 1,266 -2.6% 1,452 14.7% 1,476 1.7% 1,552 5.1% 1,523 -1.8% 1,519 -0.3% 1,396 -8.1% 1,476 5.7% 101.9%

7th Grade 1,257 0.2% 1,290 2.6% 1,378 6.8% 1,299 -5.7% 1,335 2.8% 1,315 -1.5% 1,450 10.3% 1,490 2.8% 1,530 2.7% 1,544 0.9% 1,397 -9.5% 1,430 2.4% 96.6%

8th Grade 1,297 3.3% 1,275 -1.7% 1,287 0.9% 1,377 7.0% 1,319 -4.2% 1,393 5.6% 1,342 -3.7% 1,454 8.4% 1,469 1.0% 1,529 4.1% 1,420 -7.2% 1,486 4.7% 120.5%

9th Grade 1,340 -1.3% 1,293 -3.5% 1,283 -0.8% 1,299 1.2% 1,386 6.7% 1,385 -0.1% 1,394 0.6% 1,366 -2.0% 1,445 5.8% 1,473 2.0% 1,472 -0.1% 1,474 0.1% 129.9%

10th Grade 1,330 -1.6% 1,338 0.6% 1,257 -6.1% 1,276 1.5% 1,308 2.5% 1,416 8.3% 1,379 -2.6% 1,376 -0.2% 1,348 -2.0% 1,435 6.4% 1,399 -2.5% 1,511 8.0% 170.8%

11th Grade 1,589 3.7% 1,354 -14.8% 1,286 -5.0% 1,273 -1.0% 1,271 -0.2% 1,313 3.3% 1,411 7.5% 1,349 -4.4% 1,303 -3.4% 1,281 -1.7% 1,363 6.4% 1,394 2.3% 169.1%

12th Grade 1,141 1.3% 1,462 28.1% 1,374 -6.0% 1,422 3.5% 1,349 -5.1% 1,388 2.9% 1,393 0.4% 1,464 5.1% 1,366 -6.7% 1,274 -6.7% 1,204 -5.5% 1,348 11.9% 156.2%

Ungraded † † † † † † †

TOTAL (K-12) 16,869 1.7% 17,254 2.3% 17,133 -0.7% 17,374 1.4% 17,657 1.6% 18,362 4.0% 18,712 1.9% 18,850 0.7% 18,813 -0.2% 18,980 0.9% 17,793 -6.3% 18,806 5.7% 105.7%
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Figures 105-109. 2000 Census and 2010 Census compared with dis-
trict enrollment 1989-1990, 1999-2000,  2009-2010 as well as esti-
mated school-age populations for 2020 compared with the district’s 
2019-20 enrollment. 
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2010 

Census

2009-2010 

Enrollment

% of 

Census to 

Enrollment

2020 

Est.

2019-2020 

Enrollment

% of 

Census to 

Enrollment

Under 1 yrs 645 780 1,369 1,429

1 yr olds 738 785 1,284 1,508

2 yr olds 826 705 1,338 1,418

3 yr olds 683 910 1,418 1,485

4 yr olds 882 970 1,491 1,530

Kindergarten 847 754 89.0% 920 759 82.5% 1,444 1,292 89.5% 1,598 1,444 90.3%

1st Grade 906 880 97.1% 905 839 92.7% 1,468 1,206 82.2% 1,544 1,469 95.1%

2nd Grade 757 800 105.7% 1,115 919 82.4% 1,365 1,216 89.1% 1,568 1,488 94.9%

3rd Grade 813 773 95.1% 1,070 976 91.2% 1,393 1,256 90.2% 1,471 1,447 98.4%

4th Grade 966 780 80.7% 1,195 974 81.5% 1,412 1,290 91.4% 1,507 1,566 103.9%

5th Grade 779 782 100.4% 1,190 989 83.1% 1,509 1,234 81.8% 1,517 1,510 99.6%

6th Grade 724 731 101.0% 1,160 1,007 86.8% 1,379 1,207 87.5% 1,584 1,519 95.9%

7th Grade 887 727 82.0% 1,280 999 78.0% 1,360 1,255 92.3% 1,474 1,544 104.8%

8th Grade 661 674 102.0% 1,080 1,072 99.3% 1,484 1,256 84.6% 1,471 1,529 103.9%

9th Grade 635 641 100.9% 1,290 1,274 98.8% 1,457 1,358 93.2% 1,595 1,473 92.4%

10th Grade 663 558 84.2% 1,255 1,082 86.2% 1,508 1,351 89.6% 1,573 1,435 91.2%

11th Grade 511 518 101.4% 1,175 939 79.9% 1,490 1,532 102.8% 1,617 1,281 79.2%

12th Grade 592 526 88.9% 1,300 840 64.6% 1,550 1,126 72.6% 1,607 1,274 79.3%

Ungraded

Total (K-12) 9,741 9,144 93.9% 14,935 12,669 84.8% 18,819 16,579 88.1% 20,126 18,980 94.3%

Comparison of 1990/ 2000 / 2010 Census / 2020 Estimated
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Figures 110. Selected private schools near and within the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough School District, 2020.  
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Figure 111. 2019 ACS 5-year estimates: school enrollment by grade and age, and type of school for the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District. 
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Figures 112-113. 2019 ACS 5-year estimates: school enrollment by grade and age, 
and type of school for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District.  

Enrolled 

in Public 

School

Enrolled 

in Private 

School

Not 

Enrolled 

in School

Enrolled 

in Public 

School

Enrolled in 

Private 

School

Not 

Enrolled 

in School

3 and 4 years 581 341 2,289 3.3% 11.2% 85.5%

5 to 9 years 6,343 991 550 35.8% 32.6% 31.6%

10 to 14 years 6,893 1,107 269 38.9% 36.4% 24.7%

15 to 17 years 3,924 600 202 22.1% 19.7% 58.1%

TOTAL 17,741 3,039 3,310 85.4% 14.6% 15.9%

2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates: School Enrollment by Age and Type for the        

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District

Cohort

Number Percent

Enrolled 

in Public 

School

Enrolled in 

Private 

School

Enrolled 

in Public 

School

Enrolled 

in Private 

School

Nursery school, preschool 817 454 64.3% 35.7%

Kindergarten 1,324 181 88.0% 12.0%

Elementary: grade 1 to grade 4 5,350 822 86.7% 13.3%

Elementary: grade 5 to grade 8 5,666 909 86.2% 13.8%

High school: grade 9 to grade 12 5,555 825 87.1% 12.9%

TOTAL 18,712 3,191 85.4% 14.6%

TOTAL (K-12) 17,895 2,737 86.7% 13.3%

Cohort

Number Percent

2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates: School Enrollment by Grade and Type for the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
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ECONOMIC 

PROFILE 

1

New jobs come to the area

2
Families settle 

in the area

3
Public school 
enrollment 
increases

Logic Linking Employment to Enrollment

Figure 114. Unemployment rate at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
metro area, versus the state and national unemployment rate, 1990
-2021.  

10

7.0

8

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

Ja
n

-9
0

O
ct

-9
0

Ju
l-

9
1

A
p

r-
9

2

Ja
n

-9
3

O
ct

-9
3

Ju
l-

9
4

A
p

r-
9

5

Ja
n

-9
6

O
ct

-9
6

Ju
l-

9
7

A
p

r-
9

8

Ja
n

-9
9

O
ct

-9
9

Ju
l-

0
0

A
p

r-
0

1

Ja
n

-0
2

O
ct

-0
2

Ju
l-

0
3

A
p

r-
0

4

Ja
n

-0
5

O
ct

-0
5

Ju
l-

0
6

A
p

r-
0

7

Ja
n

-0
8

O
ct

-0
8

Ju
l-

0
9

A
p

r-
1

0

Ja
n

-1
1

O
ct

-1
1

Ju
l-

1
2

A
p

r-
1

3

Ja
n

-1
4

O
ct

-1
4

Ju
l-

1
5

A
p

r-
1

6

Ja
n

-1
7

O
ct

-1
7

Ju
l-

1
8

A
p

r-
1

9

Ja
n

-2
0

O
ct

-2
0

Ju
l-

2
1

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

U
n

e
m

p
lo

ym
e

n
t

Unemployment Rate of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Area, State of 
Alaska and the US (Monthly Rates,1990-2021)

Unemployment Percentage-US Average Unemployment Percentage-Mantanuska-Susitna Unemployment Percentage-Alaska Average



 2021-2022 Enrollment and Demographics Study 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 61 

 

Figure 115. Unemployment rate in Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District Area, 4th quarter, 2021. 

Figures 116-118. 2018 IRS data for ZIP codes 
within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School 
District. About 19 percent of all joint tax re-
turns are from households making more than 
$100,000 a year.  
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Figure 119. Every year since 2016 except 2021, this regression pro-
jection model would have under-estimated the number of students 
enrolled in the Mat-Su school district.  

 

    

Year

Matanuska-Susitna 

Area Employment 

(Sept of each year)

Actual K-12 

Enrollment 

(Sept of each 

year)

Predicted K-12 

Enrollment
Variance %

1990 16,037 9,144 9,370 -226 -2.5%

1991 17,574 9,810 9,864 -54 -0.6%

1992 18,804 10,892 10,259 633 5.8%

1993 20,004 11,408 10,644 764 6.7%

1994 22,666 11,408 11,499 -91 -0.8%

1995 23,259 11,955 11,689 266 2.2%

1996 24,809 12,231 12,187 44 0.4%

1997 26,081 12,358 12,596 -238 -1.9%

1998 27,395 12,670 13,018 -348 -2.7%

1999 28,171 12,842 13,267 -425 -3.3%

2000 26,299 12,669 12,666 3 0.0%

2001 27,466 12,924 13,040 -116 -0.9%

2002 28,763 13,305 13,457 -152 -1.1%

2003 29,793 13,733 13,788 -55 -0.4%

2004 31,492 14,251 14,333 -82 -0.6%

2005 33,838 14,622 15,086 -464 -3.2%

2006 35,793 15,349 15,714 -365 -2.4%

2007 36,487 15,762 15,937 -175 -1.1%

2008 38,112 16,028 16,459 -431 -2.7%

2009 38,242 16,299 16,501 -202 -1.2%

2010 38,048 16,579 16,438 141 0.8%

2011 39,110 16,869 16,779 90 0.5%

2012 39,706 17,254 16,971 283 1.6%

2013 39,934 17,133 17,044 89 0.5%

2014 41,024 17,374 17,394 -20 -0.1%

2015 42,264 17,657 17,792 -135 -0.8%

2016 43,288 18,362 18,121 241 1.3%

2017 44,204 18,712 18,415 297 1.6%

2018 44,553 18,966 18,527 439 2.3%

2019 45,146 18,968 18,717 251 1.3%

2020 42,547 18,939 17,883 1,056 5.6%

2021 44,719 17,885 18,580 -695 -3.9%

2022 18,806

Comparison of Mat-Su Area Employment, and Matanuska-

Susitna Borough School District Enrollment (1990-2021)
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Figure 121. This figure and the one below illustrate the same prin-
ciple that compares actual versus predicted district enrollment.  

Figure 120. The change in district enrollment (the blue line) com-
pared with the unemployment rate, the orange bars.  

Figure 122. The 
statistical scatter-
graph plots the ac-
tual enrollment in 
the Mat-Su School 
District against the 
predicted values 
from the regres-
sion model. There 
is a direct and near
-perfect relation-
ship that when em-
ployment increas-
es, enrollment in-
creases.  
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Figure 123. Sales tax revenue collected within the cities of Houston, Palmer and Wasilla, 2000-2021.  

  

YEAR
% 

Change

% 

Change

% 

Change
2000 $0 $2,346,929 $5,272,586

2001 $0 $0 #DIV/0! $2,464,268 $117,339 5.0% $5,509,279 $236,693 4.5%

2002 $0 $0 #DIV/0! $2,760,798 $296,530 12.0% $5,985,170 $475,891 8.6%

2003 $0 $0 #DIV/0! $2,914,417 $153,619 5.6% $6,497,070 $511,900 8.6%

2004 $53,472 $53,472 #DIV/0! $3,066,089 $151,672 5.2% $7,135,574 $638,504 9.8%

2005 $141,704 $88,232 165.0% $3,640,723 $574,634 18.7% $9,540,089 $2,404,515 33.7%

2006 $172,484 $30,780 21.7% $3,829,234 $188,511 5.2% $10,433,805 $893,716 9.4%

2007 $165,215 -$7,269 -4.2% $3,974,820 $145,586 3.8% $11,153,270 $719,465 6.9%

2008 $164,896 -$319 -0.2% $4,416,001 $441,181 11.1% $12,072,865 $919,595 8.2%

2009 $187,445 $22,549 13.7% $4,818,801 $402,800 9.1% $12,984,135 $911,270 7.5%

2010 $192,061 $4,616 2.5% $4,946,081 $127,280 2.6% $13,999,846 $1,015,711 7.8%

2011 $221,107 $29,046 15.1% $5,207,143 $261,062 5.3% $11,853,123 -$2,146,723 -15.3%

2012 $224,680 $3,573 1.6% $5,611,916 $404,773 7.8% $11,911,728 $58,605 0.5%

2013 $158,014 -$66,666 -29.7% $5,882,203 $270,287 4.8% $12,239,486 $327,758 2.8%

2014 $159,272 $1,258 0.8% $6,121,186 $238,983 4.1% $14,984,221 $2,744,735 22.4%

2015 $159,744 $472 0.3% $6,380,979 $259,793 4.2% $19,454,371 $4,470,150 29.8%

2016 $165,744 $6,000 3.8% $6,503,870 $122,891 1.9% $17,504,642 -$1,949,729 -10.0%

2017 $198,165 $32,421 19.6% $6,583,847 $79,977 1.2% $13,361,686 -$4,142,956 -23.7%

2018 $341,254 $143,089 72.2% $6,999,693 $415,846 6.3% $16,013,165 $2,651,479 19.8%

2019 $329,076 -$12,178 -3.6% $7,279,716 $280,023 4.0% $20,989,922 $4,976,757 31.1%

2020 $378,452 $49,376 15.0% $7,500,312 $220,596 3.0% $20,181,200 -$808,722 -3.9%

2021 $407,174 $28,722 7.6% $7,524,188 $23,876 0.3% $20,588,301 $407,101 2.0%

Source: Alaska Department of Commerce, Office of State Assessor

Taxable Sales Revenue for the City of Houston, Palmer and Wasilla (2000-2021)

City of Houston City of Palmer City of Wasilla

Sales Tax 

Revenue

Difference 

from previous 

year

Sales Tax 

Revenue

Difference 

from previous 

year

Sales Tax 

Revenue

Difference 

from previous 

year
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Figures 124-127. (Left) Data from the 2019 ACS, estimated number of workers and employment in industry, by area school districts. (Above) 
Total number of employees in education services, health care and social assistance. (Below), estimated number of workers in the Mat-Su 
Schools, 2019 by industry and 2009-2019 trend of total employees and percentage employed in education services, health care and social 
assistance.  

School District
Estimated Total 

Number of Workers

Agriculture, 

forestry, fishing 

and hunting, and 

mining

Construction
% of Total of 

All Workers
Manufacturing

% of Total of All 

Workers

Wholesale 

trade
Retail trade

% of Total of All 

Workers

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 43,782 2,071 5,193 11.9% 1,059 2.4% 872 5,324 12.2%

Anchorage School District 148,021 3,899 7,812 5.3% 3,536 2.4% 3,600 16,807 11.4%

Chugach School District 196 25 16 8.2% 2 1.0% 0 22 11.2%

Copper River School District 672 27 86 12.8% 3 0.4% 3 92 13.7%

Denali Borough School District 1,508 82 59 3.9% 24 1.6% 14 122 8.1%

Iditarod Area School District 417 7 28 6.7% 13 3.1% 0 32 7.7%

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 25,314 2,187 1,908 7.5% 966 3.8% 299 2,750 10.9%

Transportation and 

warehousing, and 

utilities

Information

Finance and insurance, 

and real estate and 

rental and leasing

Professional, 

scientific, and 

management, 

and 

administrative 

and waste 

management 

services

Educational 

services, and  

health care and 

social 

assistance

% of Total of All 

Workers

Arts, 

entertainment, 

and recreation, 

and 

accommodation 

and food 

services

Other services, 

except public 

administration

Public 

administration

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 3,038 1,043 1,348 3,368 10,367 23.7% 3,827 2,403 3,869

Anchorage School District 12,815 3,531 6,278 16,009 36,194 24.5% 15,426 6,970 15,144

Chugach School District 24 3 18 7 23 11.7% 20 7 29

Copper River School District 46 41 9 13 167 24.9% 68 15 102

Denali Borough School District 429 13 16 51 90 6.0% 510 19 79

Iditarod Area School District 67 3 0 19 93 22.3% 19 10 126

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 1,692 380 746 1,428 6,779 26.8% 2,771 1,121 2,287

Total Service 

Occupations

% of Total of All 

Workers

Total Sales and office 

occupations

% of Total of 

All Workers

Total Natural 

Resources, 

construction 

and 

maintenance 

occupations

% of Total of All 

Workers

% of Total of All 

Workers

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 7,954 18.2% 8,555 19.5% 7,511 17.2% 5,140 11.7%

Anchorage School District 25,814 17.4% 32,598 22.0% 11,925 8.1% 16,802 11.4%

Chugach School District 40 20.4% 45 23.0% 13 6.6% 34 17.3%

Copper River School District 120 17.9% 112 16.7% 76 11.3% 64 9.5%

Denali Borough School District 488 32.4% 353 23.4% 206 13.7% 173 11.5%

Iditarod Area School District 88 21.1% 84 20.1% 48 11.5% 65 15.6%

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 5,109 20.2% 4,424 17.5% 3,664 14.5% 3,100 12.2%

Estimated Number of Workers: Overall Employment at All Industries

Other Employment

Total Production, Transportation 

and Material Moving 

Occupations

37,537 
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Figure 128. Estimated drive times, in 1-hour increments from Wasilla, show how even within three hours the northeastern corner of the dis-
trict cannot be reached, or the western half, both places where the population is very sparse.   
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Figures 129-130. (Left) A comparison of how many workers in each 
district and their time commuting each day. (Below) a percentage 
breakout of when Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District resi-
dents leave for work. About 29 percent of all workers leave for work 
in the mornings before 7 a.m.   

School District

Total 

Number 

of 

Workers 

Not 

Working 

at Home

Commuting 

Less than 10 

minutes

%

Commuting 

10 to 14 

minutes

%

Commuting 

15 to 19 

minutes

%
Total 19 min 

or less

Commuting 

20 to 24 

minutes

%

Commuting 

25 to 29 

minutes

%

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 40,347 5,399 13.4% 5,037 12.5% 5,993 14.9% 16,429 4,636 11.5% 1,361 3.4%

Anchorage School District 147,034 23,934 16.3% 30,611 20.8% 35,179 23.9% 89,724 27,981 19.0% 6,796 4.6%

Chugach School District 192 155 80.7% 4 2.1% 13 6.8% 172 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Copper River School District 592 254 42.9% 51 8.6% 120 20.3% 425 88 14.9% 4 0.7%

Denali Borough School District 1,410 445 31.6% 411 29.1% 133 9.4% 989 168 11.9% 20 1.4%

Iditarod Area School District 372 301 80.9% 50 13.4% 13 3.5% 364 3 0.8% 1 0.3%

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 22,815 7,102 31.1% 4,026 17.6% 3,948 17.3% 15,076 2,726 11.9% 1,143 5.0%

School District

Total 

Number 

of 

Workers 

Not 

Working 

at Home

Commuting 

30 to 34 

minutes

%

Commuting 

35 to 44 

minutes

%

Commuting 

45 to 59 

minutes

%
Total 30 to 

59 min

Commuting 

60 to 89 

minutes

%

Commuting 

90 or more 

minutes

%

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 40,347 3,259 8.1% 1,652 4.1% 4,659 11.5% 9,570 5926 14.7% 2,425 6.0%

Anchorage School District 147,034 11,871 8.1% 3,384 2.3% 3,415 2.3% 18,670 1651 1.1% 2,212 1.5%

Chugach School District 192 11 5.7% 0 0.0% 1 0.5% 12 6 3.1% 2 1.0%

Copper River School District 592 4 0.7% 3 0.5% 8 1.4% 15 16 2.7% 44 7.4%

Denali Borough School District 1,410 89 6.3% 39 2.8% 17 1.2% 145 60 4.3% 28 2.0%

Iditarod Area School District 372 3 0.8% 0 0.0% 1 0.3% 4 0 0.0% 0 0.0%

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 22,815 1,548 6.8% 598 2.6% 630 2.8% 2,776 338 1.5% 756 3.3%

Total Number of Workers and Commute Times
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HOUSING PROFILE 

Figure 131. Total residential building permits issued in Matanuska-
Susitna Borough County, 2010-Sept 2021, by type of structure. This 
data comes from the U.S. Census Bureau, as reported by each city.  

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total 

Since 

2010

Houston 8 6 6 8 8 9 8 8 5 2 11 4 83

Palmer 17 13 10 7 30 17 7 6 22 13 17 13 172

Wasilla 18 38 17 10 61 21 17 37 42 25 8 19 313

TOTAL 43 57 33 25 99 47 32 51 69 40 36 36 568

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total 

Since 

2010

Houston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2

Palmer 2 6 6 2 2 2 6 6 42 52 0 3 129

Wasilla 8 14 4 16 16 50 78 70 65 12 24 10 367

TOTAL 10 20 10 18 18 52 84 78 107 64 24 13 498

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total 

Since 

2010

Houston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2

Palmer 2 6 6 2 2 2 6 6 0 0 0 0 32

Wasilla 8 6 4 16 16 26 20 26 62 12 16 10 222

TOTAL 10 12 10 18 18 28 26 34 62 12 16 10 256

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total 

Since 

2010

Houston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Palmer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3

Wasilla 0 8 0 0 0 24 16 8 3 0 8 0 67

TOTAL 0 8 0 0 0 24 16 8 3 0 8 3 70

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total 

Since 

2010

Houston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Palmer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 52 0 0 94

Wasilla 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 36 0 0 0 0 78

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 36 42 52 0 0 172

Units in 3- and 4-unit Multi-Family Structures

Units in 5+ Unit Multi-Family Structures

Total Residential Building Permits Issued in Cities within Mantanuska-Susitna Borough, County                                                           

2010-2021
Units in Single-Family Structures

Units in All Multi-Family Structures

Units in 2-unit Multi-Family Structures
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Figures 132-134. Total residential building permits issued in 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough cities, 2010-Sept 2021, by type of 
structure.  
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Figure 135. The table above shows that since 1987, there is an aver-
age of 3.1 students in the district per each new single-family house 
built (with the high and low ratios excluded). Consider that since 
1986, there has been an average of 1,053 new houses built in the 
district per year and 1,165 sold per year.  

Year
Residential 

Units Built

Residential 

Units Sold

Predicted 

Enrollment 

based on New 

Construction

Predicted 

Enrollment 

based on 

Residential 

Sales

Actual 

Enrollment 

(Including 

Charter 

Enrollment)

Additonal 

Enrollment 

from one 

year to the 

next

Ratio of 

New 

Students to 

Houses Built

1986 755 1058

1987 397 784

1988 322 920

1989 232 605

1990 660 1268 14,663 14,798 9,144

1991 332 495 14,550 15,119 9,810 666 0.5

1992 493 670 14,605 15,046 10,892 1,082 0.5

1993 429 534 14,584 15,102 11,408 516 0.8

1994 734 810 14,688 14,988 11,408 0 #DIV/0!

1995 1027 1135 14,788 14,853 11,955 547 1.9

1996 1094 1154 14,811 14,845 12,231 276 4.0

1997 1103 1040 14,814 14,892 12,358 127 8.7

1998 1389 1451 14,912 14,722 12,670 312 4.5

1999 1,213 1,266 14,852 14,798 12,842 172 7.1

2000 1,447 1,620 14,932 14,651 12,669 -173 -8.4

2001 1,348 1,357 14,898 14,761 12,924 255 5.3

2002 1,803 1,832 15,054 14,563 13,305 381 4.7

2003 2,009 2,094 15,124 14,455 13,733 428 4.7

2004 2,195 2,160 15,188 14,427 14,251 518 4.2

2005 2,050 2,120 15,138 14,444 14,622 371 5.5

2006 1,726 1,973 15,027 14,505 15,349 727 2.4

2007 1,214 1,242 14,852 14,808 15,762 413 2.9

2008 1,275 1,397 14,873 14,744 16,028 266 4.8

2009 1,118 1,119 14,819 14,860 16,299 271 4.1

2010 1,238 1,277 14,860 14,794 16,579 280 4.4

2011 1,038 1,110 14,792 14,863 16,869 290 3.6

2012 1,113 1,106 14,818 14,865 17,254 385 2.9

2013 924 972 14,753 14,921 17,133 -121 -7.6

2014 1,108 1,093 14,816 14,870 17,374 241 4.6

2015 1,128 1,110 14,823 14,863 17,657 283 4.0

2016 1,140 1,280 14,827 14,793 18,362 705 1.6

2017 1,253 1,242 14,865 14,808 18,712 350 3.6

2018 847 885 14,727 14,957 18,966 254 3.3

2019 980 985 14,772 14,915 18,968 2 490.0

2020 763 764 14,698 15,007 18,939 -29 -26.3

2021 1 7 14,437 15,321 17,885 -1,054 0.0

Average 1986-2021 1,053 1,165 14,841 14,824 14,433 350.8 3.198
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Figures 136-137. (Upper Left) Comparison of new residential devel-
opments and enrollment change (Above) Comparison of enrollment 
and houses sold.  An ideal regression plot is about 45-degree angle 
to show a more direct relationship. Neither one of these charts show 
a strong relationship statistically between new houses or houses 
sold, which is unusual.  
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Figures 138-139. When the 2021-22 student roster of 18,985 students is matched to parcels in the district, we matched 19,003 students. 
There were 58 students whose family owned multiple properties and some students that we could not match an address to a parcel, but that 
explains why we matched a few more parcels than there were students. More than 60 percent of the families in the district are home owners. 
One-third of the houses in which students live are valued at between $200,000 and $300,000 and one-fourth of the students live in houses 
valued at between $300,000 and $400,000.   

Number of Students Percent

No 7,074 37.2%

Yes 11,922 62.7%

(blank) 7 0.0%

Grand Total 19,003 100.0%

Property Ownership

Market Value Number Percentage

$0-$50,000 1,185 6.2%

$50,000-$75,000 300 1.6%

$75,000-$100,000 284 1.5%

$100,000-$150,000 591 3.1%

$150,000-$200,000 1,507 7.9%

$200,000-$250,000 2,978 15.7%

$250,000-$300,000 3,273 17.2%

$300,000-$350,000 2,635 13.9%

$350,000-$400,000 2,041 10.7%

$400,000-$450,000 1,348 7.1%

$450,000-$500,000 834 4.4%

Over $500,000 2,027 10.7%

Not Assigned 0 0.0%

Grand Total 19,003 100.0%

Market Value of Houses, 

based on Assessor Data

Households of Students
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Figure 140. When the roster is compared with an extract table from the GIS/Assessor’s office, we matched 
17,235 students out of a total roster of 18,985. Some multi-family units where there could be many apart-
ments or units, may have only one parcel address listed, which explains why there are some 1,700 stu-
dents who we could not match to a parcel. This was a different data table for the dates than we had to use 
for the market value and ownership of parcel. Only about 5 percent of the students live in houses built 
since 2018. On p. 70-71, we showed there is no statistical relationship between new construction and new 
students.  

Year Built Number Percentage

Before 1900 0 0.0%

1900-1910 0 0.0%

1911-1920 0 0.0%

1921-1930 1 0.0%

1931-1940 16 0.1%

1941-1950 75 0.4%

1951-1960 133 0.8%

1961-1970 217 1.3%

1971-1980 1304 7.6%

1981-1985 2748 15.9%

1986-1990 348 2.0%

1991-1995 587 3.4%

1996-2000 1685 9.8%

2001 490 2.8%

2002 530 3.1%

2003 749 4.3%

2004 883 5.1%

2005 931 5.4%

2006 684 4.0%

2007 496 2.9%

2008 383 2.2%

2009 391 2.3%

2010 402 2.3%

2011 342 2.0%

2012 469 2.7%

2013 425 2.5%

2014 611 3.5%

2015 526 3.1%

2016 458 2.7%

2017 519 3.0%

2018 369 2.1%

2019 311 1.8%

2020 152 0.9%

2021 0 0.0%

Blank 0 0.0%

Not Assigned 0 0.0%

Grand Total 17235 100.0%

Year Houses were 

Built, based on 

Assessor Data

Household with 

Students
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Figures 141-142. The highest value parcel in the district is the Goose Creek Correctional Center 
(left). The 331-acre site is valued at $224M. The parcel is owned by the borough.  (Above right) 
The 72-unit apartment building in Wasilla is one of the higher-valued residential parcels in the dis-
trict at $5.1M.  
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Figures 143-144. (Top) The highest value “private” classified parcel is the 
Mat-Su Valley Medical Center. The building and its 23 acres is valued at 
$89.3M. (Bottom) The highest-value parcel of land is owned by Breeden 
Farm LLC, next door to the medical center. Its 71 acres are valued at $9.2M.  
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Figure 145. The gray shading shows the number of house-
holds in Census tracts in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District and the pie charts show what proportion of 
residents rent or own their homes.  
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Figure 146. In the Wasilla area, there are some areas with 
37 percent to 46 percent of the households who are renting 
their residences.  
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Figure 147. Average salaries for varying industry occupations at the 
local level are applied to the workers in those occupations for each 
block group. Then the block group’s overall average salary is com-
pared to the national average to form an index related to worker pay 
at the local level. The red areas have workers who earn more than 25 
percent higher than the national average for those occupations. 
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Figure 148. Some areas in the district have projected nearly a dou-
bling in the number of persons older than 60 years old. Only a few 
areas in the district should see the number of older residents grow 
by less than 30 percent.  
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Figure 149. Residential properties built and occupied, by 
year, in the Mat-Su District, since 2016, by elementary at-
tendance area.  
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Figure 150. The map shows a close up of the houses built 
during the last five years.  
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Figure 151. Percentage change in households during the last year in the Mat-Su School District.    

Migration into the Mat-Su 

Borough School District is an im-

portant factor to consider in the 

district’s enrollment growth. If 

birth rates remain low and private 

school enrollment remains low, mi-

gration-in is the only way for the 

district’s enrollment to grow. Our 

key data vendor shows that in two 

large areas, the district has had the 

number of households actually de-

crease during the last year, as 

shown in Figures 151. The purple, 

blue and sea-green areas in the map 

in Figure 152 on p. 83 show areas 

of population decrease during the 

last year.   

 Typically, when the econo-

my is weak, and new jobs are few, 

families are unable to sell their 

house and move. But in the Mat-Su 

district it makes no difference. In 

2010, 84 percent of the residents 

live in the same house as they did a 

year ago; in 2019, it was 85 per-

cent. This shows the district’s resi-

dents are stable and unlikely to 

move quickly, regardless of what 

the economy does. 
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Figure 152. Migration into and out of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District during the last year.   

Same House 
1 Yr Ago, 

69,338, 84%

Moved within 
same county, 

6,793, 8%

Moved from 
different county 

within same 
state, 3,811, 5%

Moved from 
different state, 

2,651, 3%

Moved from 
abroad, 249, 0%

2010

Same House 
1 Yr Ago, 

88,105, 85%

Moved within 
same county, 

8,530, 8%

Moved from 
different county 

within same 
state, 3,953, 4%

Moved from 
different state, 

3,017, 3%

Moved from 
abroad, 416, 0%

2019

Figures 153-154. Migration into and out of the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough School District during the last year.  The top graph (red) 
shows the 2010 data and the bottom graph (blue) shows the 2019 
data. Remarkably, when the economy is stronger and jobs more 
plentiful, Mat-Su residents are no more likely to move.  
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BUILDING  PROFILES 

Figure 155. Elementary school attendance zones and total K-12 stu-
dent in each. 
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Figure 156. The map on the left shows, for example, that 28 stu-
dents who live outside the Butte attendance area attend there. The 
pie chart shows that about half of those students live in the Swan-
son and Sherrod area. 
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Figure 157. The map shows, for example, that 222 students who live 
outside the Teeland MS attendance area. 

Figure 158. The map shows, for example, that 168 students live 
outside the Wasilla HS attendance area. 
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Figure 159. Total number of students, by elementary zone, 
2021-22 roster, who are enrolled in the free-and-reduced 
lunch program.  
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Figures 160. Under our most optimistic high-end projections, we esti-
mate that the current schools have more than enough capacity to 
hold the current enrollment. There is capacity in the system to hold 
an additional 2,700 students, but that is deceiving because of the size 
of the district makes equalizing the capacity difficult.  
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Big Lake Elementary School PK-5 332 57,240         110 520           64%

Butte Elementary School PK-5 243 49,550         110 450           54%

Cottonwood Creek Elementary PK-5 398 49,550         110 450           88%

Dena'ina Elementary K-5 385 46,010         110 418           92%

Finger Lake Elementary PK-5 370 53,457         110 486           76%

Fred and Sara Machetanz Elementary School PK-5 447 52,000         110 473           95%

Goose Bay Elementary School PK-2 284 53,457         110 486           58%

Iditarod Elementary School K-5 368 50,607         110 460           80%

John Shaw Elementary K-5 497 54,300         110 494           101%

Knik Elementary School 3-5 264 51,533         110 494           53%

Larson Elementary PK-5 375 54,378         110 494           76%

Meadow Lakes Elementary PK-5 260 54,378         110 494           53%

Old Sherrod Elementary 46,272         110 421           0%

Pioneer Peak Elementary PK-5 495 48,944         110 445           111%

Sherrod Elementary 3-5 372 54,700         110 497           75%

Snowshoe Elementary School K-5 318 49,550         110 450           71%

Sutton Elementary School K-5 45 25,414         110 231           19%

Swanson Elementary School K-5 396 51,335         110 467           85%

Talkeetna Elementary School K-5 85 28,125         110 256           33%

Tanaina Elementary School PK-5 344 53,457         110 486           71%

Trapper Creek Elementary School K-5 17 16,080         110 146           12%

Willow Elementary School K-5 125 33,797         110 307           41%

Colony Middle School 6-8 703 120,000      135 889           79%

Palmer Middle School 6-8 557 128,452      135 951           59%

Teeland Middle School 6-8 773 135,000      135 1,000        77%

Wasilla Middle School 6-8 606 124,809      135 925           66%

Colony Senior High School 9-12 1,146 194,000      160 1,213        95%

Houston Jr/Sr High School 6-12 684 88,240         147.5 552           124%

Mat-Su Central K-12 2,152 20,309         160 127           1695%

Palmer High School 9-12 738 196,606      160 1,229        60%

Redington Jr Sr High 6-12 574 95,000         147.5 644           89%

Susitna Valley High 6-12 208 50,578         147.5 343           61%

Wasilla High School 9-12 817 200,326      160 1,252        65%

Academy Charter School K-8 254 51,934         122.5 424           60%

American Charter Academy K-8 174 6,400           122.5 52             333%

Birchtree Charter K-8 354 43,000         122.5 351           101%

Burchell High School 9-12 239 29,794         160 186           128%

Fronteras Spanish Immersion K-8 311 31,000         122.5 253           123%

Glacier View School K-12 34 20,343         110 185           18%

Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 9-12 765 97,400         135 721           106%

Mat-Su Day Sch 2-12 69 21,500         135 159           43%

Mat-Su Middle College 9-12 187 31,160         135 231           81%

Mat-Su Secondary 7-12 11 N/A 135 N/A #VALUE!

Midnight Sun Family Learning K-8 172 22,816         122.5 186           92%

Knik Cultural Charter School K-12 275 Not determined N/A #VALUE!

Twindly Bridge Charter K-12 559 11,660         135 86             647%

Valley Pathways 9-12 181        47,792         160 299           61%

TOTAL 18,963 2,802,253  21,685     87%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Figures 161-162. A couple of the elementaries are slightly over-
capacity and there is plenty of space available in the middle schools. 
The overall utilization for the elementaries is 68 percent and 70 per-
cent for the middle schools.  
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Big Lake Elementary School PK-5 332 57,240         110 520           64%

Butte Elementary School PK-5 243 49,550         110 450           54%

Cottonwood Creek Elementary PK-5 398 49,550         110 450           88%

Dena'ina Elementary K-5 385 46,010         110 418           92%

Finger Lake Elementary PK-5 370 53,457         110 486           76%

Fred and Sara Machetanz Elementary School PK-5 447 52,000         110 473           95%

Goose Bay Elementary School PK-2 284 53,457         110 486           58%

Iditarod Elementary School K-5 368 50,607         110 460           80%

John Shaw Elementary K-5 497 54,300         110 494           101%

Knik Elementary School 3-5 264 51,533         110 494           53%

Larson Elementary PK-5 375 54,378         110 494           76%

Meadow Lakes Elementary PK-5 260 54,378         110 494           53%

Old Sherrod Elementary 46,272         110 421           0%

Pioneer Peak Elementary PK-5 495 48,944         110 445           111%

Sherrod Elementary 3-5 372 54,700         110 497           75%

Snowshoe Elementary School K-5 318 49,550         110 450           71%

Sutton Elementary School K-5 45 25,414         110 231           19%

Swanson Elementary School K-5 396 51,335         110 467           85%

Talkeetna Elementary School K-5 85 28,125         110 256           33%

Tanaina Elementary School PK-5 344 53,457         110 486           71%

Trapper Creek Elementary School K-5 17 16,080         110 146           12%

Willow Elementary School K-5 125 33,797         110 307           41%

TOTAL 6,420 1,034,134  9,427       68%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Colony Middle School 6-8 703 120,000      135 889           79%

Palmer Middle School 6-8 557 128,452      135 951           59%

Teeland Middle School 6-8 773 135,000      135 1,000        77%

Wasilla Middle School 6-8 606 124,809      135 925           66%

TOTAL 2,639 508,261      3,765       70%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Figures 163-164.  The overall utilization is 80 percent for the high 
schools. There is a wide range of utilization for the other schools. 
(The Houston school is under construction as a result of the earth-
quake damage and will open in Jan 2023. 
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Colony Senior High School 9-12 1,146 194,000      160 1,213        95%

Houston Jr/Sr High School 6-12 684 88,240         147.5 552           124%

Palmer High School 9-12 738 196,606      160 1,229        60%

Redington Jr Sr High 6-12 574 95,000         147.5 644           89%

Susitna Valley High 6-12 208 50,578         147.5 343           61%

Wasilla High School 9-12 817 200,326      160 1,252        65%

TOTAL 4,167 824,750 5,232 80%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method

SCHOOL

G
ra

d
e 

Le
ve

ls

20
21

-2
2 

En
ro

llm
en

t

G
ro

ss
 B

u
ild

in
g 

A
re

a 
(s

q
.f

t.
)

M
ax

im
u

m
 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
Sq

. 

Fo
o

t 
p

er
 S

tu
d

en
t

M
ax

im
u

m
 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 

St
u

d
en

ts
 P

o
ss

ib
le

U
ti

liz
at

io
n

 

(M
et

h
o

d
 B

, %
)

Academy Charter School K-8 254 51,934         122.5 424           60%

American Charter Academy K-8 174 6,400           122.5 52             333%

Birchtree Charter K-8 354 43,000         122.5 351           101%

Burchell High School 9-12 239 29,794         160 186           128%

Fronteras Spanish Immersion K-8 311 31,000         122.5 253           123%

Glacier View School K-12 34 20,343         110 185           18%

Mat-Su Central K-12 2,152 20,309         160 127           1695%

Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 9-12 765 97,400         135 721           106%

Mat-Su Day Sch 2-12 69 21,500         135 159           43%

Mat-Su Middle College 9-12 187 31,160         135 231           81%

Mat-Su Secondary 7-12 11 N/A 135 N/A #VALUE!

Midnight Sun Family Learning K-8 172 22,816         122.5 186           92%

Knik Cultural Charter School K-12 275 Not determined N/A #VALUE!

Twindly Bridge Charter K-12 559 11,660         135 86             647%

Valley Pathways 9-12 181        47,792         160 299           61%

TOTAL 5,737 435,108      3,261       176%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Figures 165-166. By 2032, the district’s average utilization goes to 94 
percent. The elementary schools could range from 12 percent utiliza-
tion to 109 percent.  
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Big Lake Elementary School PK-5 341 57,240         110 520           66%

Butte Elementary School PK-5 282 49,550         110 450           63%

Cottonwood Creek Elementary PK-5 425 49,550         110 450           94%

Dena'ina Elementary K-5 414 46,010         110 418           99%

Finger Lake Elementary PK-5 351 53,457         110 486           72%

Fred and Sara Machetanz Elementary School PK-5 446 52,000         110 473           94%

Goose Bay Elementary School PK-2 293 53,457         110 486           60%

Iditarod Elementary School K-5 407 50,607         110 460           88%

John Shaw Elementary K-5 485 54,300         110 494           98%

Knik Elementary School 3-5 327 51,533         110 494           66%

Larson Elementary PK-5 379 54,378         110 494           77%

Meadow Lakes Elementary PK-5 298 54,378         110 494           60%

Old Sherrod Elementary 46,272         110 421           0%

Pioneer Peak Elementary PK-5 484 48,944         110 445           109%

Sherrod Elementary 3-5 417 54,700         110 497           84%

Snowshoe Elementary School K-5 352 49,550         110 450           78%

Sutton Elementary School K-5 52 25,414         110 231           23%

Swanson Elementary School K-5 455 51,335         110 467           97%

Talkeetna Elementary School K-5 78 28,125         110 256           31%

Tanaina Elementary School PK-5 379 53,457         110 486           78%

Trapper Creek Elementary School K-5 18 16,080         110 146           12%

Willow Elementary School K-5 125 33,797         110 307           41%

Colony Middle School 6-8 839 120,000      135 889           94%

Palmer Middle School 6-8 557 128,452      135 951           59%

Teeland Middle School 6-8 882 135,000      135 1,000        88%

Wasilla Middle School 6-8 665 124,809      135 925           72%

Colony Senior High School 9-12 1,529 194,000      160 1,213        126%

Houston Jr/Sr High School 6-12 767 88,240         160 552           139%

Mat-Su Central K-12 2,309 20,309         160 127           1819%

Palmer High School 9-12 806 196,606      160 1,229        66%

Redington Jr Sr High 6-12 571 95,000         147.5 644           89%

Susitna Valley High 6-12 119 50,578         147.5 343           35%

Wasilla High School 9-12 1,010 200,326      160 1,252        81%

Academy Charter School K-8 254 51,934         122.5 424           60%

American Charter Academy K-8 174 6,400           122.5 52             333%

Birchtree Charter K-8 354 43,000         122.5 351           101%

Burchell High School 9-12 221 29,794         160 186           119%

Fronteras Spanish Immersion K-8 311 31,000         122.5 253           123%

Glacier View School K-12 45 20,343         110 185           24%

Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 9-12 831 97,400         135 721           115%

Mat-Su Day Sch 2-12 42 21,500         135 159           26%

Mat-Su Middle College 9-12 203 31,160         135 231           88%

Mat-Su Secondary 7-12 16 N/A 135 N/A #VALUE!

Midnight Sun Family Learning K-8 172 22,816         122.5 186           92%

Knik Cultural Charter School K-12 275 Not determined N/A #VALUE!

Twindly Bridge Charter K-12 559 11,660         135 86             647%

Valley Pathways 9-12 128        47,792         160 299           43%

TOTAL 20,447 2,802,253  21,685     94%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Big Lake Elementary School PK-5 341 57,240         110 520           66%

Butte Elementary School PK-5 282 49,550         110 450           63%

Cottonwood Creek Elementary PK-5 425 49,550         110 450           94%

Dena'ina Elementary K-5 414 46,010         110 418           99%

Finger Lake Elementary PK-5 351 53,457         110 486           72%

Fred and Sara Machetanz Elementary School PK-5 446 52,000         110 473           94%

Goose Bay Elementary School PK-2 293 53,457         110 486           60%

Iditarod Elementary School K-5 407 50,607         110 460           88%

John Shaw Elementary K-5 485 54,300         110 494           98%

Knik Elementary School 3-5 327 51,533         110 494           66%

Larson Elementary PK-5 379 54,378         110 494           77%

Meadow Lakes Elementary PK-5 298 54,378         110 494           60%

Old Sherrod Elementary 46,272         110 421           0%

Pioneer Peak Elementary PK-5 484 48,944         110 445           109%

Sherrod Elementary 3-5 417 54,700         110 497           84%

Snowshoe Elementary School K-5 352 49,550         110 450           78%

Sutton Elementary School K-5 52 25,414         110 231           23%

Swanson Elementary School K-5 455 51,335         110 467           97%

Talkeetna Elementary School K-5 78 28,125         110 256           31%

Tanaina Elementary School PK-5 379 53,457         110 486           78%

Trapper Creek Elementary School K-5 18 16,080         110 146           12%

Willow Elementary School K-5 125 33,797         110 307           41%

TOTAL 6,808 1,034,134  9,427       72%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method



 2021-2022 Enrollment and Demographics Study 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 93 

 

Figures 167-169. By 2032, two high schools will be over-capacity—
Colony and Houston.  
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Colony Middle School 6-8 839 120,000      135 889           94%

Palmer Middle School 6-8 557 128,452      135 951           59%

Teeland Middle School 6-8 882 135,000      135 1,000        88%

Wasilla Middle School 6-8 665 124,809      135 925           72%

TOTAL 2,943 508,261      3,765       78%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Colony Senior High School 9-12 1,529 194,000      160 1,213        126%

Houston Jr/Sr High School 6-12 767 88,240         160 552           139%

Palmer High School 9-12 806 196,606      160 1,229        66%

Redington Jr Sr High 6-12 571 95,000         147.5 644           89%

Susitna Valley High 6-12 119 50,578         147.5 343           35%

Wasilla High School 9-12 1,010 200,326      160 1,252        81%

TOTAL 4,802 824,750      5,232       92%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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Academy Charter School K-8 254 51,934         122.5 424           60%

American Charter Academy K-8 174 6,400           122.5 52             333%

Birchtree Charter K-8 354 43,000         122.5 351           101%

Burchell High School 9-12 221 29,794         160 186           119%

Fronteras Spanish Immersion K-8 311 31,000         122.5 253           123%

Glacier View School K-12 45 20,343         110 185           24%

Mat-Su Career & Technical High School 9-12 831 97,400         135 721           115%

Mat-Su Central K-12 2,309 20,309         160 127           1819%

Mat-Su Day Sch 2-12 42 21,500         135 159           26%

Mat-Su Middle College 9-12 203 31,160         135 231           88%

Mat-Su Secondary 7-12 16 N/A 135 N/A #VALUE!

Midnight Sun Family Learning K-8 172 22,816         122.5 186           92%

Knik Cultural Charter School K-12 275 Not determined N/A #VALUE!

Twindly Bridge Charter K-12 559 11,660         135 86             647%

Valley Pathways 9-12 128        47,792         160 299           43%

TOTAL 5,894 435,108      3,261       181%

 Gross Square Footage Calculation Method
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BUILDING  PROFILES 

Figure 170. Feeder System for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
School District 2021-2022. 
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Figure 171. Attendance matrix for the Mat-Su Elementaries.  For ex-
ample, the matrix shows that there are 32 children attending Birch-
tree Charter who live in the Cottonwood Creek area. Overall there 
are hundreds of children who are living in one attendance area and 
enrolled in another school.  Mat-Su Central School does not have a 
boundary area, per se, but the number shown in each of the tables 
on these two pages include only the Mat-Su Central enrollees who 
are in the grades for elementary, middle school and high school.  

WHERE STUDENTS ARE ENROLLED
Big 

Lake
Butte

Cottonwood 

Creek
Dena'ina

Finger 

Lake
Iditarod

Knik and 

Goose Bay
Larson Machetanz

Meadow 

Lakes

Pioneer 

Peak
Shaw Snowshoe Sutton

Swanson 

and 

Sherrod

Talkeetna Tanaina
Trapper 

Creek
Willow (blank)

TOTAL 

ENROLL

Academy Charter 54 2 1 9 4 1 17 35 24 6 7 93 2 255

American Charter Academy 38 3 7 1 9 46 1 2 65 2 12 6 192

Beryozova School 3 3 11 2 6 2 2 29

Big Lake Elementary 309 4 3 3 1 1 13 5 6 2 347

Birchtree Charter 2 27 32 13 44 15 16 15 1 18 56 25 28 4 81 27 1 405

Butte Elementary 238 3 4 1 2 1 16 1 266

Cottonwood Creek Elementary 5 5 223 8 22 17 22 14 14 19 19 15 22 8 12 425

Dena'ina Elementary 5 357 1 26 2 9 2 1 14 417

Finger Lake Elementary 1 6 13 310 12 10 8 8 17 9 3 20 417

Fronteras Spanish Immersion 4 7 18 11 48 12 16 20 6 11 27 43 14 2 52 21 1 313

Glacier View School 1 5 28 34

Goose Bay Elementary 10 2 23 8 257 1 2 16 2 18 1 340

Iditarod Elementary 5 8 12 14 8 208 14 20 2 23 6 8 33 7 38 2 408

Knik Elementary 7 1 11 2 218 2 7 1 5 1 5 2 262

Larson Elementary 3 4 3 24 17 13 217 3 18 2 25 8 8 31 1 377

Machetanz Elementary 4 5 14 6 5 14 16 4 282 6 11 7 49 14 16 453

Mat-Su Central School 27 44 65 38 67 134 44 20 35 75 44 57 58 10 105 25 30 2 22 3 905

Meadow Lakes Elementary 19 3 2 8 247 2 3 1 2 287

Midnight Sun Family Learning 2 15 1 6 17 1 2 76 6 2 2 12 10 152

Pioneer Peak Elementary 1 10 19 3 36 3 6 5 3 2 330 34 1 1 49 5 508

Shaw Elementary 2 3 14 2 44 20 7 28 1 12 9 339 10 11 24 5 531

Sherrod Elementary 11 4 1 5 2 1 6 3 3 4 327 1 368

Snowshoe Elementary 2 3 3 5 20 2 5 1 268 2 3 314

Sutton Elementary 3 35 6 44

Swanson Elementary 1 11 4 1 7 2 3 2 1 1 10 6 5 4 331 2 1 392

Talkeetna Elementary 93 1 1 95

Tanaina Elementary 6 1 1 19 3 7 2 25 11 3 271 349

Trapper Creek Elementary 1 16 17

Twindly Bridge Charter 19 51 41 29 29 26 35 15 7 60 39 37 24 18 71 2 52 3 4 562

Willow Elementary 5 3 1 1 1 1 127 139

Grand Total 470 482 486 557 665 536 810 393 397 710 619 660 597 91 1,207 121 562 18 173 49 9,603

WHERE STUDENTS LIVE
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Figures 172-173. Middle school 
and high school attendance ma-
trix.  

WHERE ENROLLED Colony MS Houston MS Palmer MS Redington Jr HS Su-Valley Jr HS Teeland MS Wasilla MS (blank) TOTAL ENROLLED

Academy Charter 52 169 1 21 10 2 255

American Charter Academy 3 98 2 27 8 54 192

Beryozova School 6 2 2 16 3 29

Birchtree Charter 124 16 125 16 59 65 405

Colony Middle School 443 12 101 6 94 38 694

Fronteras Spanish Immersion 84 14 82 15 72 45 1 313

Glacier View School 1 5 28 34

Houston Jr-Sr High School 2 613 18 4 3 12 3 655

Mat-Su Central School 82 69 105 39 13 61 136 1 506

Midnight Sun Family Learning 3 109 4 23 1 20 26 186

Palmer Jr Middle School 24 3 508 1 10 3 549

Redington Sr Jr-Sr High School 4 18 1 467 10 59 559

Susitna Valley Jr-Sr High School 26 179 7 212

Teeland Middle School 58 35 21 15 542 95 766

Twindly Bridge Charter 92 76 158 37 2 104 89 4 562

Wasilla Middle School 14 43 6 21 34 477 595

Grand Total 991 1,133 1,289 688 199 1,054 1,112 46 6,512

WHERE THE STUDENT LIVES

WHERE ENROLLED Colony HS Houston HS Palmer HS Redington HS Su-Valley HS Valley Pathways Wasilla HS (blank) Grand Total

American Charter Academy 9 98 2 27 56 192

Beryozova School 20 2 2 5 29

Birchtree Charter 158 16 125 16 90 405

Burchell High School 42 55 7 17 102 223

Colony High School 835 18 150 15 1 62 114 1,195

Glacier View School 1 5 28 34

Houston Jr-Sr High School 2 613 18 4 10 15 3 665

Mat-Su Career and Tech High 268 81 134 44 3 216 1 747

Mat-Su Central School 192 103 118 71 17 247 0 748

Mat-Su Day School 14 8 28 8 8 66

Mat-Su Middle College School 49 26 55 13 42 1 186

Mat-Su Secondary School 1 1 1 3

Palmer High School 66 10 654 4 81 24 839

Redington Sr Jr-Sr High School 6 18 1 467 5 67 564

Susitna Valley Jr-Sr High School 26 179 7 212

Wasilla High School 81 67 6 14 32 617 817

Grand Total 1,742 1,141 1,287 717 204 190 1,604 40 6,925

WHERE THE STUDENT LIVES
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Figure 176. Big Lake Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 175. Big Lake Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 174. Aerial Photo of Big Lake Elementary School. 
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Figure 177. Butte Elementary School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 179. Butte Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 178. Aerial Photo of Butte Elementary School. 
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Figure 182. Cottonwood Creek Elementary School distribution of 
students per half mile blocks. 

Figure 181. Cottonwood Creek Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 180. Aerial Photo of Cottonwood Creek Elementary School. 

398

386 387

408 410

420

412 415 416 417

425

398

384 384

402 403
410

400 401 401 400
405

398

382 380

396 395
400

388 387 385 382
386

330

350

370

390

410

430

450

P
ro

je
ct

e
d

 E
N

ro
ll

m
e

n
t

Cottonwood Cr. ES (K-5) Enrollment Projections

High

Medium

Low



 2021-2022 Enrollment and Demographics Study 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 101 

 

Figure 183. Dena’ina Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 185. Dena’ina Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 184. Aerial Photo of Dena’ina Elementary School (Not Available) 
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Figure 188. Finger Lake Elementary School distribution of students 
per half mile blocks. 

Figure 187. Finger Lake Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 186. Aerial Photo of Finger Lake Elementary School. 
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Figure 189. Goose Bay Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 191. Goose Bay Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 190. Aerial Photo of Goose Bay Elementary School. 
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Figure 194. Iditarod Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 193. Iditarod Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 192. Aerial Photo of Iditarod Elementary School. 
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Figure 195. Knik Elementary School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 197. Knik Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 196. Aerial Photo of Knik Elementary School. 
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Figure 200. Larson Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 199. LarsenElem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 198. Aerial Photo of Larson Elementary School. 
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Figure 201. Machetanz Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 203. Machetanz Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 202. Aerial Photo of Machetanz Elementary School. 
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Figure 206. Meadow Lakes Elementary School and distribution of 
students per half mile blocks. 

Figure 205. Meadow Lakes Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 204. Aerial Photo of Meadow Lakes Elementary School. 
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Figure 207. Pioneer Peak Elementary School distribution of students 
per half mile blocks. 

Figure 209. Pioneer Peak Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 208. Aerial Photo of Pioneer Peak Elementary School. 

495 493
489

493 492

469 471
474 472

476

484495
490

485 486 483

459 458 459
455 456

462

495
488

480 479
474

448 445 444
438 437

440

400

425

450

475

500

525

P
ro

je
ct

e
d

 E
N

ro
ll

m
e

n
t

Pioneer Peak ES (K-5) Enrollment Projections

High

Medium

Low



Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 110 

Figure 212. Shaw Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 211. Shaw Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 210. Aerial Photo of Shaw Elementary School. 
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Figure 213. Sherrod Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 215. Sherrod Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 214. Aerial Photo of Sherrod Elementary School. 
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Figure 218. Snowshoe Elementary School distribution of students 
per half mile blocks. 

Figure 217. Snowshoe Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 216. Aerial Photo of Snowshoe Elementary School. 
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Figure 219. Swanson Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 221. Swanson Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 220. Aerial Photo of Swanson Elementary School. 
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Figure 224. Tanaina Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 223. Tanaina Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 222. Aerial Photo of Tanaina Elementary School. 
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Figure 225. Colony Middle School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 227. Colony Middle School enrollment projections. 

Figure 226. Aerial Photo of Colony Middle School. 
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Figure 230. Houston Middle School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 229. Houston Middle School enrollment projections. 

Figure 228. Aerial Photo of Houston Middle School. 
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Figure 231. Palmer Jr. Middle School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 233. Palmer Jr. Middle School enrollment projections. 

Figure 232. Aerial Photo of Palmer Jr. Middle School. 
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Figure 236. Teeland Middle School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 235. Teeland Middle School enrollment projections. 

Figure 234. Aerial Photo of Teeland Middle School. 
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Figure 237. Wasilla Middle School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 239. Wasilla Middle School enrollment projections. 

Figure 238. Aerial Photo of Wasilla Middle School. 
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Figure 242. Colony High School distribution of students per half mile 
blocks. 

Figure 241. Colony High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 240. Aerial Photo of Colony High School. 
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Figure 243. Houston High School distribution of students per half mile 
blocks. 

Figure 245. Houston High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 244. Aerial Photo of Houston High School. 
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Figure 248. Palmer High School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 247. Palmer High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 246. Aerial Photo of Palmer High School. 
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Figure 249. Redington Jr. High School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 251. Redington Jr. High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 250. Aerial Photo of Redington Jr. High School. (No photo available.) 
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Figure 254. Wasilla High School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 253. Wasilla High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 252. Aerial Photo of Wasilla High School. 
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Figure 255. Beryozava School and distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 257. Beryozava School enrollment projections. 

Figure 256. Aerial Photo of Beryozava School. 
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Figure 260. Glacier View School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 259. Glacier View School enrollment projections. 

Figure 258. Aerial Photo of Glacier View School. 
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Figure 261. Sutton Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 263. Sutton Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 262. Aerial Photo of Sutton Elementary School. 
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Figure 266. Susitna Valley High School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 265. Susitna Valley High School enrollment projections. 

Figure 264. Aerial Photo of Susitna Valley High School. 
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Figure 267. Talkeetna Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 269. Talkeetna Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 268. Aerial Photo of Talkeetna Elementary School. 
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Figure 272. Trapper Creek Elementary School distribution of stu-
dents per half mile blocks. 

Figure 271. Trapper Creek Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 270. Aerial Photo of Trapper Creek Elementary School. (No photo 
available.  
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Figure 273. Willow Elementary School distribution of students per 
half mile blocks. 

Figure 275. Willow Elem School enrollment projections. 

Figure 274. Aerial Photo of Willow Elementary School. 
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Figure 278. Burchell High School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 277. Burchell High School enrollment projections. (Only one set of pro-
jections is made for this school because all three models were so close there 
was very little difference between them.)  

Figure 276. Aerial Photo of Burchell High School. 
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Figure 279. Mat-Su Career and Tech High School and distribution of 
students per half mile blocks. 

Figure 281. Mat-Su Career and Tech School enrollment projections. 

Figure 280. Aerial Photo of Mat-Su Career and Tech High School. 
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Figure 284. Mat-Su Central School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 283. Mat-Su Central School enrollment projections. 

Figure 282. Aerial Photo of Mat-Su Central School. 
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Figure 285. Mat-Su Day School and distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 287. Mat-Su Day School enrollment projections. 

Figure 286. Aerial Photo of Mat-Su Day School. 
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Figure 290. Mat-Su Middle College School distribution of students 
per half mile blocks. 

Figure 289. Mat– Su Middle College School enrollment projections. 

Figure 288. Aerial Photo of Mat-Su Middle College School. 
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Figure 291. Mat-Su Secondary School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 293. Mat-Su Secondary School enrollment projections. 

Figure 292. Aerial Photo of Mat-Su Secondary School. 
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Figure 296. Valley Pathways School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 295. Valley Pathways School enrollment projections. 

Figure 294. Aerial Photo of Valley Pathways School. 
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Figure 297. Academy Charter School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 298. Aerial Photo of Academy Charter School. 
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Figure 300. American Charter Academy School distribution of stu-
dents per half mile blocks. 

Figure 299. Aerial Photo of American Charter Academy School. 



 2021-2022 Enrollment and Demographics Study 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 141 

 

Figure 301. Birchtree Charter School distribution of students per half 
mile blocks. 

Figure 302. Aerial Photo of Birchtree Charter School. 
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Figure 304. Fronteras School distribution of students per half mile 
blocks. 

Figure 303. Aerial Photo of Fronteras School. 
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Figure 305. Midnight Sun Family Learning School distribution of stu-
dents per half mile blocks. 

Figure 306. Aerial Photo of Midnight Sun Family Learning School. 
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Figure 308. Twindly Bridge Charter School and distribution of stu-
dents per half mile blocks. 

Figure 307. Aerial Photo of Twindly Bridge Charter School. 
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O   C    V      

Integrity—We tell the truth even when it isn’t popular. Our 

word is our bond and we will do what we say. 

Hard Work—It is an honor to serve your school district. 

We will work hard to earn and keep your trust. 

Quality—Our demographic studies have more data, more 

information and more analysis than is produced by any other 

firm in the country.   

Innovation—We are always trying to find new ways to gath-

er and present better information. 

Accountability—We realize that school district administra-

tors  rely on our data for staff hiring, building construction 

and long-range planning.  If we are wrong, the decisions 

made can cost taxpayers millions of dollars. So we take our 

responsibility for providing the most accurate enrollment in-

formation possible very seriously.  

 



 2021-2022 Enrollment and Demographics Study 

© Business Information Services, LLC                        Page 195 

 


