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A Letter from the Superintendent
Dear Students, Parents, Teachers, and Community Members,

As we bid farewell to another remarkable school year, I am thrilled to share the highlights of 
our spring season and celebrate the accomplishments of our students and staff.

The end of the school year is always a time of reflection and celebration, and this year is no 
exception. Our students demonstrated resilience, creativity, and determination in their academic 
pursuits and extracurricular activities.

Spring brought with it a flurry of exciting events and activities. From the annual elementary 
living museum and nacho feed to exhilarating sports competitions, music and vocal concerts to 
the annual Jazz Festival, field trips abound, and a national title for FFA, our students embraced 
the spirit of camaraderie and teamwork. I am immensely proud of their dedication and 
sportsmanship on and off the field.

This season also marked a significant milestone for many of our students as they prepare to 
embark on the next chapter of their lives. Our graduating seniors have worked tirelessly to 
reach this momentous occasion, and it is with great pride that we celebrate their achievements. 
As they walk across the stage, we honor their hard work, perseverance, and commitment to 
excellence.

Our community has been an integral part of our success this year, and I extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to all parents, guardians, volunteers, and local businesses for their unwavering 
support. Together, we have continued a longstanding tradition of support for the Pleasant 
Hill Schools community where our students can thrive and succeed. As we look forward to the 
summer months, let us carry the spirit of unity and resilience with us. I wish you all a safe and 
enjoyable summer break, filled with laughter, relaxation, and cherished memories. 

My ‘WHY’ is to provide an educational environment where our students feel safe to explore 
their boundaries as they grow and mature while also being pushed to meet and exceed 
academic expectations so that they are prepared to be a productive, compassionate citizen 
no matter where their post-secondary experiences take them. In order to complete this mission 
we have to work together on their behalf. We have to model and maintain cooperative 
partnerships in order to ensure that every Pleasant Hill student finishes the school year having 
maximized their achievement and individual growth.

Sincerely,

Jim Crist
Superintendent
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Updates on the School District 
Bond Obligation

Bonds are essential for funding buildings, materials, 
textbooks, and computers. Typically, school districts use 
bonds to finance major construction projects, such as 
building new schools and upgrading existing ones. A school 
construction bond is essentially a loan that the school 
district takes out and repays over time using revenues from 
local property taxes. 

The funds from bonds can be allocated for high-cost 
projects, including new construction, property purchases, 
remodeling, large maintenance or repair projects, 
furnishing, equipment buildings, technology upgrades, 
curriculum, and classroom improvements. However, bonds 
cannot be used for operating costs, salaries, retirement 
benefits or other expenses.

In 2012, PHSD sold $17.9 million worth of General 
Obligation Bonds, using those funds, in part, to construct 
new wings at the Pleasant Hill Middle and High School, 
thanks to the support and election approval of Pleasant 
Hill community voters. 

Below is a current snapshot of the remaining bond 
obligations for PHSD.

PHSD Facilities Projects
Here’s a snapshot of the current and upcoming facilities projects at Pleasant 
Hill School District (PHSD):

High School Forestry Building Remodel

The forestry building is being remodeled into a functional Agriculture Science 
Classroom. Work is already underway and progressing smoothly.

Middle / High School Library Renovation

PHSD is in the design phase of renovating the middle and high school library, 
aiming for completion by September 2025. The renovation will likely include 
new floors, lighting, windows, HVAC systems, paint, furniture, and a redesign of 
the space.

High School Gymnasium Seismic Rehabilitation

The historic arched high school gymnasium is set for seismic rehabilitation. 
PHSD is set to receive the Seismic Rehabilitation Grant which is a State of 
Oregon competitive grant program that provides funding for the seismic 
rehabilitation of critical public buildings, particularly public schools and 
emergency services facilities. The proposal request will be developed over 
the 2024 summer, with the design process occurring next school year and 
construction slated for the summer of 2025.
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NEW EDUCATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (DEC) FORMING 
TO START IN THE FALL

In 2021, the Oregon Legislature passed Senate Bill 732 amending Oregon 
Revised Statutes (ORS) 328.542 and 329.095. This legislation requires each 
school district to establish and Educational Equity Advisory Committee (EEAC), 
also known as the District Equity Committee (DEC).

DECs are designed to help school leaders identify factors that support 
or hinder the success of students historically excluded or underserved by 
Oregon’s educational systems. These committees advise school boards and 
superintendents on the educational impacts of policy decisions, district-wide 
climate, issues affecting underserved student groups, and other relevant 
topics to fully assess student experiences. DECs provide a vital mechanism for 
engaging community voices and advancing equity in Oregon’s school districts.

In the coming months, we will share additional information on how to get 
involved in this committee. The committee is set to start by September 2025.



A Letter from the 
Principal
It seems like only yesterday; I was writing about the importance of 
parent engagement and attendance. I am happy to share we have a 
very active and supportive parent community and group of community 
members, too. Thank you for volunteering, contributing both your time 
and resources, as well as supporting our students both in and out of 
the classroom this year. 

The level of parent engagement is also evidenced by our school 
attendance. This year most of our classes have average at least 90% 
weekly attendance and some even average 95% attendance. We 
saw a boost in the number of students who became regular attenders, 
attending school 90% or more, missing no more than 17-18 days, this 
school year. 

Several years ago, our district adopted three primary goals: 
•	 Relationships
•	 Engagement
•	 Literacy

As I tour families and community members through the hallways of 
the elementary, you see first-hand the relationships staff and peers 
have built developing a supportive and safe environment for learning. 
You see an incredible staff dedicated to the success of each student 
designing engaging lessons and activities while striving to accelerate 
student learning not only in the area of literacy, both reading and 
math, but across the entire curriculum.

With the arrival of spring, each grade level is working on various 
projects ranging from creative writing, learning about various artists, 
creating businesses, studying life cycles from growing plants to the 
hatching of chicks, and studying the history of Pleasant Hill to name a 
few of the exciting opportunities for students. In addition, students at 
grades 3-5 have been completing the annual required Oregon State 
Assessments. We appreciate our community supporting our students by 
encouraging them to always try and do their best, ensuring students 
are getting plenty of sleep each night and eating a healthy breakfast 
to start the day off right. 

Before you know it, we will be saying welcome back and hello to both 
our returning and new families. Be watching your mailboxes and email 
for a letter in mid-August sharing information about fall opportunities 
as well as an invitation to our Fall Meet and Greet the Teacher/Open 
House event September 3, 2024, 1:30-2:30 p.m. for Kindergarten 
families, and 2:30-3:30 p.m. for families of students in grades 1-5. 
Until then, have a safe and wonderful summer!

Respectfully, 
Devery Stoneberg
Principal

2024-2025 School Year Registration & 
Kindergarten INformation

It is also that time of year to begin preparing for the 2024-
2025 school year. The process begins with families verifying their 
student’s information in Synergy, our student information system. 
We are asking all of our families to complete the Verification of 
Information, formerly known as Spring Registration, by visiting 
https://www.pleasanthill.k12.or.us/registration/returning-
students. 

If you have a student who will be attending Pleasant Hill 
Elementary as a new student in the fall, please register your 
student by visiting https://www.pleasanthill.k12.or.us/
registration/new-student-registration. 

If we can be of any assistance, please call our office at (541) 
736-0400. 

In addition, online registration for kindergarten students is also 
open. Any Pleasant Hill School District family who has a child 
who will be 5 on or before September 1, 2024, may enroll your 
student for kindergarten by visiting 
https://sites.google.com/pleasanthill.k12.or.us/
pheskindergarten/.

Before your child may officially start school the first week of 
September, we will need you to provide our school with:

•	 Birth Certificate for the student(s)
•	 Immunization records
•	 Proof of Residency consisting of: 

•	 Electric bill with your name and address listed;
•	 Lease/rental agreement; or
•	 Mortgage statement

You are welcome to upload these documents as part of the online 
registration process or bring them directly to the school office. 

We will be implementing Kinder staggered start this coming fall. 
Staggered start provides an opportunity for teachers to introduce 
the rituals and routines of the classroom plus time to get to know 
your student so they can create balanced environments to better 
meet the needs of each child. 

Kinder families will be assigned to start either Wednesday, 
September 4, 2024, or Thursday, September 5, 2024, to attend 
school. Students will not attend on Friday, September 6, 2024. On 
Friday, once the classes have been finalized you will receive a call 
from the teacher your student will be working with for the 2024-
25 school year. All students will report to their assigned classroom 
on Monday, September 9, 2024. 

You will receive a postcard about 2 weeks prior to the start of 
school letting you know which day your student will be attending, 
providing you time to plan for childcare if needed. If a student 
registers after post cards are mailed, we will call you letting you 
know which date your student will attend that week.
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Updates from Around the 
Pleasant Hill School District

Sixth Grade Orientation Date: Where Every Billie Belongs

Attention 6th Graders: We look forward to welcoming you to your first day of school on 
September 4, 2024. This will be a full, regular school day for our 6th grade middle school 
Billies, led by our dedicated student WEBB (Where Every Billie Belongs) leaders and middle 
school staff. 

Your first day in 6th grade will be filled with fun activities, meeting your teachers, becoming 
familiar with your schedule and your locker, learning the lunch routine, receiving an introduction 
to the music program, and feeling an overall sense of “Billie Belonging” as you transition into 
middle school. Mark your calendars, it will be a great first day of school.

Pleasant Hill Elementary School PTO Updates

What a wonderful year we have had at PHES. The PTO would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the entire community for their support and volunteer hours this school year. 

Our last meeting of the school year will be on June 11 at 2:30 p.m. in the Pleasant Hill 
Community Center. At this meeting we will be voting for the 2024-2025 PTO Board. We would 
love to see some new faces this year and encourage anyone with even a slight interest to 
contact us to learn what it means to be on the PTO Board. 

PHES parents can watch for information to come via Seesaw from Mrs. Stoneberg. Every year, 
all positions are open so if you are interested please reach out and get your name on the 
ballot. We also need parents to vote. Make your voice heard and join us on June 11.

Pleasant Hill education Foundation Updates

The 2023-2024 school year has been amazing, and we would like to thank all the donors, 
volunteers and teachers/staff that have helped support the Pleasant Hill Education Foundation. 
We have enjoyed being able to support the district through our Innovative Educator Grants, 
Scholarships, and Donor-Directed Funds.

We would like to thank our sponsors and all who attended our PHEF Prom Night Gala. We 
are excited to announce we raised over $45,000 for Pleasant Hill Schools. We couldn’t do this 
without the amazing support of our community and sponsors.

Upcoming Events: Save the Date!
Breakfast on the Hill—November 2024
PHEF Gala Fundraiser—February 2025

thE PlEaSant hill high 
School BooStEr clUB 
thanKS yoU

The Pleasant Hill Booster Club would like 
to extend their deepest appreciation to 
the Pleasant Hill community, community 
partners, sponsors and donors for their 
generous support of our annual Dinner and 
Auction Fundraiser held at the Springfield 
Armory on April 27. With your support 
we were able to raise another $50,000 
towards our baseball and softball turf 
project bringing the total raised to 
$185,000 out of $210,000 needed. 

We are extremely grateful for all the 
teams and volunteers who came out 
in record numbers to help as well. We 
could not have raised this money without 
you. A special thank you goes out Kyle 
McClain, PHHS Athletic Director and Chris 
Reiersgaard, PHHS Principal who with their 
enthusiastic support were instrumental in 
supporting coaches and athlete attendance. 
Lastly, we appreciate the dedication of 
the Pleasant Hill Booster Board. Celina 
Ziolkowski, Stefanie Sheava, and Heather 
Van Ordstrand are shining examples of 
community service. Thank you.

We are always looking for volunteers and 
members. We need your help to support 
the students of Pleasant Hill. We meet the 
second Wednesday of every month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Pleasant Hill Community 
Center. We warmly welcome you to our 
next meeting.
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96th annual Oregon FFA State 
Convention
The Pleasant Hill chapter attended the 96th 
Oregon FFA state convention, this spring in 
Redmond, Oregon.  11 middle school and 
high school students attended different 
workshops, in leadership, livestock, and 
farming. We had multiple people compete 
in the farm business management tests, 
proficiency committees, and other leadership 
rolls. Ms. White earned her Honorary State 
Degree, the State’s highest FFA award 
for Agriculture Teachers. We had a great 
Chapter building time and meet students from 
all over the state.

Lane County Livestock Association 
Annual Banquet
We had several students participate in 
the LCLA Banquet this year representing 
our chapter as Youth producer of the year 
candidates and servers. Middle and High 
School Students interacted with Industry and 
several guest speakers on local and national 
issues effecting livestock production and 
animal husbandry. Ms. White received the 
Top Hand Education award for promoting 
Agriculture Education in the County.

Pleasant Hill FFA Annual Plant Sale
On May 4, 2024 we held our third annual 
plant sale. This is one of our biggest 
fundraisers. Students in horticulture helped 
plant the plants. Ag Business Management 
worked on writing grants, and marketing our 
sale. We also had students help with selling 
the plants. We raised $6,500 for our chapter 
events and activities budget.  

Thank you to Wilco, Rexius, Armitage Nursery, 
and PHHS Class of 2024 for material and 
plant donations.

pleasant hill High school and Middle School news

Spring 2024 FFA, CTE, and AG News and Updates

carEEr DEvEloPMEnt EvEntS (CDE)

Our Middle and High School students 
attended and completed several CDE 
this spring. They included Poultry, Meats 
Evaluation, Crops, Dairy Food Products, 
Veterinary Science. Pleasant Hill High School 
FFA also hosted the Upper Willamette District 
Floriculture and Forestry CDE event this 
Spring. Our students earned many top five 
placings in both beginning and advanced 
competitions earning several First, Second, 
and Third place banners.  

We want to thank the Pleasant Hill Education 
Foundation and Pleasant Hill FFA Alumni and 
Supporters Association for providing the funds 
and coordination volunteers for these events.  
Our amazing industry sponsors and volunteers 
included Giustina Land and Timber Company, 
Roseburg Forest Product, Oregon Women in 
Timber, OSU Master Woodland Program, 
Bauman Tree Farms, Events by Erin, Jasper 
Flower Farm, Rattlesnake BBQ, Thurston 
Flowers, Charlies Little and Company LLC and 
many community volunteers.

PagE FivE

We took five students to the Firefighting 2 
certification field day at Lane Community 
College on Friday, May 17 to test for red 
card status. Students have been training and 
studying most of the year in preparation for 
this certification. We are happy to promote 
that many of our CTE courses strive for 
certification or preparation for completion 
following graduation or as additional benefits 
to trade in industry jobs. We have had 
several CTE industry tours targeting trades 
and Associate Degree-level careers.  Several 
have been hosted at LBCC, LCC, LC Connect, 
and the Oregon Women in Trade Conference. 

As the school wraps up many of our students 
will continue on in summer animal projects to 
be shown and marketed at the Lane County 
Fair Youth Auction July 27. Students have 
been raising and training these animals all 
year long to sell and help raise money for 
more projects, college, transportation, and 
other goals. These students work hard into 
the summer and would love to sell animals 
to the local community. Many students have 
breeding projects and raise animals to sell 
year-round. If you are interested in supporting 
our FFA Program, volunteering, or want more 
information on animal sales please contact 
Angela White at awhite@pleasanthill.k12. 
or.us or (541) 207-2184.



Dear Parents and Guardians of Pleasant Hill Students,

Short-acting opioid antagonists such as naloxone (commercial name 
Narcan) are medications designed to quickly reverse the effects of 
opioids in the body. They bind to the opioid receptors in the brain, 
displacing any opioids present and blocking their effects. These 
antagonists are typically used in emergency situations, such as opioid 
overdose, to rapidly restore normal breathing and consciousness. The 
purpose of short-acting opioid antagonists include:

1. Overdose Reversal: 
The primary purpose of short-acting opioid antagonists is to reverse 
the life-threatening effects of opioid overdose. Opioids, such as 
heroin, fentanyl, or prescription painkillers, can suppress breathing 
and lead to respiratory failure, coma, or death. Administering an 
opioid antagonist promptly can counteract these effects and restore 
normal breathing, potentially saving the person’s life.

2. Emergency Treatment: 
Short-acting opioid antagonists are used in emergency medical 
settings, such as hospitals and ambulance services, to treat opioid 
overdose quickly and effectively. Time is crucial in such situations, and 
these antagonists provide a rapid response to counteract the overdose 
effects.

3. Preventive Measures: 
In some cases, short-acting opioid antagonists may be prescribed as a 
preventive measure in high-risk situations, such as when individuals with 
a history of opioid abuse are prescribed opioid painkillers. Providing 
access to these antagonists alongside opioids can help mitigate the 
risk of overdose.

4. Research and Clinical Studies: 
Short-acting opioid antagonists are also used in research settings to 
study opioid addiction, overdose, and potential treatments. Clinical 
studies may investigate the efficacy and safety of different antagonist 
formulations or delivery methods.

Examples of short-acting opioid antagonists include naloxone (Narcan) 
and naltrexone. Naloxone is particularly well-known for its ability 
to rapidly reverse opioid overdose effects and is commonly used 
by emergency medical personnel, law enforcement officers, and 
bystanders trained in opioid overdose response. Naltrexone is also 
used in the treatment of opioid addiction but has a longer duration of 
action compared to naloxone. These medications play a crucial role 
in addressing the opioid crisis and saving lives threatened by opioid 
overdose. 

In an emergency involving a suspected opioid overdose, the risks of 
administering a short-acting opioid antagonist, such as naloxone, to an 
individual must be weighed against the risks of not administering it.
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Student Safety Notice: Harm Reduction
The risks of administering a short-acting opioid antagonist include:

1. Precipitating Withdrawal Symptoms: 
Administration of naloxone can rapidly reverse the effects of opioids, 
potentially causing the individual to experience withdrawal symptoms 
such as agitation, nausea, vomiting, sweating, and increased heart rate. 
While withdrawal symptoms are uncomfortable, they are generally not 
life-threatening.

2. Potential for Agitation or Violence: 
Some individuals may become agitated or hostile upon awakening 
from opioid overdose reversal, particularly if they were using opioids 
in combination with other substances. This could pose risks to both the 
individual and bystanders.

3. Underlying Medical Conditions: 
There may be underlying medical conditions or complications that 
are not immediately apparent, and administering naloxone could 
exacerbate these conditions or complicate subsequent medical 
treatment.

On the other hand, the risks of not administering a short-acting opioid 
antagonist are far more severe and may include:

1. Respiratory Depression and Respiratory Arrest: 
Opioids can cause severe respiratory depression, leading to 
respiratory arrest and ultimately death if left untreated. Naloxone 
rapidly reverses opioid-induced respiratory depression, restoring 
normal breathing and preventing fatal outcomes.

2. Loss of Consciousness: 
Opioid overdose can result in loss of consciousness and coma, which 
can lead to aspiration, airway obstruction, and other complications. 
Administering naloxone can rapidly restore consciousness, allowing for 
proper airway management and medical assessment.

3. Brain Damage or Death: 
Prolonged lack of oxygen due to opioid-induced respiratory 
depression can result in brain damage or death. Time is critical in such 
situations, and delaying administration of naloxone increases the risk of 
irreversible harm.

In summary, while there are potential risks associated with 
administering a short-acting opioid antagonist in an emergency 
situation, the immediate dangers of untreated opioid overdose far 
outweigh these risks. 

Continued, Next Page
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Student Safety 
continued from page 6

Administering naloxone promptly can save 
lives by reversing respiratory depression 
and preventing potentially fatal outcomes.

In our school district, Pleasant Hill 
Elementary, Pleasant Hill Middle and 
Pleasant Hill High School are equipped 
with short-acting opioid antagonists, 
such as naloxone, and have access to the 
necessary medical supplies and training to 
administer these medications on site in the 
event of an opioid overdose emergency. 
This proactive measure ensures the 
safety and well-being of students, staff, 
and visitors by providing prompt and 
potentially life-saving intervention in cases 
of opioid overdose within designated 
school premises.

In the event of an emergency where a 
student appears to be unconscious and 
experiencing symptoms consistent with an 
opioid overdose, a representative of the 
school, such as a trained staff member or 
school nurse, is authorized to administer 
a short-acting opioid antagonist, such 
as naloxone. This proactive measure is 
in place to ensure the safety and well-
being of students, providing immediate 
intervention to potentially reverse the 
effects of opioid overdose and prevent 
further harm.

Resources for further information:
•	 Lane County Public Health: 

fentanylaware.com
•	 Oregon Health Authority: 

savelivesoregon.org
•	 Song for Charlie: songforcharlie.org

Sincerely,

Jim Crist
Superintendent

Spring Band Activities
This spring has been filled with amazing musical experiences for our band students.
On April 13th we hosted the 47th annual Pleasant Hill Jazz Festival. Fifty ensembles, over eight 
hundred students, local professionals, guest artists and judges, and our esteemed Grammy-
winning guest artist Esperanza Spalding made for a very special day. To cap it off, Solar Jazz 
made it into finals and placed first at the end of the night in the single “A’ division. Two years in 
a row! Thank you to everyone that attended and helped out, it was one for the record books.

Directly following that, we took over forty jazz band and choir students to Southern California 
to attend the Fullerton Jazz Festival at Fullerton College. This was a fantastic two days of 
performing, listening, and learning from established music educators from outside of our region. 
Following this we spent a couple days at the Disney theme parks and had a great time team
building and creating lasting life-long memories.

Following this, our Wind Ensemble earned their first trip to the OSAA Band Championships since 
2016. The students performed very well and ended up placing fifth in the state for the 3A 
division. Please congratulate a band student when you see one next.

As I’m writing this we have one more competition for jazz band, and that is the OMEA State 
Jazz Championships at Mt. Hood Community College. We are hoping to do well again this 
year. Stay tuned for announcements regarding the results.

Our stellar senior drummer Noah Bernacki will be graduating this year. Throughout his time with 
us he has been awarded outstanding musician awards at almost every festival we’ve attended. 
This past year he has taken auditions and been accepted at multiple universities across the 
country. However, he has chosen to stay in Eugene and attend the University of Oregon on a full 
scholarship in their jazz program. We are sad to see him leave us, but excited for Noah and all 
the music he will be making going forward. If you see him, please congratulate him!

It’s been quite the year here in band at Pleasant Hill schools. Thank you to everyone that has 
and continues to support music in our community. Have a great summer!

Sincerely, 

Zac Tendick
Band Director

Choir Updates for the Spring
The Pleasant Hill Choir Department had a full concert season this past Spring. Variations, our 
7th/8th grade choir, performed at the Just Sing It 2.0 Choir Festival in February and sang with 
over 200+ students. They brought down the house with their line dancing number, Fishin’ In The 
Dark by the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band. Ascensions, our high school advanced choir, performed at 
a number of events this past spring. Ascensions performed with Lane Community College and 
Springfield High School at LCC’s Winter Choir Concert, received 3rd place at the Clackamas 
Vocal Jazz Festival, performed at the Fullerton College Vocal Jazz Festival, and finished in 5th 
place at the OSAA State Choir Championships.

Now, we are looking to close out the year with our combined Band/Choir Middle School 
performance on Thursday, May 30th at 6:00 p.m. in the High School Main Gym. Come on out to 
support the choir program and stay connected with us via Facebook and Instagram @phillchoir

Thank you and take care,

Kyle Ludwig
Choir Director
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PHHS Spring Athletics Results!
PHHS spring sports are wrapping up. Baseball finished 
the season 19-6 and is ranked #4 in the state. Softball 
finished the season 18-7 and is ranked #10 in the state 
and claimed the Mountain Valley Conference title. Both 
teams are looking to make a deep run in the state playoffs. 
Track and Field qualified 15 student athletes for 8 different 
events at the OSAA State Championships, which took place 
May 16-17 at Hayward Field. The boys team placed 3rd 
at districts while the girls placed 7th. Their season has been 
a big success with many student athletes achieving personal 
records throughout the season.


