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Office of the Superintendent

1220 Howard Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
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Fax (269) 337-0149

May 21, 2024

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE
KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS BOARD OF EDUCATION

A regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Kalamazoo Public Schools will be held on Thursday,
May 23, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 1220 Howard Street,
Kalamazoo, MI 49008. The meeting will be live streamed on Public Media Network on the Live TV
Channel PMN 5: https://www.publicmedianet.org/pmn-discover-live.

The Board of Trustees, Superintendent, and senior staff will have an informational dinner meeting at 5:30
p.m. in the Superintendent’s office area and will also discuss any matters that may come before the Board.

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Jennie Hill, Secretary
Board of Education

❖ Please contact the Superintendent’s Office in advance of the meeting if auxiliary aids or services
for individuals with disabilities are needed.

❖ Official minutes of Kalamazoo Public Schools Board of Education open meetings are available
for inspection within eight working days of the meeting at the Superintendent’s Office, 1220
Howard Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49008.

https://www.publicmedianet.org/pmn-discover-live






KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board of Education
1220 Howard Street

May 9, 2024 - Committee of the Whole

I. Call to Order

President Harrison called the May 9, 2024, Committee of the Whole meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 1220 Howard Street.

II. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

III. Acceptance of Agenda

MOTION: Trustee Patti Sholler Barber, supported by Trustee Hill, made a motion to approve the
agenda.

IV. Attendance

Board members present: President TiAnna Harrison, Vice President Jermaine Jackson, Secretary
Jennie Hill, Trustee Patti Sholler-Barber, Trustee Takisha Johnson, Trustee Carol McGlinn, and
Trustee Karla Murphy. Superintendent Dr. Darrin Slade, Chief Financial Officer Laura Kayser,
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, Professional Development Dr. Angela Justice, Executive
Director of Communications and Marketing Susan Coney, and the press were also present.

V. Person Requesting to Address the Board (3-minute individual limit)

None.

VI. Other Business

A. Held Committee of the Whole.

B. Reviewed the timeline for the Superintendent Evaluation.

All Trustees present agreed to change and update the interview questions.

VII. Next regular Board of Education Meeting

President Harrison announced the next Board of Education meeting date: Regular Board of
Education Meeting, Thursday, May 9, 2024 - 7:00 p.m.

President Harrison adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennie Hill,
Secretary, Board of Education



VIII A.1

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Board of Education Meeting

1220 Howard Street
May 9, 2024 – Regular Meeting Minutes

I. Call to Order
President Harrison called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

III. Acceptance of Agenda
President Harrison asked for a motion to accept the agenda.

MOTION: Trustee Sholler-Barber, supported by Trustee Jackson, motioned to accept the agenda.

Disposition: Voice vote; all in favor. Motion carried unanimously by trustees present.

IV. Attendance
Board members present: TiAnna Harrison, Jermaine Jackson, Jennie Hill, Karla Murphy, Carol
McGlinn, Patti Sholler-Barber and Takisha Johnson. Superintendent Dr. Darrin Slade was also
present.

V. Board Recognitions
Kelly Corrigan, Principal at Winchell Elementary, recognized students Autumn Meade, Jai
Willhite, Razia Whitley, Jewel Cotton, and Jayven Blackwell.

Frank Rocco, Principal at Woodward Elementary, recognized students Faith Graham, Josiah
McWane, Ja’Keem Calbert, Mariah Smith, Aaron Tobar, and Christian Jackson.

Sylvia Washington, Principal at Northeastern Elementary, recognized staff member Tammye
Timmerman.

Linda Mitchell, Principal, and Sierra Prather, Assistant Principal at Woods Lake Elementary,
recognized staff members Natalie Orbe and Marlean Wilson-Bridges.

VI. Committee Reports/School Reports:
None.

VII. Correspondence
Secretary Hill reported the correspondence for the period of April 26 - May 9, 2024.

● Email received April 28 from Janet Maxwell regarding a suspension appeal from
Hillside. Craig McCane replied on April 29 and Secretary Hill replied on May 6.

● Email received April 29 from Shannon Parlato regarding including the board to select
KPS Spirit Apparel. Secretary Hill replied on May 6.

● Email received May 7 from Vipul Gupta regarding a book their son wrote they would like
the district to purchase. Secretary Hill replied on May 9.

● Email received May 7 from Tanell Hills regarding a grant program through Blue Cross
Blue Shield’s Social Mission Team. Secretary Hill replied on May 9.
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VIII. Consent Calendar
President Harrison presented the Consent Calendar items: VIII.A.1 April 25, 2024, Regular
Meeting Minutes, VIII.B.1 Purchase Recommendations 2024-40, 2024-41, VIII.B.2 Sidewalk
Easement Agreements, and VIII.C. Personnel Changes.

Disposition: Voice vote; all in favor. Motion carried unanimously by trustees present.

Board Discussion

Carol McGlinn
● Attended Maple Street SWOT analysis meeting and appreciated the fun chairs in the

library.
● Asked for more information regarding the sidewalk easements. Laura Kayser answered

and stated that this is to construct sidewalks in front of Prairie Ridge Elementary and will
be funded by Oshtemo Township and will allow greater access for students, staff, and the
community.

Karla Murphy
● Asked how far the sidewalks will go for the sidewalk easements and the anticipated

completion date. Laura Kayser answered and stated it goes down 9th Street and there are
33 other easement agreements to complete the project. This is expected to be completed
in September 2025.

IX. Reports and Recommendations
A. Superintendent’s Update

Dr. Slade gave updates on Summer School. There is no charge to participate. The program will be
mandatory for some. Informational letters will be sent home next week. Meetings will be held at
each middle school in person to give information to students.

● Stated there is continuous improvement with attendance in April. He celebrated ongoing
improvement of attendance rates with a 9.8% increase.

● Went over the remaining SWOT analysis school sessions. 20 sessions have been
completed so far. Dr. Slade is impressed with the honest feedback from stakeholders.

● Took high school student advisory groups and Loy Norrix Knight Life to Shedd
Aquarium in Chicago. He mentioned more field trips will happen with students next year.

● Gave updates for high schools. Prom for both high schools were on May 4. He thanked
all parents, staff, and students who took part in the prom. High school Graduation dates
begin with Loy Norrix on May 29. Kalamazoo Central on May 30. Phoenix on May 31.
KILP will take place on June 5.

● Thanked teachers for hard work during Teacher Appreciation Week.

B. Resolution Regarding 2024-2025 Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency
(KRESA) Budget
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MOTION:Moved by Trustee McGlinn, supported by Trustee Murphy to approve the
2024-2025 KRESA Budget.

Disposition: Voice vote: motion carried, all in favor by trustees present.

C. Administrative Appointment
Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, Sheila Dorsey-Smith, read the
recommendation to appoint Mr. Kyle Shack to the position of Assistant Principal at
Kalamazoo Central High School.

D. Administrative Appointment
Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources, Sheila Dorsey-Smith, read the
recommendation to appoint Ms. Kimberly Bruwer to the position of Assistant Principal at
Kalamazoo Central High School.

MOTION:Moved by Trustee Sholler-Barber, supported by Trustee McGlinn to appoint Kyle
Shack and Kimberly Bruwer to Assistant Principals at Kalamazoo Central High School.

Disposition: Voice vote: motion carried, all in favor by trustees present.

X. Persons Requesting to Address the Board (3-minute individual limit)
Public comments/audience participation. No actions taken.

XI. Other Business
A. Board Expense Authorization – Patti Sholler-Barber
B. Board Expense Authorization – TiAnna Harrison

XII. Comments by Trustees/Superintendent

Jermaine Jackson
● Appreciated Dr. Slade and team for Saturday canvasing to recruit students back to school

to address chronic absenteeism.
● Appreciates in person meetings with students for summer school.
● Glad for the increase in field trips.
● Acknowledged staff speaking about needing support in cafeteria.
● Congratulations to the food service worker for 20+ years of perfect attendance.
● Glad for another school year coming to close.
● Appreciates leadership from the superintendent.

Patti Sholler-Barber
● Mentioned student art show in Bronson Park. Shoutout to Mandy Clearwaters.

Appreciates all students are included.
● Hopes food service voices are heard.
● Shoutout to retirement celebration and to teachers.
● Graduation- many events. Please support all events.
● Attended Loy Norrix track meet, softball game, and baseball. Appreciates athlete

diversity.
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● Appreciates SWOT analysis attendance. Commended Dr. Slade for asking for real
feedback.

● Attended SWOT meeting at Transportation center. Asked community to encourage
children to use best possible behavior on the bus.

● Shoutout to summer school. Appreciates Dr. Slade going to buildings for need and giving
reasons for students needing to be there.

● Wished everyone a happy Mother’s Day this weekend.

Karla Murphy
● Had two seniors attend prom and they had a great time. Most districts in the area had

prom this weekend.
● Congratulations to Loy Norrix for taking 1st and 3rd place during Forensics. Students got

ready for prom at state at K College and then went to prom.
● Teacher Appreciation Week. Big thanks to Mr. Lafferty, Ms. English, and some parents

who are teachers in district.
● May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Thanked everyone for their input.
● Acknowledged HSOA state competition and KAMSC students who placed at state.
● CTE, EFA, EMC meetings happening soon.
● Grad meetings for Kalamazoo Central and Loy Norrix are both the week of the 20th.

Urged parents to check their inboxes.
● Reminded families to attend senior awards and cording ceremonies.

Takisha Johnson
● Stated she is a former teacher for 7th and 8th grade. Acknowledged teaching is a very

hard job. Appreciates hard work that teachers do. Teachers are major influence in life.
● Appreciates community coming together and urged community to put information out as

soon as possible, especially during this tornado. We are Kalamazoo Strong.
● Kalamazoo Kings and Queens is an organization that helps junior high and high school

students with field trips.
● Happy that the first field trip was to Chicago. Appreciates school district taking students

on field trips.
● Appreciates seeing positive direction change within the school district.
● May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Support students as well as their families at

home. Understand the whole. Make sure all resources are available.
● Urged community to have a little grace for seniors during the month of May.

Jennie Hill
● Announced Greenleaf Trust is having a student celebration and is working with Phoenix

this weekend. Project is on financial literacy.
● Shoutout to teachers and community members who take time to teach.
● Shoutout to food service workers who show up every day for students.
● May 17 at Growlers Field is KPS Embracing Cultures.
● CIS event at Arcadia Festival Site on Saturday, June 22.

TiAnna Harrison
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● Highlighted SWOT analysis sessions. The most encouraging thing is there is a sense of
relief to express concerns or comments. Appreciates that the sessions are a safe space.

● Highlighted Teacher Appreciation Week. Has been in education for 26 years.
● Received 3 awards for master board member, data specialization, and advocacy skills

specialty award.
● Congratulations to community for successful prom season.
● Graduations are less than 20 days away. Hold strong through the end of the year.
● Excited for student field trips and different experience exposures.
● Support Trustee Johnson with parental supports and looks forward to how the district

assists families.
● First Annual Youth Apprenticeship Week. Encouraged children who aren’t sure about

post-secondary options. Urged students to look into trades if they aren’t sure about
college. Kalamazoo Promise will allow students to enroll in trades as well.

Dr. Slade
● Stated hearts are with Portage during the tragic situation.
● Recognized Karen Jackson for making sure schools were prepared for students.
● Acknowledged staff members for making sure Lincoln was ready for students after

flooding.
● Saturday School has concluded. Thanked parents for students attending. Thanked Dr.

Dyson and Dr. Justice for planning. Looking forward to Michigan’s Adventure trip for
Saturday School.

XIII. Closed Session
President Harrison called for a motion to consult on a legal matter with the district attorney. She
stated that the board may or may not return to the floor following the session.

MOTION: President Harrison, supported by Trustee Johnson, made a motion for the board to
convene in closed session pursuant to Section 8(a) of the Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.268(e) to
consult with its attorney regarding trial or settlement strategy in connection with specific pending
litigation, but only if an open meeting would have a detrimental financial effect on the litigating
or settlement position of the public body.

Disposition: Voice vote; all in favor. Motion carried unanimously by trustees present.

The board did not return from closed session and the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

XIV. Next Board of Education Meeting

The next regular Board of Education meeting is Thursday, May 23, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole DeGraaf, Recording Secretary,













KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PURCHASE RECOMMENDATION DATA SHEET

Board Meeting Date:    May 23, 2024
      Request Number:   2024-46

Amount:   $48,535.20

Item:  Textbooks for AP African American Studies

Cost Center:  Instruction and Student Services
                       
Cost Center Representative(s) Attending Board Meeting:  Angela Justice
                                                     
Description of Need: 
The selected text, “African American Odyssey”, aligns with the new course being taught at the district in 
high school, AP African American Studies.  The course is designed to provide students with a 
comprehensive understanding of the experiences, contributions, and perspectives of African American 
throughout history.  The course explores themes such as culture, identity, politics, economics and social 
justice from the African American perspective.  

Vendor:  Savvas
                Paramus, NY
                                
 Number of Proposals Requested:  N/A      Received:  N/A

Low Bid Accepted?  N/A

Additional Information:  
A curriculum committee comprised of teachers and ISS staff reviewed available textbooks and 
determined that the selected text best met the needs of students and staff.



 KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

PURCHASE RECOMMENDATION DATA SHEET 
  
 
 
       Board Meeting Date:    May 23, 2024 
             Request Number:    2024-47 
       Amount:     $68,350.00 
 
 
 
Item:  Marzano Proficiency Scale Licenses & Training 
 
Cost Center:  Instruction and Student Services 
                        
Cost Center Representative(s) Attending Board Meeting:  Angela Justice 
                                                      
Description of Need:  
We currently utilize the Marzano proficiency scale licenses for K-5 math.  This recommendation will 
expand the use of these scales to K-8 math and K-8 ELA and includes training for ISS staff to assist them 
with training K-8 teachers.  The goal of the Marzano proficiency scale licenses and training is to assist K-
8 teachers with providing clear and specific criteria to define, measure, and motivate student learning.   
 
Vendor:  Marzano Resources 
                Bloomington, IN 
                                 
 Number of Proposals Requested:  N/A      Received:  N/A 
 
Low Bid Accepted?  N/A 
 
Additional Information:   
ISS staff reviewed the current program and alternatives and determined expanding this program would 
provide the best resource for staff. 



VIII.C. 
 
 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOL 
Office of the Superintendent 

             
TO:  Board of Trustees 
   
FROM:  Dr. Darrin Slade, Superintendent 
   
DATE:  May 23, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Personnel Changes  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that the board approve the following employment changes:   
 

I. Employment  
A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 

II. Promotions/Key Transfers 
A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 

Ashlie S. Stecker, transfer Interim Lead District Receptionist to Lead District 
Receptionist, Human Resources, 04/30/2024 

III. Leaves of Absence 
A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 

IV. Terminations 
A. Professional/Management 

John A. Byrket, Second Grade Teacher, Edison Academy, Resignation, 06/10/2024  
Katie J. Loza, Kindergarten Teacher, Washington Writers Academy, Resignation, 
06/10/2024  

B.   Classified 
   

V. Termination from Leave of Absence 
A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 

VI. Return from Leave of Absence 
A.       Professional/Management  
B.       Classified   

VII. Lay-offs 
A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 




