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The School Board of Franklin County
‘Bylaws & Policies

5200 - ATTENDANCE

The educational program offered by this District is predicated upon the presence of the student and requires
continuity of instruction and classroom participation. Attendance shall be required of all students enrolled in the
schools during the days and hours that the school is in session. School attendance is the responsibility of
parents and students. Absences shall be reported to the school attendance office by the parent or adult student
as soon as practicable.

In accordance with statute, the Superintendent shall require, from the parent of each student of compulsory
school age or from an adult student who has been absent from school or from class for any reason, a
statement of the cause for such absence. The School Board reserves the right to verify such statements and to
investigate the cause of each single absence.

In addition, educators have the responsibility to encourage regular attendance of students, maintain accurate
attendance records, and follow reporting procedures prescribed by the Superintendent. Schools will record
absent and tardy students in the automated student attendance recordkeeping system.

Provision shall be made for promoting school attendance through adjustment of personal problems, education
of parents, and enforcement of the compulsory attendance laws and related child-welfare legislation.
Accordingly:

A.  absences must be reported to the school by the parent or adult student as soon as practicable;

Failure to report and explain the absence(s) shall result in unexcused absence(s). The final
authority for determining acceptability of the reason for the absence(s) shall rest with the principal.

B.  teachers shall record absentees each period of the school day and report absences, excused and
unexcused, as required by the school;

C. insofar as possible, parents should be contacted each time their child has an unexcused absence,
or an absence for which the reason is unknown, to prevent the development of patterns of
nonattendance; '

D. when a student has at least five (5) unexcused absences or absences for which the reasons are
unknown, within a calendar month, or ten (10) unexcused absences, or absences for which the
reasons are unknown, within an ninety (90) calendar day period, the teacher shall report to the
Principal that the child may be exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance. Unless there is clear
evidence that the absences are not a pattern of nonattendance, the Principal will refer to the case
to the school's child study team to determine if early patterns of truancy are developing. If the child
study team finds that a pattern of nonattendance is developing, a meeting with the parent must be
scheduled to identify potential remedies. If the problem is not resolved, the child study team will
implement interventions as provided in F.S. 1003.26.

Each school should establish procedures to ensure good attendance.

A student, who is absent more than nine (9) days within a semester or more than four (4) days for schools on a
block schedule, will not receive a passing grade for the semester unless:

A.
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medical evidence is presented to the principal in writing justifying a specific number of days
absence, absences are for approved school activities, or absences are approved by the principal
or designee, and

B. the student demonstrates mastery of the student performance standards in the course(s) as
identified in curriculum guides and/or adopted textbooks.

If the absences are excused, all educational requirements for the course shall be met before a passing grade
and/or credit is assigned.

Make-Up for Absences

For excused absences, the student shall have a reasonable amount of time to complete make-up work.
Principals may grant extensions to the make-up time limit for extenuating circumstances.

For unexcused absences, each principal shall establish site-specific policies that encourage both regular
attendance and high academic achievement, and shall review and modify these policies from time-to-time as
required to maintain and improve their effectiveness.

Excused Absences

The Board considers the following factors to be reasonable excuses for time missed at school:

A.  Personal illness of the student (medical evidence may be required by the principal or designee for
absences exceeding five () consecutive days).

B.  Court appearance of the student.
C.  Medical appointment of the student.
D. Approved school activity.
E.  Insurmountable problems. Prior permission by principal or designee is required except in the case
of an emergency.
F.  Other absences with prior approval of the principal or designee.
G. Attendance at a center under Children and Families Services supervision.

H.  Significant community events with prior permission of the principal.

l. Religious instruction or religious holiday.

=

Death in the immediate family.

Absences not included in excused absences listed above shall be unexcused.

Students may not be given excused absences to remain out of school for the purpose of working, unless the
job is an integral part of the student's instructional program.

Discipline

No student will be suspended for unexcused tardiness, lateness, absence, or truancy but the student may be
assigned to detention or placed in existing alternative programs.
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Any student who fails to attend any regularly scheduled class and has no excuse for absence should be
referred to the appropriate administrator. Disciplinary action should include notification to parents or guardians.

A student's grade in any course is based on his/her performance in the instructional setting and shall not be
reduced for reasons of conduct. If a student violates the attendance or other rules of the school, s/he should be

disciplined appropriately for the misconduct, but his/her grades should be based upon what the student can
demonstrate s/he has learned.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative procedures that:

A.  provide the student and his/her parents the opportunity to challenge the attendance record prior to
notification and that such notification complies with applicable Board rules;

B.  require a school session that is in conformity with the rules of the State Board:
C. govern the keeping of attendance records in accordance with the rules of the State Board:;

D. identify the habitual truant, investigate the cause(s) of his/her behavior, and consider modification
of his/her educational program to meet particular needs and interests;

E.  require that students whose absence has been excused have an opportunity to make up work
they missed and receive credit for the work, if completed:

F.  require that any student who, due to a specifically identifiable physical or mental impairment,
exceeds or may exceed the District's limit on excused absence is referred for evaluation for
eligibility either under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or other appropriate accommodation.

Habitual Truancy

Whenever any student has a total of fifteen (15) unexcused absences from school within ninety (90) calendar
days, with or without the knowledge or consent of the parent, sfhe will be considered habitually truant. The
Board authorizes the Superintendent to inform the student and his/her parents of the record of excessive
absences as well as the District's intent to notify the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, if
appropriate. The Superintendent is authorized to file a truancy petition under F.S. 984.151 if a student has
accrued at least five (5) unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a
calendar month or ten (10) unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown within a
ninety (90) calendar day period or has had more than fifteen (15) unexcused absences in a ninety (90)
calendar day period.

F.S. 984.151, 1002.20, 1003.02, 1003.21, 1003.23, 1003.24, 1003.26, 1003.27

F.A.C. 6A-1.044, Pupil Attendance Records

F.A.C. 6A-1.09512, Equivalent Minimum School Term for Compulsory Attendance Purposes
F.A.C. 6A-1.09513, Parents' Responsibility for School Attendance

F.A.C. 6A-1.09514, Excused Absences for Religious Instruction or Holiday

© Neola 2014
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The School Board of Franklin County
Bylaws & Policies

5215 - MISSING AND ABSENT CHILDREN

It is the interest of this School Board to cooperate with local, State, and National efforts to decrease the number
of missing children.

The Superintendent shall establish administrative procedures to provide for admittance of a student lacking
records into the school followed by notification of the police rather than refusing entrance and notification of
authorities. Such a procedure may reduce the risk of removal of the student from the area.

F.S.937.025

© Neola 2002
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The School Board of Franklin County
Bylaws & Policies

5223 - ABSENCES FOR RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

It is the policy of the School Board to cooperate with those parents who wish to provide for religious instruction
for their children but also recognizes its responsibility to enforce the attendance requirements set forth in the
State-mandated Student Progression Plan.

Upon receipt of a signed, written request (Form 5223 F1) from the parent/guardian or adult student, the Board

will grant permission and allow exceptions to the student's attendance at school for religious instruction outside
the school building by a religious group, church, or denomination. The signed, written request shall include the
following:

A.  astatement attesting that the religious instruction is not provided at a time that does not conflict
with the student's attendance at school

B.  a statement of acceptance by the parent/guardian or adult student for any liability that might arise
as a result of the student's conduct while on this release

C. a statement indemnifying and holding harmless the District and District personnel for any liability
arising from conduct by the student that does not occur on property under the District's control

Upon receipt of the signed, written request and provided the religious group, church, or denomination
responsible for the religious instruction submits evidence, in writing, of the student's registration for religious
instruction, as well as written weekly records documenting the student's attendance at such instruction for each
day of release, the student shall be considered to have an excused absence during such release for religious
instruction.

Prior to approving the request, the principal shall confirm that the student is enrolled in sufficient courses to
allow for promotion or graduation and that the student's grades are adequate for promotion or graduation.

The principal may terminate the student's permission for non-attendance. The parent/guardian or adult student
may appeal the principal's decisions to terminate permission for the student to be released for religious
instruction to the Superintendent.

The religious instruction shall be the responsibility of the religious group, church, or denomination and
transportation shall be the responsibility of the parent/guardian, adult student, or the religious institution.

No solicitation for attendance at religious instruction shall be permitted on District premises. No staff member
shall encourage or discourage participation in any religious instructional program.

F.S. 1003.21
F.A.C. 6A-1.09514

© Neola 2010
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The School Board of Franklin County
Bylaws & Policies

5225 - ABSENCES FOR RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

Itis the policy of the School Board that absences from school for observance of a religious holiday or because
the tenets of a student's religion forbid secular activity during a school day or portion thereof shall be excused
subject to compliance with this policy.

The Superintendent shall designate the religious holidays for which student absence will be excused.
Periodically, the Superintendent may consult with religious institutions and leaders in the community with
regard to modification the list of religious holidays. The Board, however, is not bound by the information
provided to the Superintendent by religious institutions and leaders.

The Superintendent shall establish procedures and time limits to be observed:

A. by students, teachers, and administrators in making available to each student, so excused, an
opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work assignment which has been missed;

B. by a student's parent(s) or guardian when giving prior notice of the student's intended absence;
and

C. when giving affected students and parents an opportunity to be heard in connection with the
decision not to excuse an absence on a day or portion thereof.

F.S. 1003.21
F.A.C. 6A-1.09514

© Neola 2015
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The School Board of Franklin County
Bylaws & Policies

5230 - LATE ARRIVAL AND EARLY DISMISSAL

It is necessary that a student be in attendance throughout the school day in order to benefit fully from the
educational program of the District.

The School Board recognizes, however, that from time-to-time compelling circumstances require that a student
be late to school or dismissed before the end of the school day. '

As the agent responsible for the education of the children of this District, the Board shall require that the school
be notified in advance of such absences by request of the student's parent, which shall state the reason for the
tardiness or early dismissal. Justifiable reasons shall be determined by the principal.

No student shall be permitted to leave school prior to dismissal at the request of or in the company of anyone
other than a school employee, a police officer with judicial authority, a court official, or the parents of the
student unless the permission of the parent or guardian of record be first secured. Parents or guardians may
have access to the student or may grant permission to allow the student to leave school prior to dismissal
unless the school has been provided with evidence that there is a legally binding instrument or court order
governing such matters as divorce, separation, or custody that provides to the contrary. The parent of primary
residential custody shall determine in writing, the individual(s) the student may be released into the care of,
unless otherwise stated in or by a court order.

Nor student shall be sent from school grounds to perform an errand or act as a messenger except with the
approval of the principal and only for urgent and necessary school business and with the consent of the
student's parents or guardians.

No student who has a medical disability that may be incapacitating may be released without a person to
accompany him/her.

No student shall be released to anyone who is not authorized such custody by the parents.

F.S. 1001.43

© Neola 2002
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The School Board of Franklin County
Bylaws & Policies

5130 - WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL

The School Board affirms that, while statute requires attendance of each student from six (6) years of age, or
five (5) years of age if enrolled in kindergarten, and not formally withdrawn, until eighteen (18) years of age, itis
in the best interests of both students and the community that they complete the educational program that will

parent or guardian's discretion and in consultation with the child's teacher and principal, formally withdraws the
child from kindergarten.

The Board directs that whenever a student wishes to withdraw, effort should be made to determine the
underlying reason for such action and the resources of the District should be used to assist the student in

Whenever a student under the age of eighteen (18), withdraws from school without moving out of State,
transferring to another approved school, being granted an age and schooling certificate, or enrolling in and

attending an approved program, the Superintendent shall notify the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and the Judge
of the Juvenile Court.

Such notification is to be given within two (2) weeks after the Superintendent confirms the student is not
properly enrolled in and attending another approved school or program or has moved out of State.

In accordance with Policy 5610, the Superintendent shall initiate expulsion proceedings against a student who
has committed an act that warrants expulsion under Board policy even if the student withdraws from school
prior to the hearing or decision to impose the expulsion. Any resulting expulsion shall be imposed for the same
duration it would have been had the student remained enrolled.

F.S. 1002.20, 1003.21

© Neola 2007
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(c) The petition shall be in writing, shall state the specific grounds under s. 984.03(9) by which the
child is designated a child in need of services, and shall certify that the conditions prescribed in
paragraph (a) have been met. The petition shall be signed by the petitioner under oath stating good
faith in filing the petition and shall be signed by an attorney for the department.

(3)(@) The parent, guardian, or legal custodian may file a petition alleging that a child is a child in
need of services if:

1. The department waives the requirement for a case staffing committee.

2. The department fails to convene a meeting of the case staffing committee within 7 days,
excluding weekends and legal holidays, after receiving a written request for such a meeting from the
child’s parent, guardian, or legal custodian.

3. The parent, guardian, or legal custodian does not agree with the plan for services offered by the
case staffing committee.

4. The department fails to provide a written report within 7 days after the case staffing committee
meets, as required under s. 984.12(8).

(b) The parent, guardian, or legal custodian must give the department prior written notice of intent
to file the petition. If, at the arraignment hearing, the court finds that such written notice of intent to
file the petition was not provided to the department, the court shall dismiss the petition, postpone the
hearing until such written notice is given, or, if the department agrees, proceed with the arraignment
hearing. The petition must be served on the department’s office of general counsel.

(c) The petition must be in writing and must set forth specific facts alleging that the child is a child
in need of services as defined in s. 984.03(9). The petition must also demonstrate that the parent,
guardian, or legal custodian has in good faith, but unsuccessfully, participated in the services and
processes described in ss. 984.11 and 984.12.

(d) The petition must be signed by the petitioner under oath.

(e) The court, on its own motion or the motion of any party or the department, shall determine the
legal sufficiency of a petition filed under this subsection and may dismiss any petition that lacks
sufficient grounds. In addition, the court shall verify that the child is not:

1. The subject of a pending investigation into an allegation or suspicion of abuse, neglect, or
abandonment;

2. The subject of a pending referral alleging that the child is delinquent; or

3. Under the current supervision of the department or the Department of Children and Families for
an adjudication of delinquency or dependency.

(4) The form of the petition and any additional contents shall be determined by rules of procedure
adopted by the Supreme Court.

(5) The department or the parent, guardian, or legal custodian may withdraw a petition at any time
prior to the child being adjudicated a child in need of services.

History.—s. 8, ch. 87-133; s. 11, ch. 92-170; s. 235, ch. 95-147; s. 5, ch. 95-152; s. 26, ch. 96-398; s. 101, ch. 97-238; s. 8,
ch. 97-281; s. 69, ch. 98-280; s. 167, ch. 98-403; s. 338, ch. 2014-19.
Note.—Former s. 39.436.

984.151 Truancy petition; prosecution; disposition.—

(1) If the school determines that a student subject to compulsory school attendance has had at least
five unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a calendar month or 10
unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons are unknown, within a 90-calendar-day period
pursuant to s. 1003.26(1)(b), or has had more than 15 unexcused absences in a 90-calendar-day period,
the superintendent of schools or his or her designee may file a truancy petition.
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(2) The petition shall be filed in the circuit in which the student is enrolled in school.,

(3) Original jurisdiction to hear a truancy petition shall be in the circuit court; however, the circuit
court may use a general or special master pursuant to Supreme Court rules. Upon the filing of the
petition, the clerk shall issue a summons to the parent, guardian, or legal custodian of the student,
directing that person and the student to appear for a hearing at a time and place specified.

(4) The petition must contain the following: the name, age, and address of the student; the name

(5)  Once the petition is filed, the court shall hear the petition within 30 days.

(6) The student and the student’s parent or guardian shall attend the hearing.

(7) If the court determines that the student did miss any of the alleged days, the court shall order
the student to attend school and the parent to ensure that the student attends school, and may order
any of the following: the student to participate in alternative sanctions to include mandatory
Aattendance at alternative classes to be followed by 'EEQF’E_EEQ_SB}TTUEW services hours for a period up
_to 6 months; the student and the student’s parent or guardian to participate in homemaker or parent
aid(ehatsg[ng_els; the student or the student’s parent or guardian to participate in intensive crisis

counseling; the student or the student’s parent or guardian to participate in community mental health
S_e“r;iicggs if available and applicable; the student and the student’s parent or gl;;r.a_i;rrtaanrgcipate in
@jge provided by voluntary Or community agencies as available; and the student or the student’s
parent or guardian to participate inrygcartri'onal, job training, or employment services.

(8) If the student cio;;—:{atms'ﬂ&és'sfuuy complete the sanctions ordered in subsection (7), the case
shall be referred to the case staffing committee under s. 984, 12 with a _recommendation to  file a child-

in-need-of-services petition under s. 984.1 5

(9) The parent, guardian, or legal custodian and the student shall participate, as required by court
order, in any sanctions or services required by the court under this section, and the court shall enforce
such participation through its contempt power.

History.—s. 75, ch. 99-398; s. 24, ch. 2000-235; s. 1048, ch. 2002-387; s. 7, ch. 2014-39,

984.16 Process and service.—

(1) Personal appearance of any person in a hearing before the court shall obviate the necessity of
serving process on that person.

(2)  Upon the filing of a petition containing allegations of facts which, if true, would constitute the
child therein being named a child in need of services, and upon the request of the petitioner, the clerk
or deputy clerk shall issue a summons.

(3) The summons shall require the person on whom it is served to appear for a hearing at a time and
place specified. Except in cases of medical emergency, the time shall not be less than 24 hours after
service of the summons. The summons may require the custodian to bring the child to court if the court
determines that the child’s presence is necessary. A copy of the petition shall be attached to the
summons.

(4) The summons shall be directed to, and shall be served upon, the following persons:

(@) The parents.

(b) The legal custodian, actual Custodian, and guardian ad litem.

(€) The child.
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(1) Each principal shall maintain a permanent cumulative record for each student enrolled in
a public K-12 school. Such record shall be maintained in the form, and contain all data,
prescribed by rule by the State Board of Education. The cumulative record is confidential and
exempt from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and is open to inspection only as provided in
chapter 1002.

(2) The procedure for transferring and maintaining records of students who transfer from
school to school shall be prescribed by rules of the State Board of Education.

(3) Procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and credit for students shall be
prescribed by rule by the State Board of Education.

History.—s. 120, ch. 2002-387.

1003.26 Enforcement of school attendance.—The Legislature finds that poor academic
performance is associated with nonattendance and that school districts must take an active
role in promoting and enforcing attendance as a means of improving student performance. It
is the policy of the state that each district school superintendent be responsible for enforcing
school attendance of all students subject to the compulsory school age in the school district
and supporting enforcement of school attendance by local law enforcement agencies. The
responsibility includes recommending policies and procedures to the district school board that
require public schools to respond in a timely manner to every unexcused absence, and every
absence for which the reason is unknown, of students enrolled in the schools. District school
board policies shall require the parent of a student to justify each absence of the student,
and that justification will be evaluated based on adopted district school board policies that
define excused and unexcused absences. The policies must provide that public schools track
excused and unexcused absences and contact the home in the case of an unexcused absence
from school, or an absence from school for which the reason is unknown, to prevent the
development of patterns of nonattendance. The Legislature finds that early intervention in
school attendance is the most effective way of producing good attendance habits that will
lead to improved student learning and achievement. Each public school shall implement the
following steps to promote and enforce regular school attendance:

(1) CONTACT, REFER, AND ENFORCE.—

(a) Upon each unexcused absence, or absence for which the reason is unknown, the school
principal or his or her designee shall contact the student’s parent to determine the reason for
the absence. If the absence is an excused absence, as defined by district school board policy,
the school shall provide opportunities for the student to make up assigned work and not
receive an academic penalty unless the work is not made up within a reasonable time.

: If a student has had at least five unexcused absences, or absences for which the
reasons are unknown, within a calendar month or 10 unexcused absences, or absences for
which the reasons are unknown, within a 90-calendar-day period, the student’s primary
teacher shall report to the school principal or his or her designee that the student may be
exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance. The principal shall, unless there is clear evidence that
the absences are not a pattern of nonattendance, refer the case to the school’s child study
team to determine if early patterns of truancy are developing. If the child study team finds
that a pattern of nonattendance is developing, whether the absences are excused or not, a
meeting with the parent must be scheduled to identify potential remedies, and the principal
shall notify the district school superintendent and the school district contact for home
education programs that the referred student is exhibiting a pattern of nonattendance.
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(c) If an initial meeting does not resolve the problem, the child study team shall implement
the following:

1. Frequent attempts at communication between the teacher and the family.

2. Evaluation for alternative education programs.

3. Attendance contracts.

The child study team may, but is not required to, implement other interventions, including referral to

other agencies for family services or recommendation for filing a truancy petition pursuant to s.
984.151.

(d) The child study team shall be diligent in facilitating intervention services and shall report
the case to the district school superintendent only when all reasonable efforts to resolve the
nonattendance behavior are exhausted.

(e) 1If the parent refuses to participate in the remedial strategies because he or she believes
that those strategies are unnecessary or inappropriate, the parent may appeal to the district
school board. The district school board may provide a hearing officer, and the hearing officer
shall make a recommendation for final action to the district school board. If the district
school board’s final determination is that the strategies of the child study team are
appropriate, and the parent still refuses to participate or cooperate, the district school
superintendent may seek criminal prosecution for noncompliance with compulsory school
attendance.

(f)1. 1If the parent of a child who has been identified as exhibiting a pattern of
nonattendance enrolls the child in a home education program pursuant to chapter 1002, the
district school superintendent shall provide the parent a copy of s. 1002.41 and the
accountability requirements of this paragraph. The district school superintendent shall also
refer the parent to a home education review committee composed of the district contact for
home education programs and at least two home educators selected by the parent from a
district list of all home educators who have conducted a home education program for at least
3 years and who have indicated a willingness to serve on the committee. The home
education review committee shall review the portfolio of the student, as defined by s.
1002.41, every 30 days during the district’s regular school terms until the committee is
satisfied that the home education program is in compliance with s. 1002.41(1)(b). The first
portfolio review must occur within the first 30 calendar days of the establishment of the
program. The provisions of subparagraph 2. do not apply once the committee determines the
home education program is in compliance with s. 1002.41(1)(b).

2. If the parent fails to provide a portfolio to the committee, the committee shall notify the
district school superintendent. The district school superintendent shall then terminate the
home education program and require the parent to enroll the child in an attendance option
that meets the definition of “regular school attendance” under s, 1003.01(13)(a), (b), (c), or
(e), within 3 days. Upon termination of a home education program pursuant to this
subparagraph, the parent shall not be eligible to reenroll the child in a home education
program for 180 calendar days. Failure of a parent to enroll the child in an attendance option
as required by this subparagraph after termination of the home education program pursuant
to this subparagraph shall constitute noncompliance with the compulsory attendance
requirements of s, 1003.21 and may result in criminal prosecution under s. 1003.27(2).
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Nothing contained herein shall restrict the ability of the district school superintendent, or the
ability of his or her designee, to review the portfolio pursuant to s. 1002.41(1)(b).

(9) If a student subject to compulsory school attendance will not comply with attempts to
enforce school attendance, the parent or the district school superintendent or his or her
designee shall refer the case to the case staffing committee pursuant to s. 984.12, and the
district school superintendent or his or her designee may file a truancy petition pursuant to
the procedures in s. 984.151.

(2) GIVE WRITTEN NOTICE.—

(@) Under the direction of the district school superintendent, a designated school
representative shall give written notice that requires enrollment or attendance within 3 days
after the date of notice, in person or by return-receipt mail, to the parent when no valid
reason is found for a student’s nonenrollment in school. If the notice and requirement are
ignored, the designated school representative shall report the case to the district school
superintendent, and may refer the case to the case staffing committee, established pursuant
to s. 984.12. The district school superintendent shall take such steps as are necessary to
bring criminal prosecution against the parent.

(b) Subsequent to the activities required under subsection (1), the district school
superintendent or his or her designee shall give written notice in person or by return-receipt
mail to the parent that criminal prosecution is being sought for nonattendance. The district
school superintendent may file a truancy petition, as defined in s. 984.03, following the
procedures outlined in s. 984.151.

(3) RETURN STUDENT TO PARENT.—A designated school representative may visit the home
or place of residence of a student and any other place in which he or she is likely to find any
student who is required to attend school when the student is not enrolled or is absent from
school during school hours without an excuse, and, when the student is found, shall return
the student to his or her parent or to the principal or teacher in charge of the school, or to
the private tutor from whom absent, or to the juvenile assessment center or other location
established by the district school board to receive students who are absent from school. Upon
receipt of the student, the parent shall be immediately notified.

(4) REPORT TO APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY.—A designated school representative shall report
to the appropriate authority designated by law to receive such notices, all violations of the
Child Labor Law that may come to his or her knowledge.

(5) RIGHT TO INSPECT.—A designated school representative shall have the right of access
to, and inspection of, establishments where minors may be employed or detained only for
the purpose of ascertaining whether students of compulsory school age are actually
employed there and are actually working there regularly. The designated school
representative shall, if he or she finds unsatisfactory working conditions or violations of the
Child Labor Law, report his or her findings to the appropriate authority.

History.—s. 121, ¢h. 2002-387; s. 5, ch. 2006-301.

1003.27 Court procedure and penalties.—The court procedure and penalties for the
enforcement of the provisions of this part, relating to compulsory school attendance, shall be
as follows:

(1) COURT JURISDICTION.—The circuit court has original and exclusive jurisdiction of all
proceedings against, or prosecutions of, students under the provisions of this part.
Proceedings against, or prosecutions of, parents or employers as provided by this section
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shall be in the court of each county having jurisdiction of misdemeanors wherein trial by jury
is afforded the defendant.

(2) NONENROLLMENT AND NONATTENDANCE CASES.—

(a) In each case of nonenrollment or of nonattendance upon the part of a student who is
required to attend some school, when no valid reason for such nonenroliment or
nonattendance is found, the district school superintendent shall institute a criminal
prosecution against the student’s parent.

(b) Each public school principal or the principal’s designee shall notify the district school
board of each minor student under its jurisdiction who accumulates 15 unexcused absences
in a period of 90 calendar days. Each designee of the governing body of each private school,
and each parent whose child is enrolled in a home education program, may provide the
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles with the legal name, sex, date of birth,
and social security number of each minor student under his or her jurisdiction who fails to
satisfy relevant attendance requirements and who fails to otherwise satisfy the requirements
of s. 322.091. The district school superintendent must provide the Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles the legal name, sex, date of birth, and social security number of
each minor student who has been reported under this paragraph and who fails to otherwise
satisfy the requirements of s. 322.091. The Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles may not issue a driver license or learner’s driver license to, and shall suspend any
previously issued driver license or learner’s driver license of, any such minor student,
pursuant to the provisions of s. 322.091.

(3) HABITUAL TRUANCY CASES.—The district school superintendent is authorized to file a
truancy petition, as defined in s. 984.03, following the procedures outlined in s, 984.151. If
the district school superintendent chooses not to file a truancy petition, procedures for filing
a child-in-need-of-services petition shall be commenced pursuant to this subsection and
chapter 984. In accordance with procedures established by the district school board, the
designated school representative shall refer a student who is habitually truant and the
student’s family to the children-in-need-of-services and families-in-need-of-services provider
or the case staffing committee, established pursuant to s. 984.12, as determined by the
cooperative agreement required in this section. The case staffing committee may request the
Department of Juvenile Justice or its designee to file a child-in-need-of-services petition
based upon the report and efforts of the district school board or other community agency or
may seek to resolve the truant behavior through the school or community-based
organizations or agencies. Prior to and subsequent to the filing of a child-in-need-of-services
petition due to habitual truancy, the appropriate governmental agencies must allow a
reasonable time to complete actions required by this section and s. 1003.26 to remedy the
conditions leading to the truant behavior. Prior to the filing of a petition, the district school
board must have complied with the requirements of s. 1003.26, and those efforts must have
been unsuccessful.

(4) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The circuit manager of the Department of Juvenile
Justice or the circuit manager’s designee, the district administrator of the Department of
Children and Families or the district administrator’s designee, and the district school

superintendent or the superintendent’s designee must develop a cooperative interagency
agreement that:
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(a) Clearly defines each department’s role, responsibility, and function in working with
habitual truants and their families.

(b) Identifies and implements measures to resolve and reduce truant behavior.

(c) Addresses issues of streamlining service delivery, the appropriateness of legal
intervention, case management, the role and responsibility of the case staffing committee,
student and parental intervention and involvement, and community action plans.

(d) Delineates timeframes for implementation and identifies a mechanism for reporting
results by the circuit juvenile justice manager or the circuit manager’s designee and the
district school superintendent or the superintendent’s designee to the Department of Juvenile
Justice and the Department of Education and other governmental entities as needed.

(e) Designates which agency is responsible for each of the intervention steps in this section,
to yield more effective and efficient intervention services.

(5) ATTENDANCE REGISTER AS EVIDENCE.—The register of attendance of students at a
public, parochial, religious, denominational, or private school, or of students taught by a
private tutor, kept in compliance with rules of the State Board of Education is prima facie
evidence of the facts which it is required to show. A certified copy of any rule and a
statement of the date of its adoption by the State Board of Education is admissible as prima
facie evidence of the provisions of the rule and of the date of its adoption.

(6) PROCEEDINGS AND PROSECUTIONS; WHO MAY BEGIN.—Proceedings or prosecutions
under this chapter may be commenced by the district school superintendent, by a designated
school representative, by the probation officer of the county, by the executive officer of any
court of competent jurisdiction, by an officer of any court of competent jurisdiction, or by a
duly authorized agent of the Department of Education or the Department of Juvenile Justice.
If a proceeding has been commenced against both a parent and a child pursuant to this
chapter, the presiding courts shall make every effort to coordinate sanctions against the child
and parent, including ordering the child and parent to perform community service hours or
attend counseling together.

(7) PENALTIES.—The penalties for refusing or failing to comply with this chapter shall be as
follows:

(a) The parent.—

1. A parent who refuses or fails to have a minor student who is under his or her control
attend school regularly, or who refuses or fails to comply with the requirements in subsection
(3), commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or
s. 775.083.

2. The continued or habitual absence of a minor student without the consent of the principal
or teacher in charge of the school he or she attends or should attend, or of the tutor who
instructs or should instruct him or her, is prima facie evidence of a violation of this chapter;
however, a showing that the parent has made a bona fide and diligent effort to control and
keep the student in school shall be an affirmative defense to any criminal or other liability
under this subsection and the court shall refer the parent and child for counseling, guidance,
or other needed services.

3. In addition to any other punishment, the court shall order a parent who has violated this
section to send the minor student to school, and may also order the parent to participate in
an approved parent training class, attend school with the student unless this would cause
undue hardship, perform community service hours at the school, or participate in counseling
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or other services, as appropriate. If a parent is ordered to attend school with a student, the
school shall provide for programming to educate the parent and student on the importance of

attending school with his or her child pursuant to a court order.

(b) The principal or teacher.—A principal or teacher in any public, parochial, religious,
denominational, or private school, or a private tutor who willfully violates any provision of
this chapter may, upon satisfactory proof of such violation, have his or her certificate
revoked by the Department of Education.

(c) The employer.—

1. An employer who fails to notify the district school superintendent when he or she ceases
to employ a student commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided
in's. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

2. An employer who terminates any employee solely because he or she is attending school
with a student pursuant to court order commits a misdemeanor of the second degree,
punishable as provided in s, 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(d) The student.—

1. In addition to any other authorized sanctions, the court shall order a student found to be
a habitual truant to make up all school work missed and may order the student to pay a civil
penalty of up to $2, based on the student’s ability to pay, for each day of school missed,
perform up to 25 community service hours at the school, or participate in counseling or other
services, as appropriate.

2. Upon a second or subsequent finding that a student is a habitual truant, the court, in
addition to any other authorized sanctions, shall order the student to make up all school
work missed and may order the student to pay a civil penalty of up to $5, based on the
student’s ability to pay, for each day of school missed, perform up to 50 community service
hours at the school, or participate in counseling or other services, as appropriate.
History.—s. 122, ch. 2002-387; s. 366, ch. 2014-19.

1003.28 Continuation of truancy remedial activities upon transfer of student; retention of
legal jurisdiction.—

(1) 1If, during the activities designed to remedy truant behavior as described ins. 1003.27,
the parent of the student who is the subject of such activities transfers the student to
another school district in this state in an attempt to circumvent the remedial procedures
which have already begun, the administration of the school from which the student

transfer student’s needs,

(2) Inthe event that a legal proceeding has commenced, as provided in s. 1003.27, against
a student who has been determined to be a habitual truant, the movement of the student
who is the subject of such proceeding to another circuit court district in this state will not
affect the jurisdiction of the court to proceed with the case under the law.

History.—s, 123, ch. 2002-387.

1003.29 Notice to schools of court action.—If a court takes action that directly involves a
student’s school, including, but not limited to, an order that a student attend school, attend
school with his or her parent, perform at grade level, or perform community service hours at
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