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Introduction
Our 2024 Census once again collects together data from 
every member school in our Association, and shows, 
through various charts, how the boarding market looks 
across Australia. Throughout the document you will also 
see preceding years, and it is interesting to note the changes 
which have occurred in our sector over these years.

The first section shows the number of boarding schools in each State. Whilst the 
numbers for 2011 and 2012 are quite low, this reflects the membership of ABSA at 
that time. Since 2013, however, we have collected from all schools, and thus the pie 
charts are an accurate reflection of the boarding school makeup of Australia. We 
are pleased to be able to include the Residential Colleges in Western Australia in 
this data from 2017 onwards. Please note that there was an error in 2023 - the total 
number was actually 200 as we missed one school in Western Australia.

Section 2 shows the number of boarders broken down by State (with the ACT and 
NSW combined), and also shows the split between male and female boarders, from 
2012 onwards. We have also included graphs showing co-ed/male/female boarding 
school numbers.

Section 3 shows the makeup of Year levels in boarding per State and combined for 
the whole of Australia from 2014 onwards.

The 4th section shows the number of Indigenous and International boarders from 2012 
onwards, and the number of rural boarders from 2016 onwards. We have also devel-
oped a combined chart showing the numbers of these specific groups over the years.

Section 5 details the number of boys and girls boarding and the number of weekly and 
metro boarders - with the total number of boarders in the State listed on the Y Axis.

Section 6 details the number of staff working in boarding in each State, and graphs 
the number of new staff alongside the number of GAP Assistants. New last year was 
a graph of the number of staff living onsite, and we have continued this in 2024.

We trust you will find this information useful for your school and organisation, and 
ask that if you wish to publish any of this data yourself you first contact the ABSA 
office - absa@boarding.org.au - and note the source of the data published.

Richard Stokes 
May 2024
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SECTION 1: 
The number of boarding schools across Australia as members 
of the Australian Boarding Schools Association
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Table 1

State Boarding schools 
in the State

ACT/NSW 46

NT 7

QLD 56

SA 18

TAS 5

VIC 28

WA 39
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SECTION 2: 
The number of boarders per State:

2024 BOARDERS PER STATE
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The number of boarders per State:

2020 Boarders

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au ABSA 2021 Census Page 7

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

1,769

1,502

139
644

2,882

196

2,644

1,863
1,415

139673

3,462

149

3,451

Boys Girls

2019 Boarders

2018 Boarders 

e: absa@boarding.org.au ABSA 2021 Census Page 8

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

1,629
1,427

146
609

2,617

192

2,698

1,7781,505

155652

3,546

161

3,535

Boys Girls

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

1,765
1,491

140
556

2,769

86

2,494

1,908
1,485

148612

3,331

183

3,386

Boys Girls

2019 Boarders

2018 Boarders 

e: absa@boarding.org.au ABSA 2021 Census Page 8

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

1,629
1,427

146
609

2,617

192

2,698

1,7781,505

155652

3,546

161

3,535

Boys Girls

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

1,765
1,491

140
556

2,769

86

2,494

1,908
1,485

148612

3,331

183

3,386

Boys Girls

2020 BOARDERS PER STATE

2019 BOARDERS PER STATE

2018 BOARDERS PER STATE

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 



e: absa@boarding.org.au | 11

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au  ABSA 2021 Census Page 1 

3,615

249

3,548

647 124
1,432 1,752

2,803

249

2,951

589 130

1,491
1,587

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,682

272

3,479

590 138

1,529 1,736

2,972

284

3,006

494 148

1,462 1,588

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,584

232

3,438

964
145

1,481
2,011

2,685

218

3,454

742
152

567

1,812

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

Boys Girls

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au  ABSA 2021 Census Page 1 

3,615

249

3,548

647 124
1,432 1,752

2,803

249

2,951

589 130

1,491
1,587

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,682

272

3,479

590 138

1,529 1,736

2,972

284

3,006

494 148

1,462 1,588

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,584

232

3,438

964
145

1,481
2,011

2,685

218

3,454

742
152

567

1,812

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

Boys Girls

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au  ABSA 2021 Census Page 1 

3,615

249

3,548

647 124
1,432 1,752

2,803

249

2,951

589 130

1,491
1,587

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,682

272

3,479

590 138

1,529 1,736

2,972

284

3,006

494 148

1,462 1,588

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,584

232

3,438

964
145

1,481
2,011

2,685

218

3,454

742
152

567

1,812

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

Boys Girls2017 BOARDERS PER STATE

2016 BOARDERS PER STATE

2015 BOARDERS PER STATE

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 



12 | ABSA Census - 2024

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au  ABSA 2021 Census Page 1 

3,710

312

3,339

566 120
1,380 1,572

3,604

309

2,888

503 162

1,271 1,430

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,908

209

3,609

601 149
1,342 1,632

2,936

182

3,069

544 141

1,294
1,516

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,594

353

3,503

644 163

1,218 1,255

1,908

284

2,302

537
145

1,594
1,203

0

1500

3000

4500

6000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au  ABSA 2021 Census Page 1 

3,710

312

3,339

566 120
1,380 1,572

3,604

309

2,888

503 162

1,271 1,430

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,908

209

3,609

601 149
1,342 1,632

2,936

182

3,069

544 141

1,294
1,516

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,594

353

3,503

644 163

1,218 1,255

1,908

284

2,302

537
145

1,594
1,203

0

1500

3000

4500

6000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

 

e: absa@boarding.org.au  ABSA 2021 Census Page 1 

3,710

312

3,339

566 120
1,380 1,572

3,604

309

2,888

503 162

1,271 1,430

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,908

209

3,609

601 149
1,342 1,632

2,936

182

3,069

544 141

1,294
1,516

0

1750

3500

5250

7000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

3,594

353

3,503

644 163

1,218 1,255

1,908

284

2,302

537
145

1,594
1,203

0

1500

3000

4500

6000

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

2014 BOARDERS PER STATE

2013 BOARDERS PER STATE 

2012 BOARDERS PER STATE 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 



e: absa@boarding.org.au | 13

0

15

30

45

60

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

26

16

3

11

32

8

18

8
8

1
4

14
17

6413

1011

Boys Girls Co-ed

114
52

35

Boys Girls Co-ed

2024 BOARDING SCHOOLS BY GENDER AND STATE

2024 BOARDING SCHOOLS BY GENDER 
Australia Wide 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 CO-ED

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 CO-ED

0

15

30

45

60

ACT/NSW NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA

26

16

3

11

32

8

18

8
8

1
4

14
17

6413

1011

Boys Girls Co-ed

114
52

35

Boys Girls Co-ed



14 | ABSA Census - 2024

119 52

35

Boys Girls Co-ed

2

2023 BOARDING SCHOOLS BY GENDER AND STATE

2023 BOARDING SCHOOLS BY GENDER 
Australia Wide 

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 CO-ED

 BOYS 

 GIRLS 

 CO-ED

Table 1

Boys Girls Co-ed

ACT/NSW 11 17 19 47

NT 0 0 8 8

QLD 10 14 35 59

SA 3 4 12 19

TAS 1 1 3 5

VIC 4 8 16 28

WA 6 8 26 40
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SECTION 3: 
Numbers per year level in Boarding.
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Table 1

State Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 Yr 7 Yr 8
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Table 1

State Indigenous International Rural
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INDIGENOUS, OVERSEAS AND RURAL BOARDERS OVER THE YEARS
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SECTION 5:
BOY AND GIRL BOARDERS OVER THE YEARS
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METRO AND WEEKLY BOARDERS BY STATE 2024
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METRO AND WEEKLY BOARDERS BY STATE 2023

METRO AND WEEKLY BOARDERS BY STATE 2022
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METRO AND WEEKLY BOARDERS BY STATE 2021

METRO AND WEEKLY BOARDERS BY STATE 2020
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SECTION 6: 
The number of staff working in Boarding Schools

TOTALS FOR AUSTRALIA
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TOTALS FOR AUSTRALIA

BOARDING STAFF 2023
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TOTALS FOR AUSTRALIA

BOARDING STAFF 2022
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