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Mission

¢ Mission Statement
Lo L

| ACS empowers students to solve

problems with creativity and integrity,

to lead well-balanced lives, and to

serve Lebanon and the world community with
understanding and compassion.

s s Identity Statement

/@ ACSisanaccredited, not-for-profit,
independentand secular American
College Preparatory School serving a multi-
culturalinternational studentbody. ACS provides
internationally-enriched, standard-based
curricula, preparing students for the International
Baccalaureate, the Lebanese Baccalaureate, and
the American College Preparatory Diplomas.

®

Beliefs - We Believe:

Students learn at different rates and in
different ways.

Students achieve success by being
active participants in their learning.

Students develop character through
engagement with others from different
backgrounds and through interaction within
the community.

Objectives - We Achieve Our
Mission By:

Setting high expectations for
ourselves and our students.

Empowering students to be critical thinkers
and independent learners.

Working collaboratively with all members of
our community.

Understanding and utilizing innovative
teaching and learning.

Creating a safe environment for students to
take risks and learn from their mistakes.
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Facilitating students’ intellectual, social,
emotional, and physical growth.

Engaging students in relevant and reflective
learning.

Encouraging students to explore different
forms of personal expression.

Providing opportunities for students to
make choices, to lead, and to demonstrate
responsibility.

Supporting students to be caring, empathetic,
respectful,andtolerant.

Developing student awareness and
communication skills through the study of
languages.

Involving students in local and international
community service projects.

Preparing students to seek admission to the
most selective colleges and universities.

E j Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

ACS Beirut is a diverse community of

studentsandadultswhosharedifferent
cultural values and perspectives. Community-
wide diversity offers learning opportunities for
our students as well as opportunities to build
relationships across cultures, nationalities, socio-
economicclasses, and other aspects ofidentity.

ACS is committed to creating an equitable and
inclusive environment and fosteringa community
of diverse perspectivesto prepare our students for
aglobalsociety. Faculty memberswork to ensure
a safe and open-minded environment where
understanding is central to all, where students’
differences arerespected and appreciated asan
integral part of the educational experience, and
where every ACS student feels included, cared
for,and valued.
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Core Values

Our Core Values

ACS

BEIRUT

Our school Core Values are cultivated in our
Early Childhood classes through role modeling,
contextual learning, books and SEL sessions.

Children are highly sensitive and perceptive, and
they often modeltheir behavior based on what
they see and experience in their environment.
Our EC Teachers model respectful behavior
by using polite language, active listening, and
valuing each child’s ideas and opinions.

We believe that children’s learning is best
fostered through meaningful contexts.
Contextualized learning refers to an approach
that connects new knowledge and skills to life
experiences and situations that are meaningful
tochildren. Itacknowledges that children learn
best when they can relate new information
to their existing knowledge and personal
experiences. Values are promoted in a contextual
manner. Forinstance, children develop asense
of responsibility by engaging in activities such
as cleaning up after themselves, completing
assigned tasks, tending to their belongings
and needs, and maintaining a tidy classroom
environment conducive to learning. Respect is
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Responsibility
Creativity
Compassion
Respect

Integrity
Advocacy
Open-mindedness

actively fostered throughout the day, nurturing
aculture of mutual regard and understanding.
Children are encouraged to cultivate respectful
behaviors such as attentive listening, patiently
waiting for their turn to speak, and refraining
frominterrupting others. They learn to express
themselves using kind and considerate words,
while also developing conflict resolution skills
that prioritize respectful dialogue.

Booksthat tell stories can serve as powerfultools
forteachingchildrenimportantvalues. Through
these stories, children have the opportunity
to connect with the events and characters,
enabling them to reflect on their own learning
experiences and internalize the values being
portrayed.

Inadditionto allthe previously mentioned ways
of promoting core values, Social Emotional
Learning (SEL) sessions are incorporated into
each Upper EC (Grades 1-2) class schedule.
These sessions are designed to offer children a
variety of learning experiences that support their
social and emotional development, including
the cultivation of core values.
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Reggio Inspired Program

Since 2003, our Early Childhood program
has been inspired by the renowned Reggio
Emilia philosophy, whichisnotacurriculum
but a mindset, a way of thinking and being.
Our work is rooted in the values and beliefs
of the Reggio Emilia approach, recognizing
the interconnectedness and significance of
all areas of development. We place equal
emphasis on fostering the growth of the
whole child and embed 21st-century skills
and learning dispositions into every aspect
of our program.

In the Early Childhood Division, we firmly
believe that all children are capable and
competent learners. They possess innate
curiosity and a naturalinclination to explore
the world around them. As educators, our
role is to facilitate this learning process by
creating joyful experiences and designing a
curriculum that caters to each child’s needs.
Our practicesand methodologies are deeply
influenced by the Reggio Emilia philosophy.
“Nothing without Joy,” a quote by Loris
Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia
Philosophy, encapsulates our vision in Early
Childhood. Webelieve thatlearning should be
ajoyfulexperienceforevery child. We observe
children closely, actively listen to them,
gain insight into their prior knowledge and
interests, and provide engaging experiences
that challenge their thinking, allowing new
connections to form. Social Constructivism
reinforces our approach, as children explore
and learnfrom one another, constructing their
own knowledge and building relationships
with peers, adults, and the environment.

We celebrate the hundred languages of
children, which encompass various forms
of expression such as art, music, dance,

construction, math, writing, etc. Through
these languages, children can effectively
communicate their thoughts, feelings, and
learning, making their understanding and
learning visible.

Relationship buildinglies at the heart of allour
practices. We deeply value theindividuality of
each child and actively listen to them without
judgmentor criticism. Through this approach,
children form connections with the adults
and peers in their learning environment,
fostering trust and gradually unveiling their
true potential. These meaningful connections
are vital for nurturing the emotional well-
being of children, laying the foundation for
allforms of learning.

Our Early Childhood Guiding Principles:

Thefollowing guiding principles underpinthe
Early Childhood practices at ACS.

We believe each
childisauniqueindividual with theirown
perspective, interests, learning style, and
level of development. They have the right
to be heard, understood, and respected.
Bringing their stories, knowledge, and
experiencesinto the classroom allows for
meaningful connections to new learning
experiences. Children are at the center
of their own learning journey, driving
their exploration through curiosity,
experimentation, and social interaction.
They are competent learners, capable of
constructing knowledge and making sense
of the world around them.

Our teachers
acknowledge and value each child,
fostering trusting relationships. They act



as researchers, facilitators, and partners
in learning. Creating a safe and enriching
environment, they keenly listen to and
observe children’s thinking and learning.
Through documentation, they deepen
their understanding of children’s prior
knowledge, schema, development,
interests, and engagement. Sharing this
learning with the wider community, teachers
collaborate with their colleagues, parents,
and administrators.

Our intentionally
designed environmentiswarm, welcoming,
and adaptable to children’s evolving
identities. Itencompasses our relationships
to physical spaces indoors and outdoors,
materials, and time. Nurturing social
relationshipsatalllevels, it providesample
opportunities for children to freely explore
materials and ideas, while interacting
and learning from one another in a
psychologically safe environment.
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Our daily interactions with children revolve
around active listening, facilitation, and
documentation. Active listening serves as
awindow into a child’s perspective, leading
to a deeper understanding. Facilitation is
responsive and purposeful, empowering
children to construct knowledge and take
ownership of their learning. Documentation
makesthe learning process visible, recording
and reflecting on children’s interactions
with the environment, furthering their
understanding.
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Provocations: Thought-Provoking Lessons in

Early Childhood

In Early Childhood, much time is spent
speakingwith children, listening to them, and
planningopen-ended lessons that stimulate
the children’s thoughts, feelings, ideas, and
actions. This process is called Provocations.

Provocations can be the outgrowth of planned
explorations or meaningful contexts, such as
conversations, books, children’sinquiries or
shared interests. Teachers carefully listen
to children and actively facilitate learning
by offering tools and materials for further

Above and Beyond

The Above and Beyond Program, initiated
in the 2023-2024 academic year within the
Early Childhood Division for children from
KG2 through grade 2, embodies a vibrant
initiative aimed at enriching children’s
learning experiences.

This program aligns with the school’s mission,
vision, and philosophy, emphasizing the
importance of offering children a variety of
meaningful learning opportunities. It serves
as a platform for children to flourish and
simultaneously inspires adults to embrace
their creative, innovative, and professional
dimensions. By constantly seeking new
ways to enrich children’s lives with impactful
experiences, Above and Beyond motivatesall
involved to step out of their comfort zones,
thereby nurturinga culture ofinnovation and
personal growth.

exploration and by posing thought-provoking
questions.

They document the experiences by recording
children’s engagement, comments, and
questions. Reflecting on the documentation,
teachers plan subsequent provocationsthat
build upon previouslearning. Through these
provocations, children develop higher-order
thinking, problem-solving, communication,
and collaborative skills.

The program’s core lies in fostering a strong
community spirit and enhancing the
social, emotional, creative, and intellectual
development of children. Through small
collaborative groups and diverse activities
that extend beyond traditional classroom
settings, Above and Beyond encourages active
participationin learning, fostering empathy,
integrity, and resilience amongother essential
life skills. Its focus on process-driven learning
and self-reflection enables childrento engage
deeply with their learning journeys, thereby
promotingexploration,innovation, and self-
discovery.

As it evolves to meet the changing needs of
children, Above and Beyond creates a dynamic
environment where growth, creativity, and
community intertwine, offering a holistic
and transformative educational experience.
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Project Work

Project Work involves deep investigations
into concepts that allow children to construct
their own knowledge and make sense of the
world. Theseinterdisciplinary projectsintegrate
various subject areas, presenting learning to
childreninauthenticand meaningful contexts.
By engagingin projectwork, children experience
learning as a holistic approach and establish
connections beyond the classroom walls.

Project work entails:

In-depth study of a specific area of inquiry,
beginning with a provocation connected to
a concept.

Teachers research the concept to deepen
their understanding and find connections
with children’s interests.

Planning subsequent provocations based on
previousones, focused on theline ofinquiry.

Facilitating children’s exchange of ideas and
reflections.

Documenting children’s engagement,
comments, and questions through
photographs, videos, and anecdotal notes.

Processing, analyzing and reflecting on
documentation and planning next steps in
the project.
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Through project work, children:

Deepen their understanding of the concept
and their own relationship with it.

Expand their knowledge and experiences.

Make contributions and express their ideas
while learning collaboratively.

Develop social skills and dispositions in
authentic contexts, such as communication
and collaboration.

Develop intellectual disposition and higher-
order thinking skills, including critical and
creative thinking.

Make sense of the world around them and
develop a sense of ownership over their
learning.

In our approach, we recognize and honor the
uniqueness and voices of children, aiming
to cultivate their holistic development. Our
ultimate goalistoinstill alifelong love of learning
within each child, ensuring theirthriving across
all aspects of development. By fostering
meaningful relationships and providing an
engaging learning environment, we create a
space where children’s potential is celebrated,
theirvoicesare heard, and their natural curiosity
isnurtured. Through thisapproach, we empower
childrento explore, discover,and embrace their
journey of learning and growth.
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Academic Program / Subject Areas

The Early Childhood years serve as the crucial building blocks for learning,
establishing the foundation upon which future growth is built. The more we
invest in this foundation, the stronger and more resilient the learner and their
learning become. Meaningful and contextually relevant experiences hold the
keyto optimallearningin early childhood. By ensuring that learning experiences
align with the children’s developmental level, interests, backgrounds, and
experiences, we create a solid framework for their educational journey.

Literacy

The Early Childhood English Language
Arts Program follows developmentally
appropriate practices within a Reggio-Emilia
inspired environment. The program focuses
onengaging childrenin meaningful learning
experiences that foster the developmentofa
robust language and conceptual knowledge
base. Through these experiences, children
expand their vocabulary, enhance their
verbal reasoning abilities, and grasp the
comprehension of messages conveyed
through print. The ELA program offers
numerous opportunities for children to think
critically and creatively, engage in dialogue
and questioning, reflectupon their learning,
and construct knowledge about the world
they inhabit.

Atthefoundation of ourliteracy program lies
the development of children’s oral language
skills, background knowledge, vocabulary
bank,andreasoningabilities. Asthey progress
through the Early Childhood program, literacy
instruction aligns with standards while
considering developmentally appropriate
milestones. Our teachers adopt a balanced
literacy approach,employingacombination
of strategies for teaching and learning.

To cultivate a love for reading and nurture
children into becoming proficient readers
and writers, it is essential to construct a
strong foundation. This foundation comprises
several key components that support their
literacy development.

In Nursery, we prioritize the development
of children’s reasoning abilities and oral
language skills. We aim to broaden their
background knowledge and expand their
vocabulary bank. Through diverse and
engaging learning experiences, we provide
opportunities for children to express
themselves, effectively communicate their
ideas, thoughts, and feelings, and make sense
of the world around them.

As children progress to KG1, we continue
building upon the work initiated in Nursery.
We introduce phonological awareness,
concepts of print, and alphabet letters in
implicitways through books, songs, transition
activities, and group games. This holistic
approach integrates all areas of learning,
ensuring a comprehensive foundation.
Additionally, literacy games are available for
childrenwho are ready and express interest,
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as we believe that literacy learning is most
effective when children actively participate
and engagein developmentally appropriate
activities that align with their readiness and
brain development, rather than expecting it
to be solely delivered to them.

In KG2, we sustain the fostering of
foundational building blocks. We introduce
some aspects and components of the
Readingand WritingWorkshop asavaluable
addition to the children’s daily routine.
By allocating specific times on the daily
schedule for reading and writing activities,
we bring structure to these essential learning
periods. The Workshop Model emphasizes
the importance of routine, choice, and the
application of reading and writing strategiesin
readingand writing contexts. It aims to create
asupportive environmentwherekindergarten
childrenfeelvalued asemerging readersand
writers, developing not only their literacy
skills but also their confidence and love for
learning. To align with the Reggio Emilia
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constructivist approach, we adaptand blend
the components of the workshop, allowing
children to enjoy their learning journey and
progress at their own pace.

In Grades 1 and 2, literacy learning sessions
become longerand more structured, allowing
childrento delve deeperinto the Readingand
Writing Workshop approach. Teachers aim
to create a meaningful learning experience
by incorporating the children’s interests
and utilizing project-based and provocation
work time as a starting point for lessons,
when suitable. This constructivist approach
fosters active participation from the children,
encouraging conversations and discussions
with theirteachersto enhancetheirlearning.

By implementing these elements and
combining them with our Reggio Emilia
supportive and engaging approach, we lay
a solid foundation that paves the way for
children’s literacy development, fostering a
lifelong love for reading and writing.
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Math

Children are naturally curious and possessan
innate ability to think mathematically, even if
theyare unaware of it. As they engage with the
world, play, and interact with their peers, they
instinctively explore mathematical concepts.
Recognizing that mathematical thinking
involves problem-solving and establishing
relationships, we encourage children to tackle
a wide range of challenges, encompassing
social, emotional, physical, and cognitive
aspects.

This belief underlies the importance of
numeracy, which lays the foundation for a
solid mathematical understanding. Numeracy
equipsindividuals with the skills and concepts
necessary to comprehend numerical
information and solve mathematical
problems. At its core, numeracy is rooted
in three fundamental principles: counting,
number relationships, and problem-solving.
These principles serve asthe building blocks
of numerical comprehension, providing the
essential tools for navigating the world of
mathematics.

In Nursery, we focus on establishing the
foundation of mathematical thinking by
nurturing reasoning skills and developing
problem-solving abilities. We encourage
number sense through concepts like the
‘Ordered Sequence of Counting Numbers,
‘The Oneto One’ principle,and ‘The Cardinal’
principle. Additionally, we emphasize
comparingsetsand learningabout shapes by
incorporatingintentional and contextualized
play-based activities that foster discovery
and learning.

Building upon the work started in Nursery,
KG1 children continue to engage in math
learningthrough play. Math provocationsare
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integrated into daily activities, where teachers
carefully observe and highlight mathematical
concepts in various classroom contexts.
Children are provided with meaningful and
contextualized challenges that stimulate
theirnumeracy skills, higher-order thinking,
and problem-solving abilities. They are
encouraged to express their thoughts and
share strategies with their peers, while math
games are incorporated into their daily
experiences.

In KG2, we continue to strengthen the
foundational components of math education
and work towards meeting the Math AERO
Standards. Math Talks and Math Workshop
are fixed components of the daily schedule.
Math Talks provide opportunities for children
to express and share their thoughts and
strategies, while Math Workshop enables them
to explore and enhance their understanding
of mathematical concepts through guided
practice and independent investigations.
Children explore and solve problems within
hands-on provocations, further solidifying
their understanding of numbers in contexts.
Teachers focus on cultivating each child’s
learning strategies, enabling children to
construct theirown understanding. Children
take initiative and lead their learning, while
teachers facilitate this process through
questioning, encouraging children to make
their thinking and learning visible. Math is
integrated in project work and provocation
work whenever possible.

In Grades 1 and 2, math learning follows a
structured approach thatis started in KG2 and
incorporates Math Talks and the Workshop
Model. Thismodelisimplemented throughout
both grades, allowing children to actively
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participate in hands-on activities, problem-
solvingtasks, and collaborative discussions.

Teachersactasfacilitators, guiding children’s
learning, asking probing questions, and
providing feedbackto foster critical thinking
and conceptual understanding. Our math
curriculum is designed to align with the
rigorous AERO Standards and follows a logical

Science

The journey into Science begins with
Provocations: these are thought-provoking,
open-ended activitiesand projects that spark
curiosity and wonder in young minds.

Thetopicsand conceptsinvestigatedignitea
thirstfor knowledge, fostering a climate where
scientific thinking flourishes. Children engage
deeply, hypothesizing, experimenting, and
building theirtheories about the world around
them. This method does more than just reflect
theiterative, inquiry-driven essence of science
itself—it actively involves children in the
scientificmethod.
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and coherent progression of mathematical
concepts. It aims to provide children with a
deep understanding of mathematics through
a focus on conceptual understanding and
problem-solving. The curriculum covers
various topics, including Operations and
Algebraic Thinking, Numbers and Operations
in Base Ten,and Measurement and Data. Math
isintegrated in project work and provocation

By asking questions, forming hypotheses,
conducting experiments, observing results,
and drawing conclusions, children experience
firsthand the cyclical process that drives
scientificdiscovery. Thisapproachtransforms
learning into a vibrant, deeply individual
adventure, arming our young learners with
the necessary tools to think and behave like
scientists. It laysthe groundwork foralifelong
engagement with science, preparing them
notjustto understand scientific concepts but
to apply the scientific method in all areas of
inquiry throughout their lives.



EARLY CHILDHOOD

Arabic

Modern Standard Arabic (MSA)

The Arabic MSA courses in Nursery, KG1,
and KG2 aim to introduce the children to
the Arabic language. The program follows
a communicative approach to teaching the
language and introduces age-appropriate
literacy skills. In the MSA classes, children
engage in oral activities that develop their
listening and speaking skills. They also
participate in pre-reading and pre-writing
activities that develop their literacy skills in
standard Arabic.

In Grades 1 and 2, the Modern Standard
Arabic programis designed for children who
are native or near-native speakers of Arabic.
The MSA courses in grades 1 and 2 aim at
developingthe students’ Arabic literacy skills.
Children in this course engage in reading
and writing to build their phonological and
printawareness and eventually begintoread

French

French is introduced as a third language,
starting from the Nursery class and continuing
throughout the subsequent school years,
with sessions scheduled for thirty minuteson
alternate days. Fromtheir earliest encounters
in Nursery, our children are immersed
in French through interactive methods
that include engagement with teachers,
storytelling, singing,and hands-on activities.
Thisimmersive approachis designed to mimic
the natural process of language acquisition,
capitalizingonyoung children’sinnate ability
to absorb new sounds, words, and phrases
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and write simple familiar texts. The focus on
oralcommunication skills continuesin these
courses to promote the children’s listening
and speaking skillsin standard Arabic. Integral
to our daily schedule, the time dedicated
to Arabic learning begins with 30-minute
sessions in Nursery classes and gradually
increases, reaching 60 minutes from Grade
1 onwards.

Arabic as a Foreign Language (AFL) in
Grade 2

This course is designed for children who
have no prior exposure to Arabic. The
course introduces the children to the
Arabic language and culture. The main
emphasis of AFL is on communication in
three modes: interpersonal, interpretive,
and presentational. Basic vocabulary and
grammar, as well as simple writing structures,
are introduced.

through meaningful context and repetition.

The curriculum emphasizes communication
in three key modes: interpersonal
(engaging in conversations), interpretive
(understanding spoken and written language),
and presentational (sharinginformationand
ideas in speech and writing).

By focusing on these modes, we cater
to a holistic development of language
skills, ensuring students not only learn to
communicate butalso to connect with French
culture and speakers on a deeper level.
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Visual Arts

In our EC program, we recognize the
pivotal role of the arts in children’s holistic
development. We affirm the beliefthat every
child possesses artistic potential, and our
mission is to nurture and unfold each child’s
creative capacities to the fullest extent.

In Nursery, children explore various art
forms with their Homeroom Teachers
through provocations that address a range
of topics and concepts. In KG1 and KG2, our
young learners are exposed to various arts
during Homeroom time and participate in
collaborative sessions with an Atelierista,
an artist-in-residence. This partnership
enhancesthe ongoinglearning projects within
the classrooms by delving deeper into the
concepts introduced during class, thereby
unveiling the children’s artistic and creative
potential.

Duringthese collaborative sessions, children
not only showcase their creativity but also
explore a broad spectrum of artistic media,
encompassing drawing (pencil, markers,
pastels, chalk), painting (watercolor, tempera),
printmaking (etching), and sculpting
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(3-dimensional, clay, metal, mosaic). Through
hands-on exploration and experimentation,
children gain proficiency in these various
artistic languages.

Beyond the acquisition of techniques,
our children utilize diverse methods and
applicationsto craft theirartistic expressions.
Engaginginthoughtfulanalysis of theirwork,
they actively seek ways to convey powerful
messages through their art. This holistic
approach to artistic exploration fosters a
rich and integrated learning experience for
our students.

As children progress to Grades 1 and 2, they
partake in 45-minute art sessions led by a
dedicated art teacher twice every six-day
cycle. In these sessions, they study diverse
art techniques and apply them to projects
initiated within the art class. These varied
artistic media and techniques seamlessly
extend into projects and provocations
explored inthe Homeroom class, reinforcing
the interdisciplinary nature of artistic
expression throughout the curriculum.
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Music

We firmly believe that engaging in a robust
music education program fostersalasting love
formusic,anunderstandingand appreciation
of cultures worldwide, and empowers
children to contribute meaningfully to the
school community.

Early Childhood children are immersed in
a comprehensive, hands-on, and enjoyable
approach to music at ACS. Recognizing
children as inherently creative and active
learners of music, we integrate movement,
singing, instrumental music,and exposure to
high-qualitymusicintotheirdaily experiences.

Physical Education

ACS believesthat physicalactivityis critical to
the development and maintenance of good
health. The goal of ACS’s Early Childhood
Physical Education program is to develop
physically educated individuals who have
the knowledge, physical skills, confidence,
and interpersonal skills to enjoy a lifetime of
healthful physical activity and fitness. Our
program integrates research-based best
practicesand promotes collaboration within
the department, resulting in an enhanced
educational experience for ACS children.

ChildreninACS’s Early Childhood Physical
Education program:

in physical activities within a safe
and supportive environment, fostering a
sense of comfort to explore various physical
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InNursery, KG1,and KG2, musicis seamlessly
woven into our daily schedule and is
facilitated by the Homeroom Teachers. This
early exposure also includes fundamental
technical aspects of music. In Grades 1 and
2, children participate in dedicated music
classes twice within a six-day cycle, led by a
specialized music teacher. These classes delve
into both the artistic and technical aspects of
music, allowing children to develop a well-
rounded understanding and proficiency in
this universal language.

skills and take risks that contribute to their
overalldevelopmentand health.

differentiated instruction
tailored to their individual entry-level
skillsandfitness levels, ensuring thateach
child receives personalized guidance and
support.

sequentially learned skills and
fitness,empowering them to make choices
and actively participatein lifelong physical
activities that contribute to their well-
being.

the ACS Early Childhood Physical
Education program with the motivation
to pursue and enjoy lifelong physical
activities that cater to their unique needs
and contribute to a healthy lifestyle.



67 Nigeria Street, Jal El-Bahr | 2035 - 8003
P.0.Box11-8129,Riad El Solh

Beirut| 1107 - 2260 Lebanon

@ +961(1)374370
@www.acs.edu.lb






