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The Board of Education (Board) shall act as a committee of the whole on all matters coming before it 
except that committees may be created by vote of the Board for the consideration or investigation of 
certain matters, or for the performance of certain Board functions. 
 
1. Committees 
 

a. Standing Committees 
 
The Board may create standing committees. Any standing committee shall remain in 
effect indefinitely or until such time as the committee is abolished by the Board. 
 

b. Ad Hoc Committees 
 
Ad hoc committees may be established by the Board with a fixed objective and for a 
limited period of time. The Board shall take formal action to dissolve such 
committees when their stated purposes have been carried out and/or the services of the 
committee are no longer required. 

 
2. Scope of Authority 
 

A committee’s only authority is to make recommendations to the Board regarding matters 
that have been referred to it, unless the Board specifically authorizes otherwise; however, the 
Board cannot delegate the powers granted it under the State Statutes to such committees. 

 
3. Committee Membership 
 

The Board Chairperson shall appoint the members of all committees, and the Board 
Chairperson shall also appoint a Chairperson for each committee. The Board Chairperson 
may serve as ex-officio member of any standing or ad hoc committee. As ex-officio, the 
Chairperson can vote but cannot count as part of a quorum. 
 
To more effectively meet quorum requirements, all committees of the Board shall have an 
odd number of members. The exception to this shall be the Amity Finance Committee, 
which will operate in accordance with Bylaw 9132.6. 
 

4. Meetings and Reports 
 

a. Meetings of committees shall be posted as required by the Freedom of Information 
Act. Minutes of each posted committee meeting shall be prepared. 
 

b. Committees shall submit their recommendations and/or reports at meetings of the 
Board. 
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5. Electronic Committee Meetings 
 
The Board recognizes that due to the schedule, time, frequency and content of committees, 
committee meetings may be best accomplished through a meeting by electronic means. The 
decision to conduct a committee meeting electronically shall be determined by mutual 
consensus between the committee chair and the school personnel who serve on the 
committee. In the event that a committee meets by electronic means, the following shall be 
adhered to: 

 
a. All members of the committee shall meet by electronic means. A hybrid meeting is 

not permissible. 
 
b. Committee members shall make every attempt to participate through a technology 

portal where they can be viewable, or at a minimum heard, by each other and 
members of the public. 

 
c. Notice of the committee meeting’s virtual location shall be published through the 

traditional means and outlets as well as being noticed on the District (ARSD) 
website and in the Board of Education Office no less than 48 hours in advance. 

 
d. ARSD shall post the agenda for the committee meeting no later than 24 hours in 

advance for review and reference by members of the public. The agenda will also be 
posted on the ARSD website. 

 
e. The live public comment portion of the committee meeting shall be temporarily 

suspended during an electronic meeting. However, members of the public can submit 
their comments to be added to the public record by emailing the Clerk of the Board 
of Education prior to 2:00 pm on the day of the meeting. These comments will be 
summarized by the Committee Chairperson in the place so designated in the agenda 
for the meeting. The public may also email the Clerk of the Board by 2:00 pm on the 
day of the meeting and request to speak during public comment as noted on the 
agenda. Those members of the public making such request will be provided with the 
information necessary to join the meeting electronically to provide public comment. 

 
f. ARSD shall provide any member of the public with a physical location and the 

electronic equipment needed to attend a fully remote meeting in real-time. Members 
of the public must request this provision by emailing the Clerk of the Board of 
Education by the close of the last business day before the day of the fully remote 
meeting. 

 
g. When a committee meeting is conducted by electronic means, a recording of the 

meeting with video, in addition to minutes, will be posted. These recordings will not stand 
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as the minutes; only the written record as approved will do so. 
 
h. The Board shall take the steps necessary for the public to view electronic committee 

meetings and proceedings in real time. 
 
i. Executive session will not be conducted during an electronic committee meeting. 
 

 
(cf. 9131 – Committee of the Whole) 
(cf. 9132.6 – Amity Finance Committee) 
(cf. 9312 – Time, Place, and Notification of Meetings) 

 
 
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

 
1-200 through 1-241 of the Freedom of Information Act 1-200 Definitions 
1-225 Meetings of government agencies to be public 
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