
Cheney Middle School activities line:  (509) 559-4488 

Westwood Middle School activities line:  (509) 559-4161 

Cheney High School activities line:  (509) 559-4120 

Go to www.cheneysd.org for current news and  information  

about Cheney Public Schools.  Like us on Facebook!  Check  

us out at https://www.facebook.com/CheneySD. 

Community Connections 
F o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ,  o u r  w o r l d ,  o u r  f u t u r e  

                                          June 2015 

Important 
dates: 
 

June 3 
Three Springs  

Commencement, 

5:00 p.m., Betz 

A Time to Honor, 

CHS, 6:00 p.m. 
 

June 5 
Cheney High 

Commencement, 

EWU Pavilion, 7:00 
 

June 10 
School Board 

Meeting—Betz 

6:00 p.m. 
 

June 12 
Last Day of  

School— 

Early Dismissal 

June 

Character Trait 
INTEGRITY: 
Living a set of val-

ues which includes 

honesty, respect  

for others and a 

sense of personal 

responsibility 

Our essential foundations 
 

 High Expectations and Continuous Progress 

 Involvement and Engagement with School District Community 

 Stewardship and Planning 

Friends of Cheney Public Schools, 

 
The month of June brings with it many annual traditions in our schools. The most notable are the  
commencement ceremonies planned for our Three Springs High School graduates and Cheney  
High School graduates. As our society becomes more automated and fast-paced, I appreciate 
the commencement ceremonies that ground us in long-standing traditions. 
 

The Three Springs High School commencement will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at 
5:00 p.m. at Betz Elementary School in the Viking Room. Our graduates welcome family and 
community members to celebrate the accomplishment of achieving a high school diploma. You 
likely know that earning a high school diploma today requires that students not only pass credit 
bearing classes that are required for a diploma, but also demonstrate proficiency in specific  
content areas. We are proud of each of our graduates for achieving these higher standards and 
we are incredibly grateful to our teachers and staff for providing the support necessary for all  
our students to achieve success.  
 

Cheney High School’s commencement will be held on Friday, June 5, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the  
Eastern Washington University Reese Court Pavilion. The academic commencement ceremony 
is one of the few rites of passage that remains in our modern society. Students don hats and 
gowns as they enter the pavilion walking to the traditional Pomp and Circumstance music per-
formed by our Cheney High School band. The ceremony includes the tradition of speeches  
delivered by students and staff – some lighthearted and others more serious and inspirational. 
Our choir performs a piece prepared for the celebration, and then the most personal part of the 
ceremony | each graduate’s name is called – s/he comes forward to be recognized, individually, 
for earning a high school diploma. 
 

Our hope is that the commencement ceremony provides an experience for both students and  
parents that can long be remembered as a day of honor. In the Cheney Public Schools, our stu-
dents graduate prepared for many post-secondary options. We are proud of each graduate and 
are grateful to our community for their support of the educational and co-curricular programming 
that makes the high school diploma a reality for each and every child in our community. 
 
For our children, our community, our world, our future ~ 

  

 
 

Debra J. Clemens, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

TSHS Commencement 

June 3, 5:00 p.m. 

CHS Commencement 

June 5, 7:00 p.m. 

http://www.facebook.com/


 

Cheney Public Schools complies with all federal and state rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, economic status, gender, sexual orientation including 
gender expression or identity, pregnancy, familial status, marital status, 
age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, the presence of any 
sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or 
service animal by a person with a disability.  This holds true for all stu-
dents who are  interested in participating in educational programs and/or 
extracurricular school activities.  Inquiries regarding compliance and/or 
grievance procedures may be directed to the school district’s Title IX/RCW 
28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator or Section 504 Coordinator.   
Or inquiries may be directed to the Director of the Office of Civil Rights, 
Department of HEW, Washington, D.C. 
 

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator 
Sean Dotson, Associate Superintendent  
Cheney School District, 12414 S. Andrus Rd. 
Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4550 
 

Section 504 Coordinator 
Kristi Thurston, Director, Student Support Services 
Cheney School District, 12414 S. Andrus Rd.  
Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4507      
  

Requests for Disclosure of Public Records Printed on recycled paper. 
Sharon Throop, Public Records Officer 
Cheney School District, 520 Fourth Street 
Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4502         

CHENEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
12414 S. Andrus Rd. 
Cheney, Washington  99004 
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Hawks & Wolverines become  
Blackhawks! 
 

At both of our middle schools, our eighth grade students 
participate in an end-of-year event to mark their middle 
school experience.  Cheney Middle School and West-
wood Middle School students will go to Silver Lake, and 
will be joined by the leadership class from Cheney High 
School for some fun team-building activities as they get 
ready to become Blackhawks! 

Cheney Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, 
veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 
identity, economic status, pregnancy, familial status, marital status, 
disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal, and  
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups.  The following employees have been designated to handle  
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination.   Or inquiries may  
be directed to the Director of the Office of Civil Rights, Department of 
HEW, Washington, D.C. 
 

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 Officer/ADA Coordinator 
Sean Dotson, Associate Superintendent  
Cheney School District, 12414 S. Andrus Rd. 
Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4550 
 

Section 504 Coordinator 
Kristi Thurston, Director, Student Support Services 
Cheney School District, 12414 S. Andrus Rd.  
Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4507      
  

Requests for Disclosure of Public Records Printed on recycled paper. 

Sharon Throop, Public Records Officer 
Cheney School District, 12414 S. Andrus Rd. 
Cheney, WA  99004  Phone:  (509) 559-4502         

CHENEY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
12414 S. Andrus Rd. 
Cheney, Washington  99004 
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Fifth graders celebrate 
 

At each of our elementary schools, our fifth graders  
are taking the opportunity to remind us that they are 
the designated leaders of our elementary schools.   
To mark this occasion, each of our elementary schools 
plans for a special event.  For example, at Snowdon 
Elementary School, our fifth graders planned a ‘skip 
day!’ - to Eastern Washington University.  The children 
spent a day on the campus experiencing the recrea-
tional components of college life.   
 

Other schools chose different events—at Windsor  
Elementary School there will be a fifth grade trip to 
Wonderland sponsored by the Windsor PTO, and  
several students will be recognized at their awards 
program on the last day of school.   
 

Sunset Elementary School plans for a special recogni-
tion ceremony for each of their students.  At Betz, fifth 
graders will visit the EWU Ropes Course on June 5.  
Salnave fifth graders will also experience the EWU 
Ropes Course to celebrate the end of their elementary 
years.  They are excited to celebrate their years  
together and do some bonding with each other as  
they anticipate the fun they will all have at Cheney 
Middle School. 

CHS Valedictorians and Salutatorians 
 

The criteria set for Cheney High School valedictorians 
and salutatorians are quite high.  The graduating  
seniors with the highest grades 9-12 cumulative  
grade point average with a Humanities emphasis or 
Math/Science emphasis are considered for this recog-
nition.  These programs include their participation in 
Advanced Placement or Honors courses throughout 
their high school experience.  Congratulations to  
the CHS valedictorians this year—Keith Emert and  
Sonora Hetrick, and the salutatorians—Connor Pratt, 
Jackson Spencer and Allison Sanchez.  We are very 
proud of all of these fine students. 


