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Course Description

AP American History is a course designed to provide a comprehensive overview of United States history and to
supply students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems
and issues this country has faced. Students will learn to analyze and interpret primary and secondary historical
records, read maps, including documentary material, maps, statistical tables and pictorial and graphic evidence
of historical events. They will debate and discuss major historical questions and formulate and defend
substantive thesis based on their knowledge of the content area. This course is designed to prepare students to
pass the national college-level Advanced Placement Examination to be administered near the end of May.

Topics Covered

Pre-Columbian America and European exploration Populism, Progressivism

Native Americans World War I

Life and thought in colonial America The 1920s

Revolutionary ideology, The Great Depression, the New Deal
Constitutional development World War I1

Jeffersonian and Jacksonian democracy The Cold War

Nineteenth-century reform movements Postwar changes in America

Manifest Destiny Cultural changes in the 1960s and 1970s
The Civil War and Reconstruction 1980s and 1990s

Westward Expansion The United States at the beginning of the
Immigration twenty-first century.

Industrialism

Course Goals

1. Students will acquire fundamental and advanced knowledge of United States political, social, economic,
constitutional, cultural, and intellectual history.

2. Students will develop master of the process skills: analysis, synthesis, evaluation and critical reading
necessary for the mastery of the content of United States History

3. Students will demonstrate an advanced knowledge of the content, concepts and themes unique to United
States History.

4. Students will develop the ability to recognize the significance of change over time and cause and effect.

Students will be able to develop historically accurate interpretations of the events of United States History.

6. Students will develop the ability to think and reason analytically as demonstrated through essay and
expository writing of document based and free response essay questions as well as article reviews, and book
reviews.

9]

Text and Reading Materials
1. Berkin, Miller, Cherny, Gormly (2019). Making America: A History of the United States (7th ed.)
Boston: Cengage.
2. In addition to the class text, students will analyze and interpret primary sources, including documentary
material, maps, statistical tables and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events
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Required Supplies
e Spiral Notebook or Composition Book, Student planner, hi liter, note cards

Course Schedule

The class will consist of multiple units. These units will consist of reading journal activities such as levels of
questioning, using subheadings, outlines, one-pagers, Document Based Question (DBQ) assignments, quizzes,
exams, various article readings, class lectures and group discussions.

Major Assignments
Major assignments will include but are not limited to various DBQ and FRQ, Presidents Assessment, and
practice assessments

Assessment Format
Assessment will be both formative and summative and based on, quizzes, tests, presentations, and assignments
amongst other methods.

Expectations:

Students will have homework most nights, usually in the form of reading assignments from one of the texts or
other supplementary materials. Reading assignments are designed to introduce topics that will be discussed in
class and it is essential that students complete the assignments on time. Students are expected to participate in
class discussion and demonstrations in order to reinforce their learning. All students enrolled in AP U.S.
History are required to take the Advanced Placement United States History Examination. THIS IS
FREE!

Discipline Procedures
Progressive discipline will be adhered to in this class. Please refer to the student handbook for offenses and
discipline steps.

Absence and Tardy Policy
Attendance is mandatory. If you are not in your seat when the bell rings you are considered tardy.

Grading Scale
Point Letter High Low
Value Grade Percentage Percentage
4.00 A 100.00 93.00
3.70 A- 92.99 90.00
3.30 B+ 89.99 87.00
3.00 B 86.99 83.00
2.70 B- 82.99 80.00
2.30 C+ 79.99 77.00
2.00 C 76.99 73.00
1.70 C- 72.99 70.00
1.30 D+ 69.99 67.00
1.00 D 66.99 60.00
0.70 F 59.99 57.00
0.30 F 56.99 53.00
0.00 F 52.99

Grading Policy
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e Late work will be subject to a lower grade.

e In the case of academic dishonesty student will be referred to the office to receive their consequence.
Student will also be given the opportunity to take the test over or receive a zero.

e Students have a right to make up work missed due to absences.

e (Grades will be based on the achievement towards district course/grade level standards. Therefore, the
grades will be organized and recorded by unit of study.

e Grades will be based on professional judgment. I will use the most appropriate measure of central
tendency to determine your grade.

e Student will be able to track their progress through Skyward and Canvas.

Each student’s grade is figured by a percentage basis
**%4 0’s are perfection. This means you have to turn assignments in on time by the DUE DATES, not
late! It also means you are ALWAYS doing your best work and participating in all activities and
assignments
Exams/Quizzes-50% (assessments, DBQ, FRQ, reading quizzes, terms quiz, etc. etc.)
Assignments- 25% (Chapter Notes, key terms, etc.) Participation- 25% (Class Discussions)

Caveat

This is a general syllabus and cannot possibly detail the entire scope of the curriculum. Due to the
changeable nature of daily school activities and the dynamics of specific classes, the order and scope
of the class may vary.




