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THIS WAS NOT HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL
The class of 2024 lived through COVID, admitting it changed their expectations regarding high school life

BY MICHELLE SANTIAGO 
Editor 

Hidden faces covered by fabric 
or medical masks. It was Decem-
ber of 2019 when the first case of 
COVID-19 was discovered. Around 
this time, 2024 seniors would have 
been at the beginning of eighth 
grade. 

At the time, it seemed like a va-
cation, and everyone was excited 
to be out of school for two weeks. 
That was before two weeks turned 
into six months.  Students did 
not expect it to be as serious as it 
ended up being. 

Ariel Fleming was one of the 
many students who was social 
around middle school, but then 
something changed.

“When Covid hit, it slowed me 
down from being friends with 
people who weren’t my friends,” 

Fleming said. 
When students did return, they re-

turned to something they had never ex-
perienced or could have ever imagined 
-- a hybrid classroom where desks were 
six feet apart and seperated by plastic 
shields. They also had to wear masks to 
prevent the spread of Covid.

These were some of the required 
safety precautions. It was declared a 
pandemic during 2020. That’s when 
freshman year began and when there 
were 1 million confirmed cases world-
wide, affecting everyone in their own 
way. 

“It taught me to have a more inde-
pendent mindset; life can change very 
suddenly. Appreciate the loudness of 
life,” senior Jaime Gonzalez said. 

Quarantine was another safety pre-
caution. People were isolated to protect 
the public from getting exposed to 
infected people. 

“It most definitely took me out of my 
comfort zone because spending all that 
time alone makes you want to be more 
social,” senior Jocelyn De La Torre said. “I 
missed out on a year of my life.” 

De La Torre is referring to the fact 
that students had the option to attend 
school virtually all year. Even though the 
pandemic gradually came to an end, it 
made a lasting impact. 

Mental health and lack of motiva-
tion were some effects. Technology 
enhanced and policies changed. After 
everything the class of 2024 has gone 
through they still made it to graduation. 
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Having to take safety precautions, 
zoom was a way of communicat-
ing without being in-person.

Masks were a precaution to 
ensure the safety and to prevent 
the spreading of covid.

The first vaccines were  approved 
by the U.S Food and Drug 
Administration.

Class of 2024 reaching 
the finish line.Be mostly on computer and 

not on paper anymore.

Technology Advances

Hybrid Year

Students had the choice to be in 
person with a teacher or learn at 
home and join online classes.
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Graduation

“I missed out 
on a year of 
my life.” 

A Sign of the Times
During lunch May 1, seniors 
celebrated making their 
future plans by signing the 
wall, taking pictures against a 
special backdrop. There was 
also music as well as special 
treats. Pictured are Miisha 
Taylor (signing) and friends 
Jensen Agulto, Johan Galicia, 
Brandon Nava-Alvarez and 
Luis Vidal.  
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Seniors voted on their favorite teacher. While many teachers re-
ceived votes, English Teacher Jessica Mohler overwhelmingly 
received the most votes for a variety of reasons.“Mrs.Mohler has 
been an understanding teacher and encouraged me to do better in 
school and made me want to write better with the knowledge she 
provided with me,” oneof the students said in their response.

Senior English Teacher

Mrs. Mohler helps Melvin Neblett with his essay during fifth period.

JESSICA MOHLER

“Growing up I saw 
myself being a business 
owner-- not a custom 
business owner. In middle 
school I attended Lincoln Middle School, and 
it was the first football game. I saw people 
with custom shirts of their loved ones on it 
and I said I wanted to make shirts like them. 

I first started with a regular iron at home 
and bought iron-on patches from Wal-Mart 
and started making shirts. Once I started 
making them I started selling them for $10. 
Over time, I started getting better and get-
ting customers and started selling them for 
$20.

Throughout the years I discovered a new 
tool which is a Cricut machine. With that new 
tool I make custom apparel, custom cups, 

Growing the business

custom stickers, custom iron sheets, and as 
well as custom party favors. 

My business started to do well but trying 
to balance school and my business was diffi-
cult. I always put my education first. so there 
would be times where I would have to close 
my business to get back where I wanted to be 
academically. 

My business affected a big part of my life 
because I didn’t have to work a lot of hours 

BY SAMUAL FAGBAMIYE
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BY JALA HILL

for a regular job because my business, I had 
it to lean on and had people close to me to 
help me support my business. 

To make my business big and worldwide 
I would like to do a partnership with some-
one so it’s not only me doing it. I would be 
working with someone else and I will be able 
to do more stuff.”

Destiny
Shackleford

“Mr. Russell and Mr. Truex because they always 
provided a safe space for me as a student to vent 
and learn. Also, they always made class engaging 
and entertaining.”

“Ms. GIlmore. She motivates and inspires me 
constantly.”

“Ms. Manning because she’s super passionate 
and pushes you. I loved her class so much and I’d 
give anything to take it again.”

“Mrs. Taylor was my favorite teacher because she 
really helped me in learning more about how and 
what I wanted to do in my career life. She really 
helped to challenge myself more and doing more 
that nobody else would do at the time. Truly she 
opened my eyes more to the culinary world, the 
good and the bad.”

“I like Mr. Beebe because he is sweet and funny. I 
like Ms. Thede because I like her way of teaching. 
I like Mrs. Harrison-Williams because she gives 
me mother vibes to me.”

HONORABLE MENTIONS
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College offers a lot of options

Some seniors opted 
for a historically 
black college

“I’ll be going to Alba-
ny State University 
and I’m going there 
because it is a nice 
HBCU. They also have 
my major,  which is di-
agnostic medical so-
nography. I was most 
influenced by my 
family and friends.” 
DAFNE RAPHAEL

“I chose TSU because 
it’s an HBCU that isn’t 
too far from home 
nor too close.  No-
body helped influ-
ence my decision. 
I’m majoring in early 
childhood education.”
SAMIAYAH JOHNSON

Hernandez wins Skills U.S.A.
 Senior Emily Hernandez won 1st place 

in the Prepared Speech Competition 
during the SkillsUSA competition 
in April after her cosmetology 
teacher Mashonda Gilmore saw her 
potential.  

According to their website skillsu-
sa.org, “SkillsUSA is the #1 workforce 
development organization for students. 
We empower students to become skilled 
professionals, career-ready leaders and 
responsible community members.

“I got in because of my cosmetolo-
gy teacher but I was competing in the 
speech competition for leadership skills,” 
Hernandez said.

What was the main aspect of your speech?
“The main point was about no limits. I used the analogy of an egg, the yolk, 
the egg white, and the shell. The yolk for me represents your mindset, the egg 
white represents the people around you, and the shell represents your comfort 
zone. I was trying to convey the message of people trying to get out of their 
shell because if you get out of your shell you aren’t going to have limits, you’re 
overcoming your limits as well. Become comfortable with the uncomfortable 
and do the things you want to do.”

What or who motivated you to participate? 
“Ms. Gilmore motivated me. She pushed me out of my comfort zone last year to 
do the speech; this is my 2nd year doing it. Last year I got 3rd place in state and 
this year 1st place in state. She kept pushing me and pushing to do it. I was more 
comfortable and enjoyed it more this year.”

 

BY CAROLINE JOHNSON

BY SANDRA LOPEZ
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PPA offers new chances for seniors

An opportunity for a comeback 
is what the Pike Preparatory 
Academy offers. It gives a oppor-
tunity for seniors who are behind 
in credits but does more than that. 
It can also offer seniors the chance 
to thrive in a nontraditional school 
environment.

“It’s an extension of Pike High 
School and still has students from 
Pike,” according to PPA Principal 
Randy Cooper.

 They do things differently from 
the high school though. Usually, 
they start with 125 students, and 
teachers are limited to 15 students 
each. 

The beginning of the year starts 
when students are behind on 
credits. Instead of the typical sev-
en classes and two semester, the 
biggest difference is six periods a 
day and every quarter is a term. 

“Whatever courses they need to 

recover, they can do it in person, 
with a teacher, and in a class-
room,” Cooper said.

 They don’t include DC or AP 
classes. They have more spe-
cial requirements compared to 
regular classes. They condense 
the rest of the classes into nine 
weeks. 

Each class is an hour long and 
gives students extra time to use 
that to their advantages. 

The smaller class also gives 
them a chance for a helpful 
interaction with their teachers.

Senior Desi Arnold was greatful 
for the opportunity to have a hy-
brid class schedule so he could 
earn credits and still finish the 
day with ant art class at the main 
campus. “The entire process 
was easy,” he said. I was able to 
work at my pact to focus on my 
education. everyone made me 
feel like I belong.”
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These superlatives 
were voted on at the 
senior dinner, a special 
event held only for 
seniors. Griffin Weaver

Jaime Gonzalez
Ashley Macias

Margaret Cialdella
Tai May

TO CHOOSE YOUR OWN, 
TURN TO PAGE 16

BY MICHELLE SANTIAGO

Annette Merritt works with Ta’Veon Sanders on an assignment. Merritt was named PPA teacher of the year.

S ENIOR

ROYALTY
Leo Spitznagle

Kemi Monsongo
Kalyn Peay

Jayna Ndiaye

Jatnna Ayala Ruiz
Mario Orta

Jayna Ndiaye

Erlin Pineda- 
Hernandez

Kalyn Peay
Jamar Diaby

BY MARIE TICHENOR
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What type of outfits did you wear during your senior year of high school?
 “I wore a lot of baggy flannel shirts, unbuttoned, cargo pants and other baggy jeans.” 

What was your favorite TV show/movie at that time? 
“Would never miss an episode of Friends or Simpsons.” 
 
 How much was gas back then?  
“Less than a dollar a gallon. Could fill up my tank for $10!” 
 
Over the years when you became a teacher, did you notice the difference in the students and 
environment?  
“Over the 20 years I have been at Pike, I have seen growth in student success in the classroom. The students 
are very well behaved and respectful. As the years have passed l, I have continued to see Pike students suc-
ceed.” 
  
Is there anything you could compare and/or differ from your senior year to this year’s seniors?
 “I had no social media, had to text on a Nokia phone (t9). I only had a phone when my mom was home and 
she gave me her phone. Still used the land line, had dial up internet at home. So we had to research using 
Encyclopedias and a card catalog in the library. We spent most of our free time outside and had little access 
to video games. “

Mr. Csikos

Mr. Bobb

What was your favorite TV show/movie at that time? 
“Roseanne was a HIT! Ironically been rebooted without her called The 
Conners! Melrose Place and Beverly Hills 90210 were also big. The Jack 
Ryan story began with Patriot Games, My Cousin Vinny, Resevoir Dogs, and 
Alladin were all great flicks!” 
 
Do you remember any current events that were happening at that 
time? If so what was it? 
“The nineties were pretty intense globally. There was the end of the Soviet 
Union, the Gulf War (that feels like it is still going on just rebranded) and 
Bill Clinton beating HW Bush for President. The LA riots broke out after the 
Rodney King beating and acquittal of the officers.”

BY ANIYA K’PEAHAY
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TOTALLY COMMITTED

Endurance, control, strength, and 
perseverance. Pike high school’s Gia 
Clay, a senior who has been running 
track since she was 7 years old, broke 
the 60 second barrier in the girls 400m 
with a time of (56.98) to finish 27th in 
the prelims in Boston out of a field that 
saw 97 girls under 60 seconds for the 
event. Clay would also compete in the 
200m where she would run 25.586 to 
place 55th. 

The New Balance nationals is an 
indoor track race for qualified athletes.

 Clay said she felt really relieved be-
cause she has been working really hard 
towards that and it took a really long 
time to reach. 

Back when she was running track for 
AAU,  her mom and her coach was her 
support system.

“They really helped me during this 
whole process,” Clay said. 

Although her friends were not able 
to travel to Boston for the event, they 
were glued to Youtube, cheering her on 
from afar. Clay appreciated their devo-
tion and wished they were with her.

‘’Nationals was really fun because I 
have never seen competition at an elite 

level like that before and it was very 
entertaining,” Clay said.

Gia plans to to run track in college, 
but she has not committed anywhere 
yet. Her advice to people struggling 
with track is ‘’stay committed to it 
because you never know how far it 
will go.’’ Clay also says, ‘’Go and be on 
an AAU team. That way you can do 
national competitions instead of state 
competitions.”

Clay is not the only senior commit-
ted to participate in a sports at the 
collegiate level. Although not everyone 
has made official choices, here are 
some of the seniors who have made 
commitments:

Genesis Boyd
St. Mary of the Woods - track
Alexis Warren
SIUe, basketball
Morgan Crowe
Defiance College, basketball
Kyran Hawkins
Defiance College, football
Micah Craig
John Carrol University, soccer

BY NOAH LOVE

“We’ve been 
besties since 
sophomore year. 
Our favorite 
memory was 
when he dropped 
his large Diet 
Coke at target 
& the worker 
was mad be-
cause she had to 
clean it up.”

Bjora Upchurch
Lillie Baggett

“We’ve been best 
friends pretty much 
our whole lives. Our 
favorite memory is 
when we went to a 
fort outside in the 
back of a house and 
we tried to build 
another fort, but it 
didn’t work. Even 
though it failed, it 
played among us, the 
power of the one in 
the for.”

David Pettus
Brendan Kellogg

“We’ve known each 
other since 7th grade, 
and our favorite 
memory was when 
we went to the water 
park fight at North-
west way. One of 
our favorite songs 
is love by Keyshia 
Cole.”

Angelina Posada, Ka-
miyah Braxton, Ke’ajah 
Toliver
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BY DALEN JORDAN

THE BEST OF FRIENDS

Gia Clay runs the 800 meter dash againt Ben Davis and Carmel 
at a home meet  April 9.
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BY JAYSON SETYAWAN

   “The Amazing World of   
   Gumball”
   Terrell Seagraves

   “Codename: Kids Next  
   Door”
   Eric Whisler

   “Regular Show”
   Oscar Roman

   “Backyardigans”
   Priest Webb

   “The Boondocks”
   Jadion Motley

   “Ratatouille”
   Brian Rodriguez

   “The Croods”
   Aliceson Ziaty

   “Coco”
   Brianna Aparacio

   “Transformers”
   Yamil Sanchez

   “Rapunzel”
   Genesis Boyd

   “Littlest Pet Shops”
   Saidy Rivera

 “WWE Wrestling men”
   Devin Mahone

   “Spiderman”
   Matthew Chikerema

   “Ben 10”
   Olayinka Olasupo

   “Transformer toys”
   Karsten Adewole



Susan Abarca Romero
Omar-Ali Abbasi
Aerospace Engineering	
Melissa Abraham
Essede Acakpo
Jessica Acosta
Psychology 	
Ivy Tech/Indiana State
Favour Adejayan
Nursing 	
Ball State
Ayoyimika Ademola
Nursing 	
Karsten Adewole
Graphic Design
Ivy Tech
Kayla Aguilar-Morales
Psychology/Criminal Justice 
Indiana Bloomington
Jensen Royce Agulto
Data Science	
IU Bloomington
Adewola Ajibade
Anthony Akinbobola
Engineering
Undecided
Al-Ameen Akinlawon
Kehinde Alabi
Taiwo Alabi
Paul Albert-Onajobi
Samantha Alexandre 
Business 	
IUPUI 
Mikyla Allen
Nickson Alli
Oluwatomisin Aluko
Political Science 	
American University
Mike Alvarado
Dylin Amos
Terrence Ampey
Business 	
IU Bloomington 
Mohamad Amro
Keegan Anderson
Makayla Andrews
Edson Angel
Margarette Angeles
La’Mya Anglin
Alande Anilus
Indiana University
Brianna Aparicio
Kevin Arciga-Ledesma
Terrens Arisma
Aidan Arnold	
Math	
Rose Hulman
Trinity Arnold
Joel Arreola
Valerie Asegbe
Pre-Med (Biology)	
Ball State
Ashani Ashafa
Henry Askelson
Military	
Culinary Arts	
Omowunmi Awobiyi
Jatnna Ayala-Ruiz
Joacim Ayllon
Jean Nelson Azard
Ashley Aziz
Sarah Aziz
Lillie Baggett
Mohamed Bah
Construction 	
Ivy Tech
Sidney Baird
Anthony Baker
Ryland Baker

Desiree Baldwin
Kaitlyn Bankhead
Aalihya Banks
Jamelle Banks
Work	
Automotive Industry 	
Jazmin Barcelos Mendoza
Naima Barkley
Ricardo Barron-Ramirez
Ibrahim Barry
Anthony Batiste Jr
Sydney Bell
College Veterinary Science 
University of Arizona
Desi Bell Jr.
Glodi Bendera
Ellis Berry
Karen Betancourt-Lopez
Janiece Biddings
Enson Billings
Kamarra Birdsong
Kam’eron Biven
Aaliyah Blackmon
Lauren Blackwood
Musical Theatre	
Ball State University
Ricardo Blanco Pallais
Brayan Blanco Trochez
Hser Blay
Kylor Bond
Danny Bonilla
Erick Bonilla Bonilla
Danielle Bonner
Amya Booth
David Boozer
Celeste Borjas
Psychology 	
Earlham College
Elijah Bosslet
Simon Bosslet
Shekinah Bowe
Shekinah Bowe
Thomas Bowman
Alex Boyd
Genesis Boyd
Sa’Niyah Boyd
Martez Boykin
La’Mya Bradley
Jenniya Brandon
Maia Branson
College of Web Programing 
& Design	
Purdue University
Diego Bravo-Gomez
Kamiyah Braxton
Mia Breeding
Nursing	
Ball State University
Layah Brickhouse
Rodney Britten
Dai-lyn Brookins
Business	
Indiana University
Xiamari Brookins
Early Childhood Education	
IUPUI 
Katherine	 Brooks
Trinity Brooks
Lillian Brown
Rudy Brown
Tyrel Brown
Madisyn Bryant
Fine arts	
AAC
Elijah Bucken
Computer Science	
Ball State University
Janyia Buford
Paige Burket

Kamiya Burnett
Sean Burnett
Marquez Burney
Military + College	
CompSci 
Ivy Tech, IUPUI
ArTezz Butler-Sanders
Christopher Cabrera Lopez
Leopold Canchola-Trujillo
Jose Canela
Kendrick Carlisle
Brasen Carpenter
Kenya Casanova-Galan
Seth Casey
Maya Castellon
College of Fine Arts	
IU Indy
Hannah Castellon-Perez
Estrella Catalan Torreblanca
Darling Chalupa-Ortiz
Karma Chandler
Starla Chaney Coleman
Interior Design
Herron School of Art + Design
Chloe Chanin
Daniel Chen
Diana Chen
Business	
IU Bloomington
Destinee Cheshier
Theater Arts	
IU Bloomington
Mayde Chigo-Molina	
Hospitality Administration	
Ivy Tech Community College
Matthew Chikerema
Clarissa Chong
Langston Chube
Business and Marketing 	
Undecided
Margaret Cialdella
College of Architecture 	
Ball State University
Kimora Clark
Gia Clay
Hezekiah Clay
Logan Clouse
William Cobos
Olivia Cochran
Akylah Cole
Biochemistry 	
Indiana University
Haiden Cole
Latrice Coleman
Cosmologist 
Zacharias	 Coley
DaShawn Collier
Anne Confident
Sandra Contreras
Eva Contreras
Nevaeh Cook
Ralph Cooke
Xavier Cooper
Diego Corona Sanchez
Victor Cotto
Micah Craig
Sports Leadership 	
John Carrol University
Me’Ryah Crawford-Adams
Patrez Crawford-Adams 
Juan Cristobal-Palacios
Monyay Crowder
Morgan Crowe
Kevin Cruz-Flores
Jasmin Cruz-Sanchez
Jayon Culpepper
Jayron Cummings
Debra Cushingberry
Nursing

University of Cincinnati 
Aanuoluwapo Dada
Genesis Daley
Alisha Das
Caira Daulton
Danny Davis
Sy’Niaryah Davis
Entrepreneurship 	
Texas Southern University
Jayla Davis
La’Kiaya Day
Hud Dazey
Jocelyn De La Torre
Radiology
Jamie De Paz
Alijah Deamus
Mya Dean
Brianna Dearman
Heaven Demmings
Accounting 	
Ivy Tech
Jamar Diaby
Alahaji Diallo
Mamadou Diallo
Mariama Diallo
Demian Diaz Rivera
Emmanuella Dieujuste
Jillian Dingwall
Tristan Dixson
Denny Do
Daniel Dodd
Walter Dominguez Garcia
Liseth Dominguez-Reyes
Saul Dominguez-Sotelo
Cortell Donaldson
Ibrahim Doukoure
Onyekachi Dumbili
Aeriale Eaton
Fashion 	
Savannah College of Art and Design
Alycca Eaton
Singer
Anthonee Echols
Ja’Darius Elliot
Kevin Elliott
Marniya Ellis
Danise Emory
Temiloluwa Esan
Nicole Espinosa-Gonzalez
Gerardo Espinoza Aguigure
Emerson Estrada-Ramos 
Shana Etienne
Micah Evans
Samuel Fagbamiye
Artillery Repair
U.S. Army
Destiny Faust
Eleanor (Sage) Fedor
Sofia Fernandez
Le’Dontae Fields

Ariel Fleming
Military	
Business Management 	
Cameron Floyd
Dorian Footman
Acacia Ford
Pre law	
Indiana State University
Anaya Ford
Business Administration 	
Ball State University
Justin Foreste
Dominique Foster
Daiona Franklin
Jessica Freeman
Taija French
Kayne Galan
Johan Galicia
Jazmine Gallon
Accounting
Tennessee State University
Elizabeth Galvan-Ramirez
Amairani Garcia
Ashley Garcia
Biochemistry, Pre-med
Kevin Garcia
Frank Garcia
Jennifer Garcia-Bermudez
Evelyn Garcia-Delabra
Yazmin Garcia-Lara
Bryan Garcia-Lopez
Rene Garcia-Miranda
Physican
IU Indy
Nilah Garmany
Te’Mya Gary
Serigne Gaye
Griffen Geer
Graphic Design
Kimberly Gettis
Credo Gidi
Jacinta Gikaru
Aviation Management 	
Indiana State University
Alex Gil-Hernandez
Kyndall Gilliam
Animal Science 
Purdue University
Ze’lla Gillis
Andrew Girton
Vandaja Givens-Horne
Undecided 
University of Saint Francis
Jasmine Godfrey
Dijion Goliday
Shanae Goliday
Abigail Gonzalez
Nursing 	
Ivy Tech 
Gabriel Gonzalez
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Jaime Gonzalez 
Electrical 	
Lincoln tech
Rene Gonzalez
Sarahi Gonzalez 
Medical Imaging Technology 	
University of Indianapolis
Kevin Gonzalez Burrola
Luis Gonzalez-Cipriano
Military
Information Technology 	
UPUI
Betzy Gonzalez-Eguigure
Alexander Gonzalez-Osorio
Jesus Gonzalez-Quezada
Navonah Grady
Genesis Grady
Andrew Graham
Erin Grant
Corrie Gray
Jaylon Green
Rodneshia Green
Monica Gregorio-Solano
Walter Griffiths
Lesly Guerridos-Lopez
Johana Gutierrez
Amari Hailey
Grace Haisten
Tranea Hamilton
Ariah Harris
Dexter Harris
Jadyn Harris
Larry Harris
Izabelle Harrison
Philosophy & political science 
Jude Hawkins
Kyran Hawkins 
Mechanical Engineering 	
Defiance College
Nariyah Hawkins
Micah Hawthorne
Deyhonte’ Haynes
Julie Haynie
Work
Dakota Henderson
Emily Hernandez
Jaqueline Hernandez
Michelle Hernandez-Aldaz
Ingrid Hernandez-Lara
Erika Hernandez-Lopez
Sara Hernandez-Nazares
Pamela Hernandez-Valdivia
Alaj’ah Hill
Allen Hill
Psychology 	
Detroit Mercy
Amontrell Hill
Gabriel Hill
Jala Hill
Nursing
Ball State University
Shakyra Hill 
Jenna Himelick
David Hindman
Adolfo Hinojosa Parra
Mykel Hodges
Aerin Hogue-Anderson
Karen Holguin-Hernandez
Cah’Maya Holmes
Nevaeh Hooper
TaCourtney Hooten
Arianna Hoskins
Isaiah Howard
Aariyana Howell
Kiefer Hoy
Caleb Hudson
Bryce Hughes
Joshua Humphrey
A’Nijah Hunn
Leilani Hunt

Dariyonna Hutchinson
Jalen Inskeep
Melvin Interiano-Jacome
Marcus Irvin
Mekhi Irvin 
Trade school 	
Electrician
Summer Irving
Taofeeq Isiaka
Bryana Jackson
Tyler Jackson
Ashly Jarquin Barrios
Accounting	
IU Bloomington
Gavin Jarvis
Ivy Tech
Darwin Javier-Marcelino
Jacob Jean
Jamaryan Jean
Miyah Jefferson
Psychology	
Jackson State University
Jalen Jenkins
Ivan Jimenez
Amauri Johnson
Caroline Johnson
Davin Johnson 
Computer Science	
IU Indianapolis 
Marie Johnson
Oluwakorede Johnson
Samaiyah Johnson
 Education 	
Tennessee State University
Tim’yia Johnson
Zoe Johnson
Elijah Johnson
Mae’Yana Johnson
Brelynde Jones
Cam’Ron Jones
Dyvon Jones
Isaac Jones
Kennedy Jones
Khamara Jones
Kylil Jones
Heavyn Jones
Wylson Jones
Jaylin Jones 
Dalen Jordan
Musical theatre, or 
veterinary medicine
Jamiya Jordan
Jennifer Jose
Criminology/Psychology	
Ball State University
Myker Lovely Joseph
Fatoumata Kaba
Malika Kaba
Maxwell Kahle
Brendan Kellogg
Emma Kemerly 
Marketing/Graphic Design	
IU Indianapolis
Knepoleaun Kendall
Drevon Key
Aniya K’Peahay
Gavin Kunst
Amyia Kyle
Joshylin Kyle 
Veterinarian 	
Marian university 
Gregory Laird
Geno Laurent
Kiera Leavell
Marieta Lee
Theiree Lee
Radiology 	
Ball State University
Yul Lee
Stephanie Leon-Garcia

Ayden Liell
Ayanna Liell
Moise Limanga
Damari Littman
Tyrel Lofton
Davin Lomax
Israel Lopez
Animal Behavior 	
IU Bloomington
Sandra Lopez 
Elementary Education 
UIndy
Joseph Lopez Sanchez
Raul Lopez Sanchez
Luis Lopez Sierra 
Business Administration
Valery Lopez-Rodriguez
Briana Love
Noah Love
Divine Lovely
Tyrae Lowe
Timme’ Loynes
Reh Lu
Lindsey Lujano
Ashley Macias
Christopher Mack
Devin Mahone 
Accounting	
IU Indy
Alimata Makadji
Darius Maksym
Derick Maldonado Lopez
Jayla Malone
Aaden Mapp
Aarie Mapp
Allison Marion
Christopher Marroquin Diaz
Alondra Marroquin-Bello
Jesean Martin
Marcellus Martin 
Communications/Media	
Ball State University
Kevin Martinez
Monserrat Martinez
Elias Martinez Zelaya
Geraldine Massaquoi
Jaricka Massey
Amarion Mathis
Nyah Mathis
Tai May
Vanessa Mbugua
Jala McCombs
Brooklynn McCreary
Gracyn McDorman
Joshua McGuire
Amari McKinnie
Kalvin McPherson
Ruth Membreno Espinoza
Dargens Mercier
Damian Mercius
Jeffrey Mesidor
Maya Metry
Kevin Meza-Ayala
Royce Middleton
Tyniah Miles
Kameron Miller
Aniyah Milligan
Fine arts 	
Ivy tech
O’Riah Mills
Deonna Minion
Caleb Mitchell
Jaylah Mitchell
A’siah Mitchell
Lurenzo Moffett
Architectural Engineering	
Tennessee State
Saiyiddul Amin	
Mohammad Hashim

SENIORS SHARED THEIR 
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE IN 
AN ONLINE SURVEY
NOTE: Not all seniors completed the survey.
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Business	
IU or Ivy Tech
Brandi Molina-Menjivar
Keyon Moment
Omar Monge
Luis Monjaras Monjaras
Military
Luther Montgomery
Quincy Montgomery 
Trade School	
HVAC
Amya Moore
Layla Moore
Marissa Moore
Naima Moore
Alayia Moore
Kaleigh Moore
Matthew Moran
Kimberly Moreno-Casas
Business
Devin Morgan
Isaac Morris
Jabarie Morris
Marveon Morris
Nia Morris
Kemunto Mosongo
Treyanna Moten
Jadion Motley
College/Undecided
Dioja Motley
Naomie Mugisha
JoAnna Mundt Haverstick
Amani Murphy
Adrian Murray
Romello Myers
Samijah Myers
James Nall 
Computer Science 	
Ivy Tech 
Sakhi Nash
Christopher Nauert
Brandon Nava-Alvarez
Marsha Navarre
Dieynaba Ndiaye
Ethics/Politics/Economics
Yale University
Alivia Neal
Kiazjah Neal
Jesince Neblett
Melvin Neblett
Sierra Nelson
Aaliyah Newsome
Gabriella Nichols
KaRon Niemann
Work
Lanie Nish
Sacred Norris
Talyra North 
Aviation Flight	
Indiana State University 
Journey Northern
Amiyah Nunn
Jakeyla Oates
Obgyn Medical Sonography
Ivy Tech
Bukola Odejide
Dajah Odum
Madison Officer
Darian Ogletree
Favour Ogungbemi	
Nursing	
Ball State University
Fathia Ojoade
Olayinka Olasupo 
Computer Science 	
IU Indianapolis
Charlize Olivo

Nursing	
Georgia State University
Samuel Ologun
Sarah Olukosi
Aishat Omotosho
Nursing 	
Indiana University Indianapolis
Inioluwa Omotoso
Marketing 	
Ball State University
Uchenna Onochie
David Ordonez
Mariano Orta
Architecture 	
Ball State University
Aniya Owens
Kendall Owens
Danielle Palmer
Kenneth Parks
Camaya Paschall
Damond Patrick Henderson 
Digital Design	
Purdue
Eric Patterson Jr
Andrew Payton
Gap year
Kalyn Peay
Marketing/Accounting
Purdue University
Paulina Pedroza-Flores
Luca Peglow
Kayleen Perea
Nery Perez
Pedro Perez
Joana Perez Xochitecatl
Jose Perez-Benitez
Marisol Perez-Sanchez
Miles Perkins
Edward Perry
Bryson Peterson
David Pettus
Eric Pieper
Biochemistry
Herald Pierre
Kevin Pierson III
Argeli Pimentel-Perez
Erlin Pineda Hernandez
Physics
Isaiah Pipkin
Nathan Ploughe
Shana Poindexter 
Entrepreneurship/Corporate Innovation 	
Indiana University Bloomington
Karina Porcayo-Epifanio
Loricka Porcelin
Angelina Posada
Emanuel Posadas
Tyquese Pratcher-Neely
Ty-Juan Preer
Victor Prieto Cruz
Cristian Quebrado Doblado
Sebastian Quebrado-Segura
Biomedical Informatics	
IU Indianapolis
Adesola Raji
Albert Ramirez
Catherine Ramirez
Michelle Ramirez
Miled Ramirez
Seiry Ramirez
Angel Ramon Verde
Alysson Ramos Miranda
Yelena Rangel-Rodas
Ayonica Ransome
Dafne Raphael
Calli Rayfield
Communications

Purdue University
Natalie Read
Kyla Reed
 Interior Design	
Morgan State University 
Mekhi Reed
Peyton Reeves
Ryan Reeves
Kearriayh Reggs
Medical	
Texas University
Say Reh
Brandon Resnover
Hayden Reyes
Katherine Reyes
Natalie Reyes 
Dietetics	
IUI
Evian Reynolds 
Computing 	
Ivy Tech
Carlos Reynoso
Kaycie Rhim
Aliyah Richardson
Deckon Richardson
Alyssa Riley
Frankie Rios
Eric Rios Figueroa
Angel Rios-Diego
Saidy Rivera
Ayaunna Robertson
Je’Marion Robinson
Sierra Robinson
Benjamin Rodman
Brandon Rodriguez
Brian Rodriguez
Software Engineering	
Rose Hulman Institute of Technology
Ramon Rodriguez
 HVAC
Celina Rodriguez Molina
Christopher Rodriguez-Barron
Franco Rodriguez-Horta
Julie Rodriguez-Martinez
Saira Rodriguez-Mejia
Luca Roeder
Keenan Rollerson
Ashauntey Romain
Amaya Roman
Oscar Roman
Abigail Romero
Digital Cinematography 	
Full Sail university
Ashley Romero
Elena Rosario
Evanelly Rosas-Victoriano
TySjon Ross
Belsy Ruiz
Amaree Rush
Issa Sakho
Juan Salas Castaneda
Henry Salcedo
Data Science	
Indiana University
Yamil Sanchez
Brenda Sanchez
Frankling Sanchez Orozco
Lonzo Sanders
Tyauna Sanders
Ta’veon Sanders
Amaya Scaife
Rachel Schwab
Jeremiah Scott
Deonte Scott
Crystal Scruggs-Burts
Terrell Seagraves
Nathan Sefer

Raul Serrano
Ashley Servellon
David Servin
Jonathan Sesay
Media Sports Broadcasting	
Ball State University
Jayson Setyawan
Kenneth Seymour
Destiny Shackelford
Zion Oluwole Shado
Jha Vion Shelton
Chris Sherrell
HVAC or Welding
Ivy Tech
Adrianna Shivers
Computer Science	
Purdue Fort Wayne
Laura Sierra-Villanueva
Radiology Technician 
Purdue
Charlotte Sigmund
Genetics/Biology	
IU Bloomington
Kasmia Simms
Darien Simons
Phillip Sims
Gregory Smith
Business
Purdue Fort Wayne
Jeremiah Smith
Fashion Design and Merchandising 	
University of Cincinnati Blue Ash
Julian Smith
Kaden Smith
Laila Smith
Lashell Smith
Luke Smith
Jaimya Snorten
Pastry Chef	
Ivy Tech
Myo Sone
Housseyni Soukouna
Demico Southern
Coryell Spates
Treyvon Spates
Romeo Spears
Leo Spitznagle
Ceasar Spurlock
Pierre Stevenson
Daniel Stewart
Taylor Stocking
Anthony Stokes
Kori Stout
Erin Stringer
Michiya Stuart
Gabriela Surian Perez
Lakendrick Suttles
Erin Swanson
Maddox Sykes
Work
Ketsia Sylvain
William Tadeo
Aidan Talty-Murphy
Jakoby Tanner
Kymarion Tate
Isaiah Taylor
Miisha Taylor
Mykndra Taylor
Teayon Taylor
Terryon Taylor
Media Arts (Graphic Design)	
IU Bloomington
Floyd Teague
Emily Tehozol Andrade
Bethlehem Tekeste
Andrea Tercero
Natalie Tercero

Lucille Thibault
Health Science
Madeline Thomas
Social Work
Indiana University Indianapolis
Mariah Thompson
Saybaypaw Thwe
Stefanie Tichenor
Media/film production	
Ball State
Destiny Tims
Visual Communications	
Taryn Tindall
Ke’Ajah Toliver
Alpha Tounkara
Leslie Trejo-Zamora
Henry Turcios-Bonilla
Lucas Upchurch
Zion Ursery
Azaria Utley
Beverly Valmy
Sharon Vargas
Yareli Vasquez Vasquez
Anthony Velasquez-Garcia
Luis Vidal
Exercise Science 
IU Bloomington
Ashley Villalva-Higuera
Josue Villarreal
Aliyah Walker
Nia Walker
Stem 	
IU Bloomington
Kyra Walker
Elijah Warner
CCIM	
Ball State University
Alexis Warren
J Carrington Warren
Aniya Watkins
Griffin Weaver
Priest Webb
Lizette Welch
Elise Wells
Child Development 	
Michigan State University
Garren Wentz
Ernest Wesley
Ariana Westley
Eric Whisler
Daniel White Jr.
Talan Whitfield
Jai’Vonna Williams
Katarra Williams
Zoey Williams
LeNiya Williams
Bennie Lee Williamson Jr
Jeremiah Winters
Jewel Wolfe
Noah Wolfork
Hospitality Management 	
Sullivan Universty
Alvin Wooden
Landin Wooden
Jaiden Wright
Jose Wright
Laycie Wright
Psychology 	
IU
DeAushawney Wright
Semhar Yemaneab
Jalen Young
William Young
Fashion Product Development  
Academy of Art University
Madeline Zapf
Danica Zarco

Planning for the future
OUT OF 133 RESPONSES

115
4MILITARY

2 WORK

1 LIVE OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY

1TRADE SCHOOL

1 GAP YEAR
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Aalihya Banks earns spot 
in national Poetry Out 
Loud competition 

Aalihya Banks traveled to Washington D.C. 
April 30- May 3 to compete in the national 
compeition after winning state. While in D.C. , 
Banks competed in three rounds of semi-finals, 
earning her a top 24 finish in the nation. “It was 
one of the best experiences of my performance 
career by far,” Banks said. “I learned something 
from everyone’s performance and that I want 
to continue to pursue my passion.”
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EXP
PIKE ART

ose

By: Maya
Castellon

By: Axel
Sanchez

By:
Aaniyah
Milligan

“ I find interest in times of war as well as my reli-
gion as a Christian. And I know that there were some 
warriors with the crusaders so I wanted to put both 
of them together. I decided to spend most of my time 
on this artwork, which I really enjoyed doing. I liked 
putting action into the picture. Even though it’s a still 
photo, I like the action it portrays and the emotions in 
it. I added different color filters so that it could display 
the emotion a lot better.” 
Axel Sanchez

 “My painting is about the connection between 
humans and the stars. Have you heard that we’re 90% 
stardust? We have the same elements as stars like oxygen, 
phosphorus, hydrogen, that type of stuff. I’m showing in a 
way that I’m the star of the stars. I like how explosive this 
is compared to my other works. They’re more chill, but 
this one shows the true power of the cosmos.”
Maya Castellon

“This is called Self Sabotage, and so the water 
represents what’s going on in that person’s 
head. The person in the mirror is mocking the mind-
set of the other person. This is my favorite piece of 
artwork mostly because of how long it took me and 
it’s very different from what I usually do, it’s kinda 
out of my comfort zone.”
Aaniyah Milligan

BY KADIJATOU DICKO

COLLEGE



PIKE ART

“

By:
Carson
Bedwell

By: Lorica
Porcelin

By: Janyia
Buford 

By: Faith
Adjibola

By: Ariel
Polito
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“I made this mask as a part of an African mask project. 
We did a lot of research about different cultures, and I wanted 
to make my own mask. I like this one because it looks nice and I 
put a lot of effort into it. I think it’s one of my best works.”
Janiya Buford

“I made this because I’m in the Girls Who Code Club, and 
I wanted to make a logo for that club. I think it shows more 
effort. I find that it’s one of my better works because I put a lot of 
time and effort into making the design.”
Faith Adjibola

“ I wanted the different shapes and colors to represent 
this girl looking at TV screens. I tried to get different parts of 
the body to represent the beauty standard. Even though there 
isn’t a hidden meaning, she’s looking at all these portrayals of 
the human body while she’s just standing there. I really wanted 
to experiment with using different colors and using lighting”. 
Carson Bedwell

“My artwork was based on a feeling of nostalgia. It’s 
showing the high school halls. I’m a senior, and I’m about to 
leave, so I wanted to capture something that showed my high 
school experience. I drew the hallways in a colorful, very hazy 
way, like the time passed by fast and only you remember it.”
Lorica Porcelin

“I liked how this one turned out. I like it a lot more than my 
other ones. I think it’s simple but also complex, like not too many 
colors but it still stands out.” 
Ariel Polito 
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Seniors receive thousands in scholarships
Seniors were awarded scholarships at the annual Senior Honors Night May 13

Scholarship/Award					    Amount	 Name of Student
A Classic Party Rental Scholarship								        Not available by publication deadline
Allison Transmission Corporate Scholarship							      Simon Bosslet, Hannah Castellon-Perez
												            Demico Southern,  Jr. , Paul Albert-Onajobi
Allison Transmission Salaried Retiree Scholarship						      Diego Corona Sanchez
Black History Makers of Today; McDonald’s				    $1,000.00		  Kenneth "KJ" Seymour
Charles Brooks Memorial Scholarship - Top of Class			  $200.00		  Yelena Rangel-Rodas
Charles Brooks Memorial Scholarship - Second in Class		  $150.00		  Hannah Castellon-Perez
Charles Brooks Memorial Scholarship - Third in Class		  $100.00		  Maxwell Kahle
Charles Brooks Memorial Scholarship - Most Persevering		  $100.00		  Joshua McGuire
Diana Hadley Honor Roll Journalism Award							      Aalihya Banks, Sandra Lopez
Dr. Nathaniel Jones							       $2,000.00		  Olayinka Olasupo, Tai May
Fishback Creek: Explorers of Today, Leaders of Tomorrow		  $1,000.00		  Enson Billings
Book Award								        $500.00		  Griffin Weaver
Forum Foundation							       $5,000	a year		  Rachel Schwab
Guion Creek Middle School: The Next Big Thing			   $250.00		  Maya Castellon
Guion Creek Middle School: The Next Big Thing			   $250.00		  Sandra Contreras
Indiana Professional Association Award							       Dieynaba (Jayna) Ndiaye, Priest X. Webb
JEANS Scholarships							       $500			   Jensen Agulto, Naima Barkley, 	
												            Glodi Bendera, Christopher Cabrera-Lopez,
												            Karma Chandler, Destinee Cheshire, 
												            Derick Maldonado Lopez, Josh McGuire, 
												            Matthew Moran, Celina Rodriguez-Molina, 
												            Phillip Sims, Miisha Tayler
Maxine Stevens Journalism Award								        Aalihya Banks
Michael A. Carroll Memorial Citizenship Award, Kiwanis Club	 $1,500.00		  Emma Kemerly
Michael A. Carroll Memorial Citizenship Award, Kiwanis Club	 $1,500.00		  Kehinde  Alabi
Mr. Larry Galyen							       $1,000.00		  Kimberly Gettis
Pike Lions Club							       $1,000.00		  Rachel Schwab
Realizing Your Dream							      $1,500.00		  Christopher Cabrera Lopez
Remember The Time Prom Scholarship				    $420.00		  Micah Craig
Weldon Morgan Music	
PTEF Scholarships		
Ann Teter Loomis FACS Award					     $1,000.00		  Phillip Sims III
Charles W. Harvey, Jr. Saftey Award					     $1,000.00		  Emily Hernandez
Chuck L. Stuart Loyalty Award					     $1,000.00		  Aidan Arnold
Clarence C. Wood Memorial						      $1,000.00		  Azaria Utley
Coach Alan Darner							       $1,000 - Renewable	 Dieynaba Ndiaye
Ed & Carmel Siegel 							       $1,000.00		  Sean Burnett
Gloria Jean Cobb Serving the World					    $2,000.00		  Rachel Schwab, Lucy Thibault
Hallmark of Excellence						      $1,500.00		  Nyah Mathis
Industrial or Technical Skills 						      $1,000	
International Baccalaureate						      $1,000.00		  Rachel Schwab, Naima Barkley
Jack H. Monninger Art Award					     $1,000.00		  Maya Castellon
Jodi MacDonald Memorial Scholarship				    $1,000 - renewable	 Eli Bosslet
Joel Leaman Memorial						      $1,000.00		  Monyay Crowder
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Senior 
Spirit

“My favorite part 
was how fun it was 
going to school 
that week, and 
seeing everyone 
dressed up. Every-
day got more and 
more interesting.”
KENNEDY JONES

Royce Middleton Sarah Olukosi Emma Kemerly Nevaeh Cook Brianna Aparicio

MOVIE
MONDAY

MISMATCH
TUESDAY

STUDENT/
TEACHER 
SWAP DAY

THROWBACK 
THURSDAY

SPIRIT DAY

 Jeremiah Smith

BY CHLOE CHANIN

Aishat Omotosho
 Zoe Johnson

Dijion GolidayKemunto Mosongo
ERLIN PINEDA HERNANDEZ

Jayna NdiayeCAROLINE JOHNSON

Scholarship/Award					    Amount	 Name of Student
Ma Booth Honoring the Amazing Pike Educators			   $1,500.00		  Andrew Graham
Maggie Harry Memorial						      $2,000.00		  Maya Castellon
Michael K. Guest							       $1,000.00		  Adesola Raji
Michael Thibault Culinary Arts					     $1,000.00		  Jaimya Snorten
Minority Women in STEM						      $2,000.00		  Nia Walker
Moving Forward (8 recipients)					     $1,000.00		  Nia Walker, Maya Castellon, 
												            Brianna Aparicio, Emma Kemerly, 
												            Erlin Pineda Hernandez, Lucy Thibault,
												            Marissa Moore, Charlize Olivo
Nathaniel Jones Future Educator					     $1,000.00		  Gavin Kunst
Nelson Global											          Lillian Brown
NextGrad								        $500.00		  Beverly Valmy
Overcoming Obstacles						      $1000 - Renewable	 Maya Metry
Pike Alumni Association						      $100.00		  Sarah Olukosi
Pike Preparatory Academy						      $100.00			   Xavier Cooper, Raul Lopez Sanchez
												            Aaden Mapp, Dajah Odum, 
												            Mariah Thompson, Kyra Walker
Reaching for Success							       $1,000 - Renewable	 Charlize Olivo
Richard H. Crosser Memorial						      $1,000.00	
Shukla Family								       $2,500 - Renewable	 Erlin Pineda Hernandez
Stanford Keglar Achievement					     $1,000.00		  Rachel Schwab
Taylor M. Owens Scholarship						     $1,500.00		  Katarra Williams
The Plan to Succeed							       $1,000.00		  Maya Castellon
Voight Family								        $1,000 - Renewable	 Brandi Molina Manjivar
Walter Moll								        $500.00		  Enson Billings
William M. Hawkins, III (Tre’) Book Award							       Alijah Deamus
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BY SANDRA LOPEZ

ANSWERS 
CAN BE 
FOUND ON 
PAGE 16



CAR CRAZE
Owning a car is a rite of passage. Seniors 
share their favorite things about their cars.

15

“I drive a 1999 Jeep Cherokee. My 
car’s name is Scarab because it’s 
green like a  beetle and is old and a 
little bit rusty.”
Julie Haynie

“I drive a 2023 Mitsubishi Mirage. It’s 
name is Misty the Mitsubishi Mirage 
because it’s pretty and sparkly.”
Aidan Arnold

“I drive a midnight blue early 2000’s 
Jeep Wrangler. My car’s name is 
Augustine after the Taylor Swift song 
august from her album Folklore. I 
named her Augustine because that’s 
the name of the character that Taylor 
Swift associated with the song .”
Jessica Acosta 

BY JATNNA AYALA
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TAKE A LOOK BACK AT THE PAST FOUR YEARS

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS

SCAN THE QR CODE TO 
READ NEWS STORIES 
FOR THE PAST FOUR 
YEARS

SENIOR YEARBOOK SPECIAL
Did you order a 2024 yearbook? If not, stop by F101/
F102 and buy one for $80, while supplies last. Once 
they are gone, they are gone forever.

There are some extras from the past four years. They 
are on sale for seniors only until the end of the school 
year. One for $40
Two for $60
Three for $80
(Deal does not include the 2024 yearbook; only good 
for different years. While supplies last.)

SENIOR NEWSPAPER EDITION STAFF
Michelle Santiago-Salazar -- Editor
Jatnna Ayala-Ruiz
Aalihya Banks
Chloe Chanin
Samuel Fagbamiye
Jala Hill
Jacob Jean
Caroline Johnson
Dalen Jordan
Aniya K’Peahay
Sandra Lopez
Noah Love
Jayson Seyyawan
Marie Tichenor
April Moss - Adviser

Special Thanks 
Mr. Benjamin Ckikos
Torria Buckley
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