












https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/latest-curriculum-updates/chemistry-updates/
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/latest-curriculum-updates/biology-updates/


https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/latest-curriculum-updates/physics-updates/


https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/sciences/computer-science/
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/latest-curriculum-updates/environmental-systems-and-societies-updates/
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Economics/ 

Politics, Philosophy 
and Economics 
(PPE)


no specific 

prerequisites

check Mathematics 
requirement on 

www.ucas.com 

(a few highly 

selective 

programmes prefer 
HL Analysis)

may require SL/HL 
Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications

may require SL/HL 
Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications

Engineering recommend HL 

Mathematics and HL 
Physics 

(a few highly 

selective 

programmes prefer 
HL Analysis)


check Mathematics 
requirement on 

www.ucas.com; 

recommend HL 

Mathematics and 
Physics



usually require 

Chemistry and 

Physics at SL or HL 

(a few highly 

selective 

programmes prefer 
HL Analysis)


usually require  HL 
Mathematics 
Analysis and HL 
Physics (a few 
programs, like 
Chemical and 
Biomedical, may 
require Chemistry 
at SL or HL)

English literature no specific IB 

requirements

 

recommend English 
Literature at HL

recommend English 
Literature at HL


no specific IB 

requirements

Humanities / 
Bachelor of Arts

no specific IB 

requirements

usually require 

relevant subject at 
HL if offered in IB 
(e.g., History, 

Philosophy)

no specific IB 

requirements

no specific IB 

requirements

Social Sciences / 
Bachelor of Science

no specific IB 

requirements

check Mathematics 
requirement on 

www.ucas.com; 

recommend 

relevant subject at 
HL if offered in IB 
(e.g., Geography)

recommend SL/HL 
Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications

in most cases, no 
specific IB 
requirements; a 
few programs may 
require SL/HL 
Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications


Science no specific IB 

requirements

check Mathematics 
requirement on 

www.ucas.com; 

recommend two 

Sciences

may require SL/HL 
Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications; usually 
requires two 

Sciences


IB requirements 
vary widely; 
research 
admissions 
requirements for 
specific programs

Law not available as 

undergraduate 

option

recommend essay 
based subject at HL 
(Scottish universities 
may require 
Literature HL)

not available as 

undergraduate 

option

no specific IB 

requirements
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Medicine not available as 

undergraduate 

option


requires HL 

Chemistry and one 
other HL Science; 
recommend HL 

Biology


not available as 

undergraduate 

option


usually require 
Biology HL, 
Chemistry 
(recommend HL), 
and Physics SL/HL; 
usually require SL/
HL Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications.



*Since it’s not 
ordinarily possible to 
do all three sciences 
in the IB, you can 
usually take an exam 
to meet the 
requirement of the 
third science -- 
http://www.boswell-
beta.nl/ or 
www.ccvx.nl 

 


Psychology no specific IB 

requirements


check Mathematics 
requirement on 

www.ucas.com for 
BSc courses 

(Mathematics 

requirement very 
rare; a few highly 
selective 

programmes prefer 
two HL Sciences 
including 

Psychology)



BSc may require two 
lab sciences and SL/
HL 

Mathematics 

Analysis or HL 

Applications 

(Bachelor of Arts 
may not require 

Mathematics 

Analysis)


usually requires 
Biology SL/HL (HL 
recommended)

 Two languages at A or B level (one of which can either be Language A SL or HL or Language B HL only
 Language ab initio does not meet this requirement (ab initio is acceptable only as a sixth subject)
 One social science (History, Geography, Economics, Philosophy, Global Politics)
 One natural science subject (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

 Note: One of your HLs must be one of the natural science subjects or Mathematics.
 Mathematics – Analysis and Approaches (AA) HL and Applications and Interpretations (AI) HL will allow for 

direct entry to all university courses. If the two maths subjects are taken at the Standard Level (SL), the IB 
diploma offers direct subject-restricted access for university programs in the humanities, arts, economics, social 
studies, medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, pharmaceutics, psychology, law and sports; in this case, the 
natural sciences subject from group 4 (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) must be completed at the Higher Level 
(HL).

 The sixth subject may be one of the following: Visual Arts; Theatre (Arts); another modern foreign language; 
Environmental Systems and Societies; another science or social science listed above.

 All courses have to be taken continuously and cannot be changed.





There are very specific IB requirements for direct entry to public German universities. These are:

Germany


Source:https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/pdf/ZAB/Hochschulzugang_Beschluesse_der_KMK/1986_03_10-VB-Baccalaureate-Dipl-
engl.pdf


The following resources could also be helpful to you -- you can search for specific courses 
/ majors and universities and they will give you advice on what subjects you should take in 
high school:
 Big Future (US)


UCAS (UK)
Study in Canada



https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/pdf/ZAB/Hochschulzugang_Beschluesse_der_KMK/1986_03_10-VB-Baccalaureate-Dipl-engl.pdf
https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/pdf/ZAB/Hochschulzugang_Beschluesse_der_KMK/1986_03_10-VB-Baccalaureate-Dipl-engl.pdf
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org
https://www.studyincanada.com/
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English Language  
Requirements
Generally speaking, it is not required to have 
English as a subject within the IB. However, it is 
highly recommended, especially if you intend to 
pursue a university programme that is taught in 
English. Many universities will require proof of 
English proficiency (if the programme you’re 
applying to is taught in English) which often can be 
demonstrated by a good grade in English A or 
English B in the IB Diploma, or a Duolingo English 
Test / TOEFL / IELTS score. It is important to 
check with each university / programme to which 
you apply.

Other Countries

If you are interested in returning to your home 
country for university (or if you're interested in 
studying in a country like Germany that has strict IB 
course requirements), visit the following webpage to 
see if there are any specific subject requirements for 
your IB Diploma to be recognized in that country: 


Please note that certain universities and programmes 
might have additional requirements.






https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/
recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-
universities/country-recognition-statements/


These FAQs below are essential reading: 


There you’ll find some general starting advice on universities and scholarships, through a 
UWC lens.





UWC FAQs Sheet re University and Scholarship Options 


General Guidance about University  
and Scholarship Options

UNITED WORLD COLLEGE DILIJAN

Dilijan International School of Armenia 
Foundation

7 Getapnya Street, 3903 Dilijan, 
Armenia


+374 60 750 800

www.uwcdilijan.org

https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/country-recognition-statements/
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/country-recognition-statements/
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/country-recognition-statements/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/194sRWfCBfQh6dzu8ibRTxmSRPqkPIwiZB6KbjuhXuC4/edit?usp=sharing



