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Niji-lro at a Glance

* One of only four programs of its kind in the U.S.
serving students in grades K-6

* Japanese proficiency test to enter after
Kindergarten

* Curriculum combines Common Core State
Standards, Michigan grade level expectations, and
Japanese standards
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Niji-lro at a Glance

Students spend half their time in Japanese
instruction and the other half in English instruction

As a School of Choice, we have students
representing over 20 different school districts

The population of Niji-lro has more than doubled
since it started in 2014
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A Gommunity With Character

Livonia Public Schools
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A Typical Day in a Kindergarten Classroom

Arrival

Morning Work (Japanese or English)

Circle Time (Calendar, Weather)

ELA/JLA (Read a story/Sight Word Review, Hiragana)
Snack

Centers (Academic Activities/Guided Reading)
\YEldg

Lunch/Recess

Fine Motor Skill Activities/ Bathroom Break
Academic Intervention Block

English or Japanese

Special (Art, Music, Library,P.E. PLTW)
Dismissal
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Orton-Gillingham Literacy Curriculum

Hands on multi-sensory approach to learning.

Students learn by writing in sand, shaving cream,
rainbow writing, tapping out words, blending and
stretching sounds.

Focus on one letter a week.

Assessments done multiple times a year to help
guide instruction.
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Science and Social Studies Modules

Integrated units that include ELA standards with
science and social studies

2 modules the first trimester and 3 for the second
and third trimesters

Science: Habitats, Push and Pull, Weather

Social Studies: Getting Along with Others,
Geography, Economics
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Kindergarten Curriculum
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Japanese Standards
(for JLL students based on ACTFL Standards)

Communicates on familiar topics using single words and
phrases that have been practiced and memorized.
Presents information about oneself and other familiar
topics using single words or memorized phrases.

Copies familiar words, characters, or phrases.
Recognizes memorized words and phrases when heard.
Recognizes letters or characters and can identify
memorized words or phrases when reading.
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Japanese Goals For Kindergartners

Can read Hiragana
Can say and write their name in Japanese
Can count up to 50, and recognize numbers

Can follow teachers classroom directions, such as stand up,
sit down, look at the teacher, and write your name.

e Can greet in Japanese. (Good Morning, Hello, Goodbye,
Thank you, I’'m sorry)

Native Speakers
e Prepare for higher level Kokugo instruction
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Japanese Celebrations

Matsuri Sbring
Festival

Undokai

Mochi Tsuki
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Kindergarten Placement

e All LPS schools are using an innovative way of
creating classroom placements

e Students will be placed with their permanent
kindergarten teacher after the first week of school

e During the first week, students will work with
different learning groups
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Kindergarten Placement

We look at social emotional, academic, and
behavioral needs

This gives the teachers a chance to get to know all
the students and balance our classes appropriately

Worked well this year
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Communication
Weekly newsletter from teachers
Class Dojo
Communication folder sent home daily
Weekly update from principal

Follow us on Twitter @NijilroSchool
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Active PTA

.« Great Way to Meet Other Families

= Fun‘*Events such as Fun(d) Run, Halloween Dance, Big
5 Game Night, Star Parties, Roller Skating Nights, and
more!

Follow our PTA on Facebook at Niji-lIro School PTA
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Livonia Competitive Edge

FREE for parents/guardians of kindergarten students to sign
up for the Competitive Edge Savings Program

Savings account set up through the Michigan Education
Savings Program

Families do not invest a dime, but the Foundation starts the
account with seed funds and that fund

Grows over the course of the student's educational career
in LPS

Upon graduation from an LPS school, the student receives a
check from the Foundation to assist with future college or
trade school plans!
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Benefits of Immersion Schools

and Learning a Second Language
Languages and Children: Making the Match (3rd edition), H. Curtain and C. Pesola, (2003).

Enriches and enhances cognitive development

Leads to greater achievement in reading, writing, and
mathematics in both languages

Helps develop different learning styles and problem-solving
and reasoning skills

Fosters a sense of humanity and friendship across cultures

Increases ability to adapt to different environments
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Benefits of Immersion Schools

and Learning a Second Language
Languages and Children: Making the Match (3rd edition), H. Curtain and C. Pesola, (2003).

Improves understanding of and fluency with native
language

Increases ability to be more flexible in your thinking

Opens the door to other cultures and increases sensitivity
to and understanding of the language, values, customs and
traditions of others

Increases career and educational opportunities in many
professions
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It is a BIG commitment!

Students will need to try their best in their target language
every day. It can be tiring and frustrating to work in your target
language!

Families need to support the learning of a second language at
home. The school can help you find resources.

We are a community of language learners! Whether you learn a
few words and phrases, or become fluent, families should
demonstrate to their student their own interest in and
commitment to both languages.
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Niji-Iro Japanese Immersion Elementary School offers two-way immersion in English and Japanese where
students learn in a robust academic and cultural environment. Our school shows exceptional academic
growth and capabilities in a variety of test results across student, district, and state standards.

2023 M-STEP Results

In 2023 on M-STEP, Niji-Iro students on average scored higher than the Livonia Public
Schools average in each grade in both ELA and Math.

MiSchoolData Index Score

Niji-Iro is the only school in Livonia and one of very few schools in the State of
Michigan to receive an overall index score of 100. Essentially, Niji-Iro met targets in
student growth, proficiency, English Learner progress, and attendance.

Earning High School Credit

Our 5th and 6th grade students take the ACTFL Assessment of Performance toward
Proficiency in Languages (AAPPL) test each spring. Niji-Iro students who received an
average of Novice 4 or higher will receive two foreign language credits for high
school. Students who received an average of Novice 2.5 or higher will receive one
credit.

6th Grade:
¢ 100% of students received at least 1 high school credit
® 82% received 2 high school credits

5th Grade:
* 95% of students received at least 1 high school credit
* 75% of sudents received 2 high school credits

Benefits of Staying Through Sixth Grade

Our sixth grade students showed even more impressive results. For the past two years,
in ELA, Niji-Iro sixth graders have scored higher than the average of any other district in
Wayne, Oakland, or Macomb counties. In Math they scored higher than all other districts
in 2022, and all but five in 2023.

LIVONIA : g o e ;
For more information, visit us at www.livoniapublicschools.org/niji
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83 ays to Support
Ygur Children in

Language Immersio:

Read with and to them

When you regularly read
to your children, not only
are you modeling how to
read adequately with
fluency and expression,
but you are also instilling
in your children a love for
reading.

Encourage curiosity
g Sty

"

Ask your children open-
ended questions about
what they are learning in
school. Motivate them to
question the world around
them.

Applaud effort Develop study skills

Ask the teacher how much

Emphasize the value of

acquiring another
language, and recognize
their progress and
accomplishments.

homework to expect and

regularly set aside time to
work on it. Remember that
homework is the student’s

responsibility and encourage
them to be accountable by
following up with them later.




Become involved

Become involved in your
child's school experience
by volunteering in the
immersion classroom or

' helping with materials,
activities, or field trips.

Use technology

Use apps, movies, TV, or
the internet to increase the
amount of time your child
spends engaging in the
immersion language.

Create cultural experiences

Extend cultural
experiences beyond the
classroom. Take your
child to an international
restaurant, or to a local
event such as a cultural
festival.

Communicate with teachers

Keep the lines of
communication open.
When talking to your
child's teachers, be honest
about your concerns and
receptive to their advice.
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* Incredibly dedicated
teachers and parents. Let’s
hear from them!
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Registration

Go to https://www.livoniapublicschools.org/choice to

apply online. Applications will be accepted daily between
April 22 — May 22, 2024 until 4:00pm. We can not accept
applications received after 4:00 on May 22.

Students who have siblings in their household

currently enrolled in Niji-lro and Livonia residents will

be given preference in regards to being accepted for
Schools of Choice registration.

The lottery will be held (if necessary) on TBD


https://www.livoniapublicschools.org/choice
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Follow Niji-Iro on Twitter @NijilroSchool



