Course Title: English 11
Course Description: This course blends composition, literacy, and analysis of literature and nonfiction texts. The course will
emphasize reading and writing as cornerstones of career readiness while promoting English/Language Arts as a lifetime activity.
English Communication will build the communication skills students need to enter the workforce while still embedding rigorous
learning experiences that may translate well to a college setting. Students will compose single and multi-paragraph constructed
responses in expository, persuasive, and narrative styles. Presentation skills will be introduced and enhanced. Proper and correct
conventions of writing, especially those needed in the workplace will be emphasized. Students will complete career readiness
activities in writing, speaking, listening and reading. Literacy texts across a variety of genres and levels will be embedded to promote
analysis and critical thinking.

English 11 Curriculum Map

Unit: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Big Ideas: Literature is one artistic medium through which people grapple with the issues and conflicts of their time.
Literature reflects diverse perspectives and reactions to similar events and themes.
All good literature reveals truths about the human experience that transcends its time.

Unit Essential What is the American Dream and to what extent is it achievable for all Americans?

Questions: In what ways does the American Dream mean different things for different Americans?

How has the American Dream changed over time?

Is the American Dream of individuality a destructive or empowering force, or a combination of both?
Is the American Dream still a viable element today?

As a teenager today, how are you affected by the American Dream? (Are you part of it,

victimized by it, or redefining it?)
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Unit: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
Big Ideas: How does a person’s past, or their memories affect their future? What are the boundaries upon a person’s

responsibilities to others?
What is more important in telling stories — getting the story right factually or emotionally?

Unit Essential How do major themes develop over the course of a novel-length text? How does point of view impact
Questions: narration?
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Unit:

Argumentative Research Paper & Independent Reading Novel

Big Ideas:

Effective writers: communicate using appropriate forms for various purposes; think, plan, draft, respond,
revise, edit, and publish; consider audience before and while writing; employ proper mechanics, usage, and
grammar; reflect on their writing and strive to improve their writing skills; develop their voice and style.
Effective researchers: begin with essential guiding questions; understand that the research process is inherently
circular and includes the planning; gather, analyze, organize, synthesize, and evaluate information; select
appropriate resources and evaluate information based on accuracy, validity,
authority, and relevance; draw conclusions, create meaning, and construct new knowledge; use information and
technology ethically and responsibly by documenting sources appropriately; apply research skills to authentic,
real-world issues and contexts. Reading expands understanding of the world, its people and oneself.

Unit Essential
Questions:

What is the value of research? Why is a research paper written? What makes an effective argument? What
makes a good source? What makes a source credible? How can language be powerful? Why do we need to

evaluate what we read? What impact does fluency have on comprehension?
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Unit: Poetry
Big Ideas: Strong literary analysis of poetry is about dissecting a writer’s choices and explaining how these choices




contribute to the meaning of the poem. Writers make intentional choices in poems to create a meaning or give a
message to an audience. Poetry is a form of expression that can allow us to share perspectives and reveal the
identities of ourselves, our peers, and the community.

Unit Essential
Questions:

elements, and figurative language to

communicate specific emotions and messages through their poetry?

How does the cultural context in which a piece was written influence or inform its central meaning?
How does language represent social distinction and identities? What makes poetry well-equipped to
communicate complex emotions? How do poets use a careful combination of connotative diction, structural
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Unit:

Shakespearean Drama: Hamlet

Big Ideas:

Writers use literature to examine the choices that people make and the accompanying

consequences. Writers express emotion through a variety of techniques in order to appeal to their audience.
Examining cause/effect relationships fosters logic and increases understanding. Looking to the causes of an
event helps one predict the outcomes. Reading and listening to multiple perspectives helps one understand the
content and broaden one’s appreciation and understanding of the text.

Unit Essential

Questions

How can one express emotion in a text? How can one appeal to an audience’s emotions?

How can I empathize with a text? How can reading a variety of perspectives teach me about myself and others?
How can I apply my understanding of the cause/effect relationship to my life? How do power and ambition
influence a person’s choices? How are the ethics of a period reflected in the characters?

Concept and Emphasis: Anchors and | Key Vocabulary Mini-Lessons/Activ | Instructional | Assessments
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Unit: Public Speaking & SAT Prep
Big Ideas: One manipulates the spoken word to effectively convey ideas for different purposes and audiences. A speaker

determines appropriate stylistic and structural choices. - An expanded vocabulary and understanding of
appropriate language conventions improve communication skills.
Comprehension requires and enhances critical thinking and is constructed through the intentional interaction

between reader and text.

Unit Essential

How does a speaker create and present an effective oral text? How does research enhance the ability to persuade?

Questions: How can the speaker make verbal, nonverbal, and vocal messages more effective in oral presentations?
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