
Title: 7th Grade World History Curriculum Map

Unit: World History

Big Ideas:
World history continues to influence Pennsylvanians, citizens of the United States, and individuals throughout the world today.

Historical context is needed to comprehend time and space.

Historical interpretation involves an analysis of cause and result.

Perspective helps to define the attributes of historical comprehension.

Unit Essential
Questions:

How can the story of a person on another continent, past or present, influence your life?

What is your role in the history of the world?

What document or physical representation on the Earth best summarizes global interconnection of peoples to the past?

How has social disagreement and collaboration in world history been beneficial or detrimental?

How does continuity and change throughout world history influence your community today?

How is it possible for different people to interpret an event differently?

What role does analysis have in historical construction?

What role do multiple causations play in describing a historic event?

Concept &

Pacing
Pa Core Standard Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions

Competencies (skills,

knowledge, abilities)
Mini-Lessons/Activities Instructional Materials Assessments

Historical

Skills

2 Weeks

CC.8.5.6-8.B: 

CC.8.5.6-8.I

CC.8.5.6-8.F

8.1.6.A.4 8.1.6.A.6
8.1.6.B.2 8.1.6.B.6
8.1.6.D.1 8.1.6.D.3
8.1.6.D.6

8.1.6.A.6 8.1.6.B.1 8.1.6.B.3

8.1.6.B.5 8.1.6.C.3 8.1.6.C.4

8.1.6.C.5 8.1.6.D.1 8.1.6.D.2

8.1.6.D.3 8.1.6.D.4

Prejudice

Bias

Point of View

Convert

Artifact

Neolithic

Paleolithic

Civilization

Surplus

How do you convert
B.C. to years ago?

How do you
differentiate between
artifacts/non-artifacts?

How do you
differentiate between
primary/secondary
sources?

What significant
changes were the result
of the agricultural
revolution?

How did humans’ ways of

living change as they

interacted and adapted?

Recognize that early
humans depended on
their natural
environment for food
and shelter.

Analyze how the shift
from hunting/gathering
to agriculture led to the
development of larger,
more permanent
settlements.

Explain the ingredients
of a civilization.

Determine how the
specialization of labor
results in surpluses
which result in trade
and a barter economy.

Contrast
primary/secondary
sources.
Compare/contrast
artifacts/non-artifacts.

Identify BC and AD
Describe the ways
anthropologists and
archaeologists study
early humans.
Identify early species of
humans
Archaeology vs.
Anthropology
Analyze chronological
thinking
Trace the development
of early humans into
farmers and the effect on
early civilization
Analyze the four
ingredients to a
civilization

Textbook
Internet
Video clips
Quizizz

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
Presentations
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Mesopota

mia

2 Weeks

8.1.6.A.6 8.1.6.B.1 8.1.6.B.3

8.1.6.B.5 8.1.6.C.3 8.1.6.C.4

8.1.6.C.5 8.1.6.D.1 8.1.6.D.2

8.1.6.D.3 8.1.6.D.4

8.4.6.A.3 8.4.6.B.3 8.4.6.C.3

8.4.6.D.3

Mesopotamia

Arid

City-State

Polytheism

Pictograph

Empire

Fertile Crescent

Code of Hammurabi

Justice

Where was
Mesopotamia located?
Briefly describe its
main physical features.
What did the status of
priests about the
importance of religion
to Sumerians?
What is cuneiform and
how did it develop?
How did geography
influence the
development of
civilization in SW
Asia?

Describe the geographic
features of
Mesopotamia and the
ways in which they
contributed to the
spread of agriculture.

Explain how early
farmers managed to
control water supplies
in the region.

Summarize ways in
which Mesopotamians
managed in a land with
scarce materials.

Describe the first
civilization of Sumer.

Identify the major
scientific developments
of the Sumerians.

Trace the empires of
Addad and Babylonia.

Describe the rise and
fall of the Assyrian,
Chalean, Persian
Empires.

Define vocab

Notes

Skits on effects of floods

Pros cons of floods

Create with few resources

Card game review

Mesopotamian inventions

worksheet

Empires of fertile crescent

research

Presentations

Web activity

Textbook
Internet
Video clips
Brain Pop
quizizz

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
Presentations

Egypt

3 Weeks

8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

8.4.6.A.3 8.4.6.B.3 8.4.6.C.3

8.4.6.C.4 8.4.6.C.5 8.4.6.D.3

8.1.5.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.B, 8.1.U.B, 8.1.W.B

Cataract

Delta

Fertile

Scribe

Hieroglyphs

Papyrus

Pharaoh

How was the success of
Egyptian civilization tied

to the Nile River?

In what areas did Egypt
prosper?

What advances occurred
in Egypt during the
Middle and Old

kingdoms?

How was India’s advance
during the New Kingdom

different?

Explain the benefits of the
flooding of the Nile river

Identify resources and
their uses along the Nile

Describe advances in
Math, Medicine and other
aspects of culture

Analyze the Egyptian
religious beliefs

Summarize the
accomplishments during
the different kingdoms of
Egypt

Map activity
Importance of the Nile
wksht
Engineering an empire
activity
Pharaoh research/
presentation
Creation of children’s
book
Life on the Nile
simulation
Afterlife skits
Analyze the 3 kingdoms
of Egypt

Textbook

Internet
quizizz

Video clips
Library research

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
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India

3 Weeks

8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,

8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

8.1.6.A.6 8.1.6.B.1 8.1.6.B.3

8.1.6.B.5 8.1.6.C.3 8.1.6.C.4

8.1.6.C.5 8.1.6.D.1 8.1.6.D.2

8.1.6.D.3 8.1.6.D.4

8.1.5.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.9.A, 8.1.12.B,

8.1.U.B, 8.1.W.B

Subcontinent

Hindu Kush

Himalayas

Monsoons

Aryans

Caste

Brahmanism

Hinduism

Reincarnation

Karma

Ahimsa

Buddhism

Nirvana

Dharma

Asoka

Kalidasa

Hindu-Arabic

numerals

How did India’s rich history

and culture affect the world

today?

How and why did a group of

nomadic people move into

India and develop a system of

social classes and a belief

system that developed into

Hinduism?

What are the beliefs and

tenets of some major world

religions which began in

India? Ie. Hinduism,

Buddhism, and Jainism

How can ancient India’s

influence be seen in the areas

of religion, art, and

mathematics?

Describe the physical

features of the Indian

subcontinent.

Understand the components

of Harappa and

Mohenjo-Daro civilizations.

Analyze the importance of the

Aryan migration into India.

Comprehend the social

structure of the caste system.

Summarize Hinduism and

Buddhism.

Describe the growth of the

Maurya and Gupta Empires.

Summarize the artistic and

mathematics legacies of

ancient Indians.

Map activity

Vocab

Climate Graph creation

Create Indian city plan

Outline Indus Valley

Aryan caste skits

Growth of religions in India

compare/ contrast

Indian Empires research

Presentations

India’s influence on the world

today posters

Textbook
Internet
Video clips
Brain Pop

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
Savvas 5
question quiz
for each lesson

China

4 Weeks

8.4.6.A.3 8.4.6.B.3 8.4.6.C.3
8.4.6.C.4 8.4.6.C.5 8.4.6.D.3

8.1.6.A.6 8.1.6.B.1 8.1.6.B.3
8.1.6.B.5 8.1.6.C.3 8.1.6.C.4
8.1.6.C.5 8.1.6.D.1 8.1.6.D.2

8.1.6.D.3 8.1.6.D.4

8.1.5.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.B, 8.1.U.B, 8.1.W.B

Oracle bones
Pictographs

Dynastic cycle
Mandate of

Heaven
Philosophy
Legalism

Confucianism
Filial piety

Qin
Shi Huangdi
Great Wall
Han Dynasty
Bureaucracy
Silk Roads

Trans-Eurasian
Cultural diffusion

Taoism
Reunify
Imperial

Bureaucracy
Scholar-official
Wood-block

printing
Movable type

Porcelain

How do the people, events,

and ideas that shaped ancient

China continue to influence

the world?

How did the geography of

ancient China affect its rich

history?

How have the three belief
systems which developed
in China affected today’s

world?

How did ShiHuangdi unite
China?

How did advances in
technology, agriculture,
and trade made during
the Han Dynasty have a

lasting influence?

How did China change
after the fall of the Han

Dynasty?

Analyze the physical features

of China and how their

development was influenced

and/or isolated

Describe the development of

the Shang and Zhou

dynasties

Compare the 3 different

philosophies of ancient China

and their impact on the

warring states period

Explore the unifying that took

place during the Qin dynasty

Describe the culture and

contributions of the Han

dynasty

Investigate the impact of the

silk road on Chinese culture

Describe the contributions of

Chinese culture to the world

Vocab
Map activity
Exploration of China
video
Huang He song writing
Diagram the Shang
Cost benefit comparison
of 3 gorges dam
Growth of the Zhou
Notes of 3 Chinese
philosophies
Compare contrast 3
philosophies
Benefit of Qin dynasty
Advancements of Han
dynasty
Silk road newscast

Textbook
Internet
Brainpop
Video clips

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
5 question
quizzes from
Savvas for HW

Japan

2 Weeks 8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

Shinto
Zen

Haiku
Daimyo
Samurai

How did cultural
borrowing influence

civilization in east and SE
asia?

Describe the effects of
geography on Japan’s
development

Map activity
Vocab
Borrowing activity
Geography effects
activity

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
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Vassal

shoguns How did geography affect
Japan’s development?

How did the military of
Japan affect life?

Understand the impact of
Ainu culture on Japan.

Comprehend the rise of
the military in Japanese
society.

Military comparison Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects

SE Asia

2 Weeks
8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,

8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

Koryo
Celadon

Khmer empire
Angkor Wat
Dai Viet

How did cultural
borrowing influence

civilization in east and SE
asia?

How did the Vietnamese
and Khmer Empire

develop?

Locate the 10 countries of
SE Asia

Describe the influence of
China on the
development and culture
of Korea, Khmer, and
Vietnam.

Recognize that India had a
strong impact on the
development of Khmer.

Trace the history of
Korean, the Vietnamese
kingdoms, and the Khmer
Empire through the
1400s.

Map activity
Vocab
Compare contrast SE
Asia
research

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips
Brain Pop

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects

Africa

2 Weeks

8.1.5.A, 8.1.6.A, 8.1.7.B,
8.1.12.C, 8.1.U.C

8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

Sahara
Savannas

Vegetation zone
Bantu-speaking

peoples
Griots
Aksum
Kush
Piye

What factors shaped early
African civilizations?

How did Africa’s
geography affect its rich
cultural development and

migration patterns?

Recognize the boundaries
between Kush and Egypt.

Describe Africa’s physical
geography.

Summarize the history
and importance of the
Bantu migrations.

Analyze the importance of
family, specialization of
labor, and oral tradition in
African civilizations.

Summarize the
development of the
kingdom of Aksum and
describe the notable
features of the
civilizations.

Vocab
Map activity
Whisper down the Alley
activity
Migration benefits
activity
Effects of geography
game

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
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America

2 Weeks

8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

Tropical
Mesoamerica

Yucatan peninsula
Slash-and-burn

agriculture
Olmec

Mother culture
Maya
Codex
Tribute
Anasazi
Pueblos
Potlatch

Great Plains
Sun Dance
Iriquois

Confederacy
Matrilineal descent

How did successful food
production help the

development of complex
societies in the Americas?

How did the physical
features of the American
continent influence the
development of different

cultures?

Analyze physical features
of the Americas including
rivers, mountain ranges,

and climate.

Give details about the
geography of the Andes.

Locate Mesoamerica and
list details about its

geographical features.

Trace the role of
agriculture in the

development of the
Olmec culture.

Describe the technologies
of Southwestern peoples.

Explain how Native
Americans in four

different regions adapted
to their environments.

Map activity
Vocab
The importance of food
Geography affects
people activity
Cultural comparison
chart

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects

Greece

7 Weeks

8.1.5.A, 8.1.6.A, 8.1.7.B,
8.1.12.C, 8.1.U.C

8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

8.1.5.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.B, 8.1.U.B, 8.1.W.B

Peninsula
Peloponnesus

Isthmus
Phoneicians
Alphabet

Zeus
Mount Olympus

Myths
Olympics

Epics
Fable
Polis

Aristocracy
Oligarchy
Tyrant

Democracy
Ostracize
Athens
Sparta
Helots

Barracks
Marathon
Pericles

Direct democracy
Delian league

Acropolis
Parthenon

What factors shaped
government in Greece?

What advances did Greeks
make almost 2500 years
ago which still influence

the world today?

What are the differences
between the governments

of Sparta and Athens?

What roles did men,
women, children,

foreigners, and slaves
play in everyday life in

Greece?

What were the causes of
Peloponnesian Wars?

What were the
accomplishments of
Alexander the Great?

What advances occurred
during the Hellenistic

Age?

Describe the geography
and effects on Greek

culture

Explain how Greece
utilized the sea to thrive
and grow as a civilization

Summarize the beginnings
of Greek culture

Describe how Greeks
viewed their interactions
with and honored the

gods

Analyze Greek epic poems
and fables

Explain how Greece
politically organized

Investigate the growth of
Greece politically, from
kingdom to democracy

Map activity
Vocab
Minoan/ Mycenean
comparison
Geography fostering
Greek culture activity
Trading game
Greek god research
Prezi creation
Olympic research and
team competition
Compare Athens/Sparta

Peloponnesian War
research
300 investigation

War newspaper
Alex the great
reading/notes

Aesop’s fable voki
Government comparison
activity

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips
Brain Pop

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
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Peloponnesian

wars
Plague
Truce

Catapult
Alexander the

great
Hellenistic
Alexandria
Drama
Tragedy
Comedy
Ideal

Pediment
philosophy

Differentiate the cultural
and political differences
of Athens and Sparta

Explain how the persian
wars unified Greece

Summarize the influence
of Pericles on Athenian

power and influence to all
of Greece

Analyze the
Peloponnesian War and
how it divided Greece

Describe the rise of
Alexander the Great and

his contributions to
Hellenistic culture

Life in the Agora
simulation
Lasting influences of
Hellinistic Culture

Rome

5 Weeks

8.1.5.A, 8.1.6.A, 8.1.7.B,
8.1.12.C, 8.1.U.C

8.1.4.A, 8.1.7.A, 8.1.8.A, 8.1.9.A,
8.1.12.A, 8.1.U.A, 8.1.W.A

Romulus
Aeneas
Remus
Republic
Patricians
Plebeians
Senate
Consuls
Civil war

Julius Caesar
Cicero

Augustus
Civil service
Pax romana
Aqueducts
Colosseum
Gladiators

Jesus
Gospels
Disciples
Parables
Gentiles
Paul

Missionary
Epistles

How did Rome build a
powerful empire?

Why did the Roman
empire fall and what is its

legacy?

How did Christianity
develop within the Roman

Empire?

What were the causes and
effects of Roman

expansion?

What was daily life in the
city of Rome like?

Understand geographic
factors that helped Rome

build a civilization

Analyze what life was like
in early Roman society

Describe how Rome’s
republican government

was organized

Analyze the causes and
effects of Roman

expansion

Trace the events that led
to the overthrow of the

Roman Republic

Describe the influence of
Julius Caesar and
Augustus on the

transition from republic to
empire

Understand how Roman
families and society were

organized

Trace the influences of
other cultures on Roman
Roman religious beliefs

Map activity
Vocab
Remus and Romulus
story
The Geography of Rome
influence activity
Compare contrast
Roman republic with US
republic
Analyze why Rome
expanded pro and cons
How events led to Julius
Caesar becoming a
dictator
Why Caesar was
assassinated
Growth of Rome under
Augustus
Examine how the Pax
Romana lasted 200 years
Why Rome fell story
activity from different
Roman perspectives
stories
Research aspects of
Roman culture and
influence
Create Roman Museum

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
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Describe what life was like
in Romans cities

Summarize the key points
in the life and teachings of

Jesus

Describe the early church

Summarize Paul’s role in
spreading Christianity

Hebrew
Phoenicians

Hittites
2 Weeks

8.1.5.A, 8.1.6.A, 8.1.7.B,
8.1.12.C, 8.1.U.C

Abraham
Monotheism

Judaism
Moses
Exodus
Ten

commandments
David

Solomon
Babylonian
captivity
Messiah
Prophets
Zealots
Masada
Diaspora
Rabbis

Synagogues
Treaty

Colonies
Covenant
Yahweh

How did the Hebrews
defend themselves and
maintain their beliefs?

What are the central
beliefs of Judaism?

Who are some of the
important Israelite

leaders?

How did the Phoenicians
spread important ideas

around the
Mediterranean world?

How did the ability to
smelt help the Hittites

build a powerful empire?

Explain the origins and
significance of central
beliefs of the Hebrews

Describe the locations of
the settlements of the
Hebrew people and

Moses’ role in Hebrew
freedom

Summarize what
happened when the
Hebrews returned to

Canaan

Identify important
Israelite leaders and

discuss how they helped
build a nation

Analyze the advantages
that developing iron gave

to the Hittites

Understand the legacy
that the Phoenicians left

the world

Vocab definition review
Timeline creation

Read/review/question
Compare contrast

religion chart
Analyze the great
Hebrew leaders
Notes on Roman

influence and control
How inventions helped
civilizations grow and

control

Textbook
Internet
www.unitedstreaming,com

Video clips

Teacher
observation
15 question
multiple guess
reading quizzes
Teacher-prepar
ed test with
matching,
multiple guess,
T or F, fill-in
–the-blank,
short answers
Oral Review
Class
Discussion
Projects
5 question
Savvas quizzes
for homework


