South St. Paul \*
Public Schools

South St. Paul Schools
Lead-in-Water Sampling
2023-2024

In 2017 the State of Minnesota passed statue 121A.335, requiring school districts to
test for lead in water. Prior to the 2017 state legislation, South Saint Paul School
District has tested potable water sources for lead every five years since the late 1980s.
This was done voluntarily by the district for the safety and healthy learning and

working environment for students, staff, and community.

The Federal EPA action level for lead in water is 20 parts-per-billion (ppb). In 2023, the
Minnesota Legislature enacted legislation that lowered the acceptable lead level by
75% to 5 ppb.

South Saint Paul School District tests drinking fountains, bottle fillers, kitchen prep
sinks, kitchen sprayers, kitchen kettles, staff lounge sinks, health office sinks,
classroom sinks, and other types of fixtures meant for consumption. The district does
not test bathroom sinks, slop sinks, handwashing sinks, hose spigots, or science lab
sinks. These sinks are not meant for consumption, and there are generally suitable
potable water sources nearby. In a case where the use of a water source is unclear or
has a potential to be used for consumption due to distance from a water fountain, the

district errs on the side of caution and tests the fixtures.

The initial round of water sampling for the 2023-2024 school year included 304
fixtures. The Secondary building, Central Square Community Center, Community
Learning Center, and the District Office & Family Education Center had no samples
that were above the action level of 5 ppb. Kaposia Education Center and Lincoln
Center Elementary had 27 fixtures that were found to have lead levels over 5 ppb in
some sinks, and in nearly every case these sinks are paired with water fountains that
tested below 5 ppb. The fixtures that had lead levels over 5 ppb were turned off, and
were either replaced, removed entirely, or had water filters installed. After each
action, retests were performed to verify the effectiveness of the repair. All repaired or

replaced fixtures tested below the 5 ppb action level.



The next round of testing will be during the 2028-2029 school year. For questions or
more information regarding lead in water, please contact: David Slomkowski—

dslomkowski@sspps.org, or Mark Fenton—mfenton@sspps.org

Laboratory results and sample maps are included following this summary. Fixtures
that initially tested over 5 bbp that are missing on subsequent lab reports were
removed.
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Public Schools

Water Sample Locations, March 2023
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South St. Paul Education Center—710 19th Avenue North
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South St. Paul Education Center—710 19th Avenue North
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