
Frederica Academy Middle School  
7th Grade Summer Reading 2024 

Book Choices 

Choose TWO of the following books that you have not read before to read over the summer. Read 
the novels and be prepared to discuss them during the first weeks of school.  

Summer reading is an important part of the curriculum in 
the Frederica Academy Middle School; it serves as a 

shared foundation for the beginning of the year, uniting 
students and teachers. These literary journeys keep 

young minds active and engaged during the summer, 
helping to maintain intellectual curiosity. Upon their return 

in the fall, students will be required to do assignments 
related to their reading that deepen their understanding 

and appreciation of the books they have explored. 

A Wolf Called Wander by Rosanne Parry 
This gripping novel about survival and family is based on the real story of one 
wolf’s incredible journey to find a safe place to call home. Illustrated 
throughout, this irresistible tale by award-winning author Rosanne Parry is for 
fans of Sara Pennypacker’s Pax and Katherine Applegate’s The One and Only 
Ivan. 

Swift, a young wolf cub, lives with his pack in the mountains learning to hunt, 
competing with his brothers and sisters for hierarchy, and watching over a new 
litter of cubs. Then a rival pack attacks, and Swift and his family scatter. 

Alone and scared, Swift must flee and find a new home. His journey takes him 
a remarkable one thousand miles across the Pacific Northwest. The trip is full 
of peril, and Swift encounters forest fires, hunters, highways, and hunger 
before he finds his new home.

Greetings from Witness Protection! by Jake Burt 
The marshals are looking for the perfect girl to join a mother, father, and son 
on the run from the nation’s most notorious criminals. After all, the bad guys 
are searching for a family with one kid, not two, and adding a streetwise girl 
who knows a little something about hiding things may be just what the 
marshals need. 

Nicki swears she can keep the Trevor family safe, but to do so she’ll have to 
dodge hitmen, cyberbullies, and the specter of standardized testing, all while 
maintaining her marshal-mandated B-minus average. As she barely balances 
the responsibilities of her new identity, Nicki learns that the biggest threats to 
her family’s security might not lurk on the road from New York to North 
Carolina, but rather in her own past.



Starfish by Lisa Fipps 
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at her fifth 
birthday party, she's been bullied about her weight. To cope, she tries to live by 
the Fat Girl Rules—like "no making waves," "avoid eating in public," and "don't 
move so fast that your body jiggles." And she's found her safe space—her 
swimming pool—where she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the 
water, she can stretch herself out like a starfish and take up all the room she 
wants. It's also where she can get away from her pushy mom, who thinks 
criticizing Ellie's weight will motivate her to diet. Fortunately, Ellie has allies in 
her dad, her therapist, and her new neighbor, Catalina, who loves Ellie for who 
she is. With this support buoying her, Ellie might finally be able to cast aside 
the Fat Girl Rules and starfish in real life--by unapologetically being her own 
fabulous self.

Ban This Book by Alan Gratz  
In Ban This Book by Alan Gratz, a fourth grader fights back when From the 
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L. Konigsburg is challenged 
by a well-meaning parent and taken off the shelves of her school library. Amy 
Anne is shy and soft-spoken, but don’t mess with her when it comes to her 
favorite book in the whole world. Amy Anne and her lieutenants wage a battle 
for the books that will make you laugh and pump your fists as they start a 
secret banned books locker library, make up ridiculous reasons to ban every 
single book in the library to make a point, and take a stand against censorship. 

Ban This Book is a stirring defense against censorship that’s perfect for middle 
grade readers. Let kids know that they can make a difference in their schools, 
communities, and lives!

Restart by Gordon Korman 
Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling off 
the roof. He doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember 
anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole 
life all over again... starting with his own name. 

He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he 
sees that different kids have very different reactions to his return. Some kids 
treat him like a hero. Some kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular 
is so angry with him that she pours her frozen yogurt on his head the first 
chance she gets. 

Pretty soon, it's not only a question of who Chase is -- it's a question of who he 
was... and who he's going to be.

Tangerine by Edward Bloor 
Paul Fisher sees the world from behind glasses so thick he looks like a bug-
eyed alien. But he’s not so blind that he can’t see there are some very unusual 
things about his family’s new home in Tangerine County, Florida. 

Where else does a sinkhole swallow the local school, fire burn underground for 
years, and lightning strike at the same time every day? The chaos is 
compounded by constant harassment from his football-star brother. Adjusting 
to life in Tangerine isn’t easy for Paul—until he joins the soccer team at his 
middle school. With the help of his new teammates, Paul begins to discover 
what lies beneath the surface of his strange new hometown. And he also gains 
the courage to face up to some secrets his family has been keeping from him 
for far too long. 

In Tangerine, it seems, anything is possible. 



New Kid by Jerry Craft 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about 
his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents 
enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where 
Jordan is one of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily 
trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy 
Day School, Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not 
really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school 
culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself? 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson 
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only 
two children, Luke, an illegal third child, has lived all his twelve years in 
isolation and fear on his family's farm in this start to the Shadow Children 
series from Margaret Peterson Haddix. Luke has never been to school. He's 
never had a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house for an overnight. In fact, 
Luke has never had a friend. Luke is one of the shadow children, a third child 
forbidden by the Population Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, and now, 
with a new housing development replacing the woods next to his family's farm, 
he is no longer even allowed to go outside. Then, one day Luke sees a girl's 
face in the window of a house where he knows two other children already live. 
Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk everything to 
come out of the shadows -- does Luke dare to become involved in her 
dangerous plan? Can he afford not to? 

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling 
match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. 
And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown 
western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country 
knowing that she’ll have to answer the question over and over again. Her new 
life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate who 
also feels isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a room at 
Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have 
imagined. It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. 
But Aven’s about to discover she can do it all…even without arms.

Words on Fire by Jennifer Nielsen 
Danger is never far from Audra's family farm in Lithuania. She always avoids 
the occupying Russian Cossack soldiers, who insist that everyone must 
become Russian -- they have banned Lithuanian books, religion, culture, and 
even the language. But Audra knows her parents are involved in something 
secret and perilous.In June 1893, when Cossacks arrive abruptly at their door, 
Audra's parents insist that she flee, taking with her an important package and 
instructions for where to deliver it. But escape means abandoning her parents 
to a terrible fate. As Audra embarks on a journey to deliver the mysterious 
package, she faces unimaginable risks, and soon she becomes caught up in a 
growing resistance movement. Can joining the underground network of book 
smugglers give Audra a chance to rescue her parents?



Skink - No Surrender by Carl Hiaasen 
Classic Malley: her parents are about to ship her off to boarding school, so she 
takes off with some guy she met online... Poor Richard: he's less of a rebel 
than Malley, and a lot less trusting. He knows his cousin is in trouble before 
she does. Wild Skink: he's a ragged, one-eyed, ex-governor of Florida, and 
enough of a renegade to think he can track Malley down. With Richard riding 
shotgun, this unlikely pair scour the state, undaunted by blinding storms, 
crazed pigs, flying bullets, and giant gators.     

In Carl Hiaasen's outrageous, hilarious, and wildly dangerous state of Florida, 
there are a million places an outlaw might stash a teenage girl. A million 
unpleasant ways to die. And two who will risk everything to rescue a friend . . . 
and to, hopefully, exact a bit of swamp justice.

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga  
Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father 
behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her 
hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in 
Cincinnati with relatives. 

At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American 
movies that Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting 
school in the US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s 
never known before. 

But this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a whole 
new family, and a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe 
America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is.

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty 
Lucy Callahan was struck by lightning. She doesn't remember it, but it changed 
her life forever. The zap gave her genius-level math skills, and ever since, Lucy 
has been homeschooled. Now, at 12 years old, she's technically ready for 
college. She just has to pass 1 more test--middle school! 

Lucy's grandma insists: Go to middle school for 1 year. Make 1 friend. Join 1 
activity. And read 1 book (that's not a math textbook!). Lucy's not sure what a 
girl who does calculus homework for fun can possibly learn in 7th grade. She 
has everything she needs at home, where nobody can make fun of her rigid 
routines or her superpowered brain. The equation of Lucy's life has already 
been solved. Unless there's been a miscalculation?

Alone by Megan E. Freeman 
When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret sleepover with 
her two best friends, she ends up waking up to a nightmare. She’s alone—left 
behind in a town that has been mysteriously evacuated and abandoned. 

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone lines or internet 
access, Maddie slowly learns to survive on her own. Her only companions are 
a Rottweiler named George and all the books she can read. After a rough start, 
Maddie learns to trust her own ingenuity and invents clever ways to survive in 
a place that has been deserted and forgotten. 

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild animals. But 
Maddie’s most formidable enemy is the crushing loneliness she faces every 
day. Can Maddie’s stubborn will to survive carry her through the most 
frightening experience of her life?
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