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Our Team - Intro!

Dr. David Dunstan

Program Director 

Ana Peña-Santos 
Program Coordinator 

Lizbet Dunning 

Recruiter 

Lourdes Bravo

Program Secretary



Today We Will… 
● Antelope Valley - History
● Challenges
● Overcoming with Creativity
● Reaching Success
● Parent Involvement 
● Sharing Our Services 



Coffee, 
anyone? 

Kahoot.it

https://create.kahoot.it/share/mep/b9505cc4-2930-4bd6-ba89-c0a4143c5ffd


Our History…
● Began in 1996 - consortium
● Unincorporated LA County, 

about 61 miles North from 
Los Angeles 

● Fields - alfalfa, produce 
(onions, carrots, potatoes, 
grapes, peaches, 
pomegranates, olives) nuts, 
honey, dairy farms, sod, 
nurseries, meat processing 
factory

● Once over 1500 students 
qualified 

● Eligibility based on 
movement and eligible work

● Child must move with the 
family 

● Eligible for three years 



Our journey

Program is 
Born! 

Program at its 
Peak! 

Challenging 
Years 

1996 2000 2019



Facing Challenges 

COVID Changes in our Valley
● Family Stability 
● Restrictions on Eligibility
● Loss of Agriculture Fields 

● Enrollment dropped
● Services changed  



Our Strengths

Family centered

Recruiters 

3 part-time recruiters

Creativity 
Steam Academy, 
Parent classes, Events

Relationships Commitment

Amazing Team! 



Time to Work! 
● Data dives

○ EOE lists 
■ Several years back 
■ Re-enroll before they exit 

● Community Outreach
○ ELACs 
○ Community Events 
○ Relationships 

● Creativity
○ Engaging workshops
○ Purposeful projects 
○ Collaboration with Lead District 



Our Program



AVUHSD 132

Acton-Agua Dulce SD 5

Eastside SD 35

Keppel SD 28

Lancaster SD 44

Palmdale SD 226

Westside Sd 11

Wilsona SD 1

Total 482

Showing Growth…

With about 20 
pending 
approvals



AVMEP
Program 

ELA & Math  

Child 
Care-12th 
grade 

STEAM
Academy 
Summer, Fall 

& Spring

Parent 
Workshops

Counselors
& Case 

Managers 
K-12

Field Trips

Scholarships &
College Residential

Programs

Supplemental Education Program



Creating 
Something 
Amazing



AVMEP STEAM Academy
● Anatomy
● Aviation
● Coding
● Starbase with Edwards Air Force Base
● Music
● Art 
● Technology



AVMEP STEAM Academy 



STARBASE 



Anatomy



Aviation



Choir and Music



AVMEP STEAM Academy 
2022-23



AVMEP STEAM Academy 
Summer 2023

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvwbzlSPISM


Student & 
Family  
Events 



We Come From Greatness 

● We Come From Greatness 
● Autobiography 
● Sold on Amazon! 

https://www.amazon.com/We-Come-Greatness-Anthology-Antelope-ebook/dp/B0C7K57QC2


Erica Alfaro - Harvesting Dreams   

● Novel project
● Parents and students



Bienvenidos a AVUHSD!    

● More than 200 students new to the country, including 
our MEP students 



Lacrosse Student Event 



Parent 
Involvement



Disciplina with Tony Orozco

● District Support 



Community Resources Fair 
● Over 25 organizations
● Info, prizes, etc



Financiando el Futuro 



Parent Driven Workshops
● Disciplina Positiva with Tony Orozco
● Community Resource Fairs
● Parent Classes

○ ESL
○ Computer
○ Mental Health
○ Community Resources 
○ Math
○ Art



Identification & Recruitment



Collaborating with Districts and 
Community 



Building 
Relationships



Working for You!   

● Responsive 
● Accurate Records - Master List 
● Family and student centered 
● Google Form - timely responses 
● A community of services 

○ Hub for resources 
○ Food



We Have Learned…

● Challenges are an opportunity to grow 
● Fidelity to following our Why

○ To give our best everyday so that 
those we serve are inspired and 
empowered to become their true 
best.

● Give it a try…the worst they can say is “NO.”
● Then try again 



  Why We Do This…

●

Carmela Martinez -Former Migrant Student 
1998-2008 -Graduate from UC Berkeley in 2019 is 
working on her Masters Degree. Younger sister,
Katheryn Martinez graduated from UC Davis in 2021 
with a degree in Neuroscience.



Why We Do This…

Bryan Bautista-Former Mep Student from 
1997-2006  became a California Police Officer 
serving the Antelope Valley. He is a new 
husband and father residing in Palmdale, CA.



Before You Go…

https://create.kahoot.it/preview/706626f1-63c0-4845-aaae-619310cab927


Questions?



Thank 
You!


