
Grade 4
Music

Unit: Grade 4 Music

Big Ideas: Melody, Rhythm, Form, Dynamics, Tempo, Meter, Timbre, Staff, Note Name Identification, Recorder Technique

Unit Essential Questions: Why is music important in our everyday lives? What is a staff, and why is it important to be able to read music on a staff?

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

August 1. Rules and Procedures
2. Folk Songs
3. Singing
4. Melodic Development
5. Movement
6. Rhythm
7. Listening

Students will be able to:
1. identify and describe a folk song
2. demonstrate in tune singing
3. maintain steady beat

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Steady beat
2. Solo
3. Refrain

Why is music
important in our
everyday lives?

1. Singing patterns
2. Playing instruments
3. Singing short songs
4. Listening

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Tapes
5. Computer
6. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students identifying parts
in a song.

2. Student performance of
simple dance steps
maintaining steady beat.

3. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

September 1. Folk Songs
2. Singing
3. Melodic Development
4. Form
5. Listening
6. Theory
7. Rhythmic Development

Students will be able to:
1. identify and describe a folk song
2. identify verse and refrain
3. distinguish phrases as being same or

different (repetition/contrast)
4. recognize and identify theme and variation.
5. identify solo and chorus
6. label letter names on lines and spaces
7. perform various rhythmic patterns
8. identify and demonstrate tempo changes
9. identify and describe “blues” style.
10. perform various meters on the recorder
11. demonstrate proper recorder embouchure
12. articulate notes properly on recorder
13. play b-a-g songs on recorder
14. discuss the life of George Gershwin
15. identify works of George Gershwin

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Steady beat
2. Solo
3. Refrain
4. Verse
5. Interlude
6. Staff
7. Quarter note
8. Half note
9. Eighth notes
10. Treble Clef
11. Embouchure

1. Where does
folk music
come from?

2. Why is folk
music
important?

3. What is a staff
and why is it
important to be
able to read the
notes on a
staff?

1. Singing patterns
2. Playing instruments
3. Singing short songs
4. Listening
5. Completing worksheets

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Tapes
5. Rhythm

cards
6. Composer

book

1. Teacher observation of
students performing
various rhythmic
patterns.

2. Teacher evaluation of
students identifying letter
names on staff.

3. Student performance
playing recorder.

4. Worksheets (Identifying
Letter Names on Staff)

5. Star Spangled Banner
Quiz (10 pts)

6. Vocabulary Quiz (10 pts)
7. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

October 1. Folk Songs
2. Singing
3. Form
4. Rhythmic Development
5. Listening
6. Theory
7. Melodic Development

Student will be able to:
1. identify and describe a folk song
2. identify and describe a spiritual
3. identify, describe and sing partner songs
4. distinguish phrases as being same or

different (repetition/contrast)
5. identify and differentiate between various

meters
6. demonstrate chanting and singing voices
7. identify and perform a repeat sign, ending

and staccatos
8. identify, describe and perform a round
9. identify and describe “blues” style
10. perform various meters on the recorder
11. play third space C and fourth line D on

recorder

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Staff
2. Quarter note
3. Half note
4. Eighth notes
5. Treble Clef
6. Embouchure
7. Dynamics
8. Harmony
9. Meter

1. How do partner
songs create
harmony?

2. Why do we
sing patriotic
songs?

1. Singing/chanting
2. Playing instruments
3. Singing short songs
4. Listening
5. Following listening

maps

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Tapes
5. Worksheets
6. Video
7. Rhythm

cards
8. Computer
9. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students identifying
phrases.

2. Student performance of
rhythmic pattern and
playing recorder.

3. Teacher evaluation of
students performing
round and partner songs.

4. Teacher evaluation of
students performing
B-A-G-C’-D’ on recorder
with correct articulation.

5. Vocabulary Quiz (10 pts)
6. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

November 1. Listening
2. Rhythmic Development
3. Form
4. Singing
5. Melodic Development

Students will be able to:
1. identify a hymn
2. identify and perform dotted note rhythmic

patterns
3. describe phrases by repetition and contrast
4. identify and describe a canon
5. demonstrate in-tune singing with good

quality
6. define various musical terms
7. describe secular and sacred music
8. demonstrate proper recorder embouchure

and articulation
9. play low E and D on the recorder
10. identify works by John Philip Sousa

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Staff
2. Rhythm
3. Hymn
4. Embouchure
5. Secular
6. Sacred
7. Canon/round
8. Dynamics

How you think you
sing with
expression?

1. Singing short songs
2. Playing instruments
3. Listening
4. Completing worksheets

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Composer

book
5. Worksheet
6. Computer
7. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students performing
dotted rhythmic pattern.

2. Student performance
maintaining steady beat.

3. Worksheet (Identifying
Dotted Rhythms)

4. Teacher evaluation of
students recognizing and
identifying dynamic
markings.

5. Vocabulary Quiz (10 pts.)
6. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

December 1. Ballet
2. Opera
3. Singing
4. Form
5. Rhythmic Development
6. Listening
7. Theory
8. Melodic Development
9. Stage Behavior

Students will be able to:
1. identify verse and refrain
2. identify and describe partner songs
3. identify and describe a ballet
4. identify and describe an opera
5. identify harmony when they see two notes

on one stem
6. demonstrate appropriate stage behavior

during concert
7. identify harmony
8. demonstrate proper recorder technique
9. articulate notes properly on recorder
10. review all notes learned to date on recorder
11. identify works by Pyotr Tchaikovsky

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Verse
2. Refrain
3. Partner song
4. Ballet
5. Opera
6. Harmony
7. Embouchure

1. How many of
you have been
to see a ballet?

2. How does a
ballet tell a
story?

3. What is an
opera?

1. Singing patterns
2. Playing instruments
3. Reading play
4. Following libretto

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Library book

(The
Nutcracker)

5. The
Nutcracker
DVD

6. Amahl and
the Night
Visitor
Video

7. Libretto
8. Computer
9. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students identifying
musical symbols.

2. Student performance
maintaining steady beat.

3. Teacher evaluation of
students performing
partner songs.

4. Teacher evaluation of
students understanding of
a ballet and an opera.

5. Teacher observation of
appropriate behavior
during a concert.

6. Concert performance of
Christmas material.

7. Students performance
during rehearsals and
concert.

8. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

January 1. Folk Songs
2. Instruments of Orchestra
3. Listening
4. Form
5. Singing
6. Rhythm

Students will be able to:
1. continue singing individually and in a

group
2. play steady beat on various instruments
3. identify four families in orchestra
4. identify instruments in each family
5. identify solo and chorus
6. identify rondo form
7. demonstrate proper recorder embouchure

and articulation
8. describe and perform a spiritual
9. demonstrate proper recorder technique
10. articulate notes properly on recorder
11. play first space F# on recorder
12. identify words of Wolfgang Amadeus

Mozart

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Orchestra
2. String
3. Woodwind
4. Brass
5. Percussion
6. Solo
7. Chorus
8. Rondo
9. Spiritual

1. Have any of
you ever been
to see the
orchestra live?

2. Which family
did you like
best?

3. Which family
was the largest
and why?

4. What do the
instruments in
each orchestra
family have in
common?

1. Individual and group
singing

2. Singing short songs
3. Playing instruments
4. Individual and group

recorder playing
5. Completing worksheets:

String Family – 16 pts.
6. Woodwind Family – 19

pts.
7. Brass Family – 16 pts.
8. Show and demonstrate

various orchestral
instruments for each
family

9. Discuss life of
Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart and listen to his
works

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. Textbooks
3. CDs
4. Video
5. Composer

book
6. Computer
7. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students identifying
families and instruments.

2. Student performance on
recorder,

3. Worksheets: String
Family – 16 pts.

4. Woodwind Family – 19
pts.

5. Brass Family – 16 pts.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

February 1. Folk Songs
2. Instruments of Orchestra
3. Listening
4. Singing
5. Form
6. Rhythmic Development
7. Melodic Development
8. Movement

Students will be able to:
1. maintain steady beat through various dance

moves
2. identify four families of orchestra
3. identify instruments within the four

families
4. describe and sing a spiritual
5. identify and sing a scale
6. identify AB form
7. identify meter and strong and weak beats
8. articulate notes properly on recorder
9. learn bottom space F on recorder
10. discuss life of Aaron Copland
11. identify works of Aaron Copland

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Orchestra
2. String
3. Woodwind
4. Brass
5. Percussion
6. Spiritual
7. Scale
8. Form
9. Meter

1. Why are
spirituals so
important to
our heritage?

2. How can the
“feel” of music
help in
determining the
meter?

1. Singing short songs
2. Playing instruments
3. Completing worksheets
4. Completing test
5. Listening

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Worksheets
5. Test
6. Composer

book
7. Computer
8. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students identifying
instruments.

2. Worksheets: Percussion
Family – 21 pts.

3. Orchestral Review
Worksheet – 20pts.

4. Orchestra Test (50 pts. -
Identification/Matching)

5. Student performance
playing a scale.

6. Teacher evaluation of
students identifying
form.

7. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

March 1. Folk Songs
2. Rhythmic Development
3. Theory
4. Movement
5. Melodic Development
6. Listening
7. Singing

Students will be able to:
1. identify and describe how harmony is

produced
2. perform a round, ostinato and partner

songs
3. identify meter and strong and weak beats
4. identify bar lines and measures and

analyze how measures are comprised
5. perform simple dance steps maintaining

steady beat
6. identify and describe how melodies move

(steps, leaps, repeated tones)
7. identify and list characteristics of a minuet

and fugue
8. continue developing pitch accuracy
9. perform a call and response form song
10. articulate notes properly on recorder
11. compose a song for the recorder
12. discuss life of J.S. Bach
13. identify works of J.S. Bach

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Harmony
2. Round
3. Ostinato
4. Partner Song
5. Meter
6. Minuet
7. Fugue
8. Composition

1. Why do some
songs make us
want to move
more than
others?

2. Why do ballads
hold our
interest?

1. Singing short songs
2. Playing instruments
3. Listening
4. Moving to music

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Textbooks
4. Tape
5. Composer

book
6. Computer
7. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students showing
different meters.

2. Student performance
maintaining beat and
showing strong and weak
beats.

3. Teacher evaluation of
students identifying
harmony and performing
correctly.

4. Teacher evaluation of
students understanding
meter changes.

5. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

April 1. Melodic Development
2. Form
3. Rhythmic Development
4. Playing Instruments
5. Listening
6. Singing

Students will be able to:
1. identify and describe how melodies move

(steps, leaps, repeated tones)
2. perform a progression song
3. compare phrases for similarities
4. demonstrate speaking or chanting in

rhythm
5. maintain rhythmic patterns on instruments
6. analyze a listening composition
7. continue developing pitch accuracy
8. articulate notes properly on recorder
9. learn low C on recorder

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Melody
2. Phrase
3. Composition
4. Spiritual
5. Chant

1. Why do you
think slaves
sang a lot of
spirituals?

2. What kinds of
instruments do
you think
cowboys might
play and why?

1. Singing short songs
2. Playing instruments
3. Listening

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Composer

book
4. Computer
5. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students showing
direction of melody.

2. Student performance.
3. Teacher evaluation of

students performing a
progression song.

4. Teacher evaluation of
students identifying
direction of melody by
notation.

5. Oral responses.



Grade 4
Music

Concept &

Pacing

New Emphasis

(Pa Core Standard)
Key Vocabulary

Essential

Questions
Mini-Lessons/Activities

Instructional

Materials
Assessments

May/June 1. Singing
2. Listening
3. Stage Behavior
4. Movement
5. Rhythmic Development
6. Musicals

Students will be able to:
1. continue developing concepts introduced

throughout the year
2. describe melodic contour
3. develop appreciation for music
4. demonstrate appropriate behavior during a

concert
5. identify contrasting sections and describe

form ABC
6. describe and experience a musical
7. articulate notes properly on recorder

9.1, 9.2, 9.3 9.4

1. Melody
2. Music

Appreciation
3. Form
4. Musical

theatre

1. What were
some new
terms we
learned in
music this
year?

2. Why is it
important to
understand
what the
various terms
mean?

1. Singing short songs
2. Listening
3. Playing instruments
4. Watching a musical

1. Music
Studio
Website-
McGraw
Hill

2. CDs
3. Video
4. Textbooks
5. Musical

Videos:
“Sound of Music”
“Wizard of Oz”
“Annie”
6. Computer
7. Projector

1. Teacher observation of
students identifying how
harmony is produced.

2. Student performance.
3. Concert performance.
4. Teacher evaluation of

students identifying
form.

5. Teacher evaluation of
students identifying
melodic contour.

6. Oral responses to
describing a musical.

7. Oral responses.


