
5th Grade ELA Curriculum Map
Common Core Standards: See Attached form with details

RL5.1, RL5.2, RL5.3, RL5.4, RL5.5, RL5.6, RL5.7, RL5.8, RL5.9, RL5.10, RL5.11
RI5.1, RI5.2, RI5.3, RI5.4, RI5.5, RI5.6, RI5.7,RI5.8, RI5.9, RI5.10
RF5.3, RF5.4
W5.1, W5.2, W5.3, W5.4, W5.5, W5.6, W5.7, W5.8, W5.9, W5.10
SL5.1, SL5.2, SL5.3, SL5.4, SL5.5, SL5.6
L5.1, L5.2, L5.3, L5.4, L5.5, L5.6

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: September

Lesson 1 Lesson 16

Main Selection: “A Package for Mrs. Jewels”
Genre: Humorous Fiction
Skills: Story Structure, Irony, Point of View
Target Strategy: Summarize

Paired Selection: “Questioning Gravity”
Genre: Readers’ Theater

Main Selection: “Lunch Money”
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Skills: Author's Purpose,
Target Strategy: Monitor/Clarify

Paired Selection: “Zap! Pow!: A History of Comics”
Genre: Informational Text

Essential Question:
How can an experiment clarify an idea?

Essential Question:
In What Ways Can Illustrations Enhance A Reader’s

Experience?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 1: The Sentence

Grammar Targets:
Unit 1: The Sentence



Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Ode to Lunch”
Vocabulary Strategies: Using Context
Target/Academic Vocabulary: disturbing, interrupted,
squashing, specialty, struggled, staggered, wobbled,
collapsed, numb, shifted
Domain Specific Words: acceleration, inertia,
momentum, physical, property

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Japanese Cartoons are
Manga-nificent”
Vocabulary Strategies: Foreign Words Used in English, Word
Origins
Target/Academic Vocabulary: record , mental, launch,
assuming, episodes, developed, feature, incredibly, villains,
thumbed

Spelling:
Skill: Short Vowels

Spelling:
Skill: Words with -ed or -ing

Writing: Summaries
● 9-11 Story

Writing: Summaries
● 9-11 Story

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: October

Lesson 4 Lesson 5



Main Selection: “Double Dutch: A Celebration of Jump
Rope, Rhyme, and Sisterhood”
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction
Skills: Sequence of Events, Narrative Pacing, Rhythm
Target Strategy: Monitor/Clarify

Paired Selection: “Score”
Genre: Poetry

Main Selection: “Elisa’s Diary”
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Skills: Theme, Dialogue, Sequence of Events,
Target Strategy: Visualize

Paired Selection: “Words Free as Confetti”
Genre: Poetry

Essential Question:
How can being active in sports improve someone’s

attitude?

Essential Question:
How can overcoming a challenge change someone’s life?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 5: Capitalization and Punctuation

Grammar Targets:
Unit 5: Capitalization and Punctuation

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Learning the Ropes”
Vocabulary Strategies: Suffixes-ion, -tion
Target/Academic Vocabulary: unison, uniform
mastered, competition, identical, element, routine,
intimidated, reside, qualifying

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Fair or Foul?”
Vocabulary Strategies: Suffixes: ly, ful
Target/Academic Vocabulary: officially, preliminary,
opponents, brutal, embarrassed, typically, gorgeous,
supposedly, sweeping, obvious

Spelling:
Skill: Vowel Sounds /oo/, /yoo/

Spelling:
Skill: Vowel Sounds /ou/, /o/, /oi/

Writing: Narrative
● Spooky Story

Writing: Narrative
● Spooky Story

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling



Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: October

Lesson 7

Main Selection: “Old Yeller”
Genre: Historical Fiction
Skills: Understanding Characters, Author’s Word
choice, Dialect
Target Strategy: Visualize

Paired Selection: “What Makes it Good?”
Genre: Persuasive Text

Essential Question:
How can dangerous situations bring people closer

together?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 5: Capitalization and Punctuation

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Annie’s Pride”
Vocabulary Strategies: Adages, Idioms, Proverbs
Target/Academic Vocabulary: frantic, lunging, stride,
checking, wheeled, bounding, shouldered, strained,
romp, picturing

Spelling:
Skill: Vowel + /r/ Sounds



Writing: Narrative
● Spooky Story

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: November

Lesson 3 Lesson 8

Main Selection: “Off and Running”
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Skills: Compare & Contrast, Idioms, Formal & Informal
language
Target Strategy: Inference/predict

Paired Selection: “Vote For Me!”
Genre: Persuasive Text

Main Selection: “Everglades Forever: Restoring
America’s Great Wetlands”
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction
Skills: Author's Purpose,Explain scientific, ideas,
Target Strategy: Analyze/Evaluate

Paired Selection: “National Parks of the West”
Genre: Informational Text

Essential Question:
Why is determination a good quality for a politician

to have?

Essential Question:
What reasons do people have for protecting the

environment?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 2: Nouns

Grammar Targets:
Unit 2: Nouns



Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Should We Let Politics
Become Personal?”
Vocabulary Strategies: Using Context
Target/Academic Vocabulary: debate, inflated, shaken,
decorated, gradually, hesitated, scanned, stalled,
beckoned, prodded
Domain Specific Words: ballot, campaign, debate,
election, slogan

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Attack of the Alien Species”
Vocabulary Strategies: Prefixes en-, re-, pre-, pro-
Target/Academic Vocabulary: endangered, unique,
adapted, vegetation, conserving, restore, guardians,
attracted, regulate, responsibility

Spelling:
Skill: Long I and Long O

Spelling:
Skill: Homophones

Writing: Informative/Explanatory
● Thanksgiving

Writing: Informative/Explanatory
● Thanksgiving

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: December

Lesson 6 Lesson 10



Main Selection: “Quest for the Tree Kangaroo”
Genre: Informational Text
Skills: Cause and Effect, Quotes and Description,
Domain Specific Vocabulary
Target Strategy: Question

Paired Selection: “Why Koala Has No Tail ”
Genre: Myth

Main Selection: “Cougars ”
Genre: Informational Text
Skills: Main Ideas and Details, Scientific Ideas, Domain
Specific Vocabulary
Target Strategy: Monitor and Clarify

Paired Selection: “Purr-fection”
Genre: Poetry

Essential Question:
Why is it important to research and protect

endangered animals?

Essential Question:
What can a scientist learn by observing the behaviors of a

particular animal?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 3: Verbs Part I
Letter Writing (Supplementary Materials)

Grammar Targets:
Unit 3: Verbs Part I
Letter Writing (Supplementary Materials)

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “America’s Eagles”
Vocabulary Strategies: Synonyms and Antonyms
Target/Academic Vocabulary: dwarfed, presence,
procedure, outfitted, transferred, calculate, snug, perch,
enthusiastic, beaming
Domain Specific Words: temperature, humidity,
degrees, Fahrenheit, radio collar, ID chip, anesthesia

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Who tamed the cat?”
Vocabulary Strategies: Shades of Meaning
Target/Academic Vocabulary: unobserved, available,
detecting, mature, ferocious, resemble, particular, vary,
contentment, keen
Domain Specific Words: underfur, guard hairs

Spelling:
Skill: Vowel +/r/ Sound

Spelling:
Skill: Final Schwa + /r/ Sounds

Writing: Friendly Letter Writing Writing: Friendly Letter Writing

Assessments: Assessments:



● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: January

Lesson 17 Lesson 9

Main Selection: “LAFF”
Genre: Science Fiction
Skills: Story Structure, Literary Devices, Point of View:
First Person
Target Strategy: Infer and Predict

Paired Selection: “From Dreams to Reality”
Genre: Informational Text

Main Selection: “Storm Warriors”
Genre: Historical Fiction
Skills: Conclusion & Generalization, Point of View,
Characterization
Target Strategy: Infer and Predict

Paired Selection: “Pea Island's Forgotten Heroes”
Genre: Informational Text

Essential Question:
What role does imagination play in the invention

process?

Essential Question:
How can an act of courage reveal a person’s true

nature?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 3: Verbs Part II

Grammar Targets:
Unit 3: Verbs Part II



Vocabulary Read Aloud: “The Visitor”
Vocabulary Strategies: Reference Materials
Target/Academic Vocabulary: impressed, admitted,
produced, destination, original, concentrate, collected,
rumor, suspense, compliment
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “A Watery Grave”
Vocabulary Strategies: Greek and Latin Roots (-tele, -photo,
-scribe, and -rupt)
Target/Academic Vocabulary: critical, secured, realization,
annoyance, bundle, clammy, squalling, commotion,
demolished, delete

Spelling:
Skill: Words with -ed and -ing endings

Spelling:
Skill: Compound Words

Writing: Essay Writing Writing: Essay Writing

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: January

Lesson 19



Main Selection: “Darnell Rock Reporting”
Genre: Realistic Fiction
Skills: Author’s Purpose, Dialogue, Characterization
Target Strategy: Summarization

Paired Selection: “Volunteer”
Genre: Persuasive Text

Essential Question:
Why is it important to be aware of your community

needs?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 3: Verbs Part II

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “The Power of Spirit Lake”
Vocabulary Strategies: Greek and Latin Suffixes
(-ism, -ist, -able, -ible)
Target/Academic Vocabulary: issue, deteriorating,
dependent, exception, granted, effective, urge,
violations, ordinance, minimum

Spelling:
Skill: Suffixes (-ful, -ly, -ness, -less, -ment)

Writing: Essay Writing

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling



Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: February

Lesson 18 Lesson 20

Main Selection: “The Dog Newspaper”
Genre: Autobiography
Skills: Fact and Opinion, Main Idea and Details,
Narrative Pacing
Target Strategy: Analyze and Evaluate
Paired Selection: “Poetry About Poetry”
Genre: Poetry

Main Selection: “The Black Stallion”
Genre: Adventure
Skills: Story Structure, Characterization, Theme
Target Strategy: Question
Paired Selection: “Horse Power”
Genre: Informational Text

Essential Question:
What do facts and opinions contribute to a story?

Essential Question:
What can a person learn by building a relationship with an

animal?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 4: Adjectives

Grammar Targets:
Unit 4: Adjectives

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Hundreds Rally at Fullerton
High”
Vocabulary Strategies: Using Context
Target/Academic Vocabulary: career, publication,
household, edition, required, formula, background,
insight, uneventful, destruction
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “The Huntress”
Vocabulary Strategies: Figurative Language
Target/Academic Vocabulary: piercing, descended,
quivered, savage, delicacy, fitful, heave, diminishing,
rhythmic, marveling
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Spelling:
Skill: Changing final -y to -i

Spelling:
Skill: Words from other languages



Writing: Biography Writing: Biography

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: March

Lesson 11 Lesson 12

Main Selection: “Dangerous Crossing”
Genre: Historical Fiction
Skills: Cause & Effect, Visual Elements, Primary
Sources
Target Strategy: Visualize

Paired Selection: “Revolution and Rights ”
Genre: Informational Text

Main Selection: “Can’t You Make Them Behave, King
George”
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction
Skills: Fact and Opinion, Tone, SImiles
Target Strategy: Questions

Paired Selection: “Tea Time!”
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction

Essential Question:
What can individuals do to help shape a new

government?

Essential Question:
How can people’s differences of opinion lead to a

revolution?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 7: Adverbs and Prepositions

Grammar Targets:
Unit 7: Adverbs and Prepositions



Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Mother & Son”
Vocabulary Strategies: Reference Materials
Target/Academic Vocabulary: cramped, distracted,
viewpoint, shattered, surveyed, pressing,
representatives, embark, bracing, conduct
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “A Taxing Poem”
Vocabulary Strategies: Figurative Language
Target/Academic Vocabulary: benefit, repeal, advantages,
temporary, contrary, prohibit, previously, midst, objected,
rebellious
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Spelling:
Skill: Pattern VCCV

Spelling:
Skill: Pattern VCV

Writing: Text Dependent Analysis Writing: Text Dependent Analysis

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: March

Lesson 13



Main Selection: “They Called Her Molly Pitcher”
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction
Skills: Conclusion & Generalization, Domain Specific
Vocabulary, Text Structure
Target Strategy: Analyze and Evaluate

Paired Selection: “A Spy for Freedom”
Genre: Play

Essential Question:
How do individual acts of bravery shape history?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 7: Adverbs and Prepositions

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Lydia’s Journey”
Vocabulary Strategies: Reference Materials
Target/Academic Vocabulary: legendary, formal,
gushed, strategy, retreat, foes, shimmering, magnificent,
revolution, plunged
Domain Specific Words: waistcoat, musket, knapsack,
lead balls, ammunition

Spelling:
Skill: Pattern VCCCV

Writing: Text Dependent Analysis

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling



Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: April

Lesson 14 Lesson 15

Main Selection: “Now is Your Time! James Forten”
Genre: Biography
Skills: Sequence of Events, Explain Historical Events,
Main Ideas and Details
Target Strategy: Summarize

Paired Selection: “Modern Minute Man”
Genre: Informational Text

Main Selection: “We Were There, Too!”
Genre: Biography
Skills: Compare and Contrast, Text and Graphic Features,
Text Structure
Target Strategy: Monitor and Clarify

Paired Selection: “Patriotic Poetry”
Genre: Poetry

Essential Question:
What events or feelings would lead someone to fight

for freedom?

Essential Question:
How are patriotism and courage related?

Grammar Targets:
Unit 6: Pronouns

Grammar Targets:
Unit 6: Pronouns

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Freedom for Chatham
Freeman”
Vocabulary Strategies: Greek and Latin Roots
Target/Academic Vocabulary: persuade, apprentice,
contributions, influential, aspects, authorities, bondage,
provisions, dexterity, tentative
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Citizen Spies”
Vocabulary Strategies: Prefixes: in-, im-, il-, ir-
Target/Academic Vocabulary: mimic, mocking, efficient,
personally, lacked, rural, tedious, organize, summons, peal
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Spelling:
Skill: Pattern VV

Spelling:
Skill: Final Schwa + /l/ Sounds



Writing: Research Writing: Research

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: May

Lesson 25 Novel Study: Hatchet

Main Selection: “Lewis and Clark”
Genre: Narrative Nonfiction
Skills: Main Ideas and Details, Primary Sources, Explain
Historical Events
Target Strategy: Monitor and Clarify

Paired Selection: “A Surprise Reunion”
Genre: Play

Main Selection: “Hatchet ”
Genre: Adventure
Skills: Character, Sequence of Events, Figurative Language,
Cause and Effect
Target Strategy: Character

Essential Question:
How did explorers help America become the country

it is today?

Essential Question:
How does the main character change from the beginning

of the story to the conclusion?

Grammar Targets:
Unit: Poetry

Grammar Targets:
Unit: Poetry



Vocabulary Read Aloud: “The True Story of
Sacagawea”
Vocabulary Strategies: Analogies
Target/Academic Vocabulary: expedition, barrier,
despite, fulfilled, range, techniques, resumed, edible,
tributaries, trek
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Vocabulary Read Aloud: N/A
Vocabulary Strategies: Context Clues
Target/Academic Vocabulary: See attached Sheet

Spelling:
Skill: Suffix -ion

Spelling:
Skill: Vocabulary Review

Writing: Poetry Writing: Poetry

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Journeys: Reading Series
Grammar: English, Houghton Mifflin

Time Frame: June

Lesson Hatchet Continued
(See May’s Skills)

Lesson 24



Main Selection: “Rachel’s Journey: The Story of a Pioneer
Girl”
Genre: Historical Fiction
Skills: Cause and Effect, Point of VIew, Figurative Language
Target Strategy: Analyze and Evaluate

Paired Selection: “ Westward to Freedom”
Genre: Informational Text

Essential Question:
Why would a pioneer traveler record events in a journal?

Grammar Targets: Review all skills

Vocabulary Read Aloud: “Tales of the Trail”
Vocabulary Strategies: Using Context
Target/Academic Vocabulary: rustling, balked, lectured,
disadvantage, quaking, beacon, mishap, surged, torment,
fared
Domain Specific Words: N/A

Spelling:
Skill: Prefixes (in- un-, dis-, mis-)

Writing: Autobiography

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling

Assessments:
● Comprehension
● Vocabulary
● Grammar
● Spelling




