
Northwestern Lehigh School District 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, September 14, 2005, 7:30 p.m. 

    
Minutes 

A.A.A.A.                        AgendaAgendaAgendaAgenda    
Call to Order The Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Kistler. 
Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call (as noted below) followed. 
Roll Call: 

Roll Call  Pr Donald Link  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

pr/ab  Ab Christy Singley  Pr Mark Richman  Pr Gregory Snyder 

//////////  Ab Camille Bartlett   Pr Sally Schoffstall    Pr Kenneth Kistler 

Also present:  K. Fisher, L. Christman, D. Nemes, K. Kelley, B. Hart, S. Meixsell, M. Malay, L. Matika,  
K. Herman, Esq., Solicitor,  J. Lykins, E. Rasmussen, T. Bavaria, K. Nagle, L. Sorenson, J. Snyder, A. 
Gilgoff, H. McCauley, B. Leibensperger, R. Lutton, K. Keichel, P. McNally, M. Bagenstose, J. Rex,  
T. Ahner, E. Kerschner,  B. Klase with students and parents, J. Gould, N. Zellner, Asst Bd Sec. 

 
Approval of Agenda Dr. Gould noted additions.  The agenda was approved as amended. 
 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments. 
D. Nemes introduced Bryan Klass and the Futures II class.  Eleven members of the I D E A team 
received proclamations from State Senator James Rhoades for their achievements during the “SAGE 
National Championships in San Francisco this past August.  The team placed first in the competition 
and moved on to the World Cup, winning fourth place. President Kistler thanked the students for 
their efforts. 
 
*Approval of Minutes, as attached, for August 10 and August 17, 2005—9/21 meeting 
 
Personnel action, as attached. 

L. Matika highlighted some of the requests for action.  D. Nemes introduced Pamela Reiss who 
replaced Ellen Tatalias (item # 8) as an English teacher at the high school.  L. Matika explained 
that item #10 was an outcome of the Library Task Force recommendation.  M. Ondra asked for 
information on the Guest Teacher Program.  S. Meixsell explained the program and the benefit of 
using Guest Teachers due to the substitute crisis.  Motion to approve personnel action with the 
exception of #8 was made by M. Ondra. 
 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
1. Appointment of Jessica Alercia, 801 S Greenwood, Easton 18045, to the position of short-term music 

teacher assigned to Northwestern Elementary at a rate of $120 per day effective August 22, 2005 
pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Jessica is a recent graduate of Hofstra University.  She 
has a BS in Education majoring in Music.  
 

2. Appointment of John Gavronski, 640 Deer Run Road, Perkasie 18944, to the position of 
paraprofessional assigned to the middle school at a salary of $21,000 per year effective August 22, 
2005 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  John was previously a long-term substitute at 
Pennridge School District. 
 

3. Appointment of Fay Johnson, 2867 Rhonda Lane, Allentown 18103, to the position of short-term 
math teacher substitute assigned to the middle school at a rate of $120 per day effective August 22, 
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2005 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Fay was previously a program teacher at Triad 
Alternative School. 
 

4. Appointment of Sandra Reinhard, 7349 Ontelaunee Road, New Tripoli 18066, to the position of class 
B teacher assistant assigned to the middle school at a rate of $10.12 per hour effective August 22, 
2005 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork. 

 
5. Appointment of Pamela Reiss, 925 Old Philly Pike, Kempton 19529, to the position of language arts 

teacher assigned to the high school effective August 26, 2005 at BS Step 4 ($39,000) pending receipt of 
all necessary paperwork.  Pamela was previously an English teacher in the Bethlehem Area School 
District.   

 
6. Appointment of Wanda Reda, 5394 Mountain Road, Germansville 18053, to the position of class C2 

receptionist assigned to the middle school at a rate of $11.80 per hour effective September 6, 2005 
pending receipt of all necessary paperwork. 

 
7. Appointment of Steven Herring, 6075 Palomino Drive, Allentown 18106, to the position of class E/F 

van driver/van driver substitute at a rate of $13.40 per hour effective September 8, 2005 pending receipt 
of all necessary paperwork. 

 
8. Recommendation to accept the resignation for retirement of Ellen Tatalias, high school English teacher, 

effective August 24, 2005 after 25 years of service to the district. 
 

9. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Helen Kistler, food service general production worker, 
effective August 29, 2005. 

 
10. Recommendation to increase the contract for Sue Hanlon, Northwestern Elementary Librarian, from 

80% to 100% effective the 2005-2006 school year. 
 

11. Recommendation to change the classification of Tami Haaf, transportation, from class C to class B 
driver at a rate of $18.00 per hour effective September 6, 2005. 

 
12. Approval of the following horizontal movement(s) on the respective salary levels per the teachers’ 

negotiated contract and receipt of appropriate transcripts and/or certification for the following: 
a. Lori Clause  from BS to MS 
b. Sara Masenheimer from BS to BS+24 

 
13. Request for 3.5 unpaid days for Matthew Scholl, high school teacher, from November 1 through 

November 5, 2005. 
 
14. Recommendation to remove the following from the district substitute teacher list effective August 24, 

2005: 
a. Nicole England – employment elsewhere 

 
15. Approval to add the following to the district teacher substitute list effective September 14, 2005 pending 

receipt of all necessary paperwork: 
a.  Courtney Wood, 9612 Ponderosa Court, Kempton 19529 

 Elementary Education 
 

16. Approval for the addition of the following “Guest Teacher” personnel to the district teacher substitute 
list effective August 29, 2005 for the 2005-2006 school year pending receipt of final documentation: 
 
  Dorothy Bednarski 3370 Tolchester Ldg, Macungie 18062 English 
  Thomas Billowitch 4576 Pharaoh St, Whitehall 18052 Business Mgmt. 
  Suzanne Borovies 547 Wood Ave, Bath 18014  Business Admin. 
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  James Depew  8190 Sharon Dr, Slatington 18080 Communications 
  Maria Eden  8750Summit Circle, Fogelsville 18051 Marketing 
  Heidi Freeman  1832 Bent Pine, Fogelsville 18051 German/Russian 
  Vincent Galeone PO Box 30, Albrightsville 18210 Engineering 
  David George  2579 Halleck Dr, Whitehall 18052 Computer Science 
  Paul Grover  3940 Schneck Rd, Schnecksville 18078 Biology/Health Service 
  James Hurst  1336 Marlow St, Allentown 18103 Business Mgmt. 
  Ed Koren  3316 S Ruch St, Whitehall 18052 Criminal Justice/Law 
  Jacqueline Kulp 8114 Pheasant Run, Fogelsville 18051 Bible/Counseling 
  Martin Larson  3255 Sequoia Dr, Macungie 18062 Biology/Engineering 
  William Lukshides 323 Penn St, Tamaqua 18252  Economic Statistics 
  Michael Markle 4510 Charles St, Easton 18045  Engineering/Business 
  Matthew McQuaid 2229 Apple Rd, Fogelsville 18051 Civil Engineering 
  Dianne Moser  2844 Rt. 100 Orefield, 18069  Business Admin. 
  Julianne O’Brien 1328 Wynewood Rd, Orefield 18069 Info Systems/Marketing 
  Joanne Petersen 6093 Long Ct, New Tripoli 18066 Business/Marketing 
  Leslie Shotwell 1540 Pine Top Circle, Emmaus 18049 Public Health 
  Kristin Stuby  6476 Warden Rd, New Tripoli 18066 Mechanical Engineering 
  Pamela Swartz  709 East Ridge St, Lansford 18232 Elementary Education 
  Daniel Topp  5210 Foxcroft Dr, Schnecksville 18078 Info Systems 

     Donna Wade  192 Lilac Dr, Allentown 18104  Biology/Nutrition 
 

17. Extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2005-06 school year pending receipt of all 
necessary paperwork: 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
APPLICATIONS NAME STIPEND 

DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSONS:   
Language Arts Anna Gilgoff $2,371.35 
ADVISORS:   
Student Council Co-Advisor Kevin Sunday 

Lorie Clause 
$1,242.91 (1/2 stipend) 
$1,242.91 (1/2 stipend) 

FLIC Advisor Jan Edwards $350.00 
CREDO Advisor Tracy Maalouf $876.43 
Head Twirling Advisor Jenna Weaver $2,371.35 
Assistant Twirling Director Tiven Olewine $1,422.81 
   
ATHLETICS:   
Head MS Field Hockey Coach Courtney Wood $2,846.52 
Assistant MS Field Hockey Coach Rael Otieno $2,846.52 
Assistant Boys Soccer Coach Thomas Kern VOLUNTEER 

 
ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL ACTION: 
18. Request for student teaching experience for the following from Muhlenberg College from September 12 

through October 21, 2005: 
a. Chris Price with Deborah Peters, 8th Grade Language Arts 

 
19. Approval to add the following to the district teacher substitute list effective September 14, 2005 pending 

receipt of all necessary paperwork: 
a. Amanda Kester, 57 Lafayette Avenue, Tamaqua 18252 

Elementary Education 
b. Nikolai Millen, 420 South Eighth Street, Lehighton 18235 

Elementary Education 
 

20. Extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2005-06 school year pending receipt of all 
necessary paperwork: 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
APPLICATIONS NAME STIPEND 

ADVISORS:   
MS Student Council Advisor Jodi Chandler 

Julianne Pennabaker 
$1,071.23 (1/2 stipend) 
$1,071.23 (1/2 stipend) 

 
A motion was made by G. Snyder to accept the resignation of Ellen Tatalias (item #8).  Mrs. 
Tatalias will most certainly be missed by the district.  M. Richman seconded with regret.  Vote:  
7 Yes,  0 No 

 
B.B.B.B.            Curriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building Issues    

Approval for the Dual Enrollment Committee per the State Dual Enrollment Grant. 
L. Christman noted that a requirement of the Dual Enrollment Grant is to form a committee 
consisting of a School Board member, parent, administrator, teachers, counselor, and 
representatives from the universities. 

 
   Moved:  M. Richman  Seconded:  S. Schoffstall Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 

Approval to apply for the State Dual Enrollment Grant.  (Approved at August 17, 2005 
meeting) 
L. Christman requested approval of agreements between Northwestern Lehigh School District 
and LCCC and Northwestern Lehigh School District and Penn State  L. Christman explained 
that agreements were necessary to  identify the 14 specific courses at LCCC and 3 at Penn State.  
The agreements spell out costs of tuition, books, and costs that would be students’ 
responsibility that are not covered by the grant.  These courses are identical to courses other 
students are taking on campus.   

 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  M. Richman Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
Approval to apply for the Federal Safe and Drug Free Schools Grant. 
S. Meixsell reviewed the problems with previous year’s grants.  The state has simplified the 
procedures and requirements for this grant.  M. Ondra asked if it was worth the district’s time 
to apply for the grant.  The grant would be for $7744.00 

 
   Moved:  G. Snyder  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
Presentation of the “My Home Page” web site template for staff pages. 
Jim Lykins gave a presentation of his personal web page.  He reported that he uses it as an 
extension of his classroom to give out general information.  He updates the site four to five 
times a week.  Update days are noted on the page for parents and students.  The site is 
interactive.  Students can practice with the curriculum.  Mr. Lykins’ site is a result of several 
years work.  L. Christman showed what a typical site would look like using the new software.  
Teachers who are utilizing the software have over 60 sites in various stages of development.  L. 
Christman has received positive feedback from teachers using the software.  Updating pages is 
much easier.  M. Ondra questioned use of the program by parents and students.  Information 
(hits) is archived monthly.  G. Snyder asked how much time is spent updating.  J. Lykins 
reported 20 minutes a day was an average.  S. Meixsell commented she had responses from 
parents who use Mr. Lykins’ site. 

 
*Approval of revisions to the 2006/2007 district calendar—9/21 meeting 
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*Approval of Letter of Agreement with Lehigh Valley Drug & Alcohol Intake Unit for 
Student Assistance Program for 2005/2006—9/21 meeting 

 
Approval of Tutorial Agreement with KidsPeace Children’s Hospital for student #13239. 

 
   Moved:  S. Schoffstall  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
Staff Development Report. 
S. Meixsell gave a report on summer staff development projects.  Over 200 teachers participated 
in curricular development days.  Sixty workshops were offered this summer for curriculum 
work.  Very positive experiences were reported by teachers.  K. Kistler asked if there had been 
feedback on Robert Brooks, the speaker on the first staff day.  S. Meixsell received many thanks 
for inviting Dr. Brooks.  His message was very worthwhile. 

 
C..C..C..C..                            PoliciesPoliciesPoliciesPolicies    

First reading of the Level I and Level II textbooks for World Language Curriculum. 
S. Meixsell reported the Task Force viewed samples from four different publishers and selected 
EMC.  It has been approximately 15 years since world language textbooks have been replaced.  
Books will be available for review for the next 30 days in the Administrative Office.  
Technology comes with the series as a one-time purchase.  A web based component is available. 

 
Approval of the World Language Level I and Level II Curriculum. 

 
   Moved:  G. Snyder  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
*First reading of the Homeschool Participation in Extra-Curricular Activities Policy. —9/21 
meeting 

 
Discussion of issues raised by Mr. LeRoy Sorenson. 
Mr. Sorenson asked for age appropriate guidelines for proper conduct by youth coaches.  He 
noted that Policy 907 addresses the use of school facilities and feels the Board should be involved.  
He would like to start a steering committee to bring information to the Board.  Discussion of 
issues followed.  M. Ondra stated that issues were separate and not appropriate for Board to 

dictate behavior.  No action was taken on Mr. Sorenson’s request. 
 

D.D.D.D.    FacilitiesFacilitiesFacilitiesFacilities    
 

Update on Facilities Master Plan. 
J. Gould explained two of the options being investigated, a single campus, or renovation of the 
two existing elementary buildings.   The Educational Program Committee will make site visits 
to Saucon Valley and Muhlenberg School Districts.  Dr. Gould is preparing a time line for 
efficiency studies, a transportation study, the availability of land, and land acquisition, by mid 
or end of October.  The Educational Program Committee will meet with the Steering Committee 
to prepare a recommendation for the Board. 
 

E.   District Finances:District Finances:District Finances:District Finances:    
*Approval of CLIU 21 Special Education Services Agreement for the 2005-2006 school year—9/21 
meeting 

 
*Approval of contract with Educare’s Licensed Private Academic School for the 2005/2006 school 
year—9/21 meeting 
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*Approval of contract with Behavioral Health Associates, Inc. for the 2005/2006 school year—9/21 
meeting 

 
*Receive the following Reports for August 2005:   —9/21 meeting 

 a.  Budget Report 
 b.  Revenues Report 
 c.  Treasurer’s Report 

General Fund  
Capital Reserve Fund  
2004 GON. 
Food Service Fund  

 d.  EIT Report 
 e.  Activity Fund Report 
 

*Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment:  —9/21 meeting 
 a.  General Fund  
 b.  Capital Reserve Fund  
 c.  2004 GON  
 d.  Food Service Fund  
 e.  Tiger Fund  

F.F.F.F.    Other Reports:Other Reports:Other Reports:Other Reports: 
*Federal Programs  —9/21 meeting 
*Enrollment Report—9/21 meeting 

 
*Committee Reports as follows:  —9/21 meeting 

  a.  Intermediate Unit 
   �LVBEP Report 
  b.  �Legislation 
  c.  Recreation commission 
  d.  LCTI 
 

New Business 
 

Approval to apply for the Engaging Kids to Learn Grant to receive another Classroom 
Performance System Unit. 
L. Christman explained how the grant would give teachers the opportunity to apply for up to 
nine sets of “clickers” for classroom use.  D. Link asked for an explanation of “clickers”.  The 
district currently has five sets of this powerful teaching tool that is being used by staff and 
students  in all four buildings.   

 
   moved:  K. Zellner  seconded:  S. Schoffstall vote:  7 yes,  0 no 

 
Update on ESL Program 
S. Meixsell gave an update on the English as A Second Language Program.  Currently, we have 
12 students in the program with two students expected to enroll in the district.  These students 
are at three buildings, making it easier for one teacher to provide services.  If enrollment 
increases in the future, it may still be necessary to expand the program. 
 



 BD Minutes, p 7 
President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment. 
Tom Bavaria of 1421 Green Hill Court asked the board for an exemption to the policy of no 
activities on school properties before Noon on Sundays.  He requested the potential use of the 
middle school baseball field (due to weather) on October 9 for a baseball tournament.  His 
request will be added to the agenda for the next board meeting. 
 
Karen Keichel of 6764 flint Hill Road asked for the opportunity to respond to L. Sorenson’s 
statements. 
 
K. Nagle, NYAA President, also requested the opportunity to respond.  K. Nagle asked if the 
district had web guidelines for pictures of students on teacher web sites.  S. Meixsell responded 
that pictures are allowed as long as the students are not identified.  Parents can request their 
children’s pictures not be used on any web sites. 

 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none. 

 
Report from Superintendent Gould 

a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—Several administrators shared building events 
such as open house, sporting events, and Hurricane Katrina Relief activities.  D. Nemes 
noted Anna Gilgoff will be participating in an American Teacher Exchange in October.  
She was one of 15 teachers from the United States selected to teach in Russia. 
 
b.  Board Member Sharing—Several board members shared comments on open house 
and sports participation. 
 
c.  � Legislative Information 
 
 
d.  Reminder:  Buildings & Grounds Mtg.—9/21/05 at 6 p.m. in the M S Guidance Conf. Rm 

  
e.  Reminder:  September 21 Board Meeting at Middle School (Library) 
 
f.  Reminder:  Executive Session for Personnel Issues—9/21/05 in the M S Guid. Conf. Rm 
 
g.  Reminder:  October 19, 2005 Board Meeting at LCTI 
 

 
 
G.G.G.G.AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment        

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 

   moved:  K. Zellner  seconded:  D. Link vote:  7 yes,  0 no 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    
M. Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary  

 
*  Item for September 21, 2005 board meeting 


