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Middle School AuditoriumMiddle School AuditoriumMiddle School AuditoriumMiddle School Auditorium    

Wednesday, December 7,Wednesday, December 7,Wednesday, December 7,Wednesday, December 7, 2005 2005 2005 2005, 7:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m.    

    
School Board Reorganization Meeting/School Board Reorganization Meeting/School Board Reorganization Meeting/School Board Reorganization Meeting/    

“State of the District”“State of the District”“State of the District”“State of the District”    

A.A.A.A.    AgendaAgendaAgendaAgenda    
Call to Order  The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Vice President 

Schoffstall. 
 

Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  

Roll Call 

Roll Call Pr Donald Link Pr Michael Ondra Pr Kenneth 
Zellner 

pr/ab Pr Christy 
Singley 

Pr Mark Richman Pr Gregory Snyder 

/////////// Pr Camille 
Bartlett 

Pr Sally 
Schoffstall 

  

Also present:  K Showalter, middle school students & parents, J. Bachman, B. Byler, M. Wright,  
Mr. & Mrs. Talianek, T. Brinley, E & S. Hartman, E. Kerschner, T. Ahner, G. Mitchell, L. 
Sorenson, D. Halpin, K. Fisher, D. Nemes, B. Hart, R. Cartier, K. Kelley, E. McLaughlin, S. 
Meixsell, L. Matika, J. Gould, D. Sborcchi, Esq., N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Sec. 

 

Approval of Agenda The agenda was approved as presented. 
 

  Moved: D. Link   Seconded:  K. Zellner   Vote: 8 Yes  0 No 
 

President welcomed guests and provided opportunity for comments 
Kristin Showalter introduced the Middle School Select Chorus.  Twelve students sang “Starry 
Winter Night” and “Jingle Bells.”  Members of the audience joined in singing.  Ms. Showalter 
invited the community to the Winter Concert. 
 
Oath of Office for incumbents and new member 
Retiring District Justice, Edward Hartman, administered the Oath of Office to Darryl Schafer, 
Michael Ondra, Camille Bartlett and Kenneth Zellner.  Mr. Hartman has worked with the 
district for 24 years. 
 
Nomination and election of President Pro tempore 
All Board members agreed to have Sally Schoffstall act as President Pro tempore. 
 

 Nomination and election of President for the year 2006 
The floor was opened for nominations for board president.  D. Link nominated Greg Snyder, 
seconded by K. Zellner.  M. Ondra closed the nominations.  K. Zellner seconded.  Greg Snyder 
was elected by unanimous oral vote.  

 

Nomination and election of Vice President for the year 2006 
The floor was opened for nominations for vice president.  D. Link nominated Sally Schoffstall.  K. 
Zellner seconded.  A motion was made by G. Snyder to close the nominations, seconded by M. 
Ondra.  Sally Schoffstall was re-elected as vice president by unanimous oral vote. 
 
Newly appointed President will preside 
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The gavel was passed to President Snyder to continue the meeting.  President Snyder 
requested nominations to appoint a new treasurer as he vacates that office.  M. Ondra 
nominated Mark Richman.  D. Link seconded the nomination.  K. Zellner moved to close the 
nominations, seconded by D. Link.  Mark Richman was elected treasurer by unanimous oral 
vote. 
 
*Approval of Minutes, as attached, for November 9 and November 16, 2005  
 

Approval of Personnel action, as listed below 
L. Matika gave highlights of personnel actions requested.  D. Nemes introduced Gregory 
Mitchell who will be taking over the high school math position left by the resignation of 
Aileen Yadush.   
 

  Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  C. Singley   Vote: 9 Yes  0 No 

 
1. Appointment of Gregory Mitchell, 936 Place Road, Bethlehem, to the position of high 

school math teacher, effective December 19, 2005 at BS Step 1 ($38,500) prorated for the 
2005-2006 school year pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Greg has a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Secondary Math Education from Kutztown University. 
 

2. Appointment of Tina Rothenberger, 3974 Cedar Drive, Walnutport, to the position of 
short-term substitute for Jodi Chandler, middle school special education teacher, effective 
December 5, 2005 at a rate of $120 per day for approximately eight weeks. 
 

3. Approval to add the following to the district substitute teacher list effective December 8, 
2005: 

a. Anthony Caracio, 6623 Jefferson Court, New Tripoli, Social Studies Certification 
b. Jennifer Pavalko, PO Box 274, Frackville,  Elementary Education   

 
4. Approval to remove the following from the district substitute teacher list effective December 8, 

2005: 
a. Cally Baer:  no response 
b. John Benson:  employment elsewhere   
c. Andrew Hubbuck:  employment elsewhere 
d. Amanda Kester:  employment elsewhere 
e. William Lukshides:  employment elsewhere 
f. Marilyn McMillen:  employment elsewhere 
g. Matthew McQuaid:  employment elsewhere 
h. Alvin Oberman:  employment elsewhere 
i. Julianne O’Brien:  employment elsewhere 
j. Joanne Petersen:  employment elsewhere 
k. Barbara Schieck:  employment elsewhere 
l. John Sitaras:  employment elsewhere 

 
5. Approval to remove the following from the substitute teacher assistant list effective December 

8, 2005: 
a. Sandra Axt:  no response 

 
6. Request for 3.5 unpaid days for Patricia Reiter, bus driver, from March 6 through March 9, 2006  

(a.m.). 
 
7. Approval to accept the resignation of Larry Pilat, custodian, effective December 15, 2005. 
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8. Request for approval for student teaching experience for the following from Kutztown 
University: 

a. Brian Booher with Marsha Johnston, Northwestern Elementary, from  
March 20 through May 11, 2006 

 
9.  Extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2005-2006 school year: 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
APPLICATIONS 

NAME STIPEND 

Assistant Wrestling Coach  Troy Christman Volunteer (pending clearances) 
 
Additional personnel action. 

 
Recommendation for J. Michael Malay, Jr. to Acting Business Administrator for the period 
beginning December 1, 2005 and ending May 31, 2006 at $90,128 and prorated at $44,892 
for the period.  All other benefits will be according to the Act 93 Agreement. 

 
 
Designation of official dates and time--7:30 p.m.--for public meetings to be held as noted 
(See attached listing of dates )  S. Meixsell noted a correction of November 8.  Meeting dates 
were approved as noted. 
 
  Moved:   D. Link   Seconded:  M. Richman   Vote:  9 Yes  0 
No 
   

Inventory of interest of all Board members to serve on various committees to be appointed 
at the January 2006 Board meeting 
G. Snyder asked all board members to contact him with changes and interest in committee 
membership.  K. Zellner filled the opening on the I U Board.  G. Snyder will continue as LCTI 
representative. 
 

B.B.B.B.    Curriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building Issues    
*First reading of K-8 Art Curriculum 

 

C .C .C .C .    Policies:Policies:Policies:Policies:    
*Progress update 

 

D.D.D.D.    Facilities:Facilities:Facilities:Facilities:    
    No Facilities items 
 

E.E.E.E.    District FinancesDistrict FinancesDistrict FinancesDistrict Finances::::    
*Approval of State Audit Report 
 

 *Approval of the following Reports for November, 2005: 
 a. Budget Report 
 b. Revenues Report 
 c. Treasurer’s Report 
   General Fund 
   Capital Reserve Fund 

 2004 GON 
  Food Service Fund 
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    d. EIT Report 
 e. Activity Fund Report 
 

*Approval of the following Bills for payment: 
 a. General Fund 
 b. Capital Reserve Fund 
 c. 2004 GON 
 d. Food Service Fund 
 e. Tiger Fund 

    

F.F.F.F.    Other Reports:Other Reports:Other Reports:Other Reports:    
*Federal Programs Report 
 

 *Foundation Report 
   

*Transportation Report 
  
*Enrollment Report 
 
Committee Reports as follows: 
 a.  Intermediate Unit 

b.  Legislation 
 c.  Recreation Commission 
 d.  LCTI 
 

Old Business 
Approval of PSBA Standard for Effective Governance and Code of Conduct 
M. Ondra stated he felt this board is on target with the listed standards though some 
areas may need improvement.  A motion was made by S. Schoffstall to approve the 
standards and code of conduct. 

 
  Moved:   S. Schoffstall  Seconded:  M. Ondra   Vote:  9 Yes  0 No 

 
New Business: 
 None 
 

President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment 
G. Snyder thanked all for coming.  There were no public comments at this time. 
 

Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary--none 
 

Report from Superintendent Gould 
a.  Administrative/Building Sharing 

S. Meixsell thanked Terry Ahner, writer for the Chronicle, for the time spent 
covering the NWLSD Board meetings and community events.  The Chronicle will 
no longer be published.  S. Meixsell also reported the Strategic Planning process 
will continue and needs a board member to be part of the committee.  

b.  Board Member Sharing 
Board members commended G. Snyder on his election to Board President and are 
looking forward to working with him.  They congratulated the other board officers 
and welcomed Darryl Schafer. 

c.  Legislative Information  no report 
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G.G.G.G.    AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment                                
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  The State of the District Message followed. 
 
  Moved:   M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner   Vote:  9 Yes  0 No 

 

* Item for December 21 Board Meeting 
 
 
 

��� State of the District Message State of the District Message State of the District Message State of the District Message ��� 
 

Dr. Gould opened this portion of the meeting with a presentation highlighting the mission, vision, 
and values of the school district.  Dr. Gould spoke on how district goals interact with each other and 
how internal and external issues impact the mission.  He explained how the vision is shifting toward 
science and technology with the need for students to be life-long learners.  The emphasis of 
educational programs must shift in the direction to keep our students on target for the skill level 
changes we are seeing in the world today. 
 
S. Meixsell and L. Christman provided information on what the district has accomplished and how the 
district will continue to strive to develop educational programs as related to each of the five district 
goals.  J. Gould provided an update on the direction the district is looking regarding construction of a 
new building at Weisenberg Elementary, and renovations at Northwestern Elementary and other 
renovation projects throughout the district.  A community meeting will be scheduled possibly in late 
January, 2006.  At the completion of the presentation, S. Meixsell asked for comments from 
administrators and board members.  The floor was opened for questions and answers.  L. Sorensen 
commented that teaching to the skills is the right path for the district to take.  J. Gould brought the 
meeting to a close at 9:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    

M. Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary 

 


